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Bill 93 

BILL 93 

1980 

THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION AMENDMENT ACT, 
1980 

(Assented to . /980) 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows: 

The Workers' Compensation Act is amended by this Act. 

2 Section 32( / ) and (2) is repealed and thefollowil1f? is sllbstitllted: 

32( I) If the only dependants are persons other than those men
tioned in section 30, 37( I) or 39, the compensation payable as 
the result of an accident occurring on or after January I, 1981, 
shall be a sum to be determined by the Board as reasonable and 
proportionate to the pecuniary loss to those dependants occa
sioned by the death of the worker, but not so as in any case to 
make the total compensation exceed the amounts set out in section 
47(1 ). 

(2) On and after January I, 1981, a dependant, other than a 
person mentioned in section 30, 37( I) or 39, receiving compen
sation under this Act or any predecessor of this Act in respect 
of the death of a worker. if the date of the award under or because 
of which the compensation is payable, or of the accident that 
occasioned the award, is prior to January I, 1981, may be granted 
an additional payment of compensation to be determined by the 
Board as reasonable and proportionate to the pecuniary loss to 
that dependant occasioned by the death of the worker. but not 
so as in any case to make the total compensation exceed the 
amounts set out in section 47( I ). 

3 Section 37 is amended 

(a) ill sllhsection (2./) 

1 



Explanatory Notes 

1 This Bill will amend chapter 87 of the Statutes of Alberta. 1973. 

2 Section 32 presently reads in part: 

32( 1) Where the only dependants are persons other than those lI1en
tioned in section 30. section 37. subsection (I) or in section 39. the 
compensation payable as the result of' an accident occurring on or a/tf!r 
Jul\' 1. 1979 shall be a sum to be determined by the Board as reasonahlf! 
an(1 proportionate to the pecuniary loss to tho:"e depelldallts occasiolled 
by the death but shall not exceed $1 ()5 per month to a parellt or IJlIrf!lIts 
or $157.50 per month in total paYlllents to all such depf!nd(/nts. 

(2) On and (!/rer July I. 1979. a depelldant. other thall a IJerSOIl 1IIf!1I
tioned in section3(). sectioll37. subsectioll (I) or ill sectioll39. receil'illg 
compensatioll under this Act or allY predecessor of' this Act ill rf!.'/Jl'ct 
oj'the death of' a worker where the date or time of' thf! (/\\'(/rd ullder or 
because (~f' which the compellsatioll is payable, or (~f' the accidellt that 
occasioned the award, is prior to that date, may be gralltf!d all additiollal 
payment (~l compensatioll sldlicif!nt to brillg the monthly IJlIYlllellt to (/11 

amount not exceedillg $105 per mOllth ill the case of'a parf!lIt or parellts 
or $157.50 per mOllth ill total paYlllellts to all such depelldallts. 

3 Section 37 presently rcads in part: 

(2.1) Where {[ worker dies Oil or a/rer Julr I. 1977 as a result of' all 
a('cidemfor which compellsatioll is payable. irrespectil'e or the date or 
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(i) in clause (a) by strikil1[? Ollt "$600" and substituting 
"$1000" ; 

(in in clause (b) by strikin[? Ollt "$600" and substituting 
"$1200" ; 

(iii) by repealil1[? clause (c) and substitutil1[? the fol/owing: 

(c) if the death occurred away from the worker's usual 
place of residence and it seems to the Board that trans
portation of the body is desirable, the necessary expenses 
of transportation, not exceeding $400. 

(b) in subsection (4) by addin[? "or" at the end of clallse (f) 
and by adding the folloH'il1[? qfter clause (I): 

(g) where the accident occurred on or after January I, 1981, 
in the amount of $615 per month. together with an additional 
sum of $126 per month in respect of each child so maintained. 

(c) in subsection (6) by striking out "$50" and substituting 
"$60" . 

4- Section 38 is repealed llnd the j()l/oH'ing is substituted: 

38( I) If a dependent spouse who is receiving or is entitled to 
receIve a pensIon as a result of an accident 

(a) remarries on or after the coming into force of this section. 
or 

(b) ~nters into a common law relationship. whether before 
or atter the coming into force of this section. and cohabits 
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the accident, the following death bene.fits shall be paid: 

(a) the sum (~l $600 to a dependellf widow or widower as a con
tribution to the additional expense occasioned consequellf upon the 
death of tl18 deceased worker: 

(b) the necessary expenses of the burial, cremation or memorial 
service of the worker, not exceeding $600: 

(c) where the death occurred away.li"om the worker's usual place 
(~l residence and it seems to the Board that transportation ol the 
body is desirable, the necessary expenses, not exceeding $200, (~r 

(i) tf(/mporting the body from the place ol death 

and 

(A) to the usual place of residence (~l the I\'orker, or 

(B) !l the usual place of residence is outside Alberta, to 
the boundary of Alberta, 

(ii) transporting the body to and from an embalmer j(Jr the 
purpose of embalming, 

plus any additional amount in respect ql transportation ol the body 
that the Board considers appropriate. 

