
REPRINTED BILL 

Bill No. 50 of 1950. 

A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS TO BE KNOWN 

AS COUNTIES. 

NOTE. 

This Bill enacts a new Act to be known aa "The County 
Act''. 

Section 3 provides that the number of counties to be 
formed under this Act shall not exceed four. The Lieuten
ant Governor in Council may proceed to form a county in 
accordance with the provisions of the. Aet only after re
ceiving a request from a municipality or from a school 
division which is in that proposed county. Four years after 
any county has been established a plebiscite of the electors 
must be conducted to determine whether they are in favour 
of the constitution of the county or whether they desire to 
revert to the previous form of government. 

Section 4 enables the Lieutenant Governor in Council to 
establish in any area of the Province loeal government units 
to be known as counties. The order in council may in
corporate into any county all or part of any existing 
municipality, school division or mumcipal hospital district 
and alter the boundaries of the areas included for the 
purpose of providing a common boundary for the county 
and any municipality, school division or municipal hospital 
district included in the county. The order in council will 
also- fix the number of councillors to be elected to the- county 
council and establish electoral divisions within the- county. 
The formation of the count;v is effective on the first day of 
January following publication of the order in council. 

Section 5 provides that upon publication of the order 
forming a county the Minister of Education in the case of 
school divisions, or of Municipal Affairs in the case of 
municipalities, or of Health in the case of municipal hospital 
districts, shall proceed to divide and apportion the assets 
and liabilities of any school division, municipality or munici
pal hospita-l district that is partly included in the county. 

Section 6 provides that the governing body of each county 
shall be a county council. Upon the formation of the county 
the Minister fixes the dates for nominations, fo:r elections 
and for the first meeting of the county council when elected, 
and does all other things necessary to provide for the· con
duct of the elections. 
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Section 7 provides that the provisions relating to elections 
in The Municipal District Act will apply in so far as they 
are appli,cable. 

Section 8 provides that on the effective date of the 
establishment of the county each included municipality, 
school division and municipal hospital district ceases to 
exist and the county council acquires sole jurisdiction within 
the .county. On this date all powers and duties formerly 
exercised by any municipality, school division or municipal 
hospital district which is included are vested in the county 
council. Also, all property and other assets and liabilities 
apportioned to the county under the provisions of section 
5 are vested in the county. 

Sections 9 and 10 provide for the election of a·chairman of 
the county cou~cil who is vested with all the rights and 
powers of the reeve of a municipal district, the chairman 
of a board of trustees of a school division and the chairman 
of a board of trustees of a municipal hospital district. 

Section 11 vests in the county council all the powers and 
duties of the council or board of a municipality, school 
division or municipal hospital distri.ct. 

Section 12 authorizes the council to appoint a secretary
treasurer who shall be vested with all the rights and powers 
of the secretary-treasurer of a municipal district, school 
division or municipal hospital district and to appoint such 
other officials as may be required to assist the secretary
treasurer and to provide for the effi~ient conduct of the 
business of the county council and any of its committees. 

Section 13 provides for the appointment of three com
mittees, a municipal committee, a school committee and a 
hospital committee. Not less than three members of the 
council are to be appointed to each of these .committees. 

Section 14 provides that the school committee and the 
hospital committee may each co-opt the services of not more 
than three electors who are willing to act as members 
of the committee. 

Section 15 provides that members shall be appointed 
to the school committee and to the hospital committee to 
represent towns and villages which are deemed to be in
cluded in the county for school purposes or hospital pur
poses. The total number of members on either of these 
committees shall not exceed seven including at least three 
councillors not more than three members representing 
towns and villages and not more than three co-opted mem
bers. 

S~tion 16 provides that where a school division is in
cluded in a county and the division contains a school district 
which includes a town or village, the town or village is 
deemed to be included in the county for school purposes 
and is entitled to be represented on the school committee. 
In the case of such a school district that has been constituted 
a separate subdivision of the school division pursuant to 
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the prov1s1ons of The School Act, it may nominate an 
elector of the town or village to the school committee of the 
council. In the case of other school districts containing a 
town or village which have not been constituted a separate 
subdivision they are also entitled to representation on the 
school committee. However, the total number of members 
on the school committee representing towns and villages 
is restricted to three. If the number of towns and villages 
included in a county for s.chool purposes exceeds three 
those in school districts that have not been constituted 
separate subdivisions are represented on the school com
mittee in rotation from year to year in such a manner that 
the total number of such members never exceeds three. 

Section 17 makes similar provision for representation on 
the hospital committee of towns and villages which are 
included in the county for hospital purposes. 

