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tIER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
J the Legislative Assen1bly of Alberta, enacts as follows: 

1. In this Act, 
(a) "fire guardian" means a person appointed as a 

fire guardian by the J\finister or by a nlunicipal 
district under this Act; 

(b) "forest officer" means 'a forest officer under Tht 
Forests Act, 1971; 

(c) "Minister" means the Minister of Lands and 
Forests; 

(d) "municipal district" includes a county and a 
special area; 

(e) "occupied public lands" n12<:1nS public land held by 
a person under a disposition fron1 the Crown. 

2. This Act 'r..pplies to all land within Alberta except 

(a) lands within the boundaries of a hamlet, village, 
town, new town 01' city, and 

(b) land owned by the Government of Canada in th~ 
absence of an agreen1ent under section G, subsection 
(2),clanse (a). 

3. (1) The IVlinister may in writing delegate to any 
employee of theDepal'trnen~t of Lancls and Forests or to 
any ex officio forest officer any po\ver, duty or function 
conferred upon the l\linistcr by this Act other than the 
power to make regulations. 

(2) \Vhere, pursuant to subsection (1), the l\Iinister 
delegates to any person any power, duty 01' function, any 
reference in this Act to the l\linister in connection "with 
that }.lower, duty or function shall be construed as also re
ferring to tlw t perSOl1. 

4. (1) The 1\linister 111ay appoint fire guardian:;; and 
specify their powers and duties. 



This Bill replaces Part 2 of The Forests Act, chapter 147 R.S.A. 
1970 with a separate Act more suitable to the wider range of 
protection afforded to the Province's non-urban areas. 

I. iDefinitions. 

2. Application. 

3. Delegation of authority. 

4. Appointli1ent of fire gU8.rc1ians. 



(2) Each year before the 1st day of April the council 
of a municipal district shall appoint a sufficlcnt number 
of fire gnardians to enforce the provisions of this Act 
within the boundaries of the Inunicipal district. 

(3) The reeve, each comy'ilIor and the secretary of :t 

municipal district council is by virtue of his office a fire 
guardian ill and for the municipal district. 

5. Nothing in this Part in1poses any obligation on 
(a) the lVIinister to fight fires on any land, or 
(b) the Crown to pay compensation for any property 

destroyed or danlaged bya fire or as a result of 
fighting a fire. 

6. (1) The Minister may enter into a fire control agree
ment with any person carrying on any timber, forest, min
ing, drilling or other industrial or cOllllllercial operation 
over, under, on or adjacent to public lanel. . 

(2) The lVIinister may enter into a fire control agree
ment with 

(a) the Government of Canada in respect of Crown 
lands in or adjacent to Alberta under its adminis
tration and control, and 

(b) with the government of any 'province. 

7. (1) The council of a municipal district shall be res
ponsible for fighting andcontrc>Tng all fires within the 
boundaries of the Inunicipal dish'ict and the costs and ex
penses thereof shall be paid by the municipal district. 

(2) ,\Vhen the municipal district cannot recover the 
costs and expenses incurred by it in fighting a fire from 
the person 'who caused the fire, the n1unicipal district Inay 
collect the cost and expenses fl'om the person in possession 
of the land 01' the owner thereof except when he prodUCeS 
reasonable evidence that the fire originated fron1 a cause 
UnCc.dlle:::ted v.,rith his possession or o\vnership. 

R. (1) The l\1inister is not obligated to reimburse f~ 
~unicipal district for any n10ney spent by it in control
lIng or extinguishing a fire on 'any land but the :Minister 
may, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council, re:rnbul'sc the council of 2. mnnieipal district for 
apy ~al't of the costs and expenses in controlling or ex
tingUIshing a fire on unoccupied public land. 

(2) The l\Iinister may enter into a fire cOlltl'ol agr~e
ment with the council of a nlunicipal district with re.3pcct 
to prevention and control of fires \vithin the boundaries of 
a municipal district. 
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5. No obli~ati0n by or liability on the Crown. 

