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Bill 23 
 

BILL 23 

2026 

JUSTICE STATUTES AMENDMENT 
ACT, 2026 

(Assented to           , 2026) 

HIS MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows: 

Citizen Initiative Act  

Amends SA 2021 cC-13.2 
1(1)  The Citizen Initiative Act is amended by this section. 

NOTE:   1(1)   Amends chapter C-13.2 of the Statutes of 
Alberta, 2021. 

 

(2)  Section 1(1) is amended 

 (a) in clauses (g)(i) and (h)(i) by striking out “section 4(4) or 
9(7)” and substituting “section 1.11(3), 4(4), 9(7) or 
13(2)(b)”; 

 (b) by adding the following after clause (o): 

 (o.1) “scrutineer” means a person appointed as a scrutineer in 
accordance with section 10.1(1); 

NOTE:   (2)   Section 1(1) presently reads in part: 

1(1)  In this Act,  

 (g) “initiative petition period” means the period 
starting on the day on which a notice of initiative 
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petition to be published referred to in section 
3(2)(b) is published and ending 

 (i) on the last day for signing under section 4(4) 
or 9(7), as applicable, or  

 (h) “initiative petition signing period” means the 
period starting on the day on which the initiative 
petition is issued under section 3(3) and ending 

 (i) on the last day for signing under section 4(4) 
or 9(7), as applicable, or 

 

(3)  The following is added after section 1.1: 

Prohibition re notices of intent and termination of process 
1.11(1)  An elector may not submit a notice of intent 

 (a) within the 12-month period immediately preceding the 
date fixed for the next general election under section 
38.1(2) of the Election Act, 

 (b) within the period commencing with the issuance of the 
writs for a general election to be held on a date other 
than the date fixed under section 38.1(2) of the Election 
Act and ending at the end of election day for that 
election, or 

 (c) within the 12-month period immediately following the 
election day of the most recent general election. 

(2)  A notice of intent, application for the issuance of an initiative 
petition or initiative petition signing period that is in progress at 
the commencement of a period referred to in subsection (1)(a) or 
(b) is terminated. 

(3)  When an initiative petition signing period is terminated under 
this section,  

 (a) the initiative petition signing period ends,  

 (b) the initiative petition is unsuccessful, 
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 (c) the initiative petition issued and the signature sheets 
originally provided under section 3(4) may not be used 
for obtaining further signatures, 

 (d) no person shall canvass for further signatures for the 
initiative petition,  

 (e) all signature sheets containing original signatures must 
be returned to the Chief Electoral Officer and all copies 
must be returned to the Chief Electoral Officer or 
destroyed, and 

 (f) the proponent must submit an affidavit to the Chief 
Electoral Officer confirming that all signature sheets 
containing original signatures have been returned and all 
copies have been returned or destroyed. 

(4)  All funds received by a proponent or third party in relation to 
a notice of intent, an application for the issuance of an initiative 
petition or an initiative petition not expended before the notice of 
intent, application for the issuance of an initiative petition or 
initiative petition signing period being terminated under this 
section shall be dealt with in accordance with the regulations, in 
the case of the proponent, or section 43, in the case of a third 
party. 

NOTE:   (3)   Prohibition re notices of intent and termination 
of process. 

 

(4)  Section 4(4) is amended by striking out “section 7(3), 9(4)” 
and substituting “section 1.11(3), 9(7)”. 

NOTE:   (4)   Section 4(4) presently reads: 

(4)  Except as provided under section 7(3), 9(4) or 13(2)(b), 
an individual shall sign a signature sheet only within the 120 
days following the date on which the initiative petition is 
issued by the Chief Electoral Officer. 

 

(5)  Section 6 is amended by adding the following after 
subsection (1): 
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(1.1)  On receiving the records referred to in subsection (1), the 
Chief Electoral Officer shall publish a notice on the Chief 
Electoral Officer’s website indicating that the proponent has 
submitted the records to the Chief Electoral Officer. 

