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1981 

THE APRIL MARIE HARRIS LIMITATION ACT 

(Assented to , 1981) 

WHEREAS April Marie Harris suffers from severe gross motor de
lay, spastic quadriplegia and decreased visual awareness; and 

WHEREAS it is alleged that the condition of April Marie Harris was 
caused through negligence or malpractice by reason of professional 
services rendered by Dr. John Angus Boyd of the City of Edmonton 
and the owners and operators of The General Hospital, Edmonton 
at or about the time of the birth of April Marie Harris on or about 
July 20, 1978; and 

WHEREAS the extent of the condition of April Marie Harris did not 
become apparent until some months after the birth of the infant; and 

WHEREAS the time within which an action may be commenced 
against Dr. John Angus Boyd and the owners and operators of The 
General Hospital has expired pursuant to the provisions of The Lim
itation of Actions Act; and 

WHEREAS a petition has been presented by Merlin Harris, father 
of April Marie Harris praying for an Act enabling him to commence 
an action as her next friend to recover damages notwithstanding the 
expiration of more than one year since the damages were occasioned 
and since the professional services terminated; 

THEREFORE HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows: 

1 Notwithstanding The Limitation of Actions Act, and the fact that 
more than one year has passed since a cause of action arose and 
since the termination of professional services by Dr. John Angus 
Boyd, April Marie Harris, by her next friend, Merlin Harris, m~y 
apply by way of Originating Notice of Motion to the Court of Queen s 
Bench and the Court, having regard to the real question of ~ontro
versy, the very right and justice of the matter and all the Clrcum
stan~es of the case, may in its discretion extend the time allowed by 
sectIOns 55 and 56 of The Limitation of Actions Act, for the ~om
mencement of an action by April Marie Harris by her next fnend, 
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Merlin Harris, against Dr. John Angus Boyd and the owners and 
operators of The General Hospital or either of them. 

2 No such application under section 1 shall be made after the ex
piration of 60 days from the coming into force of this Act. 

3 This Act comes into force on the day upon which· it is assented 
to. 
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