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Bill 81 
Mr. Purdy 

BILL 81 
1974 

THE BOILERS AND PRESSURE VESSELS ACT, 1974 

(Assented to , 1974) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows: 

1.. In this Act, 

1. "accident" means an accident that results in damage 
to property or inj ury to or the death of a person; 

2. "approved and registered" means approved and 
registered in accordance with the regulations; 

3. "boiler" means a vessel in which steam or other 
vapour can be generated under pressure or in which 
a liquid can be put under pressure by the direct 
application of a heat source; 

4. "boiler horsepower" means the unit for me'asuring 
,the rating of a boiler as determined in the regula­
tions; 

5. "certificate of competency" means a certificate of 
competency specified or referred to in section 34; 

6. "certificate of inspection" means a certificate of 
inspection issued by an inspector pursuant to sec­
tion 25; 

7. "chief inspector" means the person appointed as 
chief inspector for the purposes of this Act and the 
regulations; 

8. "expansible fluid" means 
(i) any vapour or gaseous substance, or 

(ii) any liquid under a pressure and at a tempera­
ture that is such that the liquid will change 
to a gas or vapour when the pressure is reduced 
to atmospheric pressure; 

9. "fitting" means any valve, gauge, regulating and 
controlling device, flange, pipe fitting or any other 
appurtenance which is attached to or forms part 



Explanatory Notes 

General: The Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act, 197,4 replaces 
an Act which was last revised some 20 years ago. The new Act will 
provide a greater degree of flexibility in administering and in­
specting the growing nwnber of boilers and pressure vessels in 
Alberta. The terminology has been upgraded consistent with tech­
nological change and to provide for innovation and new types of 
equipment. It will ensure continuing safeguards in the industrial 
development of the Province. 

1. Definitions. 



of a boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping sys­
tem in a power plant, heating plant or pressure 
plant; 

10. "heating plant" means 
(i) anyone or more boilers in which steam or other 

vapour may be generated at a pressure not 
exceeding 15 pounds per square inch and a 
temperature not exceeding 250 degrees fahren­
heit, or 

(ii) anyone or more boilers in which water or other 
liquid may be heated to a pressure not exceed­
ing 160 pounds per square inch and a tempera­
ture not exceeding 250 degrees fahrenheit at 
or near the outlet of the boiler, or 

(iii) any system or arrangement of boilers referred 
to in subclause (i) or (ii), 

and the engines, turbines, pressure vessels" pressure 
piping system, machinery and ancillary equipment 
of any kind used in connection therewith; 

11. "inspector" means 
(i) a person appointed as an inspector for the 

purposes of this Act and the regulations, and 
(ii) the chief inspector; 

12. "Minister" means the member of the Executive 
Council who is charged with the administration of 
,this Act by the Lieutenant Governor in Council; 

13. "power plant" means 
(i) anyone or more boilers in which steam or other 

vapour is generated at more than 15 pounds 
per square inch, or 

(ii) anyone or more boilers containing liquid and 
having a working pressure exceeding 160 
pounds per square inch and a temperature 
exceeding 250 degrees fahrenheit or either one 
of them, or 

(iii) any system or arrangement of boilers referred 
to in subclause (i) or (ii), 

and the engines, turbines, pressure vessels, pressure 
piping system, machinery and ancillary equipment 
of any kind used in connection therewith; 

14. "p.ressure piping system" means pipe, tubes, con­
duits, fittings, gaskets, bolting and other comp?n­
ents making up a system the sole purpose of WhICh 
is the conveyance of an expansible fluid under 
pressure and the control of the flow of an expan­
sible fluid under pressure between two or more 
points; 
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15. "pressure plant" means anyone or more pressure 
vessels or any system or arrangement of pressure 
vessels and the engines, turbines, pressure piping 
system, machinery and ancillary equipment of any 
kind used in connection therewith; 

16. "pressure vessel" means any receptacle that con­
tains or is intended to contain an expansible fluid 
under pressure. 

3 
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PART 1 

GENERAL 

2. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), 
this Act and the regulations apply ,to all b'Oilers, pressure 
vessels, power plants, heating plants and pressure plants. 

(2) This Act and the regulations do not apply to 
(a) a heating plant of 2 boiler horsepowe-r 'Or less in 

capacity; 
(b) a boiler that is intended to be used in connection 

with 'a hiQt water heating sy;stem 'and that has no 
valves or 'Other 'Obstructions ,to prevent ,cir:0ulation 
between the boNer land the expansion tank, hut only 
the ex'pansi'On tank is fully vented to the atmos­
phere; 

(c) a pressure vessel of six inches or less in internal 
diamete:r;; 

(d) a pressure vessel which is used for the storage of 
hot water and has an internal diameter of 24 inches 
or less; 

(e) a pressure vessel or pressure piping system opera­
ting at and with relief valves sert at 15 pounds per 
square inch or less; 

(f) a boiler 'Or pressure vessel subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Canadian Transport Commission or a boiler 
or pressure vessel subject to the Canada Shipping 
Act; 

(g) a pressure vessel intended to be installed in a closed 
hot water heating system having a working pressure 
of 30 pounds per square inch or less and having 
an internal diameter of 24 inches or less; 

(h) anyone or more pressure vessels, pressure piping 
systems, machinery and equipment ancillary thereto 
by which refrigerants are V'ap'Ourized, compressed 
and liquified in the refrigerating cycle and that has 
a capacity of three tons or less; 

(i) any boiler or pressure vessel which, in the opinion 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, does not 
constitute a sufficient hazard to require it to be 
subj ect to this Act and the regulations. 

(3) This Act applies to boilers, pressure vessels, pressure 
plants, power plants and heating plants which form the 
whole or any part of an installation as defined in The Pipe 
Line Act, but it does not apply 

(a) to any boiler or pressure vessel that is exempted 
from the application of ,this Act by order of the 
Lieutenant Gove,rnor in Council under subsection 
(2), clause (i), or 
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2. Application of the Act. 
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(b) to any other part of a pipe line within the meaning 
of The Pipe Line Act. 