6. Fire control agreements. 

7. Responsibility of municipal distdcts. 

8. Minister not obliZ::-:c1 i: lcmnEy municipal district. 
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9. (1) The :Ministcl' may proc2c'd to fight a fire within 
a municipal district when it appcar~ to l1im that satis
factory action to control and extinguish the fire is not 
being taken by th~ Inunicipal cLstl'ict and that the fire 
might damagc publIc lands. 

(2) ,\Yhcn. th~ ~Iiniste~' ~ncl1r;-). co~ts HS a result of fight
in(r a fire wlthIn a Tnnnlclpal chstnct Pl1l'S119.nt to SUbS8C

ti~~ (1), the 111unicipal district shall on demand reim
burse the l\linister for the entire cost 01' any part thereof. 

(3) The person who caused a fire shall on demand reim
burse the Minister or the mnnicipal district for the costs 
and expenses of fighting the fire. 

10. (1) vVhcre the council of a n1unfcipal district finds 
within its boundaries on privately owned land or occnpied 
public land, conditions that in its opinion constitute a fire 
hazard, it may order the owner or the person in control 
of the land on which the fire hazard exists to reduce or 
remove the hazard "\vithin a fixed tirl1e and in a rnanner 
prescribed by the council. 

(2) ,\Vhere the council of a municipal district finds that 
the order it 111ade pursuant to subsection (1) has not been 
carried out, it may enter upon the land with such equ~p
ment and n1en as it considers necessary and may perforn1 
the required work. 

(3) The owner or the person in control of the land on 
which work was performed pursuant to subsection (2) 
shall on demand reimburse the council of the 111unicipal 
district for the cost of the work performed and in default 
of payment the council shall have a lien fer the anlOunt 
against the land and improvements thereon. 

11. (1) Any railway company operating a rail·way with
in Alberta shall take such fire control precautions and 
actions as may be prescribed by this Act and the regu
lations. 

(2) When any fire originates ,dthin 300 feet of the 
l1eare.st railway track on its rIght of ',\"ay and spreads to 
adjacent lands the railway company shall take immec1ic.te 
action to fight and extinguish the fire and it is respollsible 
for all costs of fighting and extinguishing the fire and 
for all costs incidental thereto. 

(3) The l\1inister or a 111l111icipal district within ib; 
boundaries, may take action to fight and control a fin~ 
that originates within 300 feet cf th2 nearest track on a 
railway right of way when it is apparent that no satis
factory action to fight and exlingl1ish the fire is being 
taken by the railway COTI1pany. 
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9. Minister may fight fires in municipal di:,trict. 

10. Fire hazards in municipal districts. 

ll. Raihvay companies. 
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\'1) 1\ r:ttl.\\Oay COl:1P1::IlY that falls to extInguish allY 
fire that Ol'Wlllates 'wlthIn 300 feet of the nearest railway 
track on its right of way shall on denlalld reilllblll'Se the 
authority that suppressed the fire for all costs of suppres
sing the fire and all costs incidental thereto. 

12. (1) A forest officer 01' a fire gnardian may re
quire any able bodied n1a1e per~on behveen the ages of 16 
and 60 not exempted by regula tlOns, to assist in fighting 3. 

fire. 

(2) A fore,:;t officer or a fire guardian may conUl1an
deer and authorize payn1Cllt for the possession or use of 
any equipment, for the purpose of fighting a fire. 

(3) A forest officer or fire guardian nlay in \\Titing 
d~legate his powers under subsections (1) and (2) to any 
person. 

13. (1) The ]Ylinister may, by order, cIo's-:; to public 
entry any land \'there fire danger warrants a closure. 

(2) An order made pursuant to subsection (1) shall be 
immediately published at least twice a day for not less 
than two cons':;cutive days by such radio and television 
stations as are considered by the Minister most likely tu 
bring the matter to the attention of the public. 

(3) Subject to the regulations, no person other than a 
forest officer or fire guardian may enter a closed area 
without a pennit or the \vritten permission of a forest 
officer until the Minister, by order, reopens the closed 
area. 

