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AN ACT RESP:EpTil'tG T1fl Af .. :BE~,~.A "',.;;:l!41PORM2\:i'ORY 

FPR BOYS. 

(Assented to 

j.f.rs MAJESTY, by and with tre advice and consent 

of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

eru:\.ots as follows;"f 

SHORT TITLE. 

1. This Act may be cited as "~hfJ. itef.er:euttOI'J' Act." 

INTERPRETATION. 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise 

requires,-

(~). The expression "sentence" includes any order 

mad.e by lawful authority for fue confinement of 8.llY boy 

in the re forrm tory hereinafter mentioned; 

(p) .- The expression "sentenced" includes the nnking 

of such order; 

( cj _j'he expression nl'~ f'Q~ mte:t ~~mee.n s "The Alberta 

~~miier" for Boys 

(d) • The eXlJression "Minister" means the Attorney 

Gei1e ral of Alberta. 

:ESTABJ .. I SRMENT OF REFORMATORY. 

Name snd estab
lishmw t of e~ 
~tilf9Pmster,

There shall be an ipsti tu!i:f.on in this Province 

be knovm as "The Alberta R-efe!'P-etep~ for Boys_, 11 and 

p.riso~'" tbit said institution shall be a refome. tory prison within 

tho meaning o:f ~:my present or future Act of the Leeis

la1iure ({Jf Alberta or of the Parliament of Canada relative 

to refarrna tory prisons. 



Situation of 
~ferlf&i9!'1"1 

Object of 
z:eferRB te:E:r. 

Officers 1 
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~. Until otherwise provided, by Aot of this Legis-

lature or by ord.er of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, 

the said institution Shall be situated at such place as 

sball be designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council 

5. The J:~f-~~1 lB.ve for its objects the 
-\ 

ou,stody and detent ion, with a view to tbd r education, 

industrial training am moral reclamation, of such boys 

as mall be lawfully sentenced to confinement tmrein. 

6. The Lieutenant Governor in Council ma:v,. from 

time to time. appoint for the w HP~~ superintend

ent, a storekeeper aid steward, a matron, one or more 

schoolmasters, a surgeon aid such trade-instructors, 

ov•~rseers, and other officers and servants as the effic

ierlt manageroont of the said ~8fg~Hit.1iery may require, and 

may fix and determine their respective salaries. 

Commitment of 7. The constable to whom a warrant of eomrnitment of 
boy to PO fgzom-
ate:Py .. - · - any boy, sentenced to confinement in the said !'&if.:OJ"ma'te:ry, 

His removal 
there1 

Period of 
his detent
ion1 

is entrusted, or any officer or person autgorized or 

appointed f<r that purpose by the /udge or magistrate who 

impc•sed such sentence, shall, with. all convenient speed, 

oon1·ey and deliver up such boy, together wi-th such warrant, 

in'fxl the custody of the w._per.tntendent of the ~e:rolnla'1ter,.-, 

or ED.Ch other person as may fbr the time being bi in 

clarge tmreof', and the superintendent or other perso,n 

in charge shall give a receipt in writing for every boy 

so received into his custody to the constable or other 

officer or person as his disclBrge; and such boy shall be 

kept in C1J3tody in the .-efg;pJJa/t9Pf, or other lawful place 

to which he may be removed, until the te:nnination of his 

sentence, or until his p1rdon, release or dieclBrge by 

law, or until he is removed therefrom by competent 

authority. 



Powers of 
constable. 