Section 18 ·provides that a majority of the members of 
any committee shall be elected members of the county 
council. On any committee each member cop-opted and 
each member representing a town or village has the same 
rights and powers and receives the same remuneration and 
expenses as other members of the committee. 

Sections 19 to 21 set out the powers and duties of the 
municipal, school and hospital committees. Generally each 
of these committees exercises all the powers of the county 
council except the power to borrow money, pass a by-law or 
to do such other things as may be reserved to the county 
council either by by-law or by order of the Lieutenant Gover
nor in Council. Each of the committees prepares its esti
mates and submits them to the county council which finally 
adopts the budget for the county. The portion of the 
budget approved for each committee is expended under the 
jurisdiction of that committee. The school and hospital 
committees calculate the amount of the requisition to he 
made upon the council of any town or village which is 
deemed to be included in the county for school purposes or 
hospital purposes. The county council submits the re
quisition to the council of the town or village in the same 
manner as is provided in The School Act or The Municipal 
Hospitals Act, as the case may be, in so far as the said 
enactments are applicable. 

The provisions of The Municipal District Act, in so far as 
they can be made applicable and are not inconsistent with 
this Act, apply to every county. 

The Lieutenant Governor in Council is empowered to 
make such rules, regulations and orders as he deems neces
sary to properly carry out the purposes of this Act. 

KENNETH A. McKENZIE, 
Acting Legislative Counsel. 

(This note does not fortn any 1Jart of the Bill b·ttt is offered 
in explanation of its p1'ovis·ions.) 



REPRINTED BILL 

BILL 
No. 50 of 1950. 

An Act to provide for the Establishment of Local Govern
ment Units to be Known as Counties. 

(ABSented to , 1950.) 

HIS MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows : 

Short Title. 

1. This Act may be cited as "The County Act". 

Interpretation. 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,
(a) "Minister" means the Minister of Municipal 

Affairs; 
(b) "municipality" means any municipal district, im

provement district or special area; 
(c) "school division" includes a school district other 

than a separate schoBl district. 

Formation of Counties. 

3.-(1) The number {)f counties to be formed pursuant 
to the provisions of this Act shall not eueed four. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may proceed to 
form a county in any area pursuant to the provisions of 
section 4 only after receiving a request to do so from a 
municipalitf or from a school division which is wholly or 
partly within the said area. 

(S) Immediately after the expiration of four years from 
the date of the formation of any county the ~ounty council 
shall conduct a plebiscite of the electors to determine 
whether they are in favour of the continuation of the county 
or whether they desire to revert to the previous form of 
government. 

(4) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall make such 
regulations and orders and shall do all things neceasary 
to give effect to the decision of the electors as determined 
by the plebiscite. 

4.-(1~ The Lieutenant Governor in Counctl from time 
to time by order may,-



2 

(a.) establish in any area a local government unit to be 
known as "The County of ... ......................... , No ....... ," 
and fix its boundaries; 

(b) incorporate into any county the whole or any part 
of any existing municipality, school division or 
municipal hospital district that is within the 
boundaries of the county; 

(c) alter the area of any municipality, school division 
or municipal hospital district for the purpose of pro
viding a common boundary for the county and any 
municipality, school division or municipal hospital 
distri,ct included in the county ; 

(d) fix the number of councillors to be elected to the 
county council, which number shall be an odd num
·ber not in excess of eleven; 

(e) establish electoral divisions within the county and 
define their areas. 

(2) Every such order shall be published in The Alberta 
Gazette and shall become effective upon the first day of 
January in the year following the publication of the order. 

(3) The publication of the order shall be conclusive 
evidence of the legal formation of the ~ounty and of the 
fulfilment of all the conditions precedent thereto. 

5.-(1) Upon publication of the order the Minister,
( a) of Education in the case of school divisions; 
(b) of Municipal Affairs in the case of municipalities; 
(c) of Health in the case of municipal hospital districts; 

shall proceed to divide and apportion the assets and 
liabilities of any school division, municipality or municipal 
hospital district that is partly included in a county. 

(2) Each such Minister may give such orders and di
rections as may be necessary to give effect to his decisions. 

(3) The decisions of each such Minister shall be final 
and there shall be no appeal therefrom. 

6.-(1) The governing body of each county shall be a 
county council to be known as "The Council of the County of 
(naming the same) ; No. " . . 

