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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Thursday, February 17, 2000 3:00 p.m.
Date: 00/02/17
THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Order!  All rise, please.

[The Clerk read the Royal Proclamation dated January 26, 2000,
summoning the Members of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta to
convene on this date]

THE CLERK: Please be seated.

[The Sergeant-at-Arms left the Chamber]

THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Order!  Order!  Mr. Speaker.

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, the Speaker, accompanied by
the officers of the Assembly, entered the Chamber and took the
chair]

head:  Prayers
THE SPEAKER: Welcome.  Would you please join me in the
opening day prayer?  Almighty God, author of all wisdom,
knowledge, and understanding, we ask Your guidance in order that
truth and justice may prevail in all of our judgments for the benefit
of all Albertans.  Amen.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would now invite Mr. Paul Lorieau to
lead us in the singing of our national anthem.  Please join us in the
language of your choice.

O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Please be seated.

Entrance of the Lieutenant Governor
[The Premier, the Clerk, and the Sergeant-at-Arms left the Chamber
to attend the Lieutenant Governor]

[The Mace was draped]

THE SPEAKER: Hon. members and ladies and gentlemen, while we
await the arrival of Her Honour, I thought I might take this
opportunity to say a few words relevant to the history and role of the
Office of Lieutenant Governor.  The post of Lieutenant Governor
was established by the British North America Act in March of 1867.
This act united the provinces under a central government with each
province retaining its own Legislature to preside over matters not
under federal jurisdiction.  In Alberta the Office of Lieutenant
Governor came into existence when the federal government created
the province of Alberta from the North-West Territories in 1905.

Since the Statute of Westminster of 1931 Canada has been a
sovereign state but has chosen to remain a member of the
Commonwealth.  Her Majesty the Queen is head of the
Commonwealth.  The Lieutenant Governor is a representative of the
Crown in our province.  Over the years the Lieutenant Governor’s
role has gradually changed and is now focused primarily on her
responsibilities as the sovereign’s representative and chief executive
officer of the province.

One of the most important responsibilities is to ensure that the
province always has a Premier.  If this office becomes vacant
because of death or resignation, it is the Lieutenant Governor’s
responsibility to see that the post is filled.  The Lieutenant Governor
has the same responsibility if the government resigns following a
defeat in the Legislature or an election.  She summons, prorogues,
and dissolves the Legislature and reads the Speech from the Throne
at the opening of each session.

With the advice of the Premier she appoints and swears in
members of the Executive Council, or cabinet, and is guided by their
advice.  The Lieutenant Governor gives royal assent to all measures
and bills passed by the Legislative Assembly except on rare
occasions when reservation is considered necessary.  She also signs
orders in council, proclamations, and many other official documents
before they become law.

The Lieutenant Governor is host to members of the royal family
and heads of state visiting the province.  She is not involved in
political activity, which permits her to represent Alberta at
ceremonial and state occasions, and she is a patron to a wide variety
of activities which contribute to the betterment of the lives of
Albertans of all ages.

The Canadian Crown is a distinctive and essential part of
Canada’s heritage and character and thus a focus for national pride.
It’s an important symbol of unity, serving to bind Canadians together
in their common ideals and aspirations.  It is a visible proof of the
vitality of our traditions.

[The Sergeant-at-Arms knocked on the main doors of the Chamber
three times.  The Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms opened the doors, and
the Sergeant-at-Arms entered]

THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Ladies and gentlemen, all rise,
please.

Mr. Speaker, Her Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor awaits.

THE SPEAKER: Sergeant-at-Arms, admit Her Honour the
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor.

[A fanfare of trumpets sounded]

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, Their Honours the Lieutenant
Governor of Alberta, Lois E. Hole, CM, and Mr. Hole, their party,
the Premier, and the Clerk entered the Chamber.  Her Honour took
her place upon the throne]

head:  Speech from the Throne
HER HONOUR: Pray be seated.

Fellow Albertans, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the Fourth
Session of the 24th Alberta Legislature.  I am honoured to speak to
you today as Alberta’s Lieutenant Governor, a role I accept with
pride and a full appreciation of its time-honoured place in our
cherished democratic system.

As Alberta and Canada welcome the new century, let me begin
with a quotation from the first throne speech of the previous century
and the first-ever presented in Alberta.  It was delivered by
Lieutenant Governor George Hedley Vicars Bulyea on March 15,
1906.

