
Bill No. 42 of 1951. 

A BILL TO AMEND THE HOSPITALS ACT. 

NOTE. 

This Bill amends The Hospitals Act being chapter 184 
of the Revised Statutes of Alberta, 1942. 

Section 2, which is the interpretation section, is amended 
by the addition of a new dause (bb) immediately after 
clause (b) defining the expression ",contract holder". 

Section 2, clause Uj), which is the definition of "rate­
payer" is struck out and a new clause substituted. The 
word "real" is added before the word "property" so that 
the word "ratepayer" means a person liable to pay taxes 
in respect of real property. The word "wife" is also changed 
to the word "spouse". Thus, if the ratepayer happened to 
be a woman the definition would include her husband in the 
same way that the wife of a ratepayer is included when the 
ratepayer is a man. These changes were approved by O.C. 
816-50 subject to the enactment of this amendment retro­
aetive to the first day of June, 1950. The definition is 
further extended to include the surviving spouse, dependent 
family and domestic female help of a deceased ratepayer 
whose estate is liable to pay taxes. The effect of this is that 
when a ratepayer dies his wife and dependents are not 
deprived of the privilege of dollar a day hospitalization so 
long as the ratepayer's estate is liable to pay taxes. 

Sections 3a to 3 f are struck out and new sections are 
substituted in their· stead. Section 3a is unchanged. Section 
3b, subsection (1) is unchanged. Subsection (2) is new and 
authorizes the payment of grants on a per diem basis for 
hospitalization received by eontract holders. The condi­
tions of the payment of the grant are set out in the sub­
section. Subsection (3) is similar to the present subsection 
(2), e~cept that it applies to the hospitalization of persons 
who are sixteen years of age or over rather than to all 
persons over the age of three years. The new subsection 
(4) sets out the grants payable in respect of the hospitaliza­
tion of persons under sixteen years of age. Subsections 
(5) and (6) are new and deal with the per diem grants in 
respect of contract holders in eases where the conditions 
prescribed by subsection (2) are not met. Subsection (7) 
is similar to the present subsection (4). 

Sections 3c and 3e are similar to the present sections ex­
cept that they are amended to include references to -contract 
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holders and to make the corresponding change from three 
to sixteen years of age that was made in section 3b. 

Section 3f is unchanged. 

The heading "Incurables" preceding section 7 is struck 
out. This word was struck out of the section itself by an 
amendment in 1941 and is no longer properly descriptive of 
the persons to whom the section refers. 

The Bill comes into force on the day upon which it is 
assented to, except for the amendment to the definition of 
"ratepayer" which is deemed to have been in force at all 
times on and after the 1st day of June, 1950, and for 
the new subsections (2) and (5) of section 3b providing for 
gr~nts in respect of the hospitalization of contract holders 
which comes into force on the 1st day or July, 1951. 

KENNETH A. McKENZIE, 
Legislative Counsel. 

(This note does not form any part of the Bill but is offered 
in explanation of its provisions.) 



BILL 
No. 42 of 1951. 

An Act to amend The Hospitals Act. 

(Assented to , 1951.) 

HIS MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows: 

1. The Hospitals Act, being chapter 184 of the Revised 
Statutes of Alberta, 1~42, is hereby amended. 

2. Section 2 is amended,- Section :.! 

(a) by adding immediately after clause (b) the follow- amended 

ing new clause: 
" (bb) 'contract holder' 1neans a resident non-rate- "contract 

payer who has entered into a subsisting con- holder" 

tra,ct with a nlunicipal hospital district or a 
local authority to obtain standard ward 
hospitalization at a direct cost to him of one 
dollar or less per day, and includes the spouse 
and dependent family of a contract holder;"; 

(b) by striking out clause un and by substituting the 
following: 

"Uj) 'ratepayer' means any person liable to pay "ratepayer" 
taxes in respect of real property, and any per-
son liable to deliver a share of the ·crop as 
rental on prOVincial government lands, and in-
cludes the spouse, dependent family and dom-
estic female help of a ratepayer and the surviv-
ing spouse, dep~ndent family and domestic 
female help. of a deceased ratepayer whose 
estate is liable to pay the taxes or deliver the 
share of the crop for which the ratepayer was 
liable ;". 