3. (1) In accordance with The Public Service Act there 
may be appointed a chief inspector and such other inspec­
tors, officers and persons as may be required for the pur­
poses of this Act and the regulations. 

(2) Where the chief inspector is given any power or 
duty under this Act or the regulations he may authorize 
one or more inspectors to exercise or perform that power 
or duty, upon such conditions or in such circumstances as 
the chief inspector prescribes and thereupon that power or 
duty may be exercised or performed by the inspector or 
inspectors so authorized in addition to the chief inspector. 

4. Where any calculation is made with respect to the 
application of ,this Act or the regulations the calculation 
shall be made and determined in accordance with the reg­
ulations. 

5 



3. Appointment of staff. 

4. Calculations. 
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PART 2 

DESIGN, CONSTRUCnON AND SALE 

Design 

5. (1) Where a person intends to construct in Alberta, 
for use in Alberta 

(a) a boiler or pressure vessel, or 
(b) a pressure piping system, 

the design of which has not been approved and registered, 
he shall apply to the chief inspector for approval and regis­
tration of the design. 

(2) The applicant shall submit such drawings, specifica­
tions and other information as may be required by the 
regulations. 

(3) Where an inspector is satisfied that the design of 
the boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping system meets 
the requirements of the regulations the design shall be ap­
proved and registered and the appl!icant notified according­
ly. 

(4) No person shall commence the construction of any 
boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping system in Alber­
ta, for use in Alberta, unless the design of the boiler, pres­
sure vessel or pressure piping system has been approved 
and registered. 

6. Any person who brings into Alberta a new or used 
boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping system the design 
of which has not been approved and registered, shall apply 
to the chief inspector for approval and registration of the 
design. 

7. (1) Where a person wishes to change a design ap­
proved and registered he shall apply for approval to do so 
in accordance with the regulations. 

(2) Where an inspector is satisfied that the change to 
the design meets the requirements of the regulations, the 
change shall be approved and registered and the applicant 
notified accordingly. 

(3) Where the design of a boiler or pressure vessel or 
pressure piping system is changed, no person shall com­
mence construction in accordance with the change in design 
until the change is approved and registered. 

8. The approval and registration of a design or any 
change to a design of a boiler, pressure vessel or pressure 
piping system does not relieve 
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5. Approval and registration of designs. 

6. Designs of boilers, pressure vessels and pressure plpmg 
systems coming into Alberta must be approved and registered. 

7. Approval and registration of changes to a design. 

8. Responsibility of owner and manufacturer not affected by 
approval and registration of a design. 
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(a) the owner of the design, from the responsibility for 
ensuring that the design complies with the regula­
tions, or 

(b) any person constructing to the design, for ensuring 
that the construction complies with the regulations. 

9. (1) Where the design of a boiler, pressure vessel or 
pressure piping system has been approved and registered 
and the chief inspector determines that 

(a) it is no longer safe to construct the boiler, pressure 
vessel or pressure piping system in accordance 
with the design, or 

(b) the design does not meet or no longer meets the 
requirements of the regulations, 

the chief inspector shall ~ive notice in writing to the owner 
of the design that from a date specified in the notice no 
boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping system shall be 
cons,tructed in Alberta, for use in Alberta, in accordance 
with the design. 

(2) Upon receipt of a notice referred to in subsection 
(1), the owner of the des1ign shall forward copies of the 
notke to every person who is permitted to construct a 
boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping system in accord­
ance with the design referred t,o in the notice. 

(3) No person shall construct a boiler, pressure vessel 
or pressrure piping system in Alberta, for use in Alberta, 
contrary to a notice referred to in subsection (1). 

(4) No person shall use, sell or otherwise dispose of any 
boiler, pressure vessel or pressure 'pip,ing system in Alberta, 
for use in Alberta, 

(a) where the design is the subj ect of a notice referred 
to in subsection (1), and 

(b) that was constructed after the date prohibiting 
construction specified in the notice referred to in 
subsection (1). 

Fittings 

10. (1) Any person who intends to construct in Alberta 
a fitting, for use in Alberta, in connection with an~ boiler, 
pressure vessel 'or pressure piping system, shall apply to 
the chief inspector to register the fitting in accordance 
with the regulations. 

(2) Where an inspector is satisfied that the application 
forms are properly completed the fitting shall be registered 
and the applicant notified accordingly. 

(3) No person shall commence construction of any fit­
ting in Alberta, for use in Alberta, unless the fitting has 
been registered in accordance with the regulations. 
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9. Unsafe and obsolete designs. 

10. Registration of fitting. 
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11,. Any person who brings into Alberta a new or used 
fitting which has not been registered in accordance with 
the regulations shall apply f'Or registration of the fitting. 

12. (1) Where a person wishes to make any change to 
the manner or method of constructing a fitting that is 
registered in accordance with the regulations, he shall ap­
ply to the chief inspector to register the change. 

(2) Where an inspector is satisfied that the application 
forms are properly completed, the change to the fitting 
shall be registered and the applicant notified a'ccordingly. 

(3) Where the design of a flitting is changed, no person 
shall commence construction in accordance with the change 
unless the change is registered in acoordance with the 
regulations. 

13. (1) Where a fitting has been registered in accord­
ance with the regulations and the chief inspector deter­
mines that the fitting 

(a) is not safe, or 
(b) does not meet or no longer meets the requirements 

of the regulations, 
the chief inspector shall give notice in writing to the person 
who registered the fitting that from a date specified in the 
notice, the ~itting described therein shall not be constructed 
in A~berta, for use in Alberta, in connection with :a boiler, 
pressure vessel or pressure piping system. 

(2) Upon receipt of a notice referred to in subsection 
(1), the person who registered the fitting shall forward 
copies of the notice to every person who is permitted to 
construct the fitting referred to in the notice. 