NOTE:   (5)   Section 6 presently reads in part: 

6(1)  On or before the last day of the initiative petition 
signing period, a proponent shall submit to the Chief 
Electoral Officer 

 (a) the initiative petition, 

 (b) all of the signature sheets containing original 
signatures, and 

 (c) an affidavit confirming that all signature sheets 
containing original signatures have been returned 
and all copies will be destroyed in accordance with 
section 13. 

 

(6)  Section 7 is repealed. 

NOTE:   (6)   Section 7 presently reads: 

7(1)  If the writs for a general election are issued during an 
initiative petition signing period, 

 (a) the initiative petition is terminated, except as 
provided in this section,  

 (b) the initiative petition and signature sheets originally 
issued under section 3(4) may not be used for 
further signatures, and 

 (c) no person shall canvass for further signatures for 
the initiative petition, except as provided in this 
section. 

(2)  In order to continue the initiative petition, the proponent 
shall 
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 (a) within 72 hours after the day on which the writs for 
a general election are issued, submit to the Chief 
Electoral Officer 

 (i) the initiative petition and all of the signature 
sheets containing original signatures, and 

 (ii) an affidavit confirming that all signature 
sheets containing original signatures have 
been returned and all copies will be destroyed 
in accordance with section 13, 

  and 

 (b) as soon as practicable and no later than 30 days 
after election day, notify the Chief Electoral Officer 
in the form and manner determined by the Chief 
Electoral Officer that the proponent seeks to 
continue the initiative petition. 

(3)  If satisfied that the proponent has met the requirements 
to continue the initiative, the Chief Electoral Officer shall, 
as soon as practicable, and no later than 60 days after 
election day, continue the petition by  

 (a) publishing on the Chief Electoral Officer’s website 

 (i) a notice that the petition has been continued, 
and 

 (ii) the dates of the extended initiative petition 
signing period,  

  and 

 (b) issuing new signature sheets that are marked as 
being provided under this section. 

(4)  Despite any other provision of this Act,  

 (a) the extended initiative petition signing period 
referred to in subsection (3)(a)(ii) begins on the day 
when the signature sheets are issued under 
subsection (3)(b) and ends the number of days later 
that is equal to the remaining number of days in the 
original initiative petition signing period plus one 
day, and 
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 (b) the following shall be submitted to the Chief 
Electoral Officer no later than the last day of the 
extended initiative petition signing period: 

 (i) all of the signature sheets containing original 
signatures;  

 (ii) an affidavit confirming that all signature 
sheets containing original signatures have 
been returned and all copies will be destroyed 
in accordance with section 13. 

(5)  For the purposes of the Chief Electoral Officer’s 
determination under section 10, the Chief Electoral Officer 
shall consider the signature sheets referred to in subsections 
(2)(a) and (4)(b). 

(6)  If the writs for a general election are issued after the 
signature sheet submission date and before the Chief 
Electoral Officer’s determination under section 10, the 
period under section 10 does not apply and the Chief 
Electoral Officer shall complete the required determinations 
as soon as practicable after the Chief Electoral Officer 
announces the results of the general election.  

 

(7)  Section 10 is repealed and the following is substituted: 

Determination, time limit 
10(1)  Except as provided in section 1.11(3) or 9(7)(c), the Chief 
Electoral Officer shall, within 21 days after the signature sheet 
submission date or the date a proponent submits the signature 
sheets under section 6(1), whichever is earlier, determine whether 
the initiative petition meets the requirements of section 6. 

(2)  Before commencing the determination under subsection (1), 
the Chief Electoral Officer shall notify the proponent and the 
Minister in writing of the dates, times and places where the 
determination process will occur. 

(3)  If there are any changes to the dates, times and places where 
the determination process will occur, the Chief Electoral Officer 
shall notify the proponent and the Minister of those changes. 
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NOTE:   (7)   Section 10 presently reads: 

10   Except as provided in Division 2, the Chief Electoral 
Officer shall, within 21 days after the signature sheet 
submission date, determine whether the initiative petition 
meets the requirements of section 6. 

 

(8)  The following is added after section 10: 

Appointment of scrutineers 
10.1(1)  At any time before the Chief Electoral Officer’s 
determination under section 10 is complete, the proponent and 
the Minister may each, in writing, appoint one or more lawyers 
who are active members, as defined in the Legal Profession Act, 
of The Law Society of Alberta to act as a scrutineer. 