3. Sections 3a to 3f inclusive are struck out and the fol- r:~'rosiftions 
lowing are substituted: inclusive 

"3a. (1) The Minister may pay a hospitalization grant,- ~~~{~,~ 
"(a) to the board of any 1nunicipal hospital district that to boar:d 

hospitalizes its ratepayers in a hospital operated ~~:~f:!lg 
by the board; and 

" (b) to the board of any municipal hospital district or to tgc~~a;~t~~r-
the local authority of any municipality,- ity p.r0v~ding 

• hospltahza-
"(1) that has entered into an agreement approved tion by 

by the Minister with the board of an approved agreement 
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hospital for the hospitalization o! its rate­
payers at a direct cost to the patIent of one 
dollar or less per day for standard ward hos­
pitalization; and 

"(ii) that has provided a contract plan for hospital­
ization whereby its resident non-ratepayers 
may obtain standard ward hospitalization at a 
direct cost to the patient of one dollar or less 
per day. 

"(2) vVhere a municipal hospital district board or the 
local authority of a nlunicipality enters into an agreement 
for the hospitalization of any or all of its ratepayers with 
the board of a nlunicipal hospital district that operates a 
hospital, the agreement shall provide that the hospitaliza­
tion and services to be available to ratepayers of the 
municip.al hospital district or local authority entering into 
the agreement is equivalent to the hospitalization and ser­
vices available to ratepayers within the municipal hospital 
district that operates a hospital under the scheme adopted 
in that municipal hospit.al district. 

"3b. (1) The hospitalization grant may be paid on a 
per diem basis for each day of hospitalization received by a 
ratepayer in the hospital operated by the municipal hospital 
district or in the hospital with which the municipal 
hospital district board or the local authority has made an 
agreement, as the case may be. 

"(2) The hospitalization grant may be paid on a per diem 
basis for each day of hospitalization received by a contract 
holder in a hospital operated by the municipal hospital 
district or in a hospital with which the municipal hospital 
district board or the local.authority has made an agreement, 
as the case may be, if,-

" (a) the cost of the contract to the contract holder does 
not exceed such amount as may be fixed from time 
to time by regulations; 

" (b) the contract holder is resident within the bound­
.aries of the municipal hospital district or local 
authority with which he has entered into the con­
tract; 

" (c) the municipal hospital district or local authority 
providing the contract plan for hospitalization 
authorizes the purchase of contracts by non-rate­
payers during the months of January or July of 
each ye.ar with benefits becoming available im­
mediately upon purchase of the contract. 

" (3) ~he per diem grant to be paid i!l respect of any 
person sIxteen years of age or over who IS hospitalized,-

" (a) in a group A hospital shall be two dollars and 
twenty-five cents; 

"(b) in a group B hospital shall be two dollars; 
"(c) in a group C hospital shall be one dollar and ninety 

cents; 
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"(d) in a grQUp D hQspital shall be Qne dQllar and 
seventy-five eents; 

" (e) in a grQUp E hQspital shall be Qne dQllar and sixty­
five cents. 

"(4) The per diem grant to be p.aid in respect Qf any 
perSQn under sixteen years Qf age who. is hQspitalized,-

"(a) in a grQUp A hQspital shall be Qne dQllar and 
seventy-five cents; 

" (b) in a group B hospital shall be Qne dQllar and fifty 
eents; 

"(c) in a grQUp C hQspital shall be Qne dQnar and fQrty 
cents; 

"(d) in a grQUp D hQspital shall be one dQllar and 
twenty-five cents; 

" (e) ina grQUp E hQspital shall be Qne dollar and fifteen­
cents. 

"(5) In any case where the cost Qf the contract to the 
contract hQlder exceeds the amount fixed by regulatiQn un­
der subsectiQn (2), clause (a), a grant may be paid to. the 
bQard of the municipal hQspital district or to. the lQcal 
authQrity Qf the municipality, as the ease may be, at the end 
Qf each calendar year equivalent to. the tQtal ,CQst Qf prQ­
viding standard ward hQspitalizatiQn to. 'CQntract hQlders as 
determined by the grQUp basic ward rate Qf the hQspital 
cQncerned after deducting therefrQm,-

" (a) the revenue resulting frQm the Qne dQllar per day 
payable by the patients; and 

" (b) the revenue frQm the sale Qf cQntracts. 
" (6) In no. case shall the grant payable under subsectiQn ~ospitaliza­

(5) exceed the per diem grant mentiQned in subsectiQns (3) U~~t~dant 
and (4). 