(3) No person shaH ,construct a fitting in Alberta, flOr 
use in AJherta, cont:['Iary to a notiee referred to in subsection 
( 1 ) . - ~ ; 'Mliatl 

(4) No pers,on shall use, sell or otherwise dispose of any 
fitting in Allberia, for use in Alberta, that is intended for 
use in connection with a boiler, pressure vessel or pressure 
piping system that is the subj ect of a notice referred to in 
subsection (1). 

Boiler and Pressure Vessel Identification 

14. Before an inspector issues the first certificate of 
inspection with respect to any boiler or pressure vessel he 
shall ensure that the boiler or pressure vessel is stamped 
with a number to be known as the Alberta identification 
number, unless the boiler or pressure vessel is to be used 
or operated outside Alberta. 
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II. Fittings brought into Alberta must be registered. 

I Z. Changes to fittings must be registered. 

13. Unsafe or obsolete fittings. 

14. Identification of boilers and pressure vessels. 
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Construction, Installation and Sale of Boilers, 
Pressure Vessels and Fittings 

15. (1) A person proposing to construct a boiler, pres­
sure vessel or pressure piping system for use or ·operation 
in Alberta, the· design of which has been approved and 
registered, shall ensure that it is constructed, inspected, 
tested and identified in accordance with the design and the 
regulations. 

(2) No person shall sell, rent, exchange or 'Otherwise dis­
pose of a new boiler or pressure vessel for use or operation 
in Alberta 

(a) unless the design of the boiler or pressure vessel 
has been approved and registered in Alberta, and 

(b) unless otherwise exempted by the regulations, a 
certificate of inspection has been ,issued therefor 
or in respect thereof. 

16. (1) A person pr'Oposing to construct a fitting for 
use in Alberta shall ensure that it is designed, constructed, 
inspected, tested, registered and identified in accordance 
with this Act and the regulations. 

(2) No person shall sell or otherwise dispose of a fitting 
for use in Alberta unless it is registered in accordance with 
the regulations. 

(3) No person shall install or cause or permit to be in­
stalled any fitting unless it has been registered in accord­
ance with the regu}ations. 

17. Where a person intends to sell, rent, exchange or 
otherwise dispose of a used boiler or pressure vessel previ­
ously installed in Alberta that is intended to be used or 
operated in Alberta, he shaH send ,to the chief inspector 
by registered or certified mail a notice in writing stating 

(a) the names and addresses of all parties to the trans­
action, 

(b) the effective date of the transaction, 
(c) the proposed new location 'Of the boiler or pressure 

vessel (if any), and 
(d) the Alberta identification number thereon. 

18. (1) No person shall install any pressure piping 
system unless its design has been approved and registered 
in Alberta and it has been inspected and tested in accord­
ance with the regulations. 

(2) No person shall install or cause or permit any boiler 
'Or pressure vessel to be installed 

9 



I S. Restrictions on construction and sale of boilers and pressure 
vessels to be used or operated in Alberta. 

16. Restrictions on construction and sale of fittings to be used 
in Alberta. 

17 . Notice of disposal of used boiler or pressure vessel. 

18. Prohibition of installation and use of boilers or pressure 
vessels. 
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(a) unless the design of the boiler or pressure vessel 
has been approved and registered in Alberta, and 

(b) unless otherwise exempted by the regulations, a 
certificate of inspection has been issued therefor 
or in respect thereof. 

(3) No person shall use, operate or place under pressure 
or cause or permit any boiler or pressure vessel to be used, 
operated 'Or placed under pressure unless a certificate of 
inspection has been issued therefor or in respect thereof. 

(4) Subsection (3) does not apply 
(a) where no certificate of inspection is required in re­

spect of the boiler or pressure vessel, or 
(tb) with respect to !any boiler, hot wrater tank, C1Usihion 

tank or iheating plant instal~ed, 'Us,ed, opevated or 
placed under rpressure in ,a ;private residence 'Occup­
ied by not more than four families before the coming 
into for,ce 'Of this Act. 

1'9. Unless the regulations, otherwis'e require, .the 'Owner 
of every boiler or pressure vessel which is to' be used or 
operated in 'any year, shall rpay to' the Crown a fee in respect 
of that boiler or rpreS!Slure vessel of such amO'unt, at such 
times ,and in ,such manner as may be prescribed in the reg­
ulations. 
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19. Payment of periodic fees in respect of boilers and pressure 
vessels. 
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PART 3 

INSPECTIONS 

20. (1) An inspector may inspect or invesUgate the con­
struction, installation; condition, operation or use of a 
boiler, pressure vessel, power plant, heating plant or pres­
sure plant. 

(2) For the purpose of an inspection or investigation, 
an inspector may issue Ian order in writing requiring the 
owner or person in charge of the boiler or pressure vess'el 
to prepare it in such a manner as to permit an internal 
inspection by him. 

(3) Wlhere the ins.pector is not satisfied with respect to 
the construction, installation, condition, operation or use 
of anything inspected or investigated, he maw 

(a) issue an order in writing stating the changes re­
quired to be made for the purpose of making the 
thing inSipected or investigated comply with this 
Act and the regulations, or 

(b) where the boiler, pressure vessel, power plant, heat­
ing plant or pressure plant is unsafe and immediate 
aotion is necessary to prevent an accident, issue an 
order in writing, forbidding the installation, opera­
tion or use thereof or any part used in connection 
therewith until the requirements of the order are 
complied with. 

( 4) Where an inspector issues an order under subsection 
(2) or subsection (3), clause (a), the person to whom the 
order is issued shall comply with the order within the time 
specified in the order. 

( 5) Where an inspector issues an order under subsection 
(3), clause (b), no person shall install, operate or use the 
boiler, pressure vessel, power plant, heating plant or pres­
sure plant, until he has 

(a) complied with the order of the inspector, and 
(b) notified the inspector in writing that the order 

has been complied with. 

