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BILL 57 
1970 

An Act to amend The Universities Act 

(Assented to , 1970) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
. the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows: 

1. The Universities Act is hereby amended. 

2. Section 2 is amended by adding the following clauses 
after clause (c) : 

(c1) "graduate students association" means the gradu
ate students association of a university established 
under section 40; 

(c2) "students' union" means the students' union of a 
university established or continued under section 
40; 

3. The words "general faculty council" are struck out 
wherever they occur in the Act and the words "general 
faculties council" are substituted. 

4. Section 5 is struck out and the following is sub
stituted: 

5. (1) For each university there shall be a chancellor 
~~o shall be elected by the senate on the nomination of a 
Jomt committee representing the general faculties council, 
the alumni association and the senate, with three members 
to be appointed by each. 

(2) The chancellor shall be the representative of the 
university at ceremonial occasions and in addition to his 
other functions under this Act, the chancellor shall preside 
over all degree conferring ceremonies of the university and 
shall confer the degrees. 

5. Section 7 is amended by striking out subsection (1) 
and by substituting the following: 



Explanatory Notes 

I. This Bill wIll amend chapter 105 of the Statutes of Alberta, 
1966. 

2. Definitions added. 

3. Self-explanatory. 

4. Section 5 presently reads: 

5. (1) For each unIversity the.e shall be a chancellor who shall be 
elected by the senate. 

(2) In addition ~o his 0 rer functions ur.cer thh Act, the chan 0 e:lor 
shall preside over all degree conferring ceremonies of ~he university 
and shall confer the degrees. 

5. Section 7, subsection (1) presently reads: 

7. (1) 1\'her~ the offic(' of ch:l.ncellor becomes vacant, the senate shall 
promptly, elect a new chancellor. . ' . 



7. (1) "There the office of chancellor becomes vacant, 
the senate shall, promptly, call upon each of the general 
faculties council and the alumni association to appoint 
three members to form, with three appointed members of 
the senate, a joint cI.Jmmittee to nominate a new chancellor. 

6. Section 8, subsection (1) is amended 
(a) as to clause (a) by striking out subclause (iii) 

and by substituting the following: 
(iii) the vice-president or, where there is more than 

one, the senior vice-president, 
(b) as to clause (b) by striking out subclauses (vi) and 

(vii) and by substituting the following: 
(vi) four students to be appointed by the council 

of the students' union, and 
(vii) if there is a graduate students association, one 

member of the association appointed by the 
council of the association, 

(c) as to clause (c) by adding at the end thereof the 
words "including, at the discretion of the ex officio 
and appointed members, representatives of staff 
organizations within the university". 

7. Section 10, subsection (2), clause (a) is amended by 
striking out the words "students' council" and by substitut
ing the words "council of the students' union or graduate 
students association". 

8. Section 13 is amended 
(a) as to subsection (4) by adding the word "and" at 

the end of clause (d) and by adding the following 
clause after clause (d) : 

(e) if the university has a graduate students as
sociation, one perSJn aJilJointed by the LieJten
ant Governor in Council who shall be a full 
member of the association nominated by the 
council of the association. 

(b) by adding the following subsection: 
(6) The members shall receive their reasonable 

travelling and other expenses while absent from 
their ordinary places of residence or employment 
and in the course of their duties as members of 
the board. 

9. Section 14 is amended 
(a) as to subsection (1) by striking out the words 

"British subject and is a resident of the Province" 
and by substituting the words "landed immigrant", 



6. Section 8, subsectic.n (1), clause (a), subclause (ill), clause 
(b), subclauses (vi) and (vii) and clause (c) presently read: 

8. (1) For each university there shall be a senate consisting or 

(a) the following ex officio members, 
(iii) the vice· president (academic). 

(b) the following appointed members. 
(vI) four students, to· be appointed by the students' council, and 
(vii) if a university has a faculty of graduate studies and an 

organization of graduate students approved by the general 
faculty council. one graduate student appointed by the 
organization, 

(c) 30 representative members, to be elected by the ex·officio and 
appointed members to represent affiliated ~olleges or institut· 
ions. geographical areas and groups and organizations with an 
interest in the university. 

7. Section 10, subsection (2). clause (a) reads: 

(2) In particular, but without restricting the generality of sub
section (1), a senate is empowered to 

(a) require a report on any matter from any faculty or school 
council and the students' council and any member of the aca· 
demlc staff of the university. 

8. Section 13, subsection (4), clause (d) reads: 

(4) The board of each university shall consist of 

(d) 13 other persons appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council, 
(0 two of whom shall be members of the alumni association 

of the uni versi ty, nomina ted by the asso!i1. tion, 
(il) one of whom shall be a member of the senate, nominated 

by the senate from its members who are not on the staff 
of the university, and 

(iii) two of whom shall be members of the academic staff of the 
univHsity. nominated by the general faculty council, and 

9. Section J.4, subsection (1) and subsection (2a), clause (b) 
read: 
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14. (1) A person is not eligible for appointment as a member of a 
boanl unless he is a Canadian citizen or British subject and Is a 
resident of the Province. 