(2)  The proponent or Minister, as the case may be, shall pay the 
cost of a scrutineer in accordance with the regulations, if any. 

Scrutineer rights and functions 
10.2(1)  A scrutineer may, subject to the regulations, 

 (a) be present at a place where the Chief Electoral Officer is 
determining whether an initiative petition meets the 
requirements of section 6, 

 (b) observe the determination process in a manner that does 
not compromise the determination process, including 
observing  

 (i) the determination of whether a signature on the 
initiative petition is witnessed by the individual who 
canvassed the signature in the form and manner 
determined by the Chief Electoral Officer, 

 (ii) the determination of whether the individual who 
canvassed the signature signed the statement referred 
to in section 6(4)(b) on each page of the initiative 
petition that contains signatures witnessed by that 
individual,  
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 (iii) the determination of whether a signature on the 
initiative petition is accompanied by the information 
referred to in section 6(4)(c), and 

 (iv) the application of the random statistical sampling 
method referred to in section 6(5), 

  and 

 (c) record, in writing, any information that in the opinion of 
the scrutineer may be relevant to a judicial review 
relating to this Act.  

(2)  A scrutineer shall produce to the Chief Electoral Officer 
proof of the person’s appointment as a scrutineer, in a form 
acceptable to the Chief Electoral Officer, before being admitted 
to a place where the determination of whether an initiative 
petition meets the requirements of section 6 is occurring. 

(3)  The Chief Electoral Officer shall not permit more than one 
scrutineer each for the proponent or Minister to be present at the 
same time at a place where the determination of whether an 
initiative petition meets the requirements of section 6 is 
occurring. 

(4)  The Chief Electoral Officer may designate where at a place a 
scrutineer may observe the determination process. 

(5)  A scrutineer may perform the functions of a scrutineer at 
more than one place. 

(6)  Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), a person may 
not impede a scrutineer from performing the functions of a 
scrutineer. 

(7)  The proponent may be required to report matters respecting a 
scrutineer to the Chief Electoral Officer in accordance with the 
regulations. 

NOTE:   (8)   Appointment of scrutineers; scrutineer rights 
and functions. 
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(9)  Section 11(1) is amended by renumbering clause (a) as 
clause (a.1) and adding the following before clause (a.1): 

 (a) if the petition is unsuccessful under section 1.11(3)(b), 

NOTE:   (9)   Section 11(1)(a) presently reads: 

11(1)  The Chief Electoral Officer shall publish a notice on 
the Chief Electoral Officer’s website indicating that the 
petition was unsuccessful 

 (a) if the Chief Electoral Officer publishes a notice 
referred to in section 9(3) or (4)(b), or  

 

(10)  Sections 15(4) and (5) and 16(3) and (4) are repealed. 

NOTE:   (10)   Sections 15(4) and (5) and 16(3) and (4) 
presently read: 

15(4)  Subject to subsection (5), a referendum must be held 
on or before the date fixed for the next general election 
under section 38.1 of the Election Act. 

(5)  If the date fixed for the next general election under 
section 38.1 of the Election Act is less than one year after 
the date on which the report recommending the referendum 
is tabled under subsection (2)(b), the referendum must be 
held before the general election following the general 
election referred to in subsection (4).  

16(3)  Subject to subsection (4), a referendum must be held 
on or before the date fixed for the next general election 
under section 38.1 of the Election Act. 

(4)  If the date fixed for the next general election under 
section 38.1 of the Election Act is less than one year after 
the date on which the Minister received a copy of the 
constitutional referendum proposal under section 12(1)(b), 
the referendum must be held before the general election 
following the general election referred to in subsection (3). 
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(11)  Section 17 is amended by adding the following after 
clause (f): 

 (f.1) respecting scrutineers, including the payment and conduct 
of scrutineers and reporting requirements respecting 
scrutineers;  

NOTE:   (11)   Adds regulation-making authority. 

 

(12)  Section 48 is amended  

 (a) by adding the following after subsection (1.1): 

(1.2)  Except as provided in subsection (3), a scrutineer shall 
maintain the confidentiality of all information that comes to 
their knowledge as a result of being a scrutineer. 