Contracts, how 
to be madet 

Lieutenant 
Governor in 
Council may 
make rulest 

a. The constable or such other officer or person 

may secur~/ and c~nvey such boy tbrough any district 

through which he may have to pa:.ss; and until StJ.ch boy 

aha.ll have been delivered to the superinte!Il.ent of the 

Pe-£'orHB'tie!'y1 or otm r person for the time being in charge 

thereof, or to the keeper of a:ny place to which such 

boy may lawfully be removed from the .l!tef:ePma1i&! r, the 

constable or such other officer or person shall have, in 

eve:ry "IR rt of this ,Province through which it may be nec

essary to oonvey such boy, full and absolute jurisdiction, 

power and u.uthority over and with regard to so.ch boy, and 

to command tb:J assistance of any person to prevent his 
~, 

escape and to re~capture him in case of his escape. 
'----

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

~- All dealings and transactions on account of 

the r&ro»'l!B:te:r~, and all contracts for goods 1 wares or 

merchandise necessary for the maintaining and carrying 

on of the industrial operatigns ot the said institution, 

or for the sale of goods prepared or manufactured therein 
v--

or for the hire, labo~ or employment of any boy therein, 

COllfined, either within or witho:ut the limits of the 

~·er•tary, shall be entered into and carried out in 

the nanB of the Minister of PUblic works of Albe ria on 

behalf of His Majesty. 

10. The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make 

rules and regulations for 'the mana.gement, interior 

economy and discipline of the ~e:fQ~R&t~;\t, and for 

fi:x:ing and pre sari bing the duties and conduct of the 

superintendent and every other officer and servant 

Elnployed therein, and :fbr tl:e" clothing, maintenance, 

education, employment, indust.rial instmctiont classif-
~ \ 

ica.tion, ·discipline, correction, punishment, reward 
and 



Minister may 
suspend 
officers; 

Inspection of 
P e fe l'Bla ~e I ,. 

1JYMinist e r 1 

and general oversight and care of all boys sent to the 

~epmaJfJ8lq', Rnd may rape a.l and amend the same from 

tim'e to time. 

11. Tbe Mini st. er shall have power summarily to 

sus.pend any of the officers or servants of the Pe:fel'm" 

~~for misconduct or otJ:IJ r cause in his opinion 

warranting such action, until tm circumstances of the 

case shall have been reported to and decided by the 

Lieutenant Governor in Council; and the Minist:lr may, 

in the :rreantime, cause any officer or servant so 

sus:pended to be removed beyond the precincts of tlE 

~~Z'm&-;gpy; and it shall be the duty of the Minister 

to recommend the removal. of 81J.Y off'ic er or servant whom 

he finds incapable, inefficient or negligent in the 

execution and performance of his duty, or whose presence 

in the ra;e;pmtel"Y" he rray deem injurious to tm interests 
·-' 

thereof; and the pey of' every officer or servant so 

suspended shall eease during the period of sum suspension. 

12. The Minister shall have power, at all times, 

to enter into the ;p.eferEtary and have access to every 

part thereof, and to examine all papers, documents, 

vouchers, records, books and ot!E r things be longing 

the1reto, and to investigate the <XJ•ndnc t of any officer 

or servant enployed in and about tlB -reforna~e~,., or of 

May summon any person :fbund within the precincts thereof; and rray 
witnesses and 
compel product- summon any person be fore him, by order under his band, 
ion of books, cto. ancl examine such person under oo..th touching any :matter 

re Jla ting to 8tJ.Y breach of the rule a of the ~egepmatepY, 

or any matter affecting the interests of the institution, 

am. may, by tl'.e sane or like order, compel the production 

of books, :pa_pers and writings before him; and any person 

ha"V'ing been duly served with a copy of such order, who 
shall 



Por~ers and 
duties of 
super in tend
ant.; 

Su~ rintenden t 
to receive and 
detain boys 
sen tenoed to 

..re far rpp 1; e :r,- r 

Superintendent 
to notify 
parents. &c. 
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shall neglect or refuse to appear at the time and place 

specified therein, or shall refuse to give evidence or 

to produce the books, :papers or writings demanded of 

him, may, by virtue of a warrant under the hand of the 

Minister, be taken into custody and imprisoned in the 

common gaol, as for contempt of pourt, fora period not 

exceeding fourteen d~s. 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

13. The Sll.perintendentl of the ~e;foina'tlorrshall 

reside in or near the .l:8ferMtter,. building, and shall 

bt~ the chief executive officer thereof, under tbe 

d.lrection of the Minister, and as such shall have the 

entire execution, control and ma.nagement of all its 

affairs. subject to the rules and regulations made as 

aforesaid, and shall be held responsible for the faithful 

and efficient administration of the offices of every 

department of the institution. 