21. An inspector may, for the purpose of any inspection 
or investigation ~oncerning any boiler, pr-eslsure vessel, 
power plant, heating plant or pressure plant, 

(a) inspect and examine all books and records that in 
any way relate to its maintenance, repair, operation 
or use; 

(b) take extracts from or make copies of any entry in 
the books and records mentioned in clause (a) and 
for that purpose may temporarily remove them 
after notifying the person in charge thereof; 

11 



. 20. Inspector to inspect and inquire into various matters and 
. m~y· issue· orders in certain circumstances. 

21 .• Powers of an inspector. 
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(c) require any perso.n to. make full disclo.sure either 
o.rally o.r in writing o.f any matter co.ncerning its 
maintenance, repair, o.peratio.n o.r use and to. pro.­
duce and deliver to. him all rec'Ords o.r do.cuments 
o.r co.pies ~thereo.f that he has in his Po.ssessio.n o.r 
under his co.ntro.I that in any way relate to. the 
bo.iler, pressure vessel, power plant, heating plant 
o.r pressure plant; 

(d) take o.r remo.ve o.r o.rder the removal o.f samples o.f 
any material, substance 'Or thing and shall no.tify 
eithe,r the o.wner, manufacturer orcontraetor o.f the 
sample, substance o.r thing taken o.r remo.ved. 

22. (1) For the purpo.se o.f this Act and the regulatio.ns, 
an inspecto.r may at any reaso.nable time enter UPo.n any 
property, place o.r thing, other than a private dwelling, 
used in eonnection with the construction, ins·talllatio.n, 
maintenance, repair, o.peratio.n o.r use o.f a bo.iler, pressure 
vessel, Po.wer plant, heating plant o.r pressure plant to. in­
spect the same. 

(2) An inspecto.r shall be furnished by the Minister with 
a certificate o.f his apPo.intment and o.n entering any place 
used in co.nnectio.n with the co.nstructio.n, installatio.n, main­
tenance, repair, o.peratio.n o.r use o.f a bo.iler, pressure vessel, 
power plant, heating plant o.r pressure plant shall, if so. 
required, pro.duce the certificate to. the perso.n in charge 
thereo.f. 

23. (1 ) No. perso.n shall 

(a) refuse admission to. an inspecto.r, or 
(b) obsltruct o.r hinder an inspecto.r, 

who. presents his certificate of appo.intment and who. is 
engaged in carrying o.ut any inspectio.n o.r investigation 
under this Act o.r the regulations. 

(2) No. perso.n shall make a false o.r misleading state­
ment either o.rally o.r in writing to. an inspecto.r engaged in 
carrying o.ut any inspectio.n o.r investigatio.n under this Act 
o.r the regulatio.ns. 

24. (1) The perso.n in charge o.f the constructio.n, instal­
latio.n, maintenance, repair, operation o.r use o.f a bo.iler, 
pressure vessel, Po.wer plant, heating plant o.r pressure 
plant and every perso.n emplo.yed by him o.r in co.nnectio.n 
therewith shall give an inspecto.r all reaso.nable assistance 
to. enable the inspecto.r to. carry 'Out his inspectio.n o.r in­
vestigatio.n. 

(2) The o.wner o.r perso.n in charge o.f a bo.iler, pressure 
vessel, Po.wer plant, heating plant o.r pressure plant shall 

12 



22. Right of entry. 

23. Inspector not to be hindered. 

24. Assistance and safety equipment to be provided to an in­
spector. 
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ensure, during any inspection or investigation by an in­
spector, that 

(a) there is a person in attendance who is capable of 
taking all the necessary precautions to ensure the 
safety of the inspector, and 

(b) any safety equipment that the inspector considers 
necessary is immediately available for his use. 

25. (1) Where a certificate of inspection is required by 
thirs Alct or the regul'ations, Ian inslpector shall issue the 
certificate of inspection 

(a) where, after an inspection, he is satisfied that the 
boiler - or pressure vessel complies with this Act 
and the regulations, or 

(b) in accordance with the regulations. 

(2) A certificate of inspection for a boiler or pressure 
vessel shall show 

(a) If1he A~lberta identification llIumber of the boHer or 
pressure vessel, 

(b) the date on which the inspection is made by an in­
spector, 

(c) the maximum allowable pressure and temperature 
at which the boiler or pressure vessel is permitted 
to be operated or used, 

(d) any other condition under which the boiler or pres­
sure vessel is to be operated, used or maintained, 
and 

(e) such other information as the chief inspector may 
require. 

(3) No person shall operate or use or permit to be oper­
ated or used any boiler or pressure vessel 

(a) in excess of the maximum allowable pressure speci­
fied on the certificate of inspection, or 

(b) contrary to any other condition specified on the 
certificate of inspection. 

26. (1) Every owner of and every person in charge of 
a boiler or pressure vessel shall ensure that a certificate of 
inspection 

(a) is conspicuously placed adjacent to the boiler or 
pressure vessel to which it relates and where it can 
be easily read, or 

(b) is retained and safeguarded in a manner approved 
by the inspector. 

13 



25. Certificate of inspection. 

26. Retention and prodUction of certificate of inspection. 
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(2) The owner or person in charge of a boiler or pressure 
vessel shall produce the certificate of inspection applicable 
thereto on demand of an inspector or a peace officer. 

(3) Every owner 'Of and every person in charge of a 
boiler or pressure vessel mounted on a vehicle subj rot to 
the provisions of The Public Service Vehicles Act shall 
ensure that the certificate of inspection or a copy thereof 
is retained on the vehicle and produced upon demand of an 
inspector, a peace officer or a patrol officer of the Motor 
Transport Board appointed under The Public Service 
Vehicles Act. 