Our thanks are due to Divine Providence for the bountiful harvest
with which we were blessed during the past year.  Insomuch as the
fruits of the soil are at the basis of the material prosperity of any
country, the glorious heritage to which the people of this Province
have been called justifies a boundless confidence in the future.
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With that eloquent endorsement of Alberta’s potential so began
the province’s journey as a partner in Confederation.  Today
Albertans look back with tremendous pride at what they achieved
through the 20th century and look forward with confidence to the
challenges and opportunities of the new century.

We are honoured to have in this Assembly today an Albertan who
was born in the year that first throne speech was delivered.  Mrs.
Mathilda Hirsch of Edmonton, seated with the Premier’s guests, was
born in Wetaskiwin.  And, Mrs. Hirsch, I must say that Wetaskiwin
is a lovely city; I’ve been there many times.  She represents four
generations of Albertans, men and women who weathered the storms
of war and depression to bequeath to us and to our children a
province well poised for growth and prosperity in the coming
century.  We thank Mrs. Hirsch and the many Albertans like her,
some still with us, many not, who worked so hard throughout the
20th century so that the new century could offer such promise.

Also present today are 13 students of the class of 2000 along with
their teacher, Mr. Jeff Larbalestier.  These students, from the
international baccalaureate program at Stratford campus of Jasper
Place high school, will be Alberta’s first graduates of the 21st
century.  They are beginning their journeys to adulthood in our
province.

These students represent the generation that will continue the
work of Mrs. Hirsch in the coming years.  Among them lie the
potential of today and the energies that will fuel tomorrow.  These
young Albertans along with their classmates and peers in high
schools across the province inspire great confidence and hope for
Alberta’s new century.

Finally, I wish to introduce baby Micheal Tustin along with his
parents, Theresa and Dwayne Tustin.  Baby Micheal was born at the
Grey Nuns hospital early on January 1, 2000, and is one of Alberta’s
millennium children.  With baby Micheal and all those born in the
opening months of the new century lies the potential of tomorrow.
Every child born in Alberta is blessed with a birthright of Canadian
citizenship in this province, a birthright of economic opportunity,
personal freedom, clear choices, and safe communities.  They in turn
will grow into adults who will work to ensure that birthright endures
for their children.

As this Legislative Assembly begins its first deliberations of the
new century, the government reaffirms its commitment to
maintaining this birthright for baby Micheal, for the class of 2000,
for Mrs. Hirsch, and for all other citizens in this province who
together turn potential into reality.

This birthright is based on certain values that have distinguished
Alberta within Confederation since the time of Lieutenant Governor
Bulyea.  Albertans are confident, confident in their province, in their
ability to succeed, and in the strength of their province.  Albertans
are entrepreneurial people who believe that citizens should have the
freedom to pursue their goals.  They also value innovation and are
not afraid to take risks or try new ideas if the goal of these actions is
worth while.

Self-reliance is another key value for Albertans.  Albertans accept
personal responsibility for their lives while recognizing that many of
their neighbours sometimes need assistance, which they are happy
to give.  Albertans are also a spiritual people who embrace their faith
with a quiet passion while respecting the faiths of others.
Recognizing that their province is blessed with unmatched natural
beauty, Albertans also place a high value on enjoying and protecting
our natural environment.

It is these values, the values that have shaped almost a century of
Alberta history, that will guide the province through the 21st
century.  It is also these values that shape the principles by which
this government will govern over the next year and beyond.  These

principles are fiscal responsibility, which has become the basis of
Albertans’ confidence in the economy; innovation, which means
making effective change that benefits the province; equity, which
includes fairness for all citizens and respect for diversity of culture,
age, gender, and other characteristics; and balance, especially
balance between revenues and expenditures, saving and spending,
and development and sustainability.

Today this government recommits itself to these principles and
lays out a plan that is based on them.  The plan, like Albertans
themselves, is bold and forward looking.  It respects the values of
Albertans while recognizing that a new century holds new
challenges and therefore requires new ideas to meet those
challenges.

When Lieutenant Governor Bulyea spoke of Alberta’s bountiful
harvest, he spoke primarily of the province’s agricultural strength.
Today Alberta’s harvest spreads beyond our expanse of farmlands.
We reap the harvests of a vibrant energy sector, of an energetic retail
and service sector, of a public service delivering health and
education and other services, of a growing high-tech sector, and of
a bustling international trade sector.

