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Explanatory Note 

General. This Bill will repeal and replace The Housing Act 
(chapter 149 'Of the Revised Statutes). The Act being repealed 
was enabling legislation authorizing municipalities to take ad
vantage of the National Housing Act, 1954 (Canada). Recently 
the federal Act was extensively amended to provide new forms 
of assistance, including assistance in undertaking urban renewal 
schemes. The provincial legislation is being rewritten to reflect 
these amendments. 

2. Definitions. 

3. Authority for the Province and municipalities to enter into 
agreements for the provision of housing accommodation. 
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HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows: 

1. This Act may be dted as HThe Alberta Housing Act". 

2. In this Act, 
(a) "Corporation" means the Central Mortgage and 

Housing Corporation established by the Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation Act (Canada) ; 

( b) "federal Act" means the National Housing Act, 
1954 (Canada) as amended from time to time; 

(c) "Minister" means the Minister of Municipal Af
fairs; 

(d) "municipality" means a city, town, village, c.ounty 
or municipal district; 

and other words have the same meaning they have in the 
federal Act. 

Public Housing 

3. (1) The Province may enter into agreements with 
(a) the Government .of Canada, 
(b) the Corporation, 
(c) any municipality, and 
(d) any housing authority established under section 4, 

or any ,combination .of them, to undertake joint projects of 
a type mentioned in subsection (1) .of section 35A of the 
federal Act. 

(2) With the approval of the Province, a municipality 
may enter into agreements with 

(a) the Government of Canada, 
(b) the Corporation, 
(c) the Pr.ovince or any agency there.of, and 
(d) any housing authority established under section 4, 



4. Incorporation of housing authorities to manage housing 
projects on behalf of Canada and the Province. 

5. The Province may require a municipality to bear part of 
the costs of a housing project. 

6. Authority for and powers of a municipality to undertake 
housing proj ects. 

7. Borrowing powers of a municipality in connection with an 
approved proj ect. 
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or any com?inati~n of them,. to undertake joint projects of a 
type mentIOned In subsection (1) of section 35A of the 
federal Act. 

4. (1) For the purpose of carrying out agreements 
entered into pursuant to section 3, the Lieutenant Governor 
in 'Council may, by order, incorporate housing authoritie-s 
consisting of such number of persons as he determines. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall appoint the 
members of a housing authority to hold office during 
pleasure .or for such term as he determines and shall des
ignate one of them to be ,chairman and 'another to be vice
chairman. 

(3) 'The Lieutenant 'Governor in Council may vest in a 
housing auth.ority such powers, functions and duties as he 
considers necessary or advisable to carry out 'any agree
ment, including the power to acquire and dispose of land 
and the power to acquire, operate and maintain h.ousing 
projects and housing accommodation . 

. 5. As a condition 'Of the Province entering into an agree
ment with the Government of Canada under section 35A of 
the federal Act to undertake a project of the type mentioned 
in subsection (1) of that section ,in a municipality, the 
Province may require the municipality to bear up to ten 
per cent of the capital costs and the profits and losses of the 
project. 

6. (1) A municipality may, with the approval of the 
Province, acquire, undertake, carry to completion, maintain 
and operate a public housing project or housing acc.ommoda
tion within the municipality. 

(2) For the purposes of an approved project a municipal
ity, under the authority of a by-law, may 

(a) acquire and develop land for housing purposes, 
(b) construct housing projects or housingaccommoda

tion for sale or for rent, and 
(c) acquire, improve and convert existing building-s for 

a housing project or for housing accommodation, 
and may exercise any other power or do any other thing 
that may be required to be exercised or done for the purposes 
of the approved project. 

7. (1) A municipality may, with the approval of the 
Province, borrow such moneys as 'are necessary to enable it 
to develop and ,implement an approved project, and to 
secure the moneys borrowed 
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(a) the municipality may issue debentures as pr.ovided 
in its governing municipal Act, except that the by
law authorizing the borrowing does not require the 
assent of the proprietary electors, or 



8. Agreements to undertake urban renewal schemes. 

9. Powers of a municipality in connection with an urban re
newal scheme. 

10. Content of and enforcement of housing standards by-law 
in an urban renewal area. 
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(b) the municipality may mortgage the land held for 
the housing project, ,in which case it need not issue 
debentures notwithstanding anything contained in 
its governing municipal Act. 

