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Explanatory Note 

General. This Bill will. p~'~vide.j! the necessary authority to 
regulate and control the actIvlt-C::; 01. seed dealers in the Province 

of Alberta. 

1. Short title. 

2. Definition of terms used in the Act. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor in Council is authorized to make 
regulations requiring the licensing of seed dealers and their agents 
and pr~scribing condit!ons of licensing and the fees therefor. ~h.e 
regul~tIon~ may prescl'lbe the manner of dealing in seed and pro~lblt 
practIces In seed dealings or restrict practices. The regulatIOns 
may empower the Minister of Agriculture to refuse licences, or 
renewals, and to cancel licences unless the aDpEcant is bonded 
and remains bonded. -



BILL 
No. 59 of 1957 

An Act respecting the Regulation and Licensing of 
Seed Dealers 

(Assented to ,1.957) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as "The Seed Deale1's Act", 

2. In this Act, 
(a) "inspector" means an inspector or other officer or 

person appointed or authorized to perform any 
duty under this Act or the regulations; 

(b) "seed" means any seed except seed of field roots, 
and vegetable and garden seeds and bulbs; 

(c) "seed dealer" means any person, partnership, cor­
poration, co-operative association or seed marketing 
or shipping organization purchasing seed in Al­
berta whether as principal or agent from producers 
or from others having seed for sale, but does not 
include a farmer, rancher or person buying seed 
for his own use; 

(d) "Minister" means the Minister of Agriculture; 
(e) "regulations" means any rules or regulations made 

under the authority of this Act. 

3. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make 
rules and regulations concerning any or all of the matters 
following: 

(a) requiring seed dealers, or any specified class of 
seed dealers to be licensed, and prescribing the con­
ditions under which licences may be granted or 
refused, the fees payable in respect of such licences, 
and, where deemed expedient, different fees for 
different classes of licences; 

(b) prescribing the manner in which any seed dea,Ier 
so licensed is to deal in any seed in respect of whIch 
he is required to be licensed, and prohibiting or 
restricting any practice, system or method of deal­
ing in any seed; 
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4. When regulations are made, the dealing in seed is prohibited 
except by licensed seed dealers. 

5. The Minister of Agriculture is empowered to make rules and 
regulations respecting the manner of issuing licences, the form 
of licences and the issuers thereof. 

. 6. The Lieutenant Governor in Council authorized to appoint 
msped.ors, and to make inspectors and officials of the Department 
of AgrIculture of Canada inspectors under this Act. 

7. Perm!ts entry upon premises of seed dealers and searches 
thereon wIthout a warrant, by authorized persons. 
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(c) empowering the Minister in his discretion to refuse 
any application for a licence or a renewal of a 
licence or to cancel any licence unless the appli­
cant or the holder furnishes the }Vlinister with a 
bond 
(i) in favour of the Crown, 
(ii) issued by a company authorized to transact 

business in the Province, 
(iii) in such amount and fornl as the Minister may 

prescribe, and 
(iv) expressed to be payable on default being made 

in the payment of any money payable for the 
purchase price of the seed, 

and empowering the Minister in his discretion to 
cancel the licence upon any such bond terminating 
for any reason and to apply any moneys recovered 
under any such bond in paying, rateably, claims for 
the price of the seed sold to the holder of the 
licence. 

(2) A regulation made pursuant to this section shall be 
published in The Alber-ta Gazette and takes effect upon 
publication or upon such subsequent date as may be fixed 
in the regulation. 

4. (1) Where any regulation made under section 3 be­
comes effective, no person who is thereby required to be 
licensed shall engage in the business of dealing in any kind 
of seed for the dealing in which a licence is required, unless 
he is the holder of a subsisting licence authorizing him to 
deal in such seed. 

(2) Every licence shall be issued by the Minister and 
expires on the last day of June following the date of issue. 

5. (1) The Minister may lllake rules and regulations as 
to the manner of issuing licences, the forms to be used in 
relation thereto, and the persons from whom and the places 
at which licences lllay be obtained. 

(2) The Minister may in his discretion refuse any ap­
plication for a licence and may cancel or suspend for a 
specified period or indefinitely any licence previously issued 
in any case where he is satisfied that the holder of the licence 
has contravened any regulation relating to such business. 

H. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, subject 
to The Public SeTvice Act, appoint such inspectors as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may lllake any 
officers and inspectors of the Department of Agriculture of 
Canada ex officio inspectors under this Act. 

7. (1) A person appointed for the purpose by the 
Minister may at any time, without a warrant t~erefor, 
enter into any and every part of any place of bUSIness of 
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8. Offences against the Act stipulated and penalties provided. 

9. Act intended to relate to seed dealings wholly within Al­
berta; in prosecutions onus on accused to prove that transaction 
not one taking place wholly within Province. 

~O. Coming into force provision. 
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a seed dealer and examine and take copies of all documents 
books, records, and samples therein and make searches i~ 
every part thereof and of the premises connected there­
with as he thinks necessary. 

(2) No person being in or having charge of any such 
place or premises shall refuse or fail to admit a person so 
appointed when attempting to enter pursuant to this section 
in the execution of his duty. 

(3) ~o person s~all obstruct or attempt to ~bstruct any 
person In the exerCIse of any of the powers gIven him by 
this section. 

8. (1) A seed dealer who deals in any seed at a time 
when he is not the holder of a valid and subsisting licence 
authorizing him to do so is guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction, 

(a) for a first offence, to a fine of not more than two 
hundred dollars and in default of payment to im­
prisonment for a term of not more than ninety 
days, and 

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent offence to a 
fine of not less than two hundred dollars and not 
more than one thousand dollars and in default of 
payment to imprisonment for a term of not more 
than six months. 

(2) A person contravening any provision of section 7 is 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of not more than fifty dollars or to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding one month or to both fine and 
imprisonment. 

(3) A person contravening any provision of this Act for 
which no other penalty is provided or of any regulation is 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of not more than five hundred dollars and in default 
of payment to imprisonment for a term of not more than 
ninety days. 

9. (1) The purpose and intent of this Act is to regulate 
transactions that take place wholly within the Province, 
and nothing in this Act shall be construed as affecting or 
regulating any transaction that is not subject to the legis­
lative authority of the Province. 

(2) In any prosecutions under this Act or regulations, 
the burden of proving that the transaction in questi~n w~s 
one that did not take place wholly within the PrOVInce IS 
on the person accused. 

10. This Act comes into force on the day upon which it 
is assented to. 
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