But just as in 1906 the harvest of plenty begins on Alberta farms.
Agriculture will continue to be a cornerstone of our provincial
economy.  While making up 9 percent of Canada’s population,
Alberta accounts for 20 percent of the nation’s primary agricultural
production.  One in every three jobs in Alberta depends on
agriculture, from the farmer in the field to the person working at the
supermarket.

The government recognizes that these are challenging times for
agriculture, that this industry that holds together countless Alberta
communities is at a crossroads.  Some family farms are in jeopardy,
and the ties that bound neighbours together in Lieutenant Governor
Bulyea’s time risk being severed.  Our government will not stand
idly by to let this happen.  The family farm of a century ago is bound
to undergo change, but the agricultural industry will remain vital to
this province’s prosperity.

As a result, the government has begun to develop a plan to ensure
the long-term sustainability of this diverse industry.  The recent
agricultural leaders’ workshop will lead to regional meetings
throughout Alberta in March.  The process will culminate in Ag
Summit 2000, to be held on June 7 and 8.  The government will
continue to provide a responsive safety net package for farmers
facing disaster.  A review of Alberta’s hail and crop insurance
program will also be undertaken, resulting in a restructuring of risk
management programs to better meet the needs of our producers.

We will also continue to work with the federal government to
advance Alberta’s interest in improved trade rules and market access
for the industry.  The focus is on expanding access for value-added
products that use Alberta agricultural products as input.  As Alberta
has many farmers who depend on commodity exports, efforts to
remove barriers and subsidies in the European Union and the United
States will continue to be a priority.

In other areas of economic activity we also commit to maintaining
a plentiful harvest.  This spring the government starts work on
implementing an updated economic strategy for Alberta.  The
strategy will help create an environment in which Albertans can
build on the province’s economic strengths by forging strong links
among economy, innovation, learning, and quality of life.  The
strategy lays out a comprehensive plan for the future that focuses on
competing in the global economy and maximizing the human talent
and ingenuity of all Albertans.

Alberta’s aboriginal peoples are key players in the province’s
economic future.  Following consultation with First Nations and
Metis leaders and organizations, industry, municipalities, and others,
the government will release a new aboriginal policy framework.  The
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framework will guide government in its relations with aboriginal
peoples and create an environment in which aboriginal peoples can
better participate in the Alberta advantage.

In the area of innovation and science the government recognizes
that Alberta can and must be a leader in the areas of information and
communications technology and leading-edge research.  To that end,
this year the government will work with its partners to connect
communities across Alberta with high-speed, high-bandwidth
Internet access.  This will create enormous opportunities for all
Albertans, regardless of where they live, to benefit from distance
learning, electronic commerce, and better access to government
services.

Legislation will be introduced to establish the Alberta heritage
foundation for science and engineering research.  This $500 million
endowment fund will enhance research in the fields of science and
engineering in Alberta and help the province maintain a leadership
role in areas that will play crucial roles in the future of the province.
It will encourage Alberta’s brightest minds to stay here in Alberta
and to recognize that Alberta is the place to be.  For the Alberta of
the 21st century it creates a legacy of excellence.

In addition, over $90 million will be allocated to support research
initiatives in the areas of agriculture, bioscience, health, forestry,
energy, and industry.  From these funds the nationwide brain drain
problem will be addressed by an allocation of approximately $18
million to continue supporting faculty at Alberta universities and
research hospitals and a further $10 million to support the
informatics circle of research excellence, which will attract
communications and technology researchers to Alberta.

Attracting researchers is important to Alberta’s economic success.
Equally important is developing a well-trained and highly educated
workforce right here so that Alberta’s economy can respond
effectively to changing market demand and industry needs.  The
government will continue to create a positive and stable labour
climate that fosters one of the highest productivity rates and most
impressive workplace safety records in Canada.

This government will also continue to help build a strong and
skilled labour force through expanded programs to help youth
entering the workforce get the training they need to find meaningful
employment.  Changes will be introduced to provide more flexibility
in Alberta’s apprenticeship and training system while maintaining
the province’s high industry standards.

