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Explanatory Note

General—By this Bill it is proposed to change the basis of grants
to health units. At present a health unit is paid sixty per cent of
certain defined expenses, It is proposed to change this to a per
capita grant. (See clause 7). As the grant will no longer be related
to the operating expenses of the unit it is considered no longer
necessary or desirable to retain such a detailed control of the affairs
of the dhealth unit and such provisions are accordingly being
removed.

2. (a) Order constituting a health unit will be required to set
a date upon which the health unit comes into operation.

(b) The Public Health Act requires a municipality to appoint
a local board of health. This amendment will prevent an unneces-
sary duplication of services where a health unit also exists in the
municipality.

3. Section 7 presently reads:

‘7. The board may pass a resolution providing for payment to the
members thereof of a sum not exceeding

‘“(a) ten dollars per day for each member for each meeting, and

‘*(b) twelve cents per mile for each mile necessarily travelled by
car upon health unit business approved by the board.”,

4. Sections 11 and 12 govern the professional personnel that may
be employed by a health unit and require their appointment to be
approved by the Minister. Subsection (1) of the proposed section
11 is subsection (2) of the present section 12. The proposed section
11, subsection (2) is necessary for pension purposes.



BILL

No. 85 of 1958
A Bill to amend The Health Unit Act
(Assented to , 1958)

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta,
enacts as follows:

1. The Health Unit Act, being chapter 189 of The Re-
vised Statutes of Alberta, 1955, is hereby amended.

2. Section 8 is amended
(a) as to subsection (3)

(i) by striking out the word “and” at the end of
clause (a),

(ii) b%r adding the word *, and” at the end of clause

(iii) by adding the following new clause immediately
after clause (b):
‘“(c¢) shall set the date upon which the health
unit comes into operation.”,
(b) by adding the following new subsection immediately
after subsection (38):

“(4) Where a municipality is included in an op-
erating health unit, then notwithstanding the pro-
visions of The Public Health Act, the board of the
health unit shall be the local board of health under
The Public Health Act and the medical officer of
the health unit shall be the local medical officer
of health of the municipality.”.

3. Section 7 is struck out and the following section is
substituted :

“g. The board may pass a resolution authorizing the
payment to members thereof of allowances not exceeding
the amounts that would be paid by their respective councils
to members of the council for similar services.”.

4. Sections 11 and 12 are struck out and the following
is substituted:

“11. (1) Each member of the staff holds his appoint-
ment during the pleasure of the board.

f“ (2) The board shall promptly advise the Department
0



5. Section 13, subsection (2) presently reads as follows:

‘‘(2) The board may pay salaries in excess of those approved under
subsection (1), but the excess saiaries shall not be considered in cai-
culating the amount of the grant to be paid by the Department or the
Xa{utory deductions to be made under The Public Service Pension

ot.”.

These words are removed as the grants are no longer related to
certain specified expenses.

8. Section 15 is amended to remove the necessity of the Minister
approving the budget and to add a deadline date for preparation.

7. Section 16 presently reads as follows:

‘‘16. The Department shall pay to each health unit out of moneys
appropriated for that purpose by the Legislature, sixty per cent of the
cost of furnishings, equipment, salaries, transportation and other op-
erating costs, included in the budget as approved.”.

This amendment will change the whole basis of grants under the
Act. At present the grant is sixty per cent of certain fixed costs of
the health unit, The amendment changes the grant to a per capita
basis and as the cost of operating a unit varies with the size the
per capita grant varies accordingly. The health unit is required
to match the grant with a sum of two-thirds of the grant.

8. Section 17, subsection (3) presently reads:

‘‘“(3) Population figures shall be based on the most recent federal
census, or on the annual census figures that have been taken under
The Munlicipai Assistance Act and approved by the Department of
Municipal Affairs.”

9. (a) Section 18, subsection (1) presently reads as follows:

‘“18. (1) The board shall appoint an official auditor to be approved
by the Minlster.”.
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“(a) the appointment of any person to the staff, and

“(b) the termination of the employment of any
person.”.

5. Section 13, subsection (2) is amended by striking
out the words “the amount of the grant to he paid hy the
Department or”,

6. Section 15 is struck out and the following is substi-
{uted:

“15. The board shall prepare a budget of its estimated
expenses for each year and shall submit a copy to the
Minister prior to the first day of January of the year.”.