(2a) Notwithstanding subsection (2), 

(b) a person appointed under section 13, subsection (4), clause (d), 
subciause (jy) ceases to be a member when he ceases to be a 
full~tlme membH ot the stqde-nts' union: 



(b) as to subsection (2a) by adding the word "and" at 
the end of clause (b) and by adding the following 
clause after clause (b) : 

(c) a person appointed under section 13, sub
section (4), clause (e) ceases to be a member 
when he ceases to be a full-time member of 
the graduate students association. 

to. Section 19,' subsection (2) is amended by striking 
out the words "Subject to the approval of the Universities 
Commission, a" and by substituting the word "A" . 

. 11. Section 20, subsection (2) is amended by striking 
out the words ", subject to the approval of the Universities' 
Commission/' . 

12. Section 22 is struck out and the following is sub
stituted: 

22 •. (1) For each university there shall be appointed 
such vice-presidents as the board considers advisable. 

(2) For a university with more than one vice-president, 
the board shall name the senior vice-president and when 
the president is absent or unable to act or during any 
vacancy in the office of president the senior vice-president 
is the acting president. 

(3) If there is only one vice-president, ,vhen the presi
dent is absent or unable to act or during a vacancy in the 
office of president the vice-president is the acting presi
dent. 

(4) A vice-president has such powers, duties and func
tions as may be assigned to him by. the board upon the 
recommendation of the president. 

'1.3; Section '25, subsection (1) is amended by striking 
out the words "and of the Universities Comn1ission". 

14. Section 32 is amended by adding the following clause 
after clause (b) : 

'> 
(b 1) the following student members, 

(1) two students nominated by the council of the 
students' union, and 

(ii) if there is a graduate students association, 
one student nominated by the council of the 
association, 

and 
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10. Section 19, subsection (2) reads: 

(2) Subj~t to the approval or the Universities Commission, a board 
may establlsh salary and wage scales, and the ranges thereof, for all 
po!!itions on the academic staff of the university. 

II. Section 20, subsection (2) rea~s: 

(2) The board shall appoint the president and prescribe his tenure of 
office and, subject to the approval of the Universities Commission, 
prescribE' the remuneration to be paid to him by the board. 

12. Section 22 reads: 

22. (1) For each university 

(a) there shall be appointed 
(i) a vice-president (academic), and 
(ii) a vice-president for business affairs, 
and 

(b) ,there may be appointed such other· vice-presidents as the board 
considers advisable. 

(2) The vice-president (academic) is the senior vice-president and 
when the president is absent or unable to act or during any vacancy 
in the office of president the vice-president (academic) is the acting 
president. 

(3) A vice-president has such powers, duties and functions as may 
be assigned to him by -the board upon the recommendation of the 
president. 

13. Section 25, subsection (1) reads in part: 

25. (1) A board, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council and of the Ul'i'·ersitif) Commission, IT J·Y provide for the cre
ation, alteration or exten:;ion or any pension, annuity or other payment 
for or for the benefit of any person whomsoE-ver, or class of persons 
whomsoever, as the board may approve, which pension. annuity or 
other payment may bf' under any plan providing for: 

14. Section 32, clause (b) reads: 

32. For each university there shall be a general faculty cC'uncil COIl· 
sisting of 

(b) the elected ..members representing the faculties and the ~chools 
that have 5('. 001 councils, and 
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15. Section 33 is amended by striking out subsection (4) 
and by substituting the following: 

(4) The ex officio, elected and student members shall 
appoint the appointed members of the general faculties 
council from the staff of the university, in such number 
and for such terms of office as the ex officio, elected and 
student members determine. 

16. Section 39 is amended 
(a) as to subsection (1), clause (d) by adding after 

the words "students' union" the words "and to the 
graduate students association", 

(b) as to subsection (3) by adding after the words 
"students' union" the words "or graduate students 
association" . 

1 '1. Section 40 is amended by adding the following sub
section: 

(5) Where a university has a faculty of graduate 
studies, the Lieutenant Governor in Council may incorpor
ate a graduate students association for the university, with 
such name as he considers appropriate, to provide for the 
administration of the affairs of the graduate students 
and the promotion of the general welfare of the graduate 
students consistent with the purposes of the university. 

18. Section 41 is struck out and the following is sub
stituted: 

41. (1) In this section "student organization"' means a 
students' union and a graduate students association. 

(2) The business and affairs of a student organization 
shall be managed by a body to be known as the council of 
the student organization, the members of which shall be 
elected by and from the members of the student organiza
tion as provided in the by-Jaws thereof. 

(3) The council of a student organization may make by
laws governing: 

(a) the requirements for membership in the student 
organization; 

(b) the qualifications for election as a menlber of the 
council and the time and manner of conducting 
the elections; 

(c) the number of persons and the officers that the 
council is to consist of; 

(d) the calling of meetings of the council and the 
quorum and conduct of business thereof; 



15. Section 33, subsection (4) reads: 

(4) The appointed members shall be appointed by the ex oUicio and 
elected members of the general faculty council, 

(a) from the academic staff of the university, and 

(b) from the students at the university, 
In such number and for such terms of oftice as the ex officio and 
elected members decide. 