(2) Upon the publication of the order and prior to the 
effective date of the establishment of the county the 
Minister by written order shall,-

( a.) fix a date on which nomination shall take place for 
members of the .county council; 

(b) fix a date for the elections; · 
(c) make all other necessary arrangements for the 

conduct of the elections; 
(d) fix a date for the first meeting of the county 

council. 
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'1. At the first election of the county council and at every 
subsequent election the election of members, the persons 
entitled to vote, preparation of a voters' list and all other 
matters or things in connection therewith, shall be governed 
by the provisions of The Municipal District Act in so far 
as they are ~pplicable. 

8. Upon the effective date of the establishment of the 
county,-

(a) each municipality, school division and municipal 
hospital district that is wholly included within the 
county shall cease to exist and its council or board 
shall cease to have or exercise any jurisdiction, 
power, duty or function: 

(b) the council or the board of any municipalitf, school 
division or municipal hospital district that IS partly 
included within the county shall cease to exercise 
any jurisdiction over that part t~t is included 
within the county; 

(c)· all rights, powers, privileges, duties and functions 
belonring to or appertaining to or exercised by any 
municipality, school division or municipal hospital 
district wholly or partly included or bf its board or 
council shall be deemed to be vested m the county 
or the county council, as the case may be, and the 
county council shall have sole jurisdiction within 
the county; 

(d) all properties and all other assets and liabilities 
that belonr to ~h municipality, school division 
and municipal hospital district that is wholly in
cluded within ~e. county shall ·be vested in the 
county; 

(.e) all properties and all other asseta and liabilities 
that have been divided pursuant to the provislons 
of section 5 and apportioned to the county shall be 
vested in the county; 

(/) all remedies that were available for the collection 
of any taxes due a municipality or school district 
shall be available to the county in a1I respects as 
though such taxes and arrears had been due to it. 

Powen uui Dutiel of the COUilty Couacil. 

9. The county council at its first meeting in each year 
shall elect a chairman from among its number. -

10. The chairman shall be the chief executive officer of 
the county and shall be vested with aD the rights, duties, 
privileges and powers of,-

(a) the reeve of a municipality; 
(b) the chairman of the board of trustees of a school 

division; and , 
(c) the chairman of the board of a municipal hospital 

district. 
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11. Except as otherwise provided by this Act the county 

council shall have and exercise all the rights, powers, 
privileaes, duties and functions conferred on,-

(a.) a council by the provisions of The Municipal 
District Act m respect of municipal matters; 

(b) a board of trustees of a school division by the pro
visions of The School Act in respect of school 
matters; 

(c) a board by the provisions of The Municipal 
Hospitals Act in respect of municipal hospital mat
ters. 

1». The council shall appoint,-
( a) a secretary-treasurer who shall be vested with all 

the rights, duties, privileges and powers of,-
(1) the ~etary-treasurer of a municipal district; 

(ii) the secretary-treasurer of a school division; 
and 

(iii) the secretary-treasurer of K municipal hospital 
district; 

(b) such other officials as may be required to assist the 
secretary-treasurer and to provide for the efficient 
conduct of the business of the county council and 
any of its committees. 

Appointment of Committees. 

13.-(1) A county council, at its first meeting in each 
year, shall appoint not less than three membere of the 
council, one of whom. shall be designated as the committee 
chairman, to each of the following committeee,-

(a) the municipal committee; 
(b) the school committee; and 
(c) if a municipal hospital district has been included, 

the hospital committee. 
(2) A county council may appoint such other committees 

as are deemed necessary. 

14. The school committee and the hospital committee 
may each co--opt the services of not more than three electors 
who are willing to act as members of the committee. 

15.-(1) Members shall be appointed to the school 
committee and to the hospital committee·to represent towns 
and villages which are deemed to be included in the county 
fOl' school purposes or hospital purposes as provided in 
sections 16 and 17. 

(2) The total number. of members on the school commit
tee or on the hospital committee shall not in any -case ex
ceed seven including,-

(a.) at leaat three members of the council appointed by 
the council; 



(IJ) not more than thrPe members rept·esf'nting towns 
and villages; 

(c) not more than three members. 

16.- ( 1) In the event that all or part of a ::~chool division 
included in a county contains a school district which includes 
a town or village such town or village,-

( a) shall be deemed to be included in the county for 
school purposes ; and 

(b) shall be represented on the school committee in ac
COl'dance with the following provisions. 

(2) On any such school district that has been constituted 
a separate subdivision of the school division pursuant to the 
provisions of The School Act, the board of trustees of the 
school district may nominate annually an elector of the town 
or village who shall be appointed by the county council to be 
a member of the school committee. 