 (b) in subsection (2) by adding “or (1.1)” after “subsection 
(1)”; 

 (c) by adding the following after subsection (2): 

(3)  Information to which subsection (1.2) applies may be 
disclosed for the purposes of a judicial review or other 
proceeding relating to this Act. 

NOTE:   (12)   Section 48 presently reads in part: 

(2)  Information, complaints and allegations to which 
subsection (1) applies may be disclosed  

 

(13)  The following is added after section 53:  

Retention of records 
53.1   If the Chief Electoral Officer has determined that an 
initiative petition meets the requirements of section 6, the Chief 
Electoral Officer shall retain all signature sheets containing 
original signatures and all copies of signature sheets in the Chief 
Electoral Officer’s possession for 2 years from the date when the 
signature sheets were submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer. 
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NOTE:   (13)   Retention of records. 

 

(14)  Section 71.1 is amended by adding the following after 
subsection (3): 

(3.1)  Despite anything to the contrary in subsection (4), sections 
1(1)(o.1), 6(1.1), 10, 10.1, 10.2, 17(f.1) and 48(1.2) and (3) shall 
apply in respect of an initiative petition in respect of which 
signature sheets are submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer 
under section 6(1) after the coming into force of this subsection. 

NOTE:   (14)   Adds to transitional provisions. 

 

(15)  This section comes into force on Proclamation. 

NOTE:   (15)   Coming into force. 

Election Finances and Contributions 
Disclosure Act 

Amends RSA 2000 cE-2 
2(1)  The Election Finances and Contributions Disclosure Act 
is amended by this section. 

NOTE:   2(1)   Amends chapter E-2 of the Revised Statutes 
of Alberta 2000. 

 

(2)  Sections 44.8(1)(b), 44.9496(1)(b) and 44.949998(1)(b) are 
amended by striking out “made through electronic media” and 
substituting “made available through electronic media”. 

NOTE:   (2)   Sections 44.8(1)(b), 44.9496(1)(b) and 
44.949998(1)(b) presently read: 

44.8(1)  A third party, or a person acting on a third party’s 
behalf, must ensure that election advertising or political 
advertising sponsored by the third party complies with the 
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following in accordance with the guidelines of the Chief 
Electoral Officer: 

 (b) subject to clause (c), in the case of election 
advertising or political advertising that is broadcast 
or is made through electronic media, the 
information referred to in clause (a) must be stated 
at the beginning of the election advertising or 
political advertising; 

44.9496(1)  A third party, or a person acting on a third 
party’s behalf, must ensure that the Senate election 
advertising sponsored by the third party complies with the 
following in accordance with the guidelines of the Chief 
Electoral Officer: 

 (b) subject to clause (c), in the case of advertising that 
is broadcast or is made through electronic media, 
the information referred to in clause (a) must be 
stated at the beginning of the advertising; 

44.949998(1)  A third party, or a person acting on a third 
party’s behalf, must ensure that the referendum advertising 
sponsored by the third party complies with the following in 
accordance with the guidelines of the Chief Electoral 
Officer: 

 (b) subject to clause (c), in the case of referendum 
advertising that is broadcast or is made through 
electronic media, the information referred to in 
clause (a) must be stated at the beginning of the 
referendum advertising; 

 

(3)  The following is added before Part 6.3: 

Part 6.21 
Deepfakes 

Deepfakes 
44.9499995(1)  In this Part,  

 (a) “deepfake” means a depiction in a video, audio, 
photographic, digital or other medium of a leader of a 
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political party, leadership contestant, Minister, member of 
the Legislative Assembly, candidate, nomination contestant, 
Chief Electoral Officer, Election Commissioner, election 
officer as defined in the Election Act, person who is or was 
employed or engaged by the Office of the Chief Electoral 
Officer to carry out the duties of the Chief Electoral Officer 
or person who is or was employed or engaged by the Office 
of the Election Commissioner to carry out the duties of the 
Election Commissioner that 

 (i) is so realistic that a reasonable person would believe it 
depicts speech or conduct of the depicted person when 
the depicted person did not engage in the speech or 
conduct, and 

 (ii) is created in a manner that substantially depends on 
technological means rather than the ability of another 
person to physically or verbally impersonate the 
depicted person; 

 (b) “depicted person” means the person whose speech or 
conduct is depicted in a deepfake and who did not engage in 
the speech or conduct. 