14. Every person found on public land or leaving or 
entering public land shall at the request of a forest officer 
or fire guardian give ,his nan1e, address and an account of 
his activities and route or the activities he proposes to 
carry out and the route he intends to follow on the pnbli~ 
land. 

15. vVher~ any lake is used by aircraft carrying on fire 
bombing operations, no person shall, without the priolo 
permission of the l\1inister venture on or into the ,vater 
beyond 100 feet fron1 the nearest \Vater's ec1ge. 

13. (1) The period from the 1st dar of April to the 
31st day of October in (,;1c11 year is the fire season fol' tht,; 
purposes of this Act. 

(2) The 1Iinister may at any time extend or shorten 
the fire season for any area of Alberta. 
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12. Conscription and co!nmanc1cJing for fire fighting purposes. 

13. Closing forest areas ar 1 publicatic'D. 

14. Information of forest travellers. 

15. Restrlcted use of lake \vhile aircraft are using it. 

16. Fire season. 
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17. No person n1ay light an outdoor fire during a fil'~ 
season without first obtaining a fire permit unless 

(a) the fire is an outdoor can1p fire for cooking or 
warming purposes or both and the fire is never 
left unattended, or 

(b) the fire is lit in a.n area de~dgnatec1 by the l\linis
tel' as a non-pcrnllt area. 

1§. (1) A forest officer or a fire guardian appointed 
by the Minister may in his discretion issue to an appli
cant a fire permit in respect of any 1ane1. 

(2) A fire guardian appoint€dby a n1unicipal council 
may in 'his discretion issue to an applicant a fire permit 
in respect of any ,land within the boundaries of that muni
cipal district. 

(3) A fire permit is valid only for the period for which 
it is issued. 

(4) A forest officer or fire guardian issuing a fire per
mit may endorse on the pern1it any special fire control 
conditions with 'which the applicant must comply in adeli-· 
tion to the provisions 'of this Act and the regulations. 

19. A fire pern1it n1ay be suspend€d 01' cancelled at any 
time by a forest officer or fire guardian and upon receiving 
notice of the suspension or cancellation the person con
cerned shall immediately extinguish any fire set pursuant 
to his permit. 

20. (1) For the purpose of fire control the l\Iinister 
may, by order, 

(a) suspend or cancel \vithin any 'Part or all of Alberta 
all fire permits, or 

(b) prohibit the lighting or require the extinguishing 
of a fire set other than under the authority of a 
fire penuit. ~ 

(2) The order made pursuant to subsection (1) shall 
be immediately published at least twice a day for not les'3 
than two con::i(,:~ltive days 'by such radio and television 
stations as arc ..:onsidered 'by the Minister n103t likely to 
bring the matter to the attention of the public. 

(3) In any area affected by an order D1ade pursuant to 
SUbsection (1), every person shall in1mediately proceed 
t~ extinguish every open outdoor fire lit by him or uncL'l' 
hIS authority and every fire located on land occupied or 
Owned by him. 
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17. Fire permits not required. 

1[:, Issue 0: perrdt by fire guarclian. 

) 9, Suspension or cancellation by forest officer or fire guar(li~n. 

20. Suspension, cancellation of fire permit. 
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~l. No person shall 

(a) 

(b) 

light an outdoor fil'e without first taking ~ufficien: 
precautions to ensnre that the fire can be kept 
under control at all times, or 
light an outdoor fire when weather conditions are 
conducive to a fire readily escaping out of control, 
or 

(c) fail to take reasonable steps to control a fire for 
the purpose of preventing it fronl spreading onto 
land other than his own, or 

(d) deposit, discard or leave any burning nlatter or 
substance in a place where it nlight ignite other 
Dlatter and result in a fire. 

, 22. (1) Every person carrying on or having charge of :t 

timber, forest, mining, drilling or other industrial or conl
mercial operation on public land shall at the Idinister's re
quest submit to him for his approval a fire control plan. 

(2) The :rvIinister nlay, by order, suspend the operations 
of any person until a satisfactory fire control plan has 
been submit ted to him and t.he plan has received his ap
proval. 