(2) A municipality may appropriate moneys from the 
~ene~al, reven?e of the municipality to defray the muni
cIpalIty s portIOn of any annual expenses or losses incurred 
in the operating of an approved project. 

Urban Renewal 

8. (1) 'The Province may enter into agreements with the 
CQrporation and with municipalities for the preparation of 
urban renewal schemes and for the carrying 'Out of urban 
renewal schemes. 

(2) With the approval of the Province a municipality may 
enter into 'agreements with the Corporation and with the 
Province for the preparation of an urban renewal scheme 
and the carrying out of an urban renewal scheme. 

9. (1) A municipality, with the approva,l of the Province, 
may prepare and ,carry out an urban renewal scheme for a 
blighted or substandard area of the municipality. 

(2) Without restricting the powers it has under its 
governing municipal Act and The Planning Act, a munici
pality, for the purposes of carrying out an approved urban 
renewal s,cheme, 

(a) may acquire and clear, service and develop land 
within the urban renewal area, 

( b) may demolish, remove, replace, renovate, repair and 
maintain buildings and other improvements owned 
or acquired by it in the urban renewal area, 

(c) may sell, lease or otherwise alienate property in the 
urban renewal area, 

(d) may provide assistance by grant or loans to the 
'Owners of property in the urban renewal area for 
the renovation or r'epair of that property on such 
terms as to security and repayment as the munici
palityconsiders just, 

(e) may assist the relocation of persons dispossessed of 
housing accommodation by the scheme, 

(I) may, subject to section 10, establish and enforce 
minimum standards for existing property in the 
urban renewal area, and 

(g) may exercise any other power or do any act or thing 
that may be required to be exercised or done in 
'Order to carry out the urban renewal scheme, 

under the authority of by-laws. 

10. (1) Sections 130 to 132 and 137 of The Planning Act 
apply mutatis mutandis, with respect to a by-law under 
claus~ <I) of subsection (2) of section 9. 
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(2) The by-law may 
(a) prescribe standards for the maintenance and oc

cupancy ,of property and pvohiihit the use of 
property that does not conform to the prescribed 
standards, and 

(b) require property that does not conf.orm to the pre
scrIbed standards to be repaired and maintained to 
comply with the standards .or the land thereof to 
be cleared of all buildings and structures and left in 
a graded and level eondition. 

(3) 'The by-law may provide that the municipal planning 
commission or the development c,ontrol officer of the munici
pality may be authorized to act on behalf of the council of 
the municipality in the administration of the by-law. 

(4) The by-law is not enforceable with respect to property 
until notice has been sent by registered mail to or served 
on the assessed owner and all persons shown by the records 
of the land titles office to have an interest in the property 
and upon the occupant thereof, Hany, stating that the 
property does not comply with the standards prescribed in 
the by-law and that repairs are required to be made thereto, 
giving reasonable particulars of the repairs required to be 
made, or that the land must be deared and left in a graded 
and level eondition and stating the time within which the 
repairs are to be made or the clearing is to be done, which 
,shall not be less than six months, and that, if the repair 
or clearance is not 80 done within the time specified, the 
municipality may carry out the repair or clearance and the 
cost of the work done may be levied against the property as 
a debt due to the municipality or charged against the land 
concerned as taxes due and owing in respect of that land 
'and recover the eost as such. 

(5) A person entitled to notice under subsection (4) may 
within ten days of the receipt of the notice appeal 

(a) to the development appeal board of the municipality, 
or 

(b) where no development appeal board is established, 
to the council. 

(6) A person affected by a decision of a development 
appeal board under this section may, within ten days after 
the receipt by him of the decision, appeal the decision to 
the coundl. 

(7) The development appeal board or the council, as the 
,case may be, shall hold a hearing of each appeal and in de
termining the appeal, it 
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(a) may confirm, reverse or vary the decision appealed 
from, and 

(b) may grant an extension of not more than one year 
from the end of the time specified in the notice given 
under Isubsection (2) within which the repairs are to 
be made or the clearing is to be done, 



II. Provincial share of the costs of an urban renewal scheme. 

12. Borrowing powers of a municipality in connection with an 
urban renewal scheme. 

13. Power of municipality to acquire land by expropriation and 
ahead of need. 
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but no extension shall be granted unless the development 
appeal board or the council is .of the .opinion that a refusal 
of the appeal would result in undue hardship and not m.ore 
than two extensions may be granted in respect of any 
pr.operty. 

