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BILL 51 
1968 

An Act to revise and consolidate The Alberta Housing Act 

(Assented to , 1968) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as The Alberta Housing Act, 
1968. 

2. In this Act, 
(a) "co-operative housing project" means a housing 

project built by a co-operative association incorpor
ated under the laws of Canada or of Alberta; 

(b) "Corporation" means the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation established by the Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation Act (Canada) ; 

(c) "family of low income" means a family that re
ceives a total family income that, in the opinion 
of the Province, is insufficient to permit it to rent 
or purchase housing accommodation adequate for 
its needs at the current market rate in the area in 
which the family lives; 

(d) "federal Act" means the National Housing Act, 
1954 (Canada) as amended from time to time; 

(e) "land assembly project" means a project for the 
acquisition, servicing and developing of raw land 
for housing purposes and aimed at providing ser
viced land for sale or lease; 

(I) "land development project" means a project for 
the acquisition, servicing and developing of land for 
housing and purposes incidental thereto aimed at 
providing serviced land for rent, lease or sale and 
includes the construction of housing units on the 
land to be disposed of by lease or sale in conjunction 
with the land or separate therefrom; 

(g) "~inister" means the Minister of Municipal Af
faIrs; 

(h) Hmu?~cipaIi~y" .mea.ns a city, town, village, county, 
munICIpal dIstrICt, Improvement district or special 
area; 



Explanatory Notes 

General. The Bill will replace The Alberta . Housing Act which 
is chapter 38 of the Statutes of Alberta, 1965. It incorporates 
amendments made to that Act by 1967, chapter 34 and includes a 
number of new provisions. The section references in the explan
atory notes are to the equivalent provisions in the present Act. 

2. Definitions. Present. section 2:-clause (f) is new. 



(i) "public housing project" means a project, together 
with the land on which it is situated, consisting ~f 
Ihousing units in the form of detached, semI
detached row housing, apartments, or of the hostel 
or dormitory type or any combination or form 
thereof undertaken to provide decent, safe and 
sanitary housing accommodation in compliance 
with standards approved by the Province for lease 
or sale to families or individuals of low income; 

and other words have the same meaning they have in the 
federal Act. 

Public Housing 

3. (1) The Province may enter into agreements with 
( a) the Government of Canada, 
(b) the Corporation, 
(c) any municipality, and 
(d) any housing authority established under section 4, 

oraIiy combination of them to undertake joint projects of 
a type n1entioned in the Part VI of the federal Act. 

(2) With the approval of the Province, a municipality 
may enter into agreements with 

(a) the Government of Canada, 
(b) the Corporation, 
(c) the Province or any agency thereof, and 
(d) any housing authority established under section 4, 

or any combination of them to undertake joint projects of 
a type mentioned in Part VI of the federal Act. 

4. (1) For the purpose of carrying out agreements 
entered into pursuant to section 3, the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council may, by order, incorporate housing authorities 
consisting of such number of persons as he determines. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall appoint 
the members of a housing authority to hold office during 
pleasure or for such term as he determines and shall desig
nate one of them to be chairman and another to be vice
chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may vest in a 
housing authority such powers, functions and duties as he 
considers necessary or advisable to carry out any agree
ment, including the power to acquire, operate and maintain 
housing projects and housing accommodation. 

5. When it enters into an agreement with the Govern
ment. of Canada under section 35A of the federal Act, the 
PrOVInce may, 
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(a) in respect of the capital cost, pay up to 25 per cent 
thereof or require the municipality to pay up to 10 
per cent thereof, and 



3. Agreements. Present section 3. 

4. Incorporation of housing authorities. Present section 4. 

s. Share of costs. See present section 5. 
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(b) in respect of the profits and losses, share in the 
same proportions as established under clause (a). 

6. When it enters into an agreement with the Corpora
tion under section 35E of the federal Act, the Province may 
pay up to 50 per cent of the annual operating losses or 
require the municipality to pay up to 10 per cent thereof. 