16. Section 39, subsection (1), clause (d) and subsection (3) 
read: 

39. (1) A general faculty -council has the general supervision of 
student affairs at a university and in particular, but without restrict
ing the generality of the foegoing, the general faculty council is 
empowered. 

(d) to give to the students' union such powers of government with 
respect to the conduct of students it represents as the general 
faculty. council considers proper. 

(3) Any powers of government given to a students' union pursuant 
to clause (d) of subsection (1) are subject to the overriding control 
of the board, the president and the general faculty couneil. 

17. Incorporation of~aduate students association. 

18. Section 41 presently reads: 

41. (1) The business and affairs of a students' union shall be 
managed by a body to be known as the students' council, the members 
of which shall be elected by and from the members of the students' 
union as provided in the by-laws thereof. 

(2) Subject to the approval of the general faculty council, a students' 
council may make by-laws governing 

(a) the requirements for membership in the students' union, 
(b) the qualifications for ele-ctbn as a member of the students' 

council and the time and manner of conducting the elections, 
(c) the number of persons and the offict'rs that the stUdents' 

council is to consist of, 
(d) the calling of meetings of the students' council and the quorum 

and conduct of business thereat, 
(e) the maintenanc:r> of t1''; students' unior by thf' levy of member

ship fees, 
(f) the acquisition, management and disposition of property by the 

students' union, and 
(g) any other matter pertaining to the management and affairs of 

the students' union. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the board, a students' union may 
acquire real property by purchase, lease or otherwise and may hold and 
alienate it. 



(e) the maintenance of the student organization by the 
levy of membership fees; 

(f) the acquisition, management and disposition of 
property by the student organization; 

(g) any other matter pertaining to the management 
and affairs of the student organization. 

(4) Subject to the approval of the board, a student or
ganization may acquire real property by purchase, lease or 
otherwise and may hold and alienate it. 

.. 19. Section 42, subsection (1) is amended by striking 
out the words "students' council" and by substituting the 
words "council of the students' union". 

20. Seclic!l 44: subsection (1) is amended by adding 
after. the words "studc!lts' union", wherever they occur, 
thew-ords ", graduate students association". 

21. Section 47, subsection (1) is amended by adding the 
following clause after clause (b): 

(b1) a graduate students association, or 

22. Section 52 is amended 
(a) as to subsection (1) by striking out clause (c), 

(b) by striking out subsection (5) and by substituting 
the following: 

(5) Where a person contravenes this ~ection, 
the Supreme Court on application by way of origin
ating notice 
(a) by the university in respect of a contravention 

of subsection (2), or 
(b) by the Universities Commission in respect of 

a contravention of subsection (3), 
may grant an injunction enjoining the person from 
continuing the contravention of this section. 

23. Section 63, subsection (1) is amended by striking 
out the words "British subject and is a resident of the 
Province" and by substituting the words "a landed immi
grant". 

24. Section 64, subsection (2) is amended by striking 
out the word "living" and by substituting the word "other". 

25. This Act comes into force on the day upon which it 
is assented to. 



19. Section 42, subsection (1) reads: 

42. (1) A students' council is the official medium of communication 
between the students of a university and ,the board and general faculty 
council and any communication from the students' council to the 
board or general faculty council shall be transmitted through the 
president of the university. 

20. Section 44 (1) presently reads: 

44. (1) Neither a board nor any officer or employee of a board is 
Hable 

(a) in respect of any act or omission in relation to any activity of 
the students' union or the student body, or 

(b) on account of any' act of the students' union or the student 
body or any member thereof. 

21. Section 47, subsection (1), clause (b) reads: 

47. (1) All land and improvements owned by 

(b) a students' union, or 

22. Section 52, subsections (1) and (5) read: 

52. (1) No person shall assume or use 
(a) the coat of arms or crest of a university. or 
(b) any design in imitation thereof, or 
(c) any design calculated to deceive by its resemblance thereto, 

except upon and in accordance with the consent of the board of the 
university, 

(5) Where a person has been cOIlvicted of contravening this section, 
the Supreme Court on application by way of originating notice, 

(a) by the university in respect of a contravention of subsection (2), 
or 

(b) by the Universities Commission in respect of a contravention of 
subsection (3), 

may grant an injunction enjoining the person 51) convicted from con
tinuing the contravention of this section. 

23. Section 63, subsection (1) reads: 

63. (1) A person is not eligible for appointmt>nt as a member of the 
Universities Commission unless he is a Canadian citizen or British 
subject and is a resident of the Province. 

24. Section 64, subsection (2) reads: 

(2) The members, other than the chairman, ~hall not r~cei\'e ar.y 
remuneration for their services, but the Commission shall pay to all 
members their reasonable travelling and living t'xpenses while absent 
from their ordinary places of residence and in the course of their duties 
as members or the Commission. 
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