(3) In any such school district, other than a school district 
mentioned in subsection (2), the board of trustees of the 
school district may nominate an elector of the town or 
village annually, subject to the provisions of subsection (4), 
who shall be appointed by the county council to be a member 
of the school committee. 

( 4) In the event that the number of school districts re
felTed to in subsections (2) and (3) exceeds three the 
county council shall arrange for the representation of the 
towns or villages included in the school districts referred 
to in subsection (3) in rotation from year to year in such 
a manner that the total number of members representing 
towns and villages appointed under both Hllbsections (2) 
and (3) does not exceed three. 

17.-(1) In the event that all or part of a municipal 
hospital district included in any county contains a town or 
village, such town or village,-

(ct) shall be deemed to be inclucled in the county for 
hospital purposes; and 

(l>) shall be represented on the hospital committee in 
accordance with the following provisions. 

(2) The council of the town or village may nominate an
nually an elector of the town or village who shall be 
appointed by the county council to be a member of the 
hospital committee. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection {1) . 
in the event that the number of towns and villages referred 
to in subsection (1) exceeds three the county council shall 
arrange for the rem·esentation of the towns or villages 
that are deemed to be within the county for hospital pur
poses in rotation from year to year in such a manner that 
the total number of members representing towns and vil
lages appointP!l to the hospital committee does not exceed 
three. 
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1.8.-(1) At all times a majority of the members of any 
committee shall be elected members of the county council. 

(2) Not more than half the members of the county council. 
shall be members of any one committee. 

(3) On any committee each member co-opted and each 
member representing a town or village shall have the same 
rights, privileges and powers and shall re~eive the same 
remuneration and expenses for attendance at meetings of 
the committee as the other members of the committee. 

Powers and Duties of Committees. 

1.9.-(1) The municipal, school and hospital committees 
shall have and exercise on behalf of the county council all 
the duties and powers that are conferred upon or exercised 
by a council or a board under the provisions of The Munici
pal District Act, The School Act or The Municipal Hospitals 
Act, as the case may be, except the powers,-

(a) to borrow money; 
(b) to pass a by-law; 
(c) to do such other things as may be reserved from 

time to time to the county council by by-law; 
(d) to do such other things as may be designated from 

time to time by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
(2) Each committee may exercise or perform its powers 

and duties in like manner and with the same effect as if the 
powers were exercised or the duties were performed by the 
county council. 

(3) Subject to the limitations and reservations men
tioned in subsection (1), the chairman of each committee 
may exercise or perform the rights, duties, privileges and 
powersof,-

(a) the reeve of a municipality; or 
(b) the chairman of the board of trustees of a school 

division; or 
(c) the chairman of the board of amunicipal hospital 

district; 
as the case may be, in like manner and with the same effect 
as if the same were exercised or performed by the chairman 
of the county council. 

20.-(1) The municipal, school and hospital committees 
shall submit their individual estimates to the county council 
in each year. 

(2) The county council shall consider and review the 
estimates and may reduce or increase the estimates of any 
committee or may return the estimates to the committee for 
revision. 

(3) The county council shall finally adopt the budget for 
the county, 

( 4) The portion of the budget of the county approved for 
each committee shall be administered and expended under 
the jurisdiction of that committee. 
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21.-(1) The school committee and the hospital com
mittee in preparing their estimates shall calculate the 
amount of the requisition to be made upon the council of 
any town or village which is deemed to be included in the 
county for school purposes or hospital purposes, as the case 
may be. : ·. ~ JKISI 

(2) The provisions of The School Act or The Municipal 
Hospitals Act, as the case may be, in so far as they are 
applicable, shall govern the preparation of the estimates 
and the cal,culation and payment of the requisitions. 

(3) The county council, when it has adopted the budget 
for the county, shall send the requisitions to the councils 
of the towns or villages contributing for school purposes or 
hospital purposes. 

General. 

22. Whenever in any Act reference is made to a 
municipal district, improvement district, special area, school 
division, municipal hospital district, municipality or local 
authority, or the board or council of any such district or 
local authority, in the case of a county it shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the county or the county council or one 
of the committees of the county council provided for herein, 
as the .case may be. 

23. The provisions of The Municipal District Act, in so 
far as they are not inconsistent with this Act, shall apply 
in their entirety to every county. 

24. Tlie Lieutenant Governor in Council from time to 
time may make such rules, regulations and orders, not in
consistent with the provisions of this Act, as he deems 
necessary for the proper carrying out of the purposes 
thereof. 

25. This Act shall come into force on the first day of July, 
1950. 
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