(2)  Subject to subsection (3), a person or entity must not 

 (a) create a deepfake that, if distributed or published by the 
creator, is likely to mislead electors about speech by or the 
conduct of the depicted person, or 

 (b) distribute or publish a deepfake that is likely to mislead 
electors about speech by or the conduct of the depicted 
person if the person or entity distributing or publishing the 
deepfake has the intent to mislead electors. 

(3)  Subsection (2) does not apply if the depicted person consented 
to the creation, distribution or publication of the deepfake, as the 
case may be. 

(4)  If a deepfake is created, distributed or published in 
contravention of this section, the Chief Electoral Officer may cause 
it to be removed or discontinued, and if the deepfake is displayed 
on a sign, poster or similar medium, neither the Chief Electoral 
Officer nor any person acting under the Chief Electoral Officer’s 
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instructions is liable for trespass or damage resulting from or 
occasioned by the removal. 

NOTE:   (3)   Part 6.21 Deepfakes. 

 

(4)  The following is added after section 44.97: 

Powers re deepfakes 
44.971(1)  In this section, “deepfake” has the same meaning as 
in Part 6.21. 

(2)  If the Election Commissioner has reason to believe that a 
person or entity has contravened section 44.9499995(2), the 
Election Commissioner may issue a written direction to the 
person or entity to stop creating, distributing or publishing a 
deepfake and, if applicable, to destroy the deepfake. 

(3)  The direction must contain the following information: 

 (a) the particulars of the contravention; 

 (b) the actions that must be taken; 

 (c) the deadline for taking the directed actions; 

 (d) that the person or entity may request an extension of the 
deadline for taking the directed actions; 

 (e) that an administrative penalty may be imposed if the 
person or entity fails to comply with the direction; 

 (f) that the matter may be referred to prosecution if the 
person or entity fails to comply with the direction. 

(4)  The Election Commissioner may, on request, grant an 
extension of the deadline for complying with the direction if the 
Election Commissioner determines that the request is reasonable. 

(5)  A person or entity who fails to comply with a direction issued 
under subsection (2) is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine 
not exceeding 



 15 

 (a) $10 000 for each day on which the offence occurs or 
continues, if the offence is committed by a person, and 

 (b) $100 000 for each day on which the offence occurs or 
continues, if the offence is committed by an entity other 
than a person. 

NOTE:   (4)   Powers re deepfakes. 

 

(5)  Section 51.01 is amended 

 (a) in subsection (2) 

 (i) by striking out “or” at the end of clause (c) and 
adding the following after clause (c): 

 (c.1) a person or entity has contravened section 
44.9499995, 

 (c.2) a person or entity has failed to comply with a 
direction issued under section 44.971(2), or 

 (ii) in clause (d) by striking out “clauses (a) to (c)” and 
substituting “clauses (a) to (c.2)”; 

 (b) in subsection (5) by adding the following after clause 
(b): 

 (b.1) in the case of a contravention of section 44.9499995,  

 (i) $10 000 if the contravention is committed by a 
person, and 

 (ii) $100 000 if the contravention is committed by an 
entity other than a person; 

 (b.2) in the case of a contravention referred to in section 
44.971(5), 

 (i) $10 000 for each day on which the contravention 
occurs or continues, if the contravention is 
committed by a person, and 
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 (ii) $100 000 for each day on which the contravention 
occurs or continues, if the contravention is 
committed by an entity other than a person; 

NOTE:   (5)   Section 51.01 presently reads in part: 

(2)  After completing an investigation referred to in section 
44.97, if the Election Commissioner is of the opinion that  

 (c) a person or entity has made an election advertising 
contribution in contravention of section 44.2(1), a 
political advertising contribution in contravention 
of section 44.2(2), a Senate election advertising 
contribution in contravention of section 44.943(1) 
or a referendum advertising contribution in 
contravention of section 44.94995, or 

 (d) a person or entity has contravened a provision of 
this Act, otherwise than as referred to in clauses (a) 
to (c), 

the Election Commissioner may serve on the person or entity 
either a notice of administrative penalty requiring the 
person or entity to pay to the Crown the amount set out in 
the notice, or a letter of reprimand. 