7. (1) The Province may undertake, ca!ry to ~omplet~on, 
maintain, operate and lease or sell a pubhc housIng project 
or public housing accommodation. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, the Province may 
(a) acquire and develop land for public housing pro

jects and public housing accommodation, 
(b) construct public housing projects and public hous

ing accommodation, 
(c) acquire, improve and convert existing buildings for 

a public housing project or public housing accom
modation, and 

(d) enter into agreements for the development or 
management of public housing projects or public 
housing accommodation, 

and may exercise any other power or do any other thing 
that may be required to be exercised or done for the pur
pose of a project. 

8. (1) A municipality may, with the approval of the 
Province, undertake and carry to completion, maintain, 
operate and lease or sell a public housing project or public 
housing accommodation within the municipality . 

. (2~ For the purposes of an approved project, a muni
cIpalIty may 

(a) ~cquire and d~velop .land for public housing pro
Jects and publIc housIng accommodation, 

(b) construct public housing projects and public hous
ing accommodation, 

(c) acquir~, impr?ve and .convert existing buildings for 
a publIc housIng prOject or public housing accom
modation, and 

(d) enter into agreements for the development or 
man~gement of public housing projects or public 
housIng accommodation , 

and may exercise any other power or do any other thing 
tha t may be required to be exercised or done for the pur
pose of an approved project. 

Land Assembly Proiects 

9: (1) The Province may undertake and carry to com
pletIon a land assembly project. 
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6 . .operating losses. See present section 5a. 

7. Public housing projects by Province. New. 

8. Public housing projects by municipalities. See present sec
tion 6. 

9. Land assembly by Province. New. 
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(2) For the purposes of this section, the Province may 
acquire, develop and sell or lease land. 

(3) The Province may exercise any other power or do 
any other thing that may be required to be exercised or 
done for the purpose of a proj ect. 

10. (1) A municipality, with the approval of the Prov
ince, may undertake and carry to -completion a land as
sembly project. 

(2) For the purposes of an approved project, a munici
pality may acquire, develop and sell or lease land. 

(3) A municipality may exercise any other power or do 
any other thing that may be required to be exercised or 
done for the purposes of an approved project. 

Land Development Proiects 

11. (1) The Province may undertake and carry to com
pletion a land development project. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, the Province may 
(a) acquire, assemble and develop land, 
(b) lease sell or otherwise dispose of any land acquired, 

assembled or developed under a land development 
project, 

(c) construct housing units of any form or type for 
lease or sale in conjunction with a land development 
project Or separately therefrom, and 

(d) enter into agreements, 
and may exercise any other power or do any other thing 
that may be required to be exercised or done for the pur
poses of this section. 

12. (1) A municipality, with the approval of the Prov
ince, may undertake and -carry to completion a land develop
ment project. 

(2) For the purposes of an approved project, a muni
ci pali ty may 

(a) acquire, assemble and develop land, 
( b) lease, sell or otherwise dispose of any land acquired, 

assembled or developed under a land development 
project, 

(c) construct housing units of any form or type for 
lease or sale in conjunction with a land development 
project or separately therefrom, and 

(d) enter into agreements, 
and may exercise any other power or do any other thing 
that may be required to be exercised or done for the pur
poses of this section. 
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10. Land assembly by municipalities. See present section 6. 

II. Land development by Province. New. 

12. Land development by municipalities. New. 

4 



13. The Province, the Government of Canada, the Cor
poration, the Alberta Housing and Urban Renewal Cor
poration and a municipality, with the approval of the 
Province, may jointly or in any combination undertake pro
jects mentoned in sections 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

14. (1) A municipality may, by by-law, borrow such 
moneys as are necessary to enable it to develop and imple
ment an approved project, and to secure the moneys bor
rowed 

(a) the municipality may issue debentures as provided 
in its governing municipal Act, Or 

(b) the municipality may mortgage the land held for 
the project, in which case it need not issue deben
tures notwithstanding anything contained in its 
governing municipal Act. 

(2) A municipality may appropriate moneys from the 
general revenue of the municipality to defray the munici
pality's portion of any annual expenses or losses incurred in 
the operating of an approved project. 

Urban Renewal 

15. (1) The Province may enter into agreements with 
the Corporation and with municipalities for the preparation 
of urban renewal schemes and for the carrying out of 
urban renewal schemes. 

