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Bill 229 
Mr. Clark 

BILL 229 
1976 

THE MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY ACT 

(Assented to , 1976) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advic'e and CQnsent Qf 
the Legislative Assembly Qf Alberta, enacts as fQllows: 

1. In this Act 
(a) "marriage" shall mean a marriage where boOth 

parties are dQmiciled in the PrQvince, being either 
(i) a lawful marriage, wherever and whenever 

contracted, excepting any marriage where the 
parties are living separate and apart by agree­
ment Qr CQurt Qrder, Qr 

(ii) a CQmmQn law marriage, excepting any CQm­
moOn law marriage where the parties have 
lived tQgether for less than three year in tQtal; 

(b) "property"shall mean real Qr persQnal prQperty, 
wherever situate, which is capable Qf being dis­
PQsed Qf by a will under The Wills Act, but shall 
nQt include real prQperty which is, Qn January 1, 
1978, held by the parties toO a marriage as jQint 
tenants. 

2. The parties toO any marriage shall be deemed toO Qwn 
all prQperty acquired at any time during the marriage, by 
either party individually Qr by boOth parties jointly Qr in 
CQmmQn, as tenants in CQmmQn as toO 'each an undivided 
Qne-half interest, unless the parties toO the marriage boOth 
Qtherwise agree by a settlement in writing priQr toO January 
1st, 1978 Qr priQr toO the marriage aft'er that date. 

3. This Act coOmes intQ fQrce Qn the day upon ·which it 
is assented toO. 
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