(5)  The amount of an administrative penalty that may be 
imposed under subsection (2) must not exceed 

Public Sector Compensation 
Transparency Act 

Amends SA 2015 cP-40.5 
3(1)  The Public Sector Compensation Transparency Act is 
amended by this section. 

NOTE:   3(1)   Amends chapter P-40.5 of the Statutes of 
Alberta, 2015. 

 

(2)  Section 1(o) is repealed and the following is substituted: 

 (o) “threshold”, except in a regulation made under section 5, 
means 
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 (i) in relation to an employee of the Government of Alberta, 

 (A) for the 2026 calendar year, $130 000 of base salary 
or severance, and 

 (B) for a subsequent calendar year, the amount of base 
salary or severance for the previous calendar year 
adjusted by the year-over-year weighted average 
percentage change in wage settlements for the public 
sector in Alberta for that previous calendar year, as 
published by the Government of Alberta, and 
rounded to the nearest dollar, 

    and 

 (ii) in relation to an employee of a public sector body, 
education body or municipal authority, 

 (A) for the 2026 calendar year, $130 000 of total 
compensation and severance, and 

 (B) for a subsequent calendar year, the amount of total 
compensation and severance for the previous 
calendar year adjusted by the year-over-year 
weighted average percentage change in wage 
settlements for the public sector in Alberta for that 
previous calendar year, as published by the 
Government of Alberta, and rounded to the nearest 
dollar. 

NOTE:   (2)   Section 1(o) presently reads: 

1   In this Act, 

 (o) “threshold”, except in a regulation made under 
section 5, means 

 (i) in relation to an employee of the Government 
of Alberta, 

 (A) for the 2015 calendar year, $104 754 of 
base salary or severance, and 

 (B) for a subsequent calendar year, the 
amount referred to in paragraph (A) 
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adjusted cumulatively from year to year 
by a percentage equal to the increase to 
the Alberta Consumer Price Index, All 
Items, published by Statistics Canada for 
each year; 

   and 

 (ii) in relation to the total compensation and 
severance provided to an employee by a public 
sector body or by an education body or by a 
municipal body, 

 (A) for the 2015 calendar year, $125 000, 
and 

 (B) for a subsequent calendar year, the 
amount referred to in paragraph (A) 
adjusted cumulatively from year to year 
by a percentage equal to the increase to 
the Alberta Consumer Price Index, All 
Items, published by Statistics Canada for 
each year. 

 

(3)  Section 2(3) is repealed. 

NOTE:   (3)   Section 2(3) presently reads: 

(3)  In addition to the disclosure referred to in subsection 
(1), the Minister must disclose the information set out in 
subsections (1)(c) and (2)(h) on or before December 31 in 
each calendar year with respect to the 6-month period 
ending on June 30 of that year. 

 

(4)  Subsection (2) comes into force on January 1, 2027. 

NOTE:   (4)   Coming into force. 
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Recall Act 

Amends SA 2021 cR-5.7 
4(1)  The Recall Act is amended by this section. 

NOTE:   4(1)   Amends chapter R-5.7 of the Statutes of 
Alberta, 2021. 

 

(2)  Section 1(1) is amended by adding the following after 
clause (s): 

 (s.1) “scrutineer” means a person appointed as a scrutineer in 
accordance with section 7.1(1); 

NOTE:   (2)   Adds definition. 

 

(3)  Section 6(1)(c) is repealed and the following is substituted: 

 (c) the recall petition contains, for the petitioner signing the 
recall petition, the information required under section 4(3) 
in the form and manner required by that section. 

NOTE:   (3)   Section 6(1)(c) presently reads: 

6(1)  In carrying out the verification required under section 
8(1), the Chief Electoral Officer shall count a signature on a 
recall petition only if 

 (c) the recall petition contains the information required 
under section 4(3). 