(2) With the approval of the Province, a municipality 
may enter into agreements with the Corporation and with 
the Province for the preparation of an urban renewal 
scheme and the carrying out of an urban renewal scheme. 

16. (1) A municipality, with the approval of the Prov
ince, may prepare and carry out an urban renewal scheme 
for a blighted or substandard area of the municipality. 

(2) Notwithstanding its governing municipal Act and 
The Planning Act, a municipality, for the purposes of 
carrying out an approved urban renewal scheme, 

(a) may acquire and clear, service and develop land 
within the urban renewal area, 

(b) may de!lloli.sh, r~m?ve, replace, renovate, repair 
and maIntaIn bUIldIngs and other improvements 
owned or acquired by it in the urban renewal area, 

(c) may sell, lease or otherwise alienate property in 
the urban renewal area, 

(d) may provide assistance by grant or loans to the 
owners of ~roperty in ~he urban renewal area for 
the renovatIOn or .repaIr of that property on such 
terms as to securIty and repayment as the muni
cipality considers just, 
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13. Joint projects. New. 

i,i. 'Municipal borrowing for project. See present section 7. 

15. Urban renewal scheme. Present section 8. 

16. Municipal powers under scheme. Present section 9. 
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(e) may assist the relocation of persons dispossessed 
of housing accommodation by the scheme, 

(I) n1ay, subject to section 17, establish and enforce 
minimum standards for existing property in the 
urban renewal area, and 

(g) may exercise any other power Or do any act or 
thing that may be required to be exercised or done 
in order to carry out the urban renewal scheme. 

17. (1) Sections 130 to 132 and 137 of The Planning Act 
apply, mutatis mutandis, with respect to clause (I) of 
subsection (2) of section 16. 

(2) The by-law may 
(a) prescribe standards for the maintenance and occu

pancy of property and prohibit the use of property 
that does not conform to the prescribed standards, 
and 

(b) require property that does not conform to the 
prescribed standards to be repaired and maintained 
to comply with the standards or the land thereof to 
be cleared of all buildings and structures and left 
in a graded and level condition. 

(3) The by-law may provide that the municipal planning 
commission or the development control officer of the muni
cipality may be authorized to act on behalf of the munici
pality in the administration of the by-law. 

(4) The by-law is not enforceable with respect to pro
perty until notice has been sent by registered mail to or 
served on the assessed owner and all persons shown by the 
records of the land titles office to have an interest in the 
property and upon the occup'ant thereof, if any, 

(a) stating that the property does not comply with the 
standards prescribed in the by-law and 
(i) that repairs are required to be made thereto, 

giving reasonable particulars of the repairs 
required to be made, or 

(ii) that the land must be cleared and left in a 
graded and level condition, 

(b) stating the time within which the repairs are to 
be made or the clearing is to be done, which shall 
not be less than three months, and 

(c) stating that if the repair or clearance is not so 
done within the time specified, the municipality 
may carry out the repair or clearance and the cost 
of the work done may be levied against the pro
perty as a debt due to the muni,cipality or charged 
against the land concerned as taxes due and owing 
in respect of that land and recover the cost as such. 

(5) A person entitled to notice under subsection (4) may, 
within 10 days of the receipt of the notice, appeal 
6 



17. Enforcement of housing standards. See present section 10. 
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(a) to the development appeal board of the munici
pality, or 

(b) where no development appeal board is established, 
to the council. 

(6) A person affected by a decision of a development 
appeal board under this section may, within 10 days after 
the receipt by him of the decision, appeal the decision to 
the council. 

(7) The development appeal board or the council, as the 
case may be, shall hold a hearing of each appeal and in 
determining the appeal, it 

(a) may confirm, reverse or vary the decision appealed 
from, and 

(b) may grant an extension of not more than one year 
from the end of the time specified in the notice 
given under subsection (2) within which the re
pairs are to be made or the clearing is to be done, 

but no extension shall be granted unless the development 
appeal board or the council is of the opinion that a refusal 
of the appeal would result in undue hardship and not more 
than two extensions may be granted in respect of any pro
perty. 