23. Every person carrying on or having charge of a 
timber, forest, mining, drilling or other industrial or 
commercial operation in or within one-half nlile of any 
public land shall have on hand fire fighting equipment 
in accordance with the regulations capable of controlling 
and suppressing any fire that may occnr directly or in
directly as a result of the operation. 

24. Any person who creates a fire hazard in any man
ner shall rednce 01' eliminate the fire hazard in such n1an
ner as may be prescribed by the regulations. 

25. (1) \Vhere a forest officer finds 01' anv land CCi.l

dltions that in his opinion constitute a fire "hazard en
dangering life or property,he lnRY order the owne1' or 
the person in control of the land OIl which the fire lW?:[ll'c1 

exists to reduce or remove thehazarc1 within a fixed tin1e 
and in snch a manner as the forest officer prescribes. 

(2) \Vhere a forest officer finds that the order he nlad-2 
pursuant to subsection (1) has not been cCtlTiec1 out in 
ac.cordance with his order, he nlay enter upon the said land 
WIth such equipn1(m t and persons as he considers neces
sary and may perform the required \\'flrk. 
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21. Genual prohibition. 

22. Fire control plan. 

23. Fire fighting equipmerit. 

24. Reduction of fire hazards. 

25. Hazardous fire conditions. 
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(3) The owner or the per::;on in control of the .lanel on 
which work was p~rforl1l,ed pursu.m~t to subsectwn (2) 
shall on demand reImburse the :i\Ilnlster for the cost of 
the work performed. 

26. Every town, new town, village and hamlet in a 
forest proL',:tion area shall tal\'e all necessary precauti0113 
which the ~Iinister 11lay prescribe, to pn:~vent and suppress 
fires within or adjacent to its boundaric.s. 

27. The J\1inister may carry out on any land such con
trol measures as he considers advisable for the prevention 
and control of injurious forest tree pest infestations. 

28. The IVlinister, upon the request of any Department 
or agency of the Governn1ent charged with responsibility 
in relation to pollution related to the oil and gas industry 
in Alberta, 11lay authorize the use of employees and equip
ment of the Departnlent of Lands and Forests for clean
up operations necessitated by such pollution and in that 
event forest officers and fire guardians 11lay 

(a) require any able bodied male person behveen the 
ages of 16 and 60 not exempted by regulatio113, to 
assist in dean-up operations, or 

(b) commandeer and authorize paYlllent for the posses
sion or use of any equipnlent for clean-up operR.
tions. 

29. 0) A forest officer n1ay without a warrant enter 
upon any lands and premises, except a private dY\"elling 
house, for the purpose of discharging his duties undel' t.hi.~ 
Act or the regulations. 

(2) A forest officer may \vithout a \varrant enter any 
private dwelling house \Yhicl~ is on fire and proceed to 
fight the fire. 

30. Where a fire originates in an area in which any 
person or someone on his behalf is conducting any actidty 
that may cause a fire, the fire shall b? (lecn.cd to be caused 
by that person except when he produces reasonable evidence 
t~at the fire originated from a cause not connected \yith 
hIS activity. 

31. Unless authorized bv the l\1:inister, no person shall 
u.se e~'cept in an emcrgency,~ danlage, destroy or l'en10Ye any 
SIgn, tool, equipment, lllaterial or structure left, situa tcd 
or erected by the Minister or any enlployee of the Depart
ment of Lands and Forests pursuant to this Act or the 
regulations. 
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ZG. Prccclution to be taken by towns, nevI tovms, villages and 
hamlets. 

27. Fore::;t pest control. 

2D. Conscription and commandeering for pollution clean-up 
operations related to the oil and gas industry. 

2~. Right of entry without warrant. 

30. Presumption of responsibility for causing a fire. 

31. Prohibited usc. 
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3~~. 1\0 p~r~Oll shall nlake a false staterncnt in any docu
ment required under this Act or the regulations. 