14 
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PART 4 

OPERATION AND SUPERVISION, 
ACCIDENTS AND INVESTIGATIONS 

27. (1) Except for a power plant exempted under sub­
section (3), no owner or person in charge of a power 
plant shall operate or permit it to be operated unless it is 
operated 

(a) under the general supervision of the holder of a 
certificate of competency the classification of 
which qualifies the holder to act as -chief power 
eng,ineer of the power plant, and 

(b) under the continuous supervision of the holder of 
a certificate of competency the classification 
of which qualifies the holder to act as shift power 
engineer under the general supervision of a person 
referred to in clause (a) . 

(2) Where in the opinion of the chief inspector there 
are insufficient power engineers to exercise satisf'actory 
supervision over a power plant, the chief inspector may 
direct the owner or person in charge 'Of the plant to em­
ploy sufficient power engineers to exercise satisfactory 
supervision of the plant. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may by regu­
lation exempt from the provisions of this section a power 
plant consisting of 

(a) one or more coil type drumless boilers having an 
aggregate capacity not exceeding 500 b'Oiler horse­
power and used for the sole purpose of under­
ground thermal flooding in oil fields; 

(b) one or more boilers in which steam is generated 
at a pressure not exceeding 20 pounds per square 
inch before coming into force of this Act; 

(c) a boiler of a capacity of 25 boiler horsepower or 
less; 

(d) one or more boilers having an aggregate capacity 
not exceeddng three cubic feet. 

(4) Where a regulation is made under subsection (3), 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council may by regulation 
require the owner or person in charge of the power plant 
exempted from this section to hold a certificate of com­
petency the classification of which qualifies him to have 
general supervision of the plant. 

28. (1) No owner of a heating plant of a class or type 
specified in the regulations shall operate or permit or 
cause anyone or more of them to be operated unless they 
are under the general superViision of the holder of a cer-
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tificate of competency the classification of which qualifies 
the holder to exercise general supervision of and be re­
sponsible for the heating plant. 

(2) Where in the opinion of the chief inspector there 
are insufficient persons responsible f.or the supervision 
of one or more heating plants, the chief inspector may 
direct the owner or person in charge of the plant to em­
ploy a ,suffident number of perslons who 'are ho:lders of 
a certificate of competency the classification of which 
qualifies them to exercise general supervision of and be 
responslible for the heating plant. 

29. (1) Where pursuant to this Act or the regulations 
the operation of a boiler, pressure vessel, power plant or 
heating plant requires the supervision of the holder of a 
certificate of competency, no person shall assign duties 
or issue orders to the holder of a certificate of competency 
to operate the boiler, pressure vessel, power plant or heat­
ing plant contrary to the provisions of this Act or the 
regulations. 

(2) Where supervision by the holder of a certificate 
of competency is not required by this Act or the regula­
tions, the owner is responsible for the pr'oper care and 
safe operation of the boiler, pressure vessel, power plant, 
heating plant or pressure plant. 

30. No person shall interfere with or render inoperative 
or do away with any fitting that is by this Act or the 
regulations required to be part of a power plant, heating 
plant or pressure plant unless he has written permission 
from an inspector to do so. 

31. The owner or person responsible for the operation 
of a boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping system 
shall notify the chief inspector immediately upon dis­
covery of any thing that renders it or may render it un­
slafe to roper,ate or use. 

3.2. (1) Where any accident concerning a boiler, pres­
sure vessel, power plant, heating plant or pressure plant 
ocoors, ,the owner shall send a fuB !report in writing by 
registered or certified mail to the chief inspector as soon 
as possible after the accident and shall specify in the 
report 

( a) the exact place of the accident, 
(b) the name of any person kHled 'Or injured 'as a result 

of the accident, 
(c) a description of any damage to property, and 
(d) the cause 'an:d particulars of the accident, as far 

as can be ascertained. 
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(2) After an accident referred to in subsection (1), 
nothing shall be removed or interfered with in, on or 
about the place where the accident occurred until an in­
spector has made an inspection thereof, except in so far 
as may be necessary for the purpose of preventing death 
or injury or protecting property. 

33. (1) Where in the opinion of the chief inspector it 
is necessary to investigate any matter relating to the con­
struction, use, operation, maintenance or repair of a boiler, 
pressure vessel, power plant, heating plant or pressure 
plant or any accident in connection therewith the chief 
inspector may investigate the matter or may direct any 
other person to do so. 

(2) The person making the investigation shall give to 
the owner or person in charge of the boiler, pressure 
vessel, power plant, heating plant or pressure plant in 
respect of which an investigation is to be held, not less 
than 24 hours' noUce in writing of the commencement of 
the investigation and its purpose. 

(3) Where the person making the investigation is not 
an inspector, that person has all the powers of an in­
spector for the purpose of making the investigation. 
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PART 5 

CERTIFICAT'ES OF COMPETENCY 

34. (1) A person may, in accordance with the regula­
tions, apply for any certificate of competency specified 
in this section or any other certificate of competency pre­
scribed in the regul,a;tions. 

(2) 'There shall be the following certificates of com­
petency: 

(a) First Class Power Engineer's Certificate of Com­
petency, 

(b) Second Class Power Engineer's Certificate of 
Competency, 

(c) Third Class Power Engineer's Certificate of Com­
petency, 

(d) Fourth Class Power Engineer's Certificate of 
Competency, 

(e) Firem'an's Cer.tificate of Competency, 
(f) Special Oil Well Operator's Certificate of Com­

petency, 
(,g) Pressure Welder's Certificate of Competency, and 
(h) such other certificates of competency and any 

grade or class ,thereof :as may be ptres,cribed in the 
regulations. 

(3) Where a person meets the qualifications required 
and passes any examinations requir,ed to be passed, he 
shall be granted the appropriate certificate of competency 
or the appropriate class or grade thereof. 

35. The holder of a certificate of competency the 
classification of which authorizes him to act as a power 
engineer may sketch, construct, install, operate, repair 
and give advice on all things pertaining to any power 
plant in which he is employed but is not entitled to per­
form any welding unless he holds a certificate of com­
petency permitting him to do so. 