(4) Where the worker dies as a result (~l an accidellf and le(/\'es no 
dependent widow or widower or the dependellf widow or widower suh
sequent!." dies and any suitable person acts as foster-parellf in keeping 
up a household and maillfaining and taking care ol the children entitled 
to compensation in a manner that the Board considers sati.~Iactory. the 
foster-parent while so acting is entitled to receive compensation 

(f) where the accident occurred on or alier July 1. 1979. in the 
amount (~l $51 0 per month, together with an additional sum ol $1 05 
per month in respect ol each child so maintained. 

(6) Where (J worker leaves no lI'idow or widower or lI'here a survil'ing 
widol-l' or widower subsequently dies or is conllned to a jail. prison or 
institution. the Board may make from time to time such additional pay
ments, not exceeding $50 monthly. to a dependent child wuler the age 
(~lI8 years or to a dependent invalid child as in the discretion or the 
Board appear necessary to adequately maintain and support such child. 

4 Section 38 presently reads in part: 

38( 1) Upon a dependent widow or lI'id(}\\,er remarrying on or alier July 
I, 1979, the Board shal/ 

(a) cease paying to that widoll' or lI'idoll'er periodic 1II11Ounts as 
compensation, and 

(b) pay to that widow or widoll'er (/ lump SUIl1 termination payment 
in the amount (~l $6120. 
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with the common law spouse for a period of at least 

(i) 5 years, if there is no child of the common law re
lationship, or 

(ii) 2 years, if there is a child of the common law rela
tionship. 

and the 5 or 2 year period ends on or after the coming into 
force of th is section, 

the pension shall terminate and a lump sum termination payment 
shall be paid to the dependent spouse in an amount that is equi
valent to pension payments for 36 months at the monthly rate 
payable at the time of remarriage or the end of the 5 or 2 year 
period, as the case may be. 

(2) If. in the case of an accident occurring prior to January I, 
1974, the amount of the termination payment that was authorized 
to be paid to the dependent spouse of the deceased worker at the 
time of the accident is less than the amount of the termination 
payment authorized under subsection ( I ). the difference shall be 
paid to the Accident Fund out of the General Revenue Fund. 

5 Section 3Y( J) is amended by addinK '"or" at the end (~l clause 
(17.3) and by addinK the followinK qfter clause (b.3): 

(b.4) $126 per month, where the death or remarriage occurs on 
or after January I, 1981. 

(j Section 40 is amended 

(a) in suhsection (J) 

(i) hy strikinK out "July I. 1979" and substitutinK "January 
I. 1981"; 

(ii) in clause (a) hy strikinK oW '"$510" and substituting 
"$615" ; 

(iii) in clause (h) hy striking out" 10(/(''' and substituting 
" 2 W/(' " ; 

(h ) in suhsection (2) hy striking oW "$510" and substituting 
"$615" ; 

(c) in sllhsection (4) by striking oW "and" at the end (~lclallSe 
(17.2), hyadding "and" at the end o(clallse (b.3) and b\' adding 
the follml'inK qfter clallse (b.3): . . 
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(2) Where 

(a) a dependent It'idow or widower remarries, 

(b) the amount of termination payment that was autllOri::ed to he 
paid to a dependent widow or lI'idOlI'er at the time o( the accidellt 
to the spouse (~l that widow or widower lI'as less thall the amoullt 
q( the termination paymellt autllOri::ed ullder subsection (I), alld 

(c) the accident occurred prior to Jalluary I, 1974, 

the amount of such d(fj'erellce shall be paid to the Accident Fund out 
(~( the General Revenue Fund. Bill 93 

5 Section 39( I) presently reads in part: 

39( I) Where a dependent widOlI' or widower dies or remarries, the 
Board shall pay compensation at the rate 4 

(b.3) $105 per month, where the death or remarriaRe occurs Oil 
or after July I. 1979. 

6 Section 40 presently reads in part: 

40( I) A dependent widow or widower or af()ster-parellt receil'illg COl/l

pensatioll under this Act ill respect o( all accidellt that occurred OIl or 
after January I. 1974 but prior to July I. 1979 shall he Rrallted (/11 

additional payment ql compellsatioll sl!t/iciellt to ill crease the monthly 
payment to the dependellt widow or widower or to the ./()ster-parellt, as 
the case may be. to the Rreater o( 

(a) $510 per month. or 

(b) the amount o(pensioll that persoll lI'ould othenl'ise receil'e plus 
10% (~( that amount. 

(2) A dependent It'idow or lI'idOll'er orf(JSter-parellt receil'illg COll1pell
.wtion under allY predecessor (~( this Act ill respect (?f' all accidellt that 
occurred prior to Jalluary I, 1974 shall be granted all additiollallwy
ment (~( compensatioll sld/tciellt to ill crease the mOllthly paymellt to the 
dependent widow or widower or to the j()ster-j)arellt, as the case I//ay 
be. to $510 per mOllth. 
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(b.4) $126 per month commencing January I, 1981, 

7 Section 47( 1) is amended 

(a) bv strikin!? out "in industries to which the Act applies at the 
time of the accident" and substitutin!? "at the time of the accident 
from all sources of employment. whether or not in an industry 
to which this Act applies" , 

(b) by addin!? "or" at the end of clause (j) and by addin!? the 
follmvin!? qfier clause (f): 

(g) $22 000 per year, where the accident occurred on or after 
January I, 1981. 