 

(4)  Section 7 is amended  

 (a) by adding the following after subsection (2): 

(2.1)  On the submission of a valid recall petition, the Chief 
Electoral Officer shall publish a notice on the Chief Electoral 
Officer’s website indicating that the applicant has submitted a 
valid recall petition to the Chief Electoral Officer. 
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 (b) by adding the following after subsection (4): 

(5)  Before commencing the verification under section 8(1), the 
Chief Electoral Officer shall notify the applicant and the 
member named in the recall petition in writing of the dates, 
times and places where the verification will occur. 

NOTE:   (4)   Adds obligations on Chief Electoral Officer 
concerning publication and notification. 

 

(5)  The following is added after section 7: 

Appointment of scrutineers 
7.1(1)  At any time before the Chief Electoral Officer’s 
verification under section 8(1) is complete, the applicant and the 
member named in the recall petition may each, in writing, 
appoint one or more lawyers who are active members, as defined 
in the Legal Profession Act, of The Law Society of Alberta to act 
as a scrutineer. 

(2)  The applicant or the member named in the recall petition, as 
the case may be, shall pay the cost of a scrutineer. 

Scrutineer rights and functions 
7.2(1)  A scrutineer may  

 (a) be present at a place where the number of electors who 
have signed a recall petition is being verified,  

 (b) observe the conducting of the verification in a manner 
that does not compromise the conducting of the 
verification, including the verification that 

 (i) a petitioner’s signing of the recall petition is 
witnessed in accordance with section 6(2), 

 (ii) the witness has sworn an affidavit in accordance with 
section 6(2), 

 (iii) the recall petition meets the requirements set out in 
section 6(3), and  
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 (iv) an individual who signed the recall petition has 
provided the information required by section 4(3) in 
the form and manner required by that section, 

  and 

 (c) record, in writing, any information that in the opinion of 
the scrutineer may be relevant to a judicial review. 

(2)  A scrutineer shall produce to the Chief Electoral Officer 
proof of the person’s appointment as a scrutineer, in a form 
acceptable to the Chief Electoral Officer, before being admitted 
to a place where the number of electors who have signed a recall 
petition is being verified. 

(3)  The Chief Electoral Officer shall not permit more than one 
scrutineer each for the applicant or member to be present at the 
same time at a place where the number of electors who have 
signed a recall petition is being verified. 

(4)  The Chief Electoral Officer may designate where at a place a 
scrutineer may observe the conducting of the verification. 

(5)  A scrutineer may perform the functions of a scrutineer at 
more than one place. 

(6)  Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), a person may 
not impede a scrutineer from performing the functions of a 
scrutineer. 

NOTE:   (5)   Appointment of scrutineers; scrutineer rights 
and functions. 

 

(6)  The following is added after section 45: 

Retention of recall petition 
45.1   If a recall vote is ordered, the Chief Electoral Officer shall 
retain the recall petition until the recall vote is concluded and the 
official count and any related judicial recount or appeal is 
concluded. 

NOTE:   (6)   Retention of recall petition. 
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(7)  Section 46 is amended  

 (a) by adding the following after subsection (1): 

(1.1)  Except as provided under this Act, a scrutineer shall 
maintain the confidentiality of all information that comes to 
their knowledge as a result of being a scrutineer. 

 (b) by adding the following after subsection (2): 

(2.1)  Information to which subsection (1.1) applies may be 
disclosed by a scrutineer for the purposes of a judicial review or 
other proceeding relating to this Act. 

NOTE:   (7)   Adds conditions on scrutineer concerning 
information confidentiality and disclosure. 

 

 

 

 

 



RECORD OF DEBATE 

Stage Date Member From To 

Interventions From To 

Stage Date Member From To 

Interventions From To 

Stage Date Member From To 

Interventions From To 

Stage Date Member From To 

Interventions From To 

Stage Date Member From To 

Interventions From To 

Stage Date Member From To 

Interventions From To 

Title: 2026 (31st, 2nd) Bill 23, Justice Statutes Amendment Act, 2026