Recognizing that a competitive tax regime is essential to
economic growth, the government will continue to reform the
provincial tax system.  In this session legislation will be introduced
to put into law Alberta’s tax reform plan, including a phasing out of
the remaining surtax, the elimination of the eroding effects of
inflation on workers’ salaries, a significant increase in personal
exemptions, the removal of 132,000 Albertans from the provincial
tax roll, and the move to a new 11 percent, single-rate provincial
income tax all by January 1, 2001.

A comprehensive business tax review will be completed in the
coming year.  It will examine how business and corporate taxes can
be reformed to enhance the Alberta advantage.  Whether they be
small family businesses or globally competing corporations, all
forms of enterprise will be included.  We will also conclude the
review of provincial fees and charges and ensure that these fees and
charges are reasonable and reflect the cost of the services provided.

In the area of nonrenewable resources the government will
proceed with the orderly restructuring of the electricity industry.
Deregulation and the introduction of retail choice in 2001 will create
a competitive marketplace for new generation and retail services that
will offer options to consumers and ensure that Albertans continue
to benefit from a reliable power supply.  Our government will work

to ensure Albertans understand their options and rights in this new
electricity marketplace so that they are well equipped to make
informed choices when choices become available.  A regulatory
framework will be developed that focuses on consumer protection
and awareness and a fair marketplace with a high standard of
business conduct.

This year the Energy Statutes Amendment Act, 2000, will be
introduced.  The act will expand the current abandoned well
program.  It will enhance the Energy and Utilities Board’s ability to
manage site abandonment and reclamation in a responsible manner
that ensures safety and protects the environment and the public
purse.

The government is committed to ensuring Alberta’s international
marketing activities are globally competitive, co-ordinated, and
focused on promoting continued economic growth and prosperity.
Therefore, the government is developing an international strategy
focused on building relationships with foreign governments,
removing barriers to trade, and promoting investment, trade, and
tourism in partnership with the private sector.

A significant opportunity to build global relationships will be
Alberta’s participation at the 2000 World Exposition in Hanover,
Germany.  The Alberta government will use the 2000 World Expo
as a high-profile venue from which to launch its longer term
European strategy.  Alberta’s Expo participation will focus on
technology and innovation.

The people of Alberta work hard and with pride to reap the
economic harvests that make Alberta strong.  They know, however,
that economic prosperity is not an end in itself.  Albertans expect
that the results of their commitment will be a good education system,
quality health care, effective social programs, a clean environment,
and safe, strong communities.  The government will take action in
each of these areas over the coming year.

Our government will work to make Alberta’s education system a
leader in Canada.  It will introduce a new $3 million academic
scholarship program that will benefit approximately 3,000 second-
year postsecondary students and reward them for their hard work.
The government will also increase student financial assistance levels
and will continue to improve the student loan application process to
make it easier for students and will work with students to enhance
available information to help in planning for a postsecondary
education.  Our government will also expand the child health benefit
to cover children of low-income postsecondary students.

A key area of emphasis will be on continuing a collaborative,
flexible, and responsive learning system that encourages Albertans
to be lifelong learners.  The Minister of Learning will work with
government’s education partners on school and student improvement
issues such as literacy and class size.  As well, fund-raising in the
primary and secondary school systems will be reviewed to ensure
that students and parents are not fund-raising to meet the basic
educational needs of their schools.

The government will work with institutions on enhancing access
through technology and will work with partners to promote second
language programs to help students participate in the global
economy.

In the area of health and wellness a six-point plan will be
implemented to keep Alberta’s health system sustainable and
effective in the face of mounting pressures.  Alberta will continue to
play a leadership role across Canada in working to strengthen the
system and will renew its pledge to respect the principles of the
Canada Health Act and maintain a single-tier, publicly funded health
system that is accessible to all Albertans on an equitable basis.
Legislation will be introduced to help protect and preserve the
publicly funded health system by putting Alberta’s commitment to
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the principles of the Canada Health Act into provincial law and
enabling health authorities to pursue new, innovative ways of
delivering publicly funded health services.

The government will implement the overall directions for
enhancing continuing care resulting from the long-term care review,
and it will also work with regional boards to follow up on the review
of the persons with developmental disabilities program to strengthen
support for Albertans with developmental disabilities.

Government will continue to focus on maintaining and improving
the health of Albertans through prevention of illness and injury by
expanding screening programs for breast and cervical cancer and by
launching a new three-year immunization plan, and government will
increase access to essential services by increasing frontline staff
levels in the health system and by reducing waiting times for
surgeries and diagnostic procedures.