7. Section 16 is struck out and the following section is
substituted :

“168. (1) In every year, out of the moneys appropriated
by the Legislature for the purpose, the Department shall
pay to each eligible health unit grants to be calculated as
follows,

“(a) for general health unit services

“(i) where the population is less than fifly thous-
and persons a grant per person of one dollayr
and forty-five cents less one cent for each
one thousand of population, or

“(i1) where the population is fifty thousand per-
sons or more a grant per person of ninety-
five cents,

“and

“(b) for dental services where such services are pro-
vided in accordance with the regulations a grant
eql;al to twenty per cent of the grant under clause
(a).

“(2) A health unit is eligible for a grant for general
health unit services or for dental services when for such
service the contributing councils provide the board of the
health unit a sum at least equal to two-thirds of the grant
that may be made under subsection (1) for that service.

“(3) The total population shall be the figure obtained
pursuant to subsection (3) of section 17.

‘(1) The funds provided by the Department and the

contributing counecils, pursuant to this section, shall con-
stitute the bhasic hudget of the health unit.”.

8. Section 17, subsection (3) is ameuded by adding im-
mediately after the word “Affairs” the words “in the
calendar year preceding that in which the fiscal year
bhegins’.

9. Secction 18 is amended

(a) as to subsection (1) by striking out the words “to
be approved by the Minister”,
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(b) subsection (3) of section 18 presently reads:

“(3) Upon receipt of the auditor’s financial statement, each con-
tributing council and the Department shall determine the amount of
the overpayment, if any, nmade by it to the board during the preceding
fiscal year, and that overpayment may be deducted from its share of
the budget for the current fiscal year.”

(c) Subsection (4) of section 18 presently reads as follows:

''(4) The board shail prepare financial disbursement statements
quarterly pursuant to estimates in the approved budget and shall for-
ward a copy thereof to the Minister.”,

10. Section 20, subsection (2), clause (a) reads as follows:
‘‘(2) Without restricting the generality of the foregoing, the Lieuten-
ant Governor in Council may make regulations,
‘“(a) governing
¢(i) the handling of funds by health units,

(i th?i collection of contributions due from municipalities,
an

“(iil) the collection of outstanding accounts,’.
See clause 7.

11. Section 21 presently reads as follows:

‘21. (1) Bach existing health unit organized under The Public Health
Act shall continue to operate under that Act until such time as it can be
reconstituted for operation under this Act by an order of the Lieutenant
Governor in Council

“(2) Such order

‘“(a) may provide for any matter or thing deemed necessary or
advisable to provide for or facilitate the reconstitution of
the health unit and its operation in compliance with this
Act, and

‘‘(b) shall designate the effective date u%on which the health
unit will cease to operate under The Public Health Act and
commence to operate under this Aect.”

This provision is no longer necessary.

12. Section 22 presently reads as follows:

“22. A health unit set up under this Act or any other Act of the
Province dealing with health units, may be abolished at any time by
order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council.”.

This reference is no longer necessary as the references in other
Acts are repealed.

13. Section 23 presently reads as follows:

¢23. The cost of such transportation, hospitalization, medical care
and attention, drugs and dressings as {8 not provided by the health
unit staff, but is recommended by the staff and approved by the board,
for an indigent sick resident of a health unit area, is the responsibility
of the municipality of which such indigent person is a resident, as
provided for under the municipal Acts, The Public Health Act and The
Hospltals Act.”.

With the new basis for grants (see clause 6) this provision is
no longer necessary.

14. Section 24 presently reads as follows:

24, Nothing In this Act limits the authority granted to any council
under its municipal Act.”.
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(b) by striking out subsection (3) and by substiuting
the following:

“(3) The board shall refund to the Department
and to the contributing councils, in proportion to
the contribution made by each, that portion of the
unexpended balance, as shown by the auditor’s
financial statement, that exceeds five per cent of
the basic budget of the health unit for the fiscal
year.”,

(¢) as to subsection (4) by striking out the word
“approved”.

10. Section 20, subsection (2) is amended by adding im-
mediately after clause (a) the following new clause:
“(al) prescribing the types of service and the level of
service to be provided by a health unit,”.

11. Section 21 is repealed.

12. Section 22 is amended by striking out the words
“set up under this Act or any other Act of the Province
dealing with health units,”.

13. Section 23 is struck out and the following section
is substituted:
_“23. A contributing council may pass a resolution to
withdraw its support from a health unit but
“(a) the withdrawal of the contributing council shall
only take effect at the end of a fiscal year of the
health unit, and
“(D) notice of the resolution shall be given to the
Minister and to any other contributing councils
participating in the operations of the health unit

at least six months before the end of the fiscal
year.”,

14. Section 24 is repealed.

15. This Act comes into force on the day upon which
it is assented to.
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