Bill No. 48 of 1933.

A BILL TO AMEND THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ACT,
1923.

NOTE.

The purpose of this Bill is to give the Board of Public
Utility Commissioners the power to make inquiries into
matters relating to the production, handling and distribu-
tion of milk, if it appears to the Board that the milk supply
in any part of the Province is likely to be interrupted or
impaired in quality to any extent affecting the public health
or convenience, it may make regulations and particularly
prescribe the area or areas affected by any regulation; pro-
vide for the supervision of the production and sale of milk
and all operations incidental thereto; license milk dealers;
regulate the production, reception, handling, storing and
delivering of milk; classify milk producers, distributors and
dealers; and establish schedules of prices.

Section 4 of the Bill empowers the Lieutenant Governor
in Council to make the above provisions applicable to the
production, handling, distribution and sale of any food
product.

R. ANDREW SMITH,
Legislative Counsel.

(This note does not form any part of the Bill and is offered
merely as a partial explanation of some of its provisions.)



No. 48 of 1933.
An Act to amend The Public Utilities Act, 1923.
(Assented to , 1983.)

HIS MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta,
enacts as follows:

1. This Act may be cited as “The Public Utilities Act,
1923, Amendment Act, 1933.”

2. The Public Utilities Act, 1923, being chapter 53 of
the Statutes of Alberta, 1923, is hereby amended as to
section 2 thereof by adding at the end of paragraph (h)
thereof the words “and includes any plant, premises, equip-
ment, service or organization for the production, processing,
handling, bottling, distribution, supply, delivery, keeping
for sale or the sale of milk, including products thereof in a
liquid form.”

3. The said Act is further amended by inserting therein,
immediately after section 51 thereof, the following new
section:
“51¢.— (1) The Board shall have jurisdiction upon its
own initiative or upon complaint in writing to inquire into
any matter relating to the production, supply, distribution
or sale of milk.
“(2) If by such inquiry it is found that the milk supply
in any part of the Province is likely to be interrupted or
impaired in quality to an extent affecting the public health
or convenience or that the distribution, sale or disposal is
subject to discriminatory, unfair or unwarranted competi-
tion, the Board shall have power to make regulations and
orders deemed necessary in the public interest, and without
derogating from the generality of the foregoing—
“(a) to prescribe the area or areas, whether bounded
municipally or otherwise, in which any such regu-
lations or orders shall have effect; .

“(b) to supervise the production, furnishing, delivery,
keeping for sale and the sale of milk, within the
area or areas prescribed as aforesaid, including the
licensing, if deemed expedient, of any of the re-
spective classes of persons referred to therein, and
the fixing and collection of a reasonable fee therefor
with power to refuse to license where in its opinion
the public convenience or health so requires;
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“(¢) to require all persons who produce, distribute, keep
for sale or sell milk in any such area to be author-
ized by the Board so to do, and to fix the terms and
conditions upon which such authorization may be
obtained ; )

“(d) to prescribe the terms and conditions upon which
milk may be produced, received, handled, stored,
delivered, kept for sale or sold in any such area;

“(e) to classify milk producers and distributors or other
persons keeping milk for sale or selling milk;

“(f) notwithstanding anything herein contained, to ap-
prove or establish from time to time schedules of
rates at which milk shall be supplied by the respec-
tive classes having regard primarily to the interests
of the public and to the continuity and quality of
supply, and in so proceeding the Board shall not
be bound by any rule of law or public utility prac-
tice to see that any rate of return is provided on
any plant, equipment or investment.”

4. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may by Procla-
mation from time to time declare any plant, premises,
equipment, service or organization for the production, pro-
cessing, handling, bottling, distribution, supply, delivery,
keeping for sale or the sale of any food product or number
of food products specified therein to be a public utility, and
from the date of such proclamation the provisions of section
3 hereof relating to milk shall be deemed to apply to such
public utility as last aforesaid.

5. This Act shall come into force upon a date to be fixed
by Proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor in Council.
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