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Bill 25 

BILL 25 

1974 

THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC AMENDMENT ACT, 1974 

(Assented to , 1974) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent 'of 
the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows: 

1. The Highway Traffic Act is hereby a1nended. 

2. Section 2, clause 10.1 is amended by striking out sub­
clause (i) and by substituting the following: 

(i) is insured pursuant to Part 7 of the Alberta 
Insurance Act in respect of public liabili'ty, 
property damage and accident benefits, 'Or 

3. Section 5 is amended by adding the following sub­
section after subsection (1): 

(1.1) Before issuing an operator's licence to an applicant, 
the Registrar or the licence issuer may 

(a) require the applicant to satisfactorily identify him­
self as being the person named in the application, 
and 

(b) require the applicant to be photographed by equip­
ment provided by the Registrar, 

and such photograph shall become a part of the licence being 
issued. 

4. Section 29 is amended by adding the following sub­
section after subsection (1): 

(1.1) Before issuing a certificate of registration to an 
applicant, the Registrar or the licence issuer may require 
the applicant to satifactorily identify himself as being the 
person named in the application. 



Explanatory Notes 

I. This Bill will amend chapter 169 of the Revised Statutes of 
Alberta 1970. 

2. Section 2, clause 10.1 (i) presently reads: 
10.1 "insured motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle, the owner of 

which 
(i) is insured pursuant to Part 7 of The Alberta Insurance Act, 

or 

3. Conditions for the issuance of an operator's licence. 

4. Conditions for the issuance of a certificate of registration of 
a motor vehicle. 



5. Section 37 is struck out and the following substituted: 

37. (1) At the time of issue of a cerltificate 'Of registra­
tion the Minister shall issue to the owner of the registered 
vehicle a licence plate, 'Or a set of two licence plates, bearing 
the licence number of the vehicle, iJogether with the name 
of the Province either at length or in an abbreviated f,orm, 
and the year of issue. 

(2) The Minister shall eharge such fees for each licence 
plate or set of two licence plates issued by him as .may be 
set out in the regulations. 

(3) Licence plates shall be of such type and colour as 
may be prescribed by the Minister. 

(4) Every licence plate issued under this Act remains 
the property 'Of the Cr'Own and the person in possession of 
it shall return it to the Minister whenever he so requires. 

(5) Where a licence plate is lost, destroyed or defaced, 
the owner of the vehicle for which it was issued, 

(a) upon application to the Minister for a replacement, 
accmnpanied by the prescribed fee, and 

(b) upon returning to the Minister the remaining plate, 
if any, and in the case 'Of a defacement, the defaced 
plate, 

shall be issued a replacement licence plate or set of licence 
plates, as the case requires. 

6. Section 38 is struck out and the following is sub­
stit1.ded: 

38. Where the regulations authorize the use of a licence 
plate for more than one year if valida'ted by a validating tab, 
marker or other sign, every reference in this Act to a 
licence plate shall, with all necessary changes, be deemed 
to include a reference to a validating tab, marker 'Or other 
sign unless the regulations have made other provisions in 
that regard. 

7. Section 43 is struck out and the following is sub­
stituted: 

43. No person shall operate or park a motor vehicle or 
trailer upon a highway unless 

(a) the licence plate is, 'Or 

(b) where two licence plates are required, the licence 
plates are, 

attached to the vehicle in a location 'Or locations and in a 
manner prescribed by the regUlations. 
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5. Section 37 presently reads: 

~7: (1) At th~ time of the issue of acertifi~ate of registration t11e 
MmIster shall Issue to the owner of the regIstered vehicle a set of 
two licence plates, or one licence plate if the vehicle is a motor cycle 
or trailer, bearing the licence number of the vehicle, together with 
the name o,f the Province either at length or in an abbreviated form 
and the year of is·sue. ' 

(2) The Minister shall charge such fees for each set of licence plates 
issued by him as may be set out in the regulations. 

(3) The licence plates shall be of such type, colour or shade as may 
be prescribed by the Minister. 

(4) Every licence pla,te issued under this Act remains the property 
of the Crown and the person in possession of them shall return them 
to the Minister whenever he so requires. 

(5) Where a licence plate is lost, destroyed or defa·ced, the owner 
of the vehicle for which it was issued, 

(a) upon application to the Minister f.or a replacement, accom­
panied by the prescribed fee, and 

(b) upon returning to the Minister the remaining plate, if any, and 
in the case of a defa,cement, the defaced plate, 

shall be 'issued a new set of licence· plates, or licence plate, as the 
case requires'. 

6. Section 38 presently reads: 

38. (1) Notwithstanding any of the requirements of this Act as to 
licence plates, the Minister, if he considers it expedient or ne<!essary to 
do so, may issue one marker or licence plate at the time of the issue 
of a certificate of registratio:n instead of the prescribed licence plate 
or plates. 

(2) The display in the manner set out in the regulations of the 
marker or licence plate SoQ issued is a s'uffi.cient compliance for all 
purpo'ses with the provisions of this Act requiring or relating toO the 
display of licence plates. 