8 Section50(a} is amended by addin!? "or" at the end of subclause 
(\'i) and b.v addin!? the followillR qfter subclause (vi): 

(vii) $615 per month, where the accident occurred on or after 
January I, 1981, 

9 Section 52( 1) is amended by strikinR out' '$150" and substitutin!? 
"$180" . 

10 Section 53 is amended by adding the fo//owinR (~fter subsection 
(/.5 ): 

( I. 6) On and after January I. 1981, an injured person receiving 
compensation for permanent total disability or permanent partial 
disability under this Act or any predecessor of this Act shaH be 
granted an additional payment of compensation sufficient to in
crease the monthly payment to that person to the greater of 

(a) $615. per month in case of permanent total disability or 
a proportionate monthly amount calculated according to the 
percentage of disability assessed in case of permanent partial 
disability, or 

(b~ the amount of pension that person would otherwise re
ceive pursuant to subsection (1.5) plus 20% of that amount. 
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(4) A dependent child receil'ing compellsation ullder this Act or (/11\' 

predecessor to this Act shall be granted an additional payment (~r cOlli
pensatioll st!ijicient to increase the mOllthly payment to the dependent 
child to the sum (~r 

(b.3) $105 per mOllth commencing July I. 1979. 

7 Section 47( I) presently reads in part: 

47( I) Subject to the regulations. the arerage It'eekly earnings or a 
worker for the purposes of this Act shall be computed in such /lUlnner 
as is best calculated to give the rate per week at which the It'orker It'as 
being remunerated in industries to which the Act applies at the time or 
the accident. but not so as ill any case to exceed 

(f) $18 250 per year. where the accident occurred on or after July 
I. 1979. 

8 Section 50(a) presently reads in part: 

50 The amount (~r compensation to which all injured persoll is entitled 
under this Act 

(a) for permanent total disability shall not be less than 

(vi) $510 per month. where the accident occurred on or a/rer 
July I. 1979. 

9 Section 52( I) presently reads: 

52( I) The Board may. on the applicatioll (~ra worker. pay an allowallce 
not exceeding $150 a year for the replacement or repair or clothing 
worn or damaged by reason or the wearing (~r an upper or IOll'er lim" 
prosthesis or appliallce supplied by the Board. 

10 Section 53 presently reads in part: 

(1.5) On and (!iter July 1. 1979. an iI~jured person receiving COlII/'en
sation for permanent towl disability or permanent partial di.w/Jilit\' 
under this Act or any predecessor (~r this Act shall be granted all (/(1-
ditional payment (~r compensation sufl/cie/ll to increase the monthly 
payment to that person to the greater or 

(a) $5/0 per month in case (~r permanent total disability or a pro
portionate monthly amount calculated according to the percentage 
or disability assessed ill case or pemlllnent partial disa/Jility. or 

(b) the amount or pension that person would otherwise re('('/I'e 
pursual1f to subsection (1.4) plus IOCIc or that al/wlI/lf. 
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II The followin8 is added ({tter section 53: 

53.1 (l) Notwithstanding section 53, on and after January I, 
1981, an injured person receiving compensation for 

(a) permanent total disability, or 

(b) permanent partial disability, if the degree of disability 
in aggregate is at least 509c, 

shall, until he reaches the age of 65 years, be granted an additional 
supplement that, together with any other compensation to which 
he is entitled, will provide a monthly amount equal to that which 
would have been payable had the scale of compensation in force 
in 1980 been in effect at the time the accident for which he is 
receiving compensation occurred. 

(2) The amount of a supplement, if any, to which a person is 
entitled under subsection ( I ) shall be considered to be part of the 
compensation he is receiving for the purposes of determining the 
additional payment, if any, to which he is entitled under section 
53( 1.6). 

(3) In respect of an accident occurring prior to January I, 1974, 
the cost of any increases in compensation on or after January I, 
1981 which result from the effect of section 53( 1.6) on the sup
plement referred to in subsection ( I ) of this section shall be paid 
to the Accident Fund out of the General Revenue Fund. 

12 Section 94(2) is amended by strikillg out "July I, 1979" and 
suhstituting "January I, 1981". 

13( I) This Act. except section 4, comes into (orce Oil Jalluary J. 
19~/. . 

(:!) Section 4 comes into force 011 the day upon which this Act is 
assented to. . 
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11 Additional supplement. 

12 Section 94(2) presently reads: 

(2) Claims in respect (~laccidellts occlllTillR IJrior toiul.\' 1.1979 shal/ 
he administered under and ill accordallce lI'ith the 101\' in e.lrect at the 
time the accident occurred. 
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