(8) A person affected by a decisi.on .of a council under 
this sec~i?n may, within ten days after the receipt by him .of 
the deCIsIOn, appeal the decisi.on t.o the Provincial Planning 
Board. 

11. (1) Pursuant to an agreement with a municipality.or 
the Corporation, the PrDvince may pay up tD three-fifths .of 
the share that is not paid by the Corporation of 

(a) the eost .of the preparati.on of an urban renewal 
scheme, including the cost of all economic, social 
and 'engineering research and planning necessary 
the ref Dr, and 

(b) the costs of carrying out an urban renewal scheme, 
including the acquisition, dearing, demolition and 
disposition of lands and buildings and the installa
tion .of municipal services and works, .other than 
public buildings, in the urban renewal area. 

(2) Every 'agreement entered into with a municipality 
under this section shall pr.ovide that the municipality 
will pay the Province up to three-fifths of the share that is 
not paid to the Corporation of 

(a) any moneys received by the 'municipality from the 
sale, lease or other disposition of land in the urban 
renewal area, and 

(b) the value, as determined in the manner provided 
in the agreement, of land in the urban renewal area 
retained by the municipality fDr public purposes. 

12. A municipality may, with the approval .of the Pr.o
vince, borrow such moneys as are necessary to enable it to 
prepare and carry .out an urban renewal scheme and to 
secure the moneys borrowed 

(a) the municipality may issue debentures as pr.ovided 
in its governing municipal Act, except that the 
by-law authorizing the borrowing does not require 
the assent of the proprietary electors, or 

(b) the municipality may mortgage the lands in the 
urban renewal area that are held by it fDr the 
purposes of the scheme, in which case it need not 
.issue debentures notwithstanding anything con
tained in its governing municipal Act. 

General 

13. (1) Land may be acquired b~ a. municipality. under 
sections 6 and 9 by purchase, exproprIatIon.or otherwIse and 
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14. The Province may borrow from Central Mortgage and Hous
ing Corporation for the purposes of an agreement und'er this Act. 

15. Co-operative housing projects. 

16. Authority of the Minister. 

17. Regulations. 
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it may be acquired before it is actually needed for and in 
'anticipation of, a future urban renewal scheme o~ public 
housing proj ect. 

(2) The powers mentioned in this section and sections 6 
and 9 shall be exercised subject to such conditions and re
str~ctions as the Lieutenant Governor in Council may pre
scrIbe. 

14: The Province may borrow money from the Corpor
poratlOn for any 'of the purposes mentioned in section 23C, 
35G, 35D or 36F of the federal Act, on such terms and con
ditions as the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers 
proper. 

15. Where the Province enters into an agreement with 
the Government of Canada under section 35A of the federal 
Act and with a co-operative association to undertake a co
operative housing project, the Province may bear not more 
than twenty-five per cent of the capital costs of the project 
on such terms as to security and repayment as the Lieuten
ant Governor in Council consider,s proper. 

16. (1) Any agreement that may be entered into by the 
Province under this Act may, with the approval of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council, be entered into by the 
Minister. 

(2) Any approval that is to be given by the Province 
under this Act or the federal Act may be given by the 
Minister. 

(3) For the purpose of any agreement entered into under 
this Act, the Minister may acquire land by purchase,ex
propriation or otherwise and dispose of the land on such 
terms and conditions as may be proper to give effect to ,the 
terms of the agreement. 

(4) With respect to improvement districts and special 
areas, the Minister may exercise all the powers given a 
municipality by sections 6, 9, 10 and 13. 

17. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council n;ay make 
such regulations as he considers necessary or advIsable for 
the purpose of 

(a) giving effect to this Act according to its true in
tent, and 

(b) supplying any deficiency in the provisions of this 
Act. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may 
(a) authorize a municipality to do, or 
(b) prohibit a municipality from doing, 

any act or thing he deems expedient in ,order to avoid undue 
delay or other problems in the implementation or operation 
of any scheme or project authorized under this Act. 
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18. Repeal of present Act. 

19. Commencement of Act. 
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18. The Housing Act, being chapter 149 of the Revised 
Statutes, is repealed. 

19. This Act comes into force on the day upon which it 
is assented to. 
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