18. (1) Pursuant to an agreement with a municipality 
or the Corporation, the Province may pay up to 50 per cent 
or requirQ the municipality to bear up to two-fifths of the 
share that is not paid by the Corporation of 

(a) the cost of the preparation of an urban renewal 
s,cheme, including the cost of all economic, social 
and engineering research and planning necessary 
therefor, and 

(b) the costs of carrying out an urban renewal scheme, 
including the acquisition, clearing, demolition and 
and disposition of lands and buildngs and the in
stallation of municipal services and works, other 
than public buildings, in the urban renewal area. 

(2) Every agreement entered into with a municipality 
under this section shall provide that the municipality will 
pay the Province in the same proportion as that provided 
for in subsection (1) of the share that is not paid to 
the Corporation of 

(a) any moneys received by the municipality from the 
sale, lease or other disposition of land in the urban 
renewal area, and 

(b) ,the value, as determined in the manner provided in 
the agreement, of land in the urban renewal area 
retained by the municipality for public purposes. 

19. (1) A municipality may, by by-law, borrow such 
moneys as are necessary to enable it to prepare and carry 
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18. Sharing costs of scheme. Present section 11. 

! 9. Municipal borrowing for scheme. Present section 12. 
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out an urban renewal s-cheme and to secure the moneys 
borrowed 

(a) the municipa.lity may: i.ssue debentures as provided 
in its governIng munICIpal Act, or 

(b) the municipality may mortgage the lands in the 
urban renewal area that are held by it for the 
purposes of the scheme,. in whi~h case it ;need not 
issue debentures notwIthstandIng anythIng con
tained in its governing municipal Act. 

(2) The Province may, 
(a) with the approval of, and 
(b) in the manner prescribed by, 

the Lieutenant Governor in Council, guarantee any deben
tures issued by a municipality for its share of the cost of 
preparing and implementing an urban renewal scheme. 

General 

20. (1) Land may be acquired by a municipality under 
sections 8, 10, 12 and 16 by purchase, expropriation or 
otherwise and it may be acquired before it is actually needed 
for and in anticipation of any project or scheme mentioned 
in this Act. 

(2) The powers mentioned in this section and sections 8, 
10, 12 and 16 shall be exercised subject to such conditions 
and restrictions as the Lieutenant Governor in Council may 
prescribe. 

(3) A municipality may delegate to a committee estab
lished by the council the authority to enter into (on behalf 
of the cQurdl) agreements for the acquisition by purchase 
of any land within an approved urban renewal area. 

21. The Province may undertake, carry to completion or 
assist in the provision and administration of housing gener
ally or for low income families and individuals, employees 
of the Province, students, senior -citizens and welfare recipi
ents. 

22. (1) The Province may borrow from the Corporation 
for any of the purposes mentioned in this Act or the federal 
Act on such terms and conditions as the Lieutenant Gov
ernor in Council considers proper. 

(2) A municipality, with the approval of the Province, 
may borrow from the Corporation for any of the purposes 
mentioned in this Act or the federal Act on such terms and 
conditions as the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers 
proper. 

(3) The ~rovince and a municipality, with the approval 
of the ProvInce, may receive -contributions available under 
section 35E of the federal Act. 

a 



20. Acquisition of land. Present section 13. 

21. Provincial housing. New. 

22. Borrowing d:rom Corporation. Present section 14. 
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23. Where the Province enters into an agreement with 
the Government of Canada under section 35A of the federal 
Act and with a co-operative association to undertake a 
co-operative housing project, the Province may bear not 
more than 25 per cent of the capital costs of the project on 
such terms as to security and payment as the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council considers proper. 

24. With respect to improvement districts and special 
areas, the Minister may exercise all the powers given a 
municipality by this Act. 

25. (1) The Alberta Housing and Urban Renewal Cor
poration as heretofore constituted continues by that name 
as a corporation. 

(2) The objects of the Alberta Housing and Urban Re
newal Corporation are to carry out any of the duties and 
functions provided for by this Act and such other duties 
and functions related to any provincial program of housing 
or housing accommodation as may be assigned to it by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

(3) The affairs of the Alberta Housing and Urban Re
newal Corporation shall be conducted by a board of di
rectors which shall consist of a chairman, vice-chairman 
and such other number of persons as is considered appro
priate to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Coun
cil to hold office during his pleasure. 