(3) Every reference in this Act to a lkence plate or to licence 
plates shall mutatis mutandis be deemed to include a reference to 
a marker or licence plate irssued by the Minister pursuant to this 
section. 

7. Section 43 presently reads: 
43. (1) No person shall park .or operate a moto'r vehicle, other than 

a mot.or cycle, upon a highway unless 
(a) one of the licence plates is firmly attached to the front of the 

vehicle, and 
(b) the other licence plate is firmly attached to' the rear of the 

vehicle in such a poQsition that the lo,wer edge of the plate 
is not lower than the axle. 

(2) No person shall ,operate a motor cycle upon a highway unless the 
licence plate is firmly attached to the rear mudgard or rear fender 
in such a position as to be clearly visible. 

(3) No person shall operate a trailer upon a hi~hway unless. !he 
licence plate is firmly attached on the back thereof 111 such a pOSItIOn 
that the lower edge of the plate is not lower than the axle. 
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8. Section 158 is amended bU adding the following sub­
section after subsection (2): 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), a city, town 'Or vil­
lage may, by by-law, permit the display or sale of goods 
upon a sidewalk. 

9. Section 167 is amended by adding the following sub­
section after subsection (1): 

(1.1) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to the IQper­
atO'r 'Or passengeris of a mO'tor cycle whi,ch is manufactured 
with a cab thatenc10ses and prote!cts the operator and pas­
sengers. 

10. Section 191 is amended by adding the following clause 
aftet' clause (l): 

(m) sectiIQn 155, subsection (1) relating to possession of 
a motor vehicle that does not display a serial number 
or other authorized identifying number or Inark 
in the space provided for such identification by 
the manufacturer. 

11. Section 192, subsection (1) is amended by adding 
after the words "section 191" the words "or 253". 

12. Section 204, subsection (1), clause (a) is amended 
by striking out the figure "106" and by substituting the 
figures "105, 106, 107". 

13. Section 220 is amended by adding the following sub­
sections after subsection (4): 

(5) Where an operator's licence or a certificate of regis­
tration or permit issued under this Act is suspended or 
cancelled pursuant to subsection (1), clause (a), the person 
to whom it was issued shall return 

(a) the 'Operator's lkence, or 

(b) the certificate of registration and licence plates, or 
(c) the permit, 

as the case may be, to the Minister forthwith. 

(6) Where a person fails to' return an operator's licence 
licence plate, certificate of registratiIQn or permit a~ 
required by subsecti?n (5), a peace 'Officer a!t the request 
of the RegIstrar or hIS deputy may s'ecure possession thereof 
and return the suspended article or articles to the office of 
the Minister. 
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8. Section 158(2) presently reads: 
(2) No person shall 
(a) display any goods f.or sale, or 
(b) offer any goods for sale, or 
(c) sell any goods 

upon a highway. 

9. Section 167(1) and (2) presently read: 
167. (1) No person shall .operate a motor cycle, s,cooter or power 

bicycle unless he is wearing a safety helmet ,securely attached on his 
head. 

(2) No person shall ride as a pas'senger on a motor cycle, scooter 
or power bicycle unless he is wearing a safety helmet securely attach­
ed .on his head. 

10. Section 191, clause (1) presently reads: 
191. Every peace officI' who· on reasonable and probable grounds 

believes that any person has committed an offence agains,t any of the 
provisions of the sections hereinafter enumerated, whether the .offence 
has been committed or not, may arrest such person without warrant 
and whether such person is guilty Dr not: 

(1) section 153 relating toO the tampering with a motor vehicle. 

II. Section 192(1) presently reads: 
192. (1) Every peace officer who on reasonable and probable grounds 

believes that any of the offences enumerated in section 191 has been 
committed may seize and detain any motor vehi-cle in respect .of which 
the offence has been committed until the fi:nal disposi'tion of any pro­
ceedings that may be taken under this Act. 

The offence in section 25'3 relates to registering and operating 
an uninsured motor vehicle. 

12. Section 204(1)(a) presently reads: 
2.04. (1) When a person who is the h.older of an Dprator's licence is' 

convicted of an .offence 
(a) f.or contravening section 82, 83, 93, 94, 95, 96, 99, 100, 101, 102, 

103, 104, 106, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 115, 117 or 118, or section 
120, s'Ubsection (1), or section 121, 122 Dr 123, or sectiDn 125, 
subsection (1) or (2), or section 127, subsecti.on (4), Dr section 
128, Dr section 132, subsection (1), (2) or (3), or section 142, 
143 or, in ,the case of a driver, of secti.on 144, or section 148, 
subs'ection (3) or se,ction 184, or 

Section 105 refers to following too closely and section 107 refers 
to passing on the left side of the center line when it is not safe 
to do so. 

