
BILL 
No. 69 of 1919. 

An Act respecting the Practice of Chiropractic. 

(Assented to ' 1919.) 

HIS MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 

enacts as follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as "The Chiropractic Act." 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
(a) "Chiropractic" means the system of adjusting the 

articulations of the human spine by a chiropractic thrust 
for the purpose of eliminating causes of disease due to 
impingement of nerves, according to the principles commonly 
adopted in institutions maintained for the purpose of 
instruction in such system; 

(b) " Chiropractor" means one who practises Chiro­
practic as herein defined; 

(c) "Practice" when applied to chiropractic means 
any act or manipulation connected with anatomic spinal 
disrelation or subluxation; 

(d) "Council" means the Council of the Sc)lool of 
Chiropractic as herein established. 

3. Nothing herein contained shall be taken to authorize 
the practice of medicine, surgery, midwifery, osteopathy, 
or homeopathy, save as such practice may be necessarily 
involved in the practice of chiropractic. 

4. The subjects of examination for application for 
registration as herein provided for, shall include anatomy, 
physiology, symptomatology, diagnosis, chiropractic, ortho­
pedy, principles of chiropractic and adjusting, nerve­
tracing, chiropractic philosophy, sanitation and hygiene, 
palpation, and such other subjects as shall from time to 
time be added thereto by amendment to this Act. 

5. All graduates of any chartered school or college of 
chiropractic having a course of at least two years of six 
months or more in each year, or its equivalent, who have, 
for at least two months prior to the passing of this Act, 
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practised chiropractic in the province, are hereby con­
stituted the School of Chiropractic of the Province of Alberta, 
and such graduates and all other persons hereafter registered 
under the provisions of this Act shall be a body corporate 
and shall have perpetual succession and a common seal 
with power to acquire, hold, and dispose of real and chattel 
property for the purposes of the corporation and to sue 
and be sued. 

6. The first council shall be composed of three persons 
to be named by the Lieutenant Governor in Council from 
among such of the practitioners of such sc):10ols as shall 
within the period of thirty days after the passing of this 
Act send written notification to the Department of Educa­
tion of their names, addresses, qualifications, and evidence 
of their having practised chiropractic in the province for 
at least two months prior to the passing of this Act. 

(2) A majority of the council shall be a quorum, and 
any resolution passed by a majority of those present at 
any meeting shall be effective. 

7. Fo~hwith upon their appointment the council shall 
cause to be opened and kept a register in which shall be 
inscribed the names and addresses of all persons eligible 
to membership under the terms hereof in the said school 
who shall apply to be so registered. 

8. The council shall give public notice by advertisement 
in one newspaper in Edmonton, and one newspaper in 
Calgary of the opening of such register and the purpose 
thereof. 

9. The council shall decide upon the eligibility of all 
persons applying to be registered, and shall issue to all 
persons so registered a certificate of registration upon 
payment of such registration fee as shall be fixed by the 
council, but such fee shall not exceed the sum of fifty 
dollars. 

10. The council shall provide by regulation for the hold­
ing within one year of their appointment, of an election of 
the members of the council by the persons who shall so 
register; and for the number and term of office of such 
members so to be elected; and such council when elected 
(and the first council until such council shall be elected) 
shall have the following powers and be charged with the 
following duties, namely: 

(a) The designation of the officers of the corporation, 
the fixing of their remuneration and the defining 
of their several duties; 
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(b) The regulation of the meetings of the council, 
including the constitution of a quorum and the 
number, time and place of such meetings; 

(c) The regulation of and provision for elections of 
the council, including the power to provide for 
the holding of office on the council for any period 
up to three years by certai;n of the members thereof, 
provided, however, that one or more members of 
the council shall be elected each year; 

(d) The keeping of the register of practitioners of 
chiropractic in the province; the issue of certi­
ficates of registration, which certificates may 
be under the seal of the school; and the fixing of 
the fee for registration subject to the limitation 
thereof hereinbefore provided; 

(e) The investigation of all matters concerning the 
corporation, or affecting its interest, or concern­
ing the practice of chiropractic by the members 
thereof or others with power to examine witnesses 
under oath for the purpose of any such investi­
gation; 

(f) Provide for the examination of. applicants for 
registration and the form and manner of appli­
cations; 

(g) Provide for courses of study and instruction for 
students of chiropractic, their registration as 
students and the fees payable by them, and for 
the examinations of such students and their 
registration as fully qualified practitioners after they 
have passed the examination tests and served the 
necessary time according to the regulations of the 
council, provided that the fees payable by a student 
shall not exceed in any one year the sum of twenty­
five dollars; 

(h) Provide for the revocation of any registration 
made under this Act; 

( i) Provide for the holding of meetings of the members 
of the corporation and prescribe regulations govern­
ing such meetings; 

(j) Fill any vacancies occuring in the membership of 
t.he council~ 
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pr<n-inces of Canada,. or from ~tber countnes or 
states having educatronal reqm:rements at lea.~ 
equal to those provided for by this Act; 

(l) Generally to do all such acts and have all such 
powers as shall be necessary for the proper per-
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formance of their duties and for the enforcement 
of the provisio"QS of this Act. 

11. Every person registered under the provisions of this 
Act shall be entitled to practise chiropractic in the province 
and to demand and recover in the courts thereof reasonable 
charges for his or her services. 

12. No person unless registered pursuant to the provisions 
hereof, and whose registration has not been revoked;. shall 
practise chiropractic in the province; and any person 
who·shall so practise chiropractic without being. so registered 
shan· be liable on. summary conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding· one hundred· dollars; one half of which shall be 
remitted to tlie corporation. 

Provided tliat nothing in this Act contained shall be 
taken to prevent any duly qualified medical practitioner, 
surgeon, osteopath, homeopath, or midwife, from using 
the same or similar methods ih the practice of his or her 
profession as are used by chiropractors. 

13. Any person who pretends to be a chiropractor with­
out being registered under the provisions of this Act shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
fifty dollars. 

-14. Every prosecution under this Act shall be commenced 
within three months from the date of the alleged offence. 

'15. No civil action shall be commenced against any duly 
registered chiropractor under this Act after one year from 
the date ori which the cause of action arose for any act 
done as chiropractor. 

16. Any Act or Ordina.nce, or part thereof, conflicting 
with the provisions hereof is hereby repealed. 
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