~· The superintendent shall receive into the 

l'e:f!e.t:&oto~ every boy legally certified to him as 

sentenced to confinernen t ·therein, and shall there detain 

him, subject to aJ.l the rules, regulations and discipline 

thereof, unti 1 the time to which he ha.s be en sentenced 

shall be completed, or until he shall be otherwise 

lawfully disc~rged. 

15. The superintendent shall, upon t~ reception 

of any boy into the l:'6xoz IIU1EJP~, ascertain t:he address 

o£' the }:e. rents, guardians or other person with whom such 

boy has been living, and shall send by mail, registered, 

a notice that. su.ah boy has been committed to the referm~· 
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OATHS OF OFFICIALS. 

~· EvetrY superintendent, o:ffic er and servant 

employed permanently in tm said ~:rer11t:.'~Ol ~ shall 

severally take and subscribe, in a book to be kept :for 

tllat purpose by tre wper.i.ntendent at his office, the 

oath of allegiance to His Majesty and the following oath 

of o f'fi c e , that is to say : .._ 

I, !_.~.,do promise and swear that I will faithfully. 

diligently and Justly perform the duties of 

in the Al"be rta ~ef.emater,. for Boys to tlE best of my 

"' ability • and t.:tat I will carefully observe and carry out 

all the rules and regula tiona of tm said ~e:f:ep~ePy, 

So help me God. 

17. Such oaths may be adminis~ red by a justllce of 

the peace to the superintendent, and to 8/J.y of the other 

officers or servants by tm supe r.intendent. 

SENTENCES OF CONFINEMENT. 

18. Any :person who shall be san tenced under the 

criminal law or other law of Canada. to confi.nernent in 

the ~e:t"e,Ra'ter,.•may be confined 'therein and shall be 

held and treated as required by the Jaw of Canada, but 

in otmr res~cts shall be subject to the Jaw, rules and 

regulations goveming the zs.e.t~ma'iei""' Nothing in this 

Act shall be deemed as intended to be inct»nsistent with 

the laws of Camda goveming tbe case of such person, 

or as intended to affect the punishment lawfUlly imposed 

upon any such person. 

/ 

Boy between 19 • Upon complaint a:nd due proof made to the Judge 
ten and 13 
ye a ·of age of any District Court, or any police masis trate in this 
ma: be sent ..L 
to :Nf.eiAU~e~ rrovinoe. by the parent or guardian Of 8Ily boy between 
upon proof 
that they are the ages Of ten and thirteen years, t·bat, by reason of 
so incorrig-

ible incorrigible 



-7-

or vicious iJo.oorrigible or vicious conduct, su<i:l boy is beyond 
as to be 
beyond control; title control of euoh p1ran t or guardian, and that a 

Time of con
finemec. t in 

, pefo:rm 1;~ 

Pro vi so,. 

Warrant of 
detention in · 
gaol of persons 
sentenced to 
~e farmp,±cry. 

due regard for the rna terial and moraJ. welfare ctf such 

~~manifestly reqnires that he should be committed 

t~:> the pef'gpl'iat~~ the judge or police magistrate may 

order such boy to be oo·nfined in the ;ref&lil'matar,. for 

all undefined period not to exceed five years. 

20. Any pourt, Judge or police maeis trate1, who, 

under ~d. by virtu~ of_(SD.Y~o~. ~f the Legislature of 

this }:"mvinoe~, 1has or shall have -power to senteatoe any 

b~:>y to be confined in tm il'ef;;pma'er~ for any stated 

p~ariod, may sentence su.ch boy to be contlned therein 

for an undefined period: and &oh boy shall thereupon 

b~t detained in tbe reforme:-t EIP~ until he be reforned or 

otherwise fit to be apprenticed or bound out, or be 

p:Jroba.tiona~ly or penn8llently discharged, as hereinafter 

provided: 

Provided tmt mch boy sm.ll not be detained for 

a longer time than the maximum term of ~Ae. confinement 

fe>r which he might m ve been sent anced for 1he offeno e 

of which he was convicted, and that no boy shall be 

SEtn tenced under this section who cannot be imprisoned 

for tm years or over. 
\:. 