"(7) The hQspitalizatiQn grants authQrized by this sec- 4ppropria­
tiQn shall be paid Qut Qf such mQneys as may be apprQ- bon 

priated by the Legislature fQr the purpQse, 
"3c. In the case Qf a ratepayer Qr cQntract hQlder who. ~ospitaliza-

, , l' t' bon of reCeIveS hQSpIta Iza IOn,- emergency 
• • or medically 

" (a) 'as an emergency admIsSIOn; Qr refez:re? 

d · II f d 1 • • admISSIOns " ( b) as a me lca y re erre aamISSIOn ; 
in an apprQved hQspital, Qther than the hQspital operated by 
the municipal hQspital district Qr the hQspital with which his 
municipal hQspital distriet bQard Qr lQcal authQrity has en­
tered into. 'an agreement, if the municipal hQspital district 
Qr lQcal authority which WQuld have been resPQnsible fQr his 
hQspitalizatiQn pays Qn aCCQunt Qf the hQspitalizatiQn Qf 
such patient an amQunt equivalent to. the eQst Qf the stand­
ard ward hQspitalizatiQn to. which he WQuld have been 
entitled in the hQspital Qperated by the municipal hQspital 
district, Qr in the hQspital with which his municipal hQspital 
district bQard Qr lQcal authQrity has entered into. an agree­
ment, the Minister may pay to. the municipal hQspital dis­
trict Qr to. the local authQrity, as the case may be, the per 
diem hQspitaliz'atiQn grant 'equivalent to. the grant which 
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would have been paid if the patient had been hospitalized 
in the hospital operated by the municipal hosp~tal d!str!ct 
or the hospital with which his municipal hospItal dIstrIct 
board or local authority has entered into an agreement. 

"3d. The per diem grant shaH not be paid,-
"(a) in respect of any ratepayer when hospitalization is 

being provided under The Workmen's Compensa­
tion Act, 1948, or under any legislation passed by 
the Province; or 

" (b) in respect of any persons 'Or class- of persons who 
may be excluded by order of the Lieutenant Gover­
nor in Council from the classes of· persons in respect 
of whom grants are payable. 

"3e. (1) In any .case where the municipal hospital dis­
trict board of the local authority enters into an agreement 
with an approved hospital in respect of persons sixteen 
years of age or over at a daily rate lower than,-

,~ (a) four dollars and fifty cents per day in the ease of 
a hospital in group A; 

" (b) four dollars per day in the case of a hospital in 
group B; 

" (c) three dollars and seventy-five cents per day in the 
case of a hospital in group C; 

" (d) three dollars and fifty cents per day in the ease of 
a hospital in group D; 

"(e) three dollars and twenty-five cents per day in the 
case of a hospital in group E ; 

the per diem grant shall be reduced in proportion to the re­
duction so obtained. 

"(2) In any case where the municipal hospital district 
board of the local authority enters into an agreement with 
an approved hospital in respect of persons under sixteen 
years of age at a daily rate lower than,-

" (a) three dollars and fifty cents per day in the case of 
a hospital in group A; 

" (b) three dollars per day in the case of a hospital in 
group B; 

"(c) two dollars and seventy-five cents per day in the 
case of a hospital in group C; 

"(d) two dollars and fifty cents per day in the case of a 
hospital in group D; 

" (e) two ~olla~s al~d twenty-five cents per day in the case 
of a hospItal In group E; 

the per diem gr3:nt shall be reduced in proportion to the 
reductIOn so obtaIned. 

"3f. (1) For purposes of this section-, 
"(a) m.unicipality includes a munieipal hospital dis­

trIct; 
"( b) a m~nicipal hospital district that operates its own 

hospItal shal! be deemed to be a municipality that 
has entered Into an agreement with that hospital. 
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"(2) Where a person who received hospitalization is a ~Sc~i~~{i~~~' 
ratepayer in two or more municipalities, eaeh of which has tion 

entered into an agreement with the hospital under section 
3a,-

"(a) if such person is a resident of one of such munici­
palities,-

"(i) the hospital shall render its account only to the 
municipality of which he is a resident, which 
municipality shall be responsible for the hos­
pitalization pursuant to its agreement; and 

"(ii) the Minister shall pay the grant to that mun­
icipality; 

" (b) if such person is not resident in any of sueh 
munidpalities he shall designate to the hospital 
which municipality he desires to be -responsible for 
the hospitalization pursuant to its agreement; and 

" (i) the hospital shall render its account only to 
that municipality; and 

"(ii) the l\1inister shall pay the grant to that mun­
icipality. 

"3g. The Minister, with the approval of the Lieutenant Regulations 

Governor in Council, may make any regulations deemed 
necessary or advisable in connection with the administra-
tion or payment of the per diern hospitalization grant.". 

4. The heading "Incurables." appearing imlnediately be- ~;~~l~n~ut 
f'Ore section 7 is struck out. 

5. This Act shall come into force on the day upon which ~~~~~~ce 
it is assented to, except for,-

(a) clause (b) of secti'On 2 which shall be deemed to 
have been in force at all times on and after the 
first day of June, 1950; and 

(b) that portion of section 3 enacting subsections (2) 
and (5) of s,ection 3b which said subsections shall 
come into force on the first day of July, 1951. 
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