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Bill 257 
Mr. Clark 

BILL 257 

1978 

THE SPECIAL MEDICAL SERVICES ACT 

(Assented to J 1978) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advke and consent of the 
Legislative As'selPb}}, of ~lberta, enacts as follows: 

~. (a) "Fund" means"tiie'IridependenfLiVing Fund established 
by section 2; 

(b) "Minister" means the Minister of Hospitals and Medical 
Care; 

( c) "rehabilitation service" means 
(i) a prosthetic device; 

(ii) the mndification nf the structure nr facilities of a 
dwelling for the purpose of enabling or facilitating 
a person with aphys!cal ~andicap' gr me~dicalGpndi-_ 
ti(fn~ to live- there with mcreased indeperidence; ----

(iii) an appliance,' vehicle or device which has as its 
purpose~Jhe training or enabling :of~a -person with· 
a physical or mental handioap or medical condition 
,to Hve without or with less dependence on hospital, 
institutional or home care ; 

(iv) training or rehabilitation to the use nf any thing 
mentioned in subclause (i), (ii), or (iii); 

( v ) training 'Of 'an individual to enable him to assist or 
train a person with a physioal or mental handicap 
Dr medical condition to' live withnut or with less 
dependence on hospital, institutional Dr' home care; 
or 

(vi) the reasonable living and travelling expenses of the 
person or individual incurred· during ,and for the .
purpose of receiving or being counselled, harned -o'r' , 
rehabilitated as to the use of a special service Dr 
rehabilitation servioe mentioned in subc1auses (i) 
to (v); 

that is not a basic health service within the meaning of 
The Alberta Health Care Insurance Act; 

(d) "special service" means 
(i) any serviCe, dtug, equipment or treatment recom

mended by ,a physician appointed by a person and 



Explanatory Notes 

I. Definitions.' 



by a physician appointed hy the Minister, for the 
treatment .of that person for 
(A) chronic renal disease; 
(B) cystic fibrosis; 
(c) .ostomy; 
(D) 'congenital limb defcmnity; or 
(E) any other physical or mental disease or condi

tion that is designated for the purpose of this 
clause by the regulations; or 

(ii) 'any other service, drug, equipment or treatment 
designated .as a special service by the regulations; 

that is not a basic health service within the meaning of 
The Alberta Health Care Insurance Act. 

2. There is he'rebyesta!blished a fund to be known as the 
Independent Living Fund into which the Provincial Treasurer 
may from time to time pay such money as the Legis'lature may 
appropriate to the purpose of this Act. 

3. ( 1) Every person who, in the opinion of a physician ap
pointed by him and a physician appointed by the Minister, needs 
a special service 'Or a rehabilitation service may apply to the Min
ister and the Minister may make available to that pe'rson 

(a) the special service, or 
(b) the rehabilitation service, or 
(c) where the service is not available in the Province, a grant 

or loan to enable the person to obtain the 'service else
where, 

whichever is more appropriate in the 'Opinion 'Of the Minister, and 
where, in the opinion of the Minister the cost of the service, 
grant or loan will be less than the provision of hospital, institu
tional or home care or the pr'Ovision of the service, grant or loan 
will be more beneficial to the person than the h'Ospital, insti
tutional or home care it will replace. 

(2) The cost of any service, grant or loan provided pursuant 
to subsection (1) 'Shall be paid 'Out of the Fund. 

4. ( 1 ) There is hereby esta!blished the Independent Living 
Fund Appeal Board consisting of a chairman and 2 members to 
be appointed by the Minister and 6 members to be appointed by 
the Minister on the recommendation of the Alberta Medical 
Association. 

(2) Where 
(a) the 2 physicians mentioned in subsection 3 ( 1) disagree 

to a material extent as to whether a person needs a 
special service Dr a rehabilitative service 'Or as to what 
service the person needs or, 
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2. Independent Living Fund established. 

3. Services made available or grant or loan in lieu. 

4. Appeal B0ard. 
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(b) after the recommendation of 2 physicians pursuant to 
subsection 3, ( 1) that a person needs a speoial service or 
a rehabilitation service, the Minister refuses or fails to 
provide the service 'Or a grant 'Or l'Oan for it within 30 
days 'Of the recommendation, 

the person may appeal to the Board by registered mail and the 
Board shall, within 30 days of receipt 'Of the appeal hold a hear
ing and hear representations by or on behalf of the person, the 
physicians and the Minister and may ,c'Onfirm, reverse 'Or vary the 
decision of the Minister 'Or may oonfirm ~he reoommendation of 
one of the 2 physicians or substitute a di'fferent recommendation 
as the case may be. 

(3) The Board shall render its decision on the appeal within 
30 days of the hearing. 

5. The Minister may establish facilities and services, enter into 
contracts, 'and empl'Oy persons under The Public Service Act to 
provide and maintain special service'S and rehabilitation services 
and carry out the purposes 'Of this Act, providing that money has 
been appropriated to the Fund for that purpose by the Legislature. 

6. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regul'ations 

( a) prescribing any device, modification, appliance, vehicle, 
training, rehabilitation 'Or expense to be a rehabilitation 
service within the meaning of 'Section 1 (c) ; 

(b) prescribing any service, equipment 'Or treatment to be a 
special service within the meaning 'Of section 1 ( d) ; 

( c ) establishing what physical or mental handicaps or medical 
conditions may entitle a person to benefits hereunder; 

( d) prescribing forms and procedures for the purposes 'Of 
this Act; 

(e) prescribing the terms and conditions consistent with the 
purposes of this Act, on which persons are provided with 
'Special services or rehabilitation services. 

7. This Act comes into force on a date to be fixed by 
Proc1,amation. 

3 



5. Facilities, services and contracts. 

6. Regulations. 
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