2_l... In case a boy is sentenced to confi.nement in 

the pe:f'O%meo~oi r, a copy of the sentence oft he . .Oourt 

duly certified as aforesaid, or the warrant or order 

oj~ the ,Judge or polio e magistrate by whom such boy is 

sE:m tenoed, slla 11 be a suf'fici mt authority :for the 
' pEtrson having the lawful custody o:f mall boy, who may 

be directed so to do (whiah direction may be verbal), 

to convey such boy- to t~ gaol of the judicial district 

or any guard room of the Royal North~'Vest Mounted Police 
in 
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in the judicial district in which stlch senteme is 

proncmnced, and for the gaoler of such gaol to receive 

and cletain the said boy until the constable or other 

perscm entrusted with the warrant of the Minister shall 

requ:lre the delivery of such boy for removal., to the 

in 
boy 

Detention 
gaol when 
cannot be 
safely or 
conveniently 
removed to 

..x:" fo; a v er 3Lr 

22. In case any boy sentenced to be co n:fined in 

Record. to be 
kept With a 
view to mit
igation of 
sent em e,. 

Discharge of 
boy when 
reforroodf 

the J~e:fr(JI!'}et;e~ is in SJ.ch a weak state of health. tl:a t 

he Clmnot Sfl.fely or conveniently be removed to the 

ref~~m&tory. he may be detained at the gaol of the 

judic:ial district or gmrd room or other plaoe of con

finement in whioh he rmy be, until he is sufficiently 

rec01~rered to be safely and conveniently removed to the 

~:r'lf$ tgPYt but any time during which such boy is so 

detained smll be r ec1roned in computing the time to be 

served by sum boy in the re~J¥ter,.. 

23. In order to encourage good behaviour and 

indtl,stry among the bo1's in the said l'e~rs,&1ieP:f'1 and with 

a vie1w to permitting ever.v boy :to earn a raniasion of a 

portion of the term for vhich he was sent anced to the said 

.J:.e4g1:~ttar,.-, it shall be lawful for the Minister to make 

rules1, so that a correct record of tl:e conduct of every 

boy n1ay be mde. under tlE mark sy"Stem. 

~~4. When, under the rules in that behalf, a boy 

sl:811 have obtained the requisite number of good ma.ms, 

base1i upon good conduct, proficiency in school and 

indw~trious habits, and sha.ll, in addition thereto, have 

givm1 satisfactory evidence of being reformed, it shall 

be the duty of the superinten:l ent to transmit to the 

Minister a certificate to tha. t effect. whereupon the 

Minister. if he considers it requisite. shall make 

further inquiry into the :facts and, having satisfied 

himself' 
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him;eelf that the boy has earned his di-scharge • ala 11 

forthwith take steps to have the remaining portion of --
the sentence of such boy rWlitted, or to have such boy 

discha~ged on probation for a stated period! 

(,~.} t Provided that no aoti on shall be taken under 

this section in respect of any boy who has not been at 

least one year in the -Z'e :!e!"l'!l8:'tl or J • 

(~)f Provided, also, that tm jrnge of any District 

Court or any police magistrate, upon satisfactory proof 

that any boy who was .. sep.tenced und~r _th~ pro_yisions of 

a:ny Act of the Legisla. ture of Albe:rta)"'"and who has been 

discharged ...911. probation has violated the conditions of 

his discharge, may order such boy to be re-:;Qommitted to 

the ·re!at"n~t'fHU '3, there to be oonfi ned far tm residue of 

the term for whim be was originally sentenced. 

DJSCHARGE FOOM R!':FORMATORY. 