We know that the harvest of prosperity is not always equally
shared by all members of society.  Therefore, programs to protect
and assist those in need will continue to be a focus in the coming
year.  We will continue to support those who need assistance and
help people ready and able to re-enter the workforce.  The Human
Resources and Employment minister’s Employability Council will
look at ways to ensure that all Albertans have the opportunity to
contribute to the strength of the province.

To address the pressing problem of homelessness, the government
will work with public and private partners to co-ordinate programs
that provide access to affordable housing and shelter for those in
need.

For children the government’s emphasis will be on providing early
support for children and families to promote healthy development.
The government will respond to and act appropriately on
recommendations from the Alberta Children’s Forum and the Task
Force on Children at Risk.  The government will also address issues
and needs of adolescents through the Youth Secretariat.

An external review of the factors leading to rising child welfare
caseloads will be completed.  In addition, the mandate of the office
of the Children’s Advocate will be reviewed to make sure the voices
of vulnerable children and youth are heard.  The government will
continue to back its groundbreaking legislation to protect children
involved in prostitution.

Government continues to focus resources on crime prevention so
that communities in Alberta are safe.  Continued support for
policing, for the active pursuit and prosecution of organized crime,
and for local crime prevention initiatives will help reduce the
provincial rate of adult and youth crime.  The government will
continue to increase the efficiency of Alberta’s courts, using
mediation and other effective dispute resolution measures.  The
government will also review Alberta’s Police Act and continue its
work to improve access to the justice system for Albertans.

An important part of Alberta’s communities is seniors, who today
number about 300,000 and who are a vital part of all Alberta
communities, contributing energy, wisdom, and time to the
development of the province.  The Alberta government will continue
to provide support to seniors who need it.  In the coming year the
government will increase financial support to the Alberta seniors’
benefit program so that cash benefits for clients reflect rising costs.
Additional funding will also be provided for the special-needs
assistance program, a highly successful initiative that has helped
thousands of seniors deal with financial emergencies.  The
government will also complete its study of the impact of the aging
population and will consider recommendations that will strengthen
programs, services, and housing supports for seniors to enable them
to live in security and dignity.

Recognizing the importance of heritage in communities,

legislation will be introduced to return objects of religious
importance to First Nations peoples.  This repatriation legislation
will ensure that First Nations communities have full ownership and
responsibility for these spiritual artifacts.

Effective ties with other orders of government are important to the
province and its communities.  Over the next year we will work with
municipalities across the province to strengthen our partnership with
local governments.  The government will work to improve service
in its approach to provincial/municipal policies and programs and
eliminate unnecessary overlap.

Our government will also work in partnership with other
governments toward common goals.  Alberta will continue to seek
a strong, productive partnership with Ottawa and the provinces to
address issues of national concern effectively.  This partnership is
essential to ensure that initiatives from the two levels of government
complement each other rather than duplicate and that programs are
responsive and accountable to the needs of Albertans and Canadians.

To improve the way government provides services to Albertans
and communities, a wide range of services, products, and
information will be made available through a one-window approach.
This will enable Albertans to get what they need without having to
know from which department to get it.  It will also allow them to
decide how they want to get it, whether over the counter, over the
phone, or over the Internet.

The government will continue with its $900 million, three-year
reinvestment in provincial infrastructure systems, ensuring that the
province’s roads are safe and meeting the needs of Albertans.

Albertans desire a clean, safe natural environment.  The
government will continue to show leadership in preserving and
protecting Alberta’s environment and, with it, Albertans’ health and
quality of life.  The government will build on last year’s
consultations to address issues such as climate change, sustainable
development, protection of endangered species, and parks policy.
Through Climate Change Central the government will work with
industry and communities to continue to develop practical strategies
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

As well, the government will monitor the status of species at risk
in the province and develop management strategies to restore
populations to sustainable levels.  Alberta’s diversity of wildlife and
habitat are parts of a natural heritage that citizens want to protect and
enjoy for the new century and beyond.  The government will
continue to strike a balance between preserving Alberta’s natural
heritage and sustaining its use as a contributor to outdoor recreation,
nature appreciation, and development.

In conclusion, in this first year of the new century Albertans can
expect to be blessed with a harvest as bountiful as that which
ushered in Alberta’s first year as a province in the 20th century.  The
values that characterized Alberta in Lieutenant Governor Bulyea’s
time still shape this province today, and they will continue to mold
the government’s agenda in all of its aspects.