33. A yerson who contravenes any provision of this 
Act or tIle n~glllat.ions or \\'ho refuses or neglects to CODlply 
with ;:ny cunclition in a permit or "with any order or re
quest clircct8cl to hin1 pursuant to this Act or the regula
tions i;::. guilty of an offence and is liable on summ,ll'i con
viction 

(a) if the offence was a contravention of section 17 or 
21 \vithin a forest pl'otectioll area to a fine of not 
le:,5 than $100 and not rnore than $1,000 and in 
d€fault of payrnent to imprison111ent for a term of 
not more than one year, or 

(b) in any other case to a fine of not less- than ~25 
and not more than $300 and in default of payment 
to imprisonnlent for a ternl of not 1110re than 90 
days or to both fine and imprisonnlent. 

3'-1. (1) In addition to any fine imposed under section 
33 at the request of the Crown the Court nlay order the 
convicted person to reimburse the :Minister for the fire 
fighting costs involved as a debt to the :Minister and in 
such event shall determine those costs. 

(2) An order of the Court made pursuant to subsection 
(1) may be entered v.ith the clerk of a district court and 
upon entry nlaybe enforced by the Minister in the san18 
manner "as a judgn1ent debt of the district court. 

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply \vhere the convicted 
person is a party to an agreement under section 6, sub
section (1). 

35. In disposing of a c0111plaint brought by the Crown 
in respect of the use or operation of any lnachinery, equip
ment or installation \vhich creates a fil'ehazard, notwith
standing any fine that is imposed, the Court may grant an 
injunction restraining the use of the Tl1achinel'Y, equip
ment 01' installation complained of until the l\linister has 
~ppl'ovec1 its usc. 

36. The COllln10n la \v right to bring and maintain a 
civil action for damages caused by fire is not affected by 
this Act. 

37. The Lieutenant GoVel'llOr hl Council nlay make 
regulations: 

(a) relating to the issue and use of p8rmits; 
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3~. Falsc statemenL3 in dOCUftlent::;. 

33. Offences. 

3'J. Fire fighting costs. 

35. Injl1ndio~l. 

3G. Civil riSh ts not affected. 

37. Regulations by th8 L!cutenant Governor in Council. 
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(b) prescribing forest fire Pl'cvcl1tion and control 
measures to be observed; 

(c) designating any p.?rt of Alberta as a Pl'otCC<!C111 
area and pl'e3cribillg control nleasures applicc'.:)Ie 
thereto; 

(d) proddillg for the prevention and control of fore:;: 
tree pests; 

(e) respecting any other matter necessary or advis
able to carry out effectively the intent and pur
pose of this Act. 

38. The :Minister may nlake regulations: 

(a) governing the disposal of debris and waste ma
terials; 

(b) regulating the use of airstrips on public lands for 
fire fighting purposes; 

(c) establishing training programs and facilities; 

(d) governing the conduct of fire fighting operations; 

(e) governing the conduct of ,pollution clean-up opera-
tions; 

(f) prescribing rates of pay for persons required to 
assist under section 12 or 28 and rates of compen
sation for the use of equipment and other services; 

(g) prescribing amounts and types of fire fighting 
equipment required by tinlber, fOl'est, nlining, 
drilling or oth2l' industrial or commercial opera
tion;_~ operating in or within one-half mile of public 
lands; 

(h) prescribing the n18.nner of reducing fire hazards; 

(i) prescribing precctPtions to be taken to prevent and 
suppress fires in a forest protection area. 

39. (1) The ldetis Betterment Act is amended as to 
section 13 by st1-ikirzg out the 'Words "The Forests Act" 
anel by SUbstituting the words "The Forest and Prairie 
Protection Act". 

(2) The ~lunici]Jal Gcn.:enmwnt Act is amended as to 
section 155, clause (b) by striking out. the wonls "The 
Forests .Act" and by substituting the 'Words "The Forest 
and Prairie Protection Act". 

4~. Part 2 of The Forests Act, being chapter 147 of the 
ReVlBccl Statutes of Alberta is hereby 1'cpcaled. 

~11. This Act comes into force on July 1, 1971. 
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3t. Regulations by the TvIinister. 

39. Consequential amendmeds. 

40. iRepeal 
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