----25. In case any respectable and trus__.:tworthy person 

is willing to undertake the charge of any boy committed 

to the r~=efeuts1;ar~, when sudl boy is over the age of 

twelve years, as an apprentice to tbe trade or calling 

Sf such person. or far the purpose of domestic service, 
I 

and mah boy is oonfimd in the ~rg~tQII-;, by virtue of 

a sen ten~e _pronounce~ undqr t]le _ap.thority of any ~tatute 

of this Province; the superintenient may, with the consent 
I 1•: 

and in tbe name of tm 'Minis~r, bind the said boy to 
' 

such person for any tenn, not to extend beyond the term 

of five years from the commencement of his imprisonroen t 

wi til out his o.ons en t, and the Minis te r aha 11 the-reupon 

order that men boy shall be di saba rged from said r?eferm:. 

a.:t..o.~ and he smll be discmrged accordingly: 
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Provided that any wages reserved in any indenture 

of a:pprenticeship made under this secti:on sl:all be 

paya'ble to the said boy or to some other person for 

his benefit. 

Boys not .to 26. Whenever the time of any boy's sentence in 
be discharged 
on sunday• the .R&:tozama~e:r,., under sny law within the legislative 

juri:sdiction of this ~r.ovince ... she.ll expire on a SUnday, 

he shall be discharged. on the previous Saturday, unless 

he desires ~o remain until the Monday following. 

Boys not to 27. No boy shall be discharged from the ~efep~tgp~ 
be discharged 
if laboring at the termination of his ~entence, if then lab~ring 
under certain 
diseases; under any contagious o~ infectious disease, or under any 

.Proviso., 

Superintend
ent's annual 
report 1 

acute or dangerous illness, but he shall be pennitted to 

remain in the Pofe~t9~~ until he recovers from such 

disease or illness: 

Provided, however, that any boy remaining in the 

~~toq from any such cause shal.l be under the same 

discipline and control as i£ his sentence were still 

unex.rli:r.ed. 

ANNUAL REPORT • 

.:2$. On or be .LUrt:1 vne IJ.I 11eenth day of JBl'lttary in 
1 

each year~ the superintendent of the ~e;t:g;p;ml;l.te;r~ shall 

f'urnish the Minister wi~ a statement of the nameB and 

numbers o:f·the boys sentenced and confined during the 

year ending on the thirty-first day of December imme d

iately preceding,_ the date of admission, the cause, 

the cost of maintenance J the date of discharge and any 
other inforn.etion he zm.y deem advisable or that the 

Minister may require. 
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PRESERVATION OF ORDER. 

OfficiBJ.s of .s~~ 
~matne 

29. 
= 

The superintendent, officers and employees 

ons tables of the ro&£!ermater~ are be reby conati ttl ted police 
:for certain 
purpose sf' c,ffice~a for the JP&!OIIIA~r~and fo·r the grounds con-

:neoted with and be longing to the same. and are empower

e~d to proceed against or su.nnm.rily arrest all :persons 

within said ~ef'Ol'rm:1;~ and grounds who shall 'be 

guilty of any offence the rein against the laws of 
of 

C:a.nada or. th€ l(rovince or the rnles and regulations 

of the l'9fe!'Jte!~. and to arrest any vagrants or idle 

1,ersons who shall re£u.s e to leave said ~ofoxma~orzr 

:premises when requested so to do by any of said 

C1ffi.oers, and to take any such beto re any Arourt of 

oompetent jttrisdiction,· end to cau.se proper complaint 

1;o be made against such offender; and for such ].mrpose 

E:aid superintendent, officers and employees shall 

I>Ossess all the powers and authority of police offie.ers 

Bnd constables. 