As Alberta begins the 21st century, the government commits itself
to doing all it can to nurture the province’s bountiful harvest of
prosperity, safety, and quality of life.  At the same time, the
government recognizes that Albertans achieve best when
government does not erect barriers to their success.  Therefore, the
government pledges to stay out of people’s lives when intervention
would only be intrusion.

Alberta’s new century begins with a recognition of the importance
of the agricultural industry, a new economic plan, a renewed
commitment to the Canada Health Act and the quality of health care
for all Albertans, a strong and responsive education system, a sound
fiscal plan and a commitment to lower taxes, and a variety of
initiatives to strengthen communities and those who live in them.
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This plan bodes well for Alberta.  It is as bold as Albertans
themselves.  It is rooted in the soil of the province’s rich past and
will be nourished by the promise of the province’s future.

To Mrs. Hirsch, to the class of 2000, to baby Micheal, and to all
Albertans: the government promises to work with all of you to
ensure that in the new century this province continues to write a
history of greatness and a legacy of hope and promise for all of its
citizens.  We trust that our deliberations in this Assembly will
continue to be for the common goal of achieving what is good for
Alberta and that the citizens of this province here today will see fit
to judge their harvest bountiful.

Now I leave you to the business of this session confident that as
elected representatives you will in every way fulfill your
responsibilities to Albertans.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly, I pray
that the blessing of God may rest on your deliberations, just as it did
on Alberta’s first Assembly in March 1906.

God bless Alberta.
God bless Canada.
God save the Queen.

THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: All rise, please.

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, Their Honours, their party, and
the Premier left the Chamber as a fanfare of trumpets sounded]

THE SPEAKER: Please be seated.

[The Mace was uncovered]

THE SPEAKER: Hon. members and ladies and gentlemen, while we
await the return of the Premier to the Chamber, perhaps I might just
make a few comments with respect to some of the traditional
formalities that will occur in the next few minutes.

The first order of business will be the introduction of a bill by the
Premier.  Introduction of a bill asserts the right of the Assembly to
deliberate and pass legislation, thus taking its business into its own
hands.  Introduction of a bill is the first of three reading stages a bill
must pass through before it can become law.  In addition to three
readings, bills are also considered in more detail in a committee
composed of all members.

Following introduction of the bill, I will table a copy of the
Speech from the Throne to form part of the official records of the
Assembly.

A series of motions will then be moved by the Premier and several
ministers of Executive Council.  The first will be a motion by the
Premier that the Speech from the Throne be taken into consideration
next Tuesday.  That debate will be the main item of business for the
consideration of the Assembly for the first week or so of this session.

The Deputy Government House Leader will then move that the
Votes and Proceedings of the Assembly be printed.  This document
forms the official record of the proceedings in the Assembly and
contains a summary of all actions or decisions by this House.

A series of motions will follow sponsored by the Government
House Leader to appoint the Assembly’s seven standing committees
and their membership.

At the conclusion of its business the Government House Leader
will move that the Assembly adjourn until Tuesday afternoon,
Monday being Family Day, which is a statutory holiday in Alberta,
the only province in Canada to celebrate such a special day.

As this is a ceremonial occasion as well, the Speaker will leave the
Chamber in procession through the main doors of the Chamber.  All
members and guests will then exit and proceed down the grand

staircase to be received by Their Honours the Hon. Lois Elsa Hole
and the Hon. Ted Hole, the hon. Premier of the province of Alberta,
and the hon. Mrs. Klein.

[The Premier returned to the Chamber]

head:  Introduction of Bills

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Mr. Premier.

Bill 1
Alberta Heritage Foundation for

Science and Engineering Research Act

MR. KLEIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I beg leave to introduce Bill
1, the Alberta Heritage Foundation for Science and Engineering
Research Act.  This being a money bill, Her Honour the Honourable
the Lieutenant Governor, having been informed of the contents of
this bill, recommends the same to the Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, this bill puts into place a $500 million endowment
to enhance science and engineering research in Alberta.  Hopefully
it will help to keep the brightest and keenest scientific minds right
here in our province.

[Motion carried; Bill 1 read a first time]

head: Tablings
THE SPEAKER: I have the honour to table a copy of the speech
graciously given by Her Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor.

head: Motions
THE SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.