36. ( 1 ) No person shall 

(a) weld or offer to weld a boiler, pressure vessel or 
pressure piping system or any fitting unless that 
person is the holder of a certificate of competency 
and a valid performance qualification card issued 
pursuant to the regulations authorizing him to 
do that type of welding, or 

(b) require, cause or permit the welding of a boiler, 
pressure vessel or pressure piping system or any 
fitting unless the person required, caused or per-
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mitted to do the welding is the holder of a cer­
tificate of competency and a valid performance 
qualification card issued pursuant to the regula­
tions authorizing him to do that type of welding. 

(2) No person shall alter or repair a boiler or pressure 
vessel by welding unless he is authorized to do so by an 
inspector. 

'Complaints, Investigation and Appeals 

37. (1) -Where an inspector or any other person -is- of 
the opinion that the holder of a certificate of competency 

(a) has acted in an incompetent manner, or 
(b) has acted in a grossly negligent or dangerous 

manner, or 

(c) is incapable of performing those duties that his 
certificate of competency authorize him to per­
form, or 

( d) has acted in an improper manner, 
he may make a complaint to the chief inspector. 

(2) Upon receipt of a complaint the chief inspector 
shall make a preliminary :investigation into the complaint. 

38. (1) Upon the c'onclusion of a preliminary inves­
tigation the chief inspector shall either 

(a) direct that no further action be taken, or 
(b) where he considers that there is sufficient evi­

dence to justify an inquiry into the conduct, 
capability or fitness of the person against whom 
the complaint was made he shall make a report 
to the Minister recommending that a committee of 
inquiry be established, 

and notify the person making the complaint and the per­
son against whom the complaint was made, of his decision. 

(2) Upon receipt of a report pursuant to subsection 
(1), clause (b), the Minister shall establish a committee 
of inqui'ry consisting of one or' more perSODJS -and if more 
than one person is appointed, appointing one of them as 
chairman. 

39. (1) At least 14 days before a committee of inquiry 
commences hearings for the purpose of taking evidence 
or otherwise ascertaining facts, a notice in writing shall 
be served upon the person whose conduct, capability or 
fitness is the subj ect of the inquiry 

(a) containing reasonable particulars of the matter 
to be ,investigated, and 

(b) specifying the time and place of the hearing. 
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(2) The person who is the subject of the investigation 
is entitled to be rep,resented by counsel 

(3) Testimony may be adduced before a committee of 
inquiry in any manner the committee considers proper 
and the Icommittee is not bound by the ,~u:les of llaw 
concerning evidence applicable to judicial proceedings, 
but a certificate of competency shall not be cancelled or 
sU'sp,ended on 'affidavit evidence alone. 

(4) Any member of the committee of inquiry is em­
powered to administer an oath to any witness who is to 
give evidence before it. 

40. (1) The holder of a certificate of competency 
whose conduct, capability or fitness is being investigated 
is a compellable witness in any proceedings of the com­
mittee of inquiry. 

(2) A witness may be examined on 'Oath on all matters 
relevant to the proceedings and shall not be excused from 
answering any question on the ground that the answer 

(a) might tend to criminate him, or 
(b) might subject him to punishment under this Act 

or the regulations, or 
(c) might tend to establish his liability 

(i) to a civil proceeding at the instance of the 
Crown 'Or of any person, or 

(ii) to prosecution under any statute, 
but the answer so given, if it is such as tends to criminate 
him or to establish his liability to a 0ivil proceeding, shall 
not be used or received against him in any civil proceed­
ings or in any proceedings under any other Act of the 
Province. 

(3) A notice to enforce 
(a) the attendance of a witness, and 
(b) the production of books, papers and other docu-

ments, 
before a committee of inquiry may be issued by the chair­
man of the committee of inquiry stating the time and 
place at which the witness is to attend or to produce the 
documents, if any, he 'is required to produce. 

(4) A witness, other than the person whose conduct, 
capability or fitness is being investigated, who is served 
with a notice to attend or to produce documents, is en­
titled to demand and to be paid the usual f,ees payable to 
witnesses in an action in the Trial Division of the Sup­
reme Court 'Of Alberta. 

(5) A witness 
(a) who fails 

(i) to attend before a committee of inquiry, or 
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(ii) tD pr'Oduce any b'O'Oks, rec'Ords, papers 'Or 
other d'Ocuments 'Or things, in 'Obedience t'O a 
notice issued under this section, 

or 
(b) wh'O f3!ils in any 'Other way t'O c'Omply with a 

n'Otice issued under this secti'On, 'Or 
(c) wh'O refuses t'O be sw'Orn, 'Or t'O answer any ques­

ti'Ons all'Owed by the c'Ommittee 'Of inquiry, 
is liable t'O attachment UP'On application t'O a judge 'Of the 
Supreme C'Ourt 'Of Alberta. 

(6) F'Or the purp'Ose 'Of 'Obtaining the testimony of a 
witness who is out of ALberta, a judge .of :the S'Uplreme 
C'Ourt, UP'On an applicati'On ex parte by the chairman 'Of 
the c'Ommittee of inquiry, may direct the issue 'Of a com­
miss'i'On f'Or the 'Obtaining ,of the evidence 'Of the witness 
and the c'Ommissi'On shall be issued and evidence taken 
pursuant t'O the Alberta Rules 'Of C'Ourt which apply with 
all necessary m'Odificati'Ons. 

41. (1) If the pers'On wh'Ose conduct, capability 'Or fit­
ness is the subj ect 'Of an investigati'On does n'Ot attend the 
inquiry, the committee .of inquiry may, up 'On proof of 
pers'Onal service 'Of the notice t'O attend, proceed with 
the subject matter 'Of the inquiry in his absence and make 
its decisi'On under secti'On 42 with'Out further notice to him. 