30. Any person who shall be guilty of any noisy,. Pell al ty for 
disorderly 
conduct with- l>oiste rous or disorderly conduct t fighting, immoderate 

in precincts "l . 1 • d k i d t 
of, ri'fQ;pJBatQry-c r1n une or run enness. n ecen exposure of the 

})erson, lewd, wanton or obscene conduct, or vulgar 

or obscene language, or of any offence against the 

laws of Canada or of the J"rovince or the mles and 

regula ti one of the ~9if:o:P:UJ9rihJ within said rafem~ 1:7 

or the grounds thereof, may be proceeded against or 

S!ummarily arrested by said officers or employees, or 

B'ny of them, end on conviction shall be liable to a 

fine of not less than one dollar nor more than fifty 

drollarso 
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PROTECTION OF INMATES. 

Penalty for 31. Any officer or other person in aharge of or 
abuse ofce.t •• ~ 
~rm~pjh employed in the ~eferste;r -;•, who shall abuse, neglect 
_ oys by 
of:f'iciala oJ:- ill-treat 

1
any boy confined therein, shall, on con-

thereoft ·-

Prosecutions1 

vjLoti on, be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred 

dc>llars or by such other punishment as may be prescribed 

f<>r such offence by any law or ~tatute in force in this 

P~c-.ov inca. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

All prosecutions under this Act may be brought 

a:nd heard before any police magi1stra.te or justice of the 

p•eace, and any police magistrate or justice of the peace 

s:hall have power to award payment of costs in addition 

to t.be penalty. The penalty, when recovered, shall be 

paid over by such justice or police rragis'trate to the·i;; 

Pr·:m ncial Treasurer; and, in default of payment. the 
of 

Imprisonment 
in default 
of payment 
penalty. offender shall, by warrant eigne d and. sealed by the 

police magistrate or justice of the peace, be imprisoned 

:f'or a period of not less than one day nor more than one 

year, at the discretion of su.oh jus tioe or polio e 

IIllagistrate, unless the penalty and costs be sooner paid. 

ESC~ES. 

Re-capture 3g. In case any boy or boys confined in the ...f!&1Jlm· 
of boy escap-
ing from the ~~ escape therefrom, it shall be lawful :for the 
institution/ 

superintendent or any of the officers of the ;ef.9-to-ry 1 • 

OJ:- for any other. person or persona at his or their reqLteat, 
... 

or any of them. with in one year the reafte'r to retake 'such 

e~lcaped boy or boys and return him or them to the :re:fepm .. 

a.:jieq from whence he or tmy escaped; and he or they shall 

remain 



Punish
ment for 
escape.; 

Visitorsr 
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rema:Ln in custody therein, under the authority by virtue 

of ~1ich he or they was or were detained prior to the 

esoaJpe, and any such boy smll be subject to such further 

purii1shment for the ,scape as may be imposed by law or in 

virtue of any regula ti one in force in such .ze:QP!'St'ery for 

the g·overnment of persons confined therein. 

VISITORS. 

Any ~dge of the Supreme Court or of the District 

Cour1~s, any police magistrate and any member of the Legis

lati,re Assembly of Alberta~shall at any time be admitted as 

a vi1~i tor to the %-&:reruator:r. 
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SCHEDULE. 

The :rollowing is the schedule referred to in this Act:~ 

SCBEDUU: A. ( (Section &. ) 

RE~~URN WI TH REFERENCE T_O BOY LIABLE TO TRANSFER TO 

E00I(MA !PGR¥-r 

(A separate return to be nade with each boy.) 

1. Name in full. 

2. Age. 

3. From What ¢ourt sentenced. 

4. Date of sentence. 

6. Period of nature and sent~nce. 

6. Pla.ce of residence. 

7. Place of birth. 

B. Name and post office address of parents, guardian, 

or other person with whom bo7 has been living• 

9. Trade, occupation or calling of boy, if anyo 

10. Tempe rate or intemperate. 

11. !f narried, state the fact. 

12. Religious denomination. 

13. Degree of education. 

14. Offence. 

15. Fine, if any. 

16. Opinion of person in whose __ ous.tody_ boy is, as to 

physic:al and men tal condition of boy and his fi tnes:s to 

perfo:rm ordinary work. 

Dated this day of , 19 • 
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