BILL

No. db-of 1910,

An Act respecting Trusney and Compubory Sechool
Attendance.

{Assented to RS RN

I“ I8 MAJESETY, by and with the advice and consent of vhe
Legislative Assembly of the Provinee of Alberta, enacts
as follows:

’y

i. This Act may be cited as “The Truancy Aol?

2, In this Ast .

(o) “Inspector’ shall mean an inspector of schools;

(b) “Principal” shall mean the head teachor of a public,

separste  or  private  school;

() “Hepulations”  shall mesn  regnlations made under

the aathority of the Department of Iduestion;

(oY “Hehwol” shall nwan o public or a separate =ehool
ivate school st whieh instroction s wivesy remne
voin reading, spellivg, wreiling, nglish erature,
Faoglish  grammar, geography, and sl hietie,

#. Fvery child between the ages of eight and thirteen vears
inclusive shall atgend school for the full term during -which
the sehool of the distriet in which he resides is open each vour,
unless “excused for the reasons hereinafter mertioned.

4. A person who has received into his house ansther
chiild under the age of fourteen, who is & residont 5
or is in his eare orlegal castody, shall be subjec? to ¢
duty with respect to the instruction of such ehild durin
residence as a parent, and shall be Hakle to be p
agalnst as in the case of a parent, il he fails o canse sueh ehild
to be instructed as vequired by this Act: bot the duty of the
parent under this Act shall not be thereby affecod or di
ished.

S. A parent, guardian or other person )

Lo any penalty imposed by this Aot in respect «

(i) The child i

elsewhoere; A

(hy The child is unable to atfend school by reason
negs o other unavoidable cause;

under effielent Instraction at

(ey There i no public or separaté school which the child
has the right to attend within two milss, mes
by the nearest highway from sueh child’s regide
if he is under tern vears of age, or within three o
if he is over that age;

{(ey There is not sufficient accommodation in the school
which the child has the right to astend;

(¢) The child has been excused, as hercinaflier provided,
by a justice of the peace, or by the prineipal of the
achool which the child is entitled fo atend; or




o exnri-

(53 The child has passed the public school leavin
nation preseribed bv the Department of Edueation
or has completed a course which gives him an equiva-
lent standing.

6. No child under the age of fourteen vears who has not =
valid excuse under this Act shall be employed by sny person
during school hours while the public school of the district in
which the child resides is in session, and any person who ems-
plovs a child in contravention of this section shall incur o penalty
not exceeding twenty dollars for cach offenee.

(23 Where in the opinion of a justice of the
prineipal of the school attended by any ohild t
such child are requeired in hushandry or in urgent and nece
household  duties, or for the necossary maintenance of
child or of some person dependent upon him, such justics
principal may by certificale sctting forth the veasons thero-
for relicve such child from altending school for any period
not exceeding six weeks during each public sehool torm,

G O Of

3 shall appoint,
control and pay one or more truant officers for the enforce-
went of this Act and potice of such appointment  shall be
forthwith given to the school boards of the ety or tow .

(2y The Minister of  Fducation may from  thoe o tine
appoint or direct the superintemdent of neglected  and  doper-
dent childien 1o point such truant officer or officers as o
be o respuired for the enforeement of  this  Act in district
that are not inchaded within any city or town school district

{3) A truant officer shall for the purposes of this Act he
vested with the powers of a peace officer, and shall have
authority to enter [actories, workshops, stores, shops and all
other places where children may be employed or congregated,
and shall performn such services as may be necessary for the
cnforcement of this Act.

{4y If the council neglects to appolnt a truant ollicer befor:
the let dayv of February in any year the public school boar
of the district i which the city or town is gituated mav appoln
a truant of

7. The municipal council of rvery ¢ity or town

fHeer for the school distriets situated wholly or in
part within the municipality.

(5) The body making the appolntment may make vules
ot inconsistent with the provisions of this Act or the Regu-
lutions, for the direction of the truant officer and the >nforece-
ment of the Act ‘

{65y Notice of every appointment made under this Act shall
be given to the inspector within whose inspectorate the truans
officer has jurisdiction.

(7y Bvery truant officer shall report monthly o the body
appointing him and annually  to the Minister of Edueation
aecording to the fon preseribed by the regulations,

(8) Tvery truani officer shall oxamine into all cases of
truancy within his knowledge or when requested o do so b
an inspector, the superintendent of neglocted and dependent
chilidren for the provinee, or by a school trustee, teacher, other
truant officer or ratepayer, and shall warn the truanis and
their parents or guardians, in writing, of the consequences
of truancy; and shall also notily the parent, guardian or other
person having the charge or control of a child between tne ages
of eight and thirteen vears inclusive not sttending soool as
required by thizs Act to cause the ehild to attend some schoo!
forthwith.




3

8. A parent, guardian or other person having the charge
or control of any child between the ages of eight and thirteen
vears inclusive who, after having been warned as provided
for in the preceding section, neglects or refuses to cause such
child to attend some school, unless such child is excused from
attendance as provided by this Aet, shall incur a penalty. of
not less than five dollars nor more than twenty dollars. .

"(2)-The justice or justices of the.peace trying a complaint
under this section may instead of imposing a penalty require’
a person convicted. of an offence under this section to give
a bond in the penal sum of one hundred dollars, with one or
more sureties to be approved by him or them, conditioned
that the person convicted shall after the expiration of five
days, cause the child to attend some school as required . by
this Act.

9. Every truant officer shall institute, or cause to be insti-
tuted, proceedings against a parent, guardian or other person
having charge or control of a child, or against any other person
violating any of the provisions of this Act.

10. The teacher or the prinecipal of every publie and separate
school shall once in each month of the school year report
to the truant officer of the city, town or distriet in which the
school Is situate the names, ages and residences of all pupils
on the school register who have not attended school as re-
quired by this Act, together with such other information as
the truant officer may require for enforcing the provisions
of this Act.

(2) The teacher or principal, as the case may be, shall also
forthwith report to the truant officer every case of expulsion.

‘11..Every person and -officer charged  with the duty of en-
forcing any provision of this Act who neglects to perform the
duty imposed upon him shall incur a penalty not exceeding
%10 for each offence.

12. The penalties imposed by this Act shall be recoverable
on summary conviction.

13. A conviction or order made in any matter arising under
this Aet shall not be removed, either at the instance of the
Crown or of any private person, into the Supreme Court.

14. Where a person is charged with an offence under this
Act in respect to a child who is alleged to be within the ages
of eight and thirteen vears inclusive and the child appcars
to the court to be within such ages the child shall, for the pur-.
poses of this Act, be deemcd to be within such ages unless the
contrary is proved.

15. Nothing herein shall be held to require the child of
a Roman Catholic who is a separate school supporter to attend
a public school or to require the child of a public school sup-
porter to attend a Roman Catholic separate school.

(2) No penalty shall be imposed in-respect to the absence
of a child from school on a day regarded as a holy day by the
church or religious denomination to which such child belongs.

16. This Act shall come into cffect on January 1st, 1911.
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