(2) The non-attendance 'Or refusal t'O testify by the per­
s'On wh'O is the subject 'Of the inquiry may be held t'O be 
an action 'Of an impr'Oper manner within secti'On 42, sub­
secti'On (2), clause (d). 

42. (1) After c'Ompleting its inquiry the committee 
of inquiry shall prepare a w·ritten report 'Of the eomv~aint 
investigated. 

(2) The c'Ommittee 'Of inquiry may dismiss the com­
plaint OT give a warning or where the committee 'Of i'nquky 
is 'Of the 'Opin~'On that the h'Older 'Of a certificate 'Of com­
petency 

(a) has acted in an inc'Ompetent manner, 'Or 
(b) has acted in a gr'Ossly negligent 'Or dangerous 

manner, 'Or 
(c) is incapable 'Of perf'Orming th'Ose duties that his 

certificate 'Of competency auth'Orize him to per­
form, 'Or 

(d) has acted in a manner whdch is impr'Oper, 
the Ic'Ommittee 'Of inquiry m1ay, by ol'"lder in writing, 

(e) suspend the certificate 'Of c'Ompetency 'Of the per­
s'On investigated with 'Or with'Out c'Onditions, or 

(f) cancel the certificate 'Of c'Ompetency. 
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(3) Upon the comm'ittee of inquiry making its decision 
the chairman shall cause a notice in writing to be sent to 

(a) the person whose conduct was the subject of the 
investigation or his counsel, and 

(b) the chief inspector, 
notifying them of the decision and any order made in 
connection therewith. 

43. (1) A person who is the subj ect of an order of a 
committee of inquiry may, within 30 days of the date of 
the order, appeal to the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court of Alberta. 

(2) The appeal shall be commenced by 
(a) filing a notice of appeal with the Registrar of 

the Court at Edmonton or Calgary, and 

(b) serving a copy of the notice of appeal upon the 
chief inspector, 

within 30 day,s from the later of the dates on which the 
order is made by the committee of inquiry. 

(3) 'Dhe person appealing, after 'com'mencing the alppeal 
and upon IlJotice to the chief iIlJspector, may apply to the 
committee of inquiry or to a judge of the Supreme Court 
for an order suspending any order of the committee of 
inquiry pending disposition of the appeal. 

44. (1) The appeal shall be founded upon a copy of 
the report IOf ,the committee of inquky,a copy of the record, 
a copy of the findings and 'Order, if any, of the committee 
of inquiry and a copy of the evidence, if any, received by 
the committee of inquiry, all of which shall be certified 
by the chairman of the committee. 

(2) The chief inspector shall on request furnish to the 
appellant or to his solicitor or agent the number of copies 
of the documents mentioned in subsection (1) so requested 
but not exceeding nine in any case. 

45. The procedure in an appeal shall, with all neces­
sary modifications, be the same as that provided in the 
Alberta Rules of Court for appeals from a judgment of a 
judge of the Supreme Court to the Appellate Division. 

46. (1) The Court, upon hearing the appeal, may 
(a) make any other findings that in its opinion ought 

to have been made, or 
(b) quash, confirm or vary any order or finding of 

the committee of inquiry, or 
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(c) refer the matter back to the committee of inquiry 
for further conside~ation by them. 

(2) The Court may make such award as to costs as it 
considers just in the circumstances. 

Advisory Board 

~7. (1) 'The Lieutenant Governor in Counell shall es­
tablish an Advis'Ory Board. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall appoint 
five persons as members of the Advisory Board and 
designate one of the members as chairman. 

(3) At least two persons appointed as members of the 
Advisory Board ,shall 'be 'holders of a power engineer's 
certificate of competency. 

(4) At least two persons appointed as members of the 
Advisory Board shall be registered professional engineers 
actively engaged in a field dealing with boilers and pres­
sure vessels. 

(5) Not more than one member 'Of the Advisory Board 
shall be a full time employee of the Department of Man­
power and Labour. 

48. The Advisory Board shall report to and advise the 
Minister on anyone or more of the following matters: 

(a) the application of this Act and the regulations 
and any code or body of rules related thereto; 

(b) the qualification and examination of any applicant 
for a certificate of competency under this Act or 
the regulations; 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

a review of any technical evidence with respect 
to the cancellation or suspension of any certificate 
of competency; 
a review of any technical evidence with respect 
to accidents concerning any boiler, pressure vessel 
or pressure piping system; 
any other matter assigned to the Advisory Board 
by the M,inister or the chief inspector with re­
spect to any matter pertaining to this Act and 
the regulations and the administration thereof. 

49. (1) The Advisory Board shall meet when requested 
by the chairman, the Minister or the chief inspector. 

(2) The members of the Advisory Board hold office 
during pleasure ana shall be paid such allowance and 
remuneration for theior services, land for the e~penses 
necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties, 
as may be prescribed by the Minister. 
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PART 6 

,REGULATIONS AND OFFENCES 

50. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make 
regulations 

1. concerning the survey, approval and registration of 
designs and changes thereto of boilers, pressure vessels, 
power plants, heating plants, pressure plants and con­
cerning the registration of fittings; 

2. concerning the construction, testing, installation, in­
spection, repair, maintenance, use and operation of 
boilers, pressure vessels, pressure plants, power plants, 
heating plants and fittings; 

3. adopting with or without changes, any code or body of 
rules relating to the design, construction, installation, 
inspection, repair, maintenance, operation or use of 
boilers, pressure vessels, power plants, heating plants, 
pressure plants or fittings; 

4. providing that any class or type 'Of pressure vessel of 
one and one-half cubic feet or less in capacity is sub­
j ect to all or any provisions of this Act and the regula­
tions; 

5. authoI'lizing the chief inspector to accept or provide 
for methods of evaluating designs submitted to him for 
aprproval 'and registration if they are of :an equivalent 
standaI'ld 'Of s'afety as those codes or bodies .of Tlules 
adopted by the re'gul'ations; 