26. (1) The Provincial Treasurer is hereby authorized 
to make, 

(a) at the request of the Alberta Housing and Urban 
Renewal Corporation, and 

(b) out of the moneys appropriated by the Legislature 
for the purposes of the Act, 

advances of such sums as are required from time to time 
for the purpose of transacting the business of the Corpor
ation. 

(2) The Province may, with the approval of the Lieuten
ant Governor in Council, guarantee any debentures issued 
by the Alberta Housing and Urban Renewal Corporation. 

(3) The Provincial Auditor, or his nominee shall from 
time to time and at least once each year audit 'the receints 
and expenditures of the Alberta Housing and Urban Re
newal Corporation. 

27. (1) In accor.dance with The Public Service Act, 1962, 
there may be appOInted such employees as are requisite for 
the conduct of the business of the Alberta Housing and 
Urban Renewal Corporation. 

. (2) SU.bject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor 
In CouncIl, the Alberta Housing and Urban Renewal Cor-

9 



23. Co-operative housing projects. Present section 15. 

24. Improvement districts and special areas. Present section 
16 (4) 

25. Alberta Housing and Urban Renewal Corporation. See 
present section 16'a (1, 2). 

26. Finance. Present section 16a (3, 4). 

27. Staff. Present section 16a (5) and new. 
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pDratiDn may frDm time to. time appDint Dne Dr more experts 
Dr persDns having special technical Dr other knDWledge. to' 
inquire into. and repDrt in respect Df any matte~ whIch 
the Alberta HDusing and Urban Renewal CDrpDratIDn CDn
siders necessary to. have infDrmatiDn fDr the prDper carry
ing Dut Df its duties under this Act. 

(3) A perSDn appDinted by the Alberta HDusing and 
Urban Renewal CDrpDratiDn pursuant to. subsectiDn (2) 
shall be paid such remuneratiDn as may be prescribed by 
the Lieutenant GDvernDr in CDuncil. 

28. (1) The Alberta HDusing and Urban Renewal CDr
poratiDn may enter into. any agreement to. carry DUt the 
true intent and purpDse Df this Act. 

(2) In addition to. the pDwers vested in a cDrpDratiDn by 
sectiDn 14 Df The Interpretation Act, 1958, the Alberta 
HDusing and Urban Renewal CDrpDratiDn may 

(a) acquire, hDld and alienate real prDperty, 
(b) bDrrDW such mDneys as are required fDr its pur

pDses, and 
( c) to. secure any mDneys bDrrDwed, issue debentures 

Dr mortgage any real prDperty held fDr a hDusing 
prDject. 

29. (1) Any agreement that may be entered into by 
the PrDvince under this Act may be entered into. by the 
Alberta HDusing and Urban Renewal CDrpDratiDn. 

(2) Any apprDval that is to. be given by the PrDvince 
under this Act Dr the federal Act may be given by the 
Alberta HDusing and Urban Renewal CDrpDratiDn. 

30. (1) The Lieutenant GDvernDr in CDuncil may make 
such regulatiDns as he cDnsiders necessary Dr advisable fDr 
the purpDse Df 

(a) giving effect to. this Act accDrding to' its true 
intent, and 

(b) supplying any deficiency in the prDvisiDns of this 
Act. 

(2) The Lieutenant GDvernDr in CDuncil may 
(a) authDrize a municipality to. do., Dr 
(b) prDhibit a municipality frDm doing, 

any act Dr thing he cDnsiders expedient in Drder to' avoid 
undue .delay Dr Dther prDblems in the implementatiDn Dr 
DperatIOn of any scheme Dr prDject authDrized under this 
Act. 

31. The Alberta Housing Act, being chapter 38 Df the 
Statutes Df Alberta, 1965 is hereby repealed . 

. 32. This Act CDmes into. fDrce Dn the day upDn which it 
IS assented to'. 
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28. General powers. See present section 16a (7) and new. 

29. Alberta Housing and Urban Renewal Corporation to repre
sent Province under the Act. See present section 16a (6). 

30. Regulations. Present section 17. 
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