13. Section 220(1) (a) presently reads: 

220. (1) The Minister may suspend or cancel an DPeratDr's licence 
or acertifi.cate of regi,stration .or permit issued under this Act 

(a) for misconduct or non-compliance or infraction .of this Act or 
of the regulations, Dr of The Fuel Oil Licencing Act, or of The 
Fuel Oil Tax Act, or of The Public Service Vehicles Act or the 
regulations thereunder, or of the Criminal Code, or 
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(7) A person 
(a) who fails 1:0 return an operator's licence, licence 

plate, certificate of registrati'On 'Or pern1it as re­
quired by subsection (5), or 

(b) who fails to deliver an operator's licence, licence 
plate, certificate of registra1tion or permit to a 
peace offic8r acting under subsection (6), 

is guilty of an offence and liable on SUll1mary conviction to 
a fine of not more than $100 for eaeh offence. 

14. Section 223, subsection (1) is a1nended by striking 
out clause 19 and by sUbstituting the following: 

19. closing or restricting the use, either temporarily 
'Or permanently, of any highway, subway, bridge 
or overpass wHhin the municipality either as to the 
full width thereof or as to part of the width thereof 
with respect to any class or classes of vehicles or 
with respect to any class or classes 'Of pedestrians, 
and providing for the proper enforcement of any 
such closing either by way of the erection IOf barri­
cades or by the adoption of such other means as 
the council considers necessary or expedient, 

15. Section 227 is am,ended 

(a) by striking out clause 4 and by substituting the 
following: 

4. with respect to licenc'e pl1ates, 

(i) authorizing the issue of two licence plates 
with respect to all classes of vehicles or one 
licence plate with respect to all classes of 
vehicles or authorizing the issue of two 
Hcence plates to any class or classes of 
vehicles and one licence plate flOr any other 
class or classes of vehicle, 

(ii) authorizing ,the use of a licence plate for 
more than one year if validated for each 
such year by a validating tab marker or 
other sign issued by the Mini~ter, 

(iii) prescribing the f'Orm and design of licence 
plates, where they are to be attached to 
vehicles, and the manner of display, 

(iv) prescribing the forn1 and design IOf valida­
ting tabs, where they are to be attached 
to licence plates, and the manner of display, 
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14. Section 223(1), clause 19 presently reads: 
223. (1) With respect to highways under its dire.ction, control and 

management, the council of a municipality may make by-laws, not 
inc,onsistent with this Act and on matters for which nO' provision is 
ma.de in this Act, for the regulation and control of vehicle, animal and 
pedestrian traffic and, without restricting the generality of the fore­
going, may make by-laws 

19. closing or restricting the use of any hig'hway, subway, bridge 
or overpass or part of any highway, subway, bridge Dr over­
pass within the municipality either as to the full width thereof 
or as to paI't of the width thereof with respect to any clas's or 
classes o.f vehicles or with respect to any class or classes of 
pedpstrians, a'nd providing for the proper enforcement of any 
s'uch closing either by way of the erection of barricades or by 
the adoption of such other means as the council considers nec­
essary or expedient, 

15. Section 227, clause 4 presently reads: 
227. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make such regulations 

as are neces,sary to carry out this Act according to its intent or to 
meet cas'es that arise and for which no provision is made by this Act, 
and without in any way restricting the generality of the foregoing, 
may make regulations: 

4. prescribing the form, design and manner of display of any 
marker or licence plate issued by the Minister instead of the 
pres'cribed licence plate or plates, and making any incidental 
provisions that may be necps'sitated by the substitution of the 
marker or licence plate for the prescribed licence plate or plates; 
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(v) prescribing any requirements and prohibi­
tions necessitated by the use of one or two 
licence plates and by the use of validating 
tabs, markers or other signs in conjunc­
tion with licence plates; 

(b) by adding the following new clause after clause 11: 

11.1 preseribing for the use of a photograph on an op­
erator's licence and prescribing such terms and 
conditions as may be required fror the attachment 
of a photograph to an operator's licence; 

16. Section 247, subsections (4) and (5) are amended 
by striking out the words "a certified" wherever they occur 
and by substituting the word "an". 

17. Section 253, subsection (1) is amended 
(a) by striking out the word "or" at the end of clause 

(b), 

(b) by striking out clause (c). 

18. This Act comes into force on the day upon which it 
is assented to. 
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16. Section 247 (4) and (5 ) presently read: 
(4) Upon request ,of a person, the Minister may, in his discretion, 

furnish a certified abstract of the driving record of the person to a 
barrister and s'olicitor. 

(5) Upon request, the Minist~r may, in Ms discretion, furnish to a 
parent or guardian of any person requiring the signature of a parent 
or guardian on his licence a.pplication as provided in seetion 7, a 
certified abstract .of the drivi'ng record of that person covering the 
three year period immediately preceding the request .or such greater 
PE!rio-d, as the Minister, in hLs discre,tion, allows. 

17. Section 253(1)(b) and (c) presently read: 
253. (1) A person who 

(b) obtains the registration of a motor vehicle when it is not an 
insured mot.or vehicle, or 

(c) fails' to maintain his vehicle as an insured motor vehicle 
is guilty of an offence. 
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