6. g'Overning applications for approval and registration 
of designs and changes to a design and the classifica­
tion of boilers and pressure vessels for the purpose of 
inspection, operation and use; 

7. governing the allocation of identification numbers to 
boilers and pressure vessels; 

8. governing the method of preparing boilers and pres­
sure vessels for inspection and the times at which an 
inspection is to be made and types of inspection that 
are to be made; 

9. prescribing types of certificates of competency in ad­
dition to rbhose specified in this Act, the grades or 
classes within each type 'Of certificate and the manner 
in which each certificate of competency and grade or 
class thereof may be obtained and prescribing for any 
certificate of competency 
(i) 'the qrualifieations, tests and ex:aminations required 

to be met, 
(ii) the conditions precedent ,and isuhsequent to the 

issue 'Of 'a certificate of competency, and 
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(iii ) the 'person authorized to issue them; 

10. governing with respect to each certificate of com­
petency, the matters that the holder of a certificate 
of competency is authorized to do; 

11. prohibiting any person from doing any act or thing 
or operating or having charge of any type of pressure 
vessel that is a nazard to the general public unless he 
is the holder of a certificate of competency which 
qualifies him to operate or have charge of the pressure 
vessel and specifying what constitutes a hazard to the 
general public for the purpose of this clause; 

12. concerning the making of any inquiry Dr 'investigation 
and any matter required in connection therewith; 

13. concerning the issue, renewal, suspension or cancella­
tion of any certificate of competency issued; 

14. concerning the amount 'Of fees payable and the method 
of payment for any matter or th[ng under this Act 
and the regulations; 

15. concerning any calculation to be made under this Act 
or the regulations; 

16. requiring data and reports of service inspections from 
any person and the matters to be contained in the 
report and the times at which it is to be submitted; 

17. requiring or exempting any person from holding a cer­
tificate of inspection with respect to a boiler Dr pres­
sure vessel and the basis upon and the manner in 
which a certificate of inspection is to be issued; 

18. concerning the issue of a permit authorizing the instal­
lation of a heating plant and prohibiting any person 
from installing a heating plant unless he holds a per­
mit to do s'o; 

19. governing welding procedures relating to the construc­
tion of boilers, pressure vessels, fittings and pressure 
piping systems; 

20. providing for a system of survey, approval and regis­
tration of welding procedures and matters relating 
thereto and providing for tests and the issue ,of per­
formance qual~fication cards for welders engaged in 
work on a boiler, pressure vessel or pressure piping 
system; 

21. governing the issue and removal of performance quali­
fication cards issued to a welder by an inspector; 

22. providing for any 'Other matter required for the ad­
ministration of this Act and the regulations. 

(2) Any regulation made under this Act may be specific 
or general in its application or apply to the whole or any 
part of Alberta. 

25 



25 



(3) Where any code or body of rules relating to the 
design, construction, installation, inspection, repair, main. 
tenance, operation or use of a power plant, heating plant 
or pressure plant is adopted by the regulations and any 
conflict arises between the code or body of rules and other 
regulations made under this section, the provisions of the 
other regulations prevail. 

51. Any person who contravenes any provision of this 
Act or the regulations is guilty of an offence and liable 
on summary conviction to !a fine of not more than $5,000 
and in default of payment to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding one year or to both fine and imprisonment. 
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PART 1 

TRANSITIONAL AND C'ONSEQUENTIAL PROVISIONS 

Transitional Provisions 

52. In this Part, "former Act" means The Boilers and 
Pressure Vessels Act being chapter 32 of the Revised 
Statutes .of Alberta 1970 and "former regulati.ons" means 
regulations made under that Act. 

53. (1) An Engineer's Certificate of Competency 
issued under the former Act shall be deemed to be a Power 
Engineer's Certificate of Competency 'Of the same class 
under this Act. 

(2) A Ftireman's Certificate of Competency issued 
under the former Act shall be deemed to be a Fireman's 
Certificate of Competency under this Act. 

(3) A Pressure Vessel Welder's Certificate of Compe­
tency issued under the former Act shall be deemed to be 
a Pressure Welder's Certificate of C'Ompetency under this 
Act. 

54. An inspection certificate issued by an inspector 
under the former Act shall be deemed to be a certificate 
of inspection issued under this Act. 

55. A temporary certificate and a Special Limiting 
Certificate issued pursuant to the former regulations con­
tinues to have the same force and effect as though this 
Act and the regulations had not come into force and the 
former Act and regulations had remained in force. 

Consequential Amendments 

56. The Coal Mines Regulation Act, section 35, clause 
(b) is amended by striking out the words "The Boilers 
and Pressure Vessels Act" and substituting the words "The 
Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act, 1971/'. 

57. The Licensing of Trades and Businesses Act, sec­
tion 3, clause (b) is amended by striking out the words 
"The Boilers and Pre sure Vessels Act" and substituting 
the words "The Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act, 1971/'. 

58. The Pipe Line Act is amended 

(a) as to section 33, subsection (3), by striking out 
the words "The Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act" 
and substituting the words "T'he Boilers and 
Pressure Vessels Act, 1971/'; 
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(b) as to section 47 by striking out the words "The 
Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act" and substituting 
the words "The Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act, 
1974". 

59. The Tradesmen's Qualification Act, section 5 is 
amended by striking out the words "The Boilers and 
Pressure Vessels Act" and substituting the words "The 
Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act, 1974". 

00. The Welding Act, section 12 is amended by striking 
out the words liThe Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act" and 
substituting the words liThe Boilers and Pressure Vessels 
Act, 1971/'. 

61. The Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act is repealed. 

62. (1) This Act, except section 28, comes into force 
on April 1, 1975. 

(2) Section 28 comes into force on Ap,ril1, 1976. 
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59. Amends chapter 367 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta 1970. 

60. Amends chapter 389 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta 1970. 

61. Repeals chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta 1970. 
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