MR. KLEIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I move that the speech of
Her Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor to this
Assembly be taken into consideration Tuesday, February 22.

[Motion carried]

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. HAVELOCK: Yes.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I move that the
Votes and Proceedings of this Assembly be printed after first having
been perused by Mr. Speaker and that he do appoint the printing
thereof and that no person but such as he shall appoint do presume
to print the same.

[Motion carried]

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Government House Leader.

MR. HANCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I move that the select
standing committees for the present session of the Legislative
Assembly be appointed for the following purposes:
(1) Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund,
(2) Law and Regulations,
(3) Legislative Offices,
(4) Private Bills,
(5) Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing,
(6) Public Accounts, and
(7) Public Affairs.

[Motion carried]
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THE SPEAKER: The hon. Government House Leader.

MR. HANCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I seek the Assembly’s
unanimous consent to waive Standing Order 49(1), providing for the
establishment of a striking committee to prepare, recommend, and
report a list of the members, chairmen, and deputy chairmen to
comprise the Assembly’s seven standing committees.

[Unanimous consent granted]

MR. HANCOCK: Mr. Speaker, again I seek the Assembly’s
unanimous consent to waive Standing Order 38(1)(a) in order to
move the motion appointing the chairmen, deputy chairmen, and
members to comprise the Assembly’s seven standing committees.

[Unanimous consent granted]

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Government House Leader.

MR. HANCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I move that the
following members be appointed to the Assembly's seven standing
committees:
(1) Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund: Mr. Trynchy, chairman;

Mr. Doerksen, deputy chairman; Mr. Bonner; Ms Carlson; Mr.
Clegg; Mr. Hierath; Mr. Lougheed; Mr. Shariff; and Mr.
Stevens.

(2) Law and Regulations: Mrs. Tarchuk, chairman; Mr. Doerksen,
deputy chairman; Mr. Amery; Mr. Broda; Mr. Boutilier; Mrs.
Burgener; Mr. Coutts; Mr. Dickson; Mrs. Fritz; Mr. Johnson;
Mrs. Laing; Ms Leibovici; Mr. MacDonald; Mr. Melchin; Ms

Olsen; Mr. Renner; Mr. Severtson; Mrs. Sloan; Mr. Thurber;
Mr. Trynchy; and Mr. Yankowsky.

(3) Legislative Offices: Mr. Langevin, chairman; Mr. Friedel,
deputy chairman; Mr. Dickson; Mr. Ducharme; Mrs. Fritz; Mr.
Hierath; Mr. Jacques; Ms Olsen; and Mrs. O'Neill.

(4) Private Bills: Ms Graham, chairman; Mrs. Burgener, deputy
chairman; Mr. Bonner; Mr. Cao; Mr. Coutts; Mr. Jacques; Ms
Kryczka; Mr. Langevin; Mr. MacDonald; Mr. Magnus; Mr.
Marz; Mr. McFarland; Ms Paul; Mr. Pham; Mr. Renner; Mrs.
Sloan; Mrs. Soetaert; Mr. Strang; Mr. Tannas; Mrs. Tarchuk;
and Mr. Thurber.

(5) Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing: Mr.
Stevens, chairman; Mr. Boutilier, deputy chairman; Mr. Cao;
Mr. Clegg; Mr. Dickson; Mr. Ducharme; Mr. Fischer; Mrs.
Forsyth; Mr. Gibbons; Mrs. Gordon; Mr. Hlady; Mr. Klapstein;
Ms Kryczka; Ms Leibovici; Dr. Massey; Mr. Renner; Mr.
Sapers; Mr. Severtson; Mr. Strang; Mr. Tannas; and Mrs.
Tarchuk.

(6) Public Accounts: Mr. White, chairman; Mr. Shariff, deputy
chairman; Mr. Amery; Ms Blakeman; Mr. Cao; Mrs. Forsyth;
Ms Graham; Mr. Herard; Mr. Johnson; Mr. Klapstein; Ms
Kryczka; Mr. Lougheed; Dr. Nicol; Ms Olsen; Mrs. O'Neill; Dr.
Pannu; and Mr. Yankowsky.

(7) Public Affairs: Mr. Strang, chairman; Mr. Fischer, deputy
chairman; and all members of the Assembly.

[Motion carried]

[At 4:03 p.m. the Assembly adjourned to Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.]


