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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Monday, March 10, 2003
Date: 2003/03/10
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon and welcome. Hon. members, would
you please remain ganding after the prayer for the anging of our
national anthem.

Letuspray. Atthebeginning of thisweek we ask Y ou, Father, to
renew and strengthen in us the awareness of our duty and privilege
as members of this Legislature. We ask You also in Your divine
providenceto bless and protect the Assembly and blessthe province
we areelected to serve. Amen.

Now would you please join in the singing of our national anthem
in the language of your choice. It will beled today by Mr. Paul
Lorieau.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
Truepatriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see theerise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Please be seated.

head: Introduction of Visitors
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Smoky.

Mr. Knight: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Itisapleasurefor metorise
this afternoon and introduce to you and through you two fine
gentlemen from the province of Nova Scotia, who, it should be
noted, had one of the teams in the recent Brier finals. | would like
tointroduce, firstly, Mr. Jim DeWolfe, who was el ected to represent
the people of Pictou East in the province of Nova Scotiain March
1998. Mr. DeWolfeisthe chairman of the Standing Committee on
Resources as well as the vice-chair of Public Accounts. With Mr.
DeWolfe is Mr. Dale Madill, a representative from Nova Scotia’ s
Department of Energy. They are seated in your gallery. | would ask
them to rise, please, and receive the warm welcome of this Assem-
bly.

Mr. Jonson: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to introduce to you and
through you to members of the Assembly His Excellency Sergei
Darkin, governor of Primorskii regionin Russia. Heisaccompanied
today by several members of his government and the Canadian
honorary consul to Russia. Alberta has much in common with the
Primorskii region, which isin the Russian far east. Many Alberta
companies are aready active in Russiaand are interested in explor-
ing new partnershipsin avariety of areas. The governor’'svisitisa
good opportunity to discuss areas of co-operation. | would ask that
our honoured guests please rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Mrs. O’Neill: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's my honour
today to introduce to you and through you to members of this

Assembly Professor Gerald Gall, who is a professor of law at the
University of Alberta and who teaches constitutiond law and civil
liberties. He's the author of The Canadian Legal System, in its
fourth edition. Heisseated in your gallery with hiswife, Karen. He
has recently, in 2002, been appointed an officer of the Order of
Canada, and he is currently the president of the John Humphrey
Centrefor Peaceand Human Rights. | would ask Professor Gall and
his wife, Karen, to please rise and receive the traditiona warm
welcome of this Assembly.

head: Introduction of Guests

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the hon. Premier I'm
pleased to introduce to you and through you to members of the
Assembly nine members of the Public Affairs Bureau who arein the
building today on their public serviceorientation tour. 1'll ask them
tostand as| call their names so you can all recognize these valuable
employees. With ustoday are Cathy Ducharme, Craig Hutscal, Lisa
Gano, Raob Hicks, DonnaMcClelland, Jim Stuart, Marlo Shinyei,
Michelle Lennie, and Gwen Vanderdeen-Paschke. Would you
plesse give them a very, very warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Miniger of Economic Development.

Mr. Norris: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's an absolute
delight to rise on this beautiful Alberta day and introduce through
you and to you in the House 33 of the bes and brightest that
Edmonton-McClung has to offer. The students of Good Shepherd
school are herewiththeir teacher, Mr. Rob Madunicky. I'd ask them
to rise and please receive the very warm welcome of this House.
Welcome to the Legidature.

The Speaker: The hon. Minigter of Sugtainable Resource Devel op-
ment.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to
introduce to you and through you to the Members of the Legidative
Assembly 27 grade 6 gudents from the village of Boyle in the
constituency of Athabasca-Wabasca. They are accompanied by
seven adults, and they’ reeither seated inthe members’ gallery or the
public gallery or both. 1'd like them to rise and receive the tradi-
tional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Learning.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | have two sets of
introductionstoday. Thefirst one: I'mvery pleased to introduce to
you and through you to the Legislative Assembly Dan MacL ennan,
president of AUPE, and union representative Steve Nimchuk. They
have with them Terry Luhoway from NAIT; Jerry Nolan from
Athabasca University in Athabasca; Bonnie Nahornick from
Athabasca University in Calgary; Ron Whan from Lethbridge
Community College; Lisa Daniels from the Alberta Vocationa
Centre, Lac LaBiche; Nancy Ritchiefrom theUniversity of Cal gary;
Dan Tilleman from the University of Calgary; Rod Fdand from
NAIT. They represent the education sector subcommittee within
AUPE, and | would ask them all to rise and receve the warm
welcome of the Legidative Assembly.

My second introduction, Mr. Speaker, is someone who is no
stranger to many of the people in this Assembly. 1'd like to intro-
duce to you and through you to the Legidative Assembly Doug
MacRae, who is the new executive director of the Alberta Associa-
tion of Collegesand Technical Institutes, and | would add that he is
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doing an excellent job in bringing the colleges and technical
ingtitutes together. | would ask you to rise and receive the wam
welcome of the Legidative Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac LaBiche-St. Paull.

Mr. Danyluk: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’m pleased to
rise and introduce to you and through you to the Assembly two
consgtituents of Lac La Biche-St. Paul. Wayne and Karon Hanson
moved to Elk Point in 1980 when Wayne accepted a transfer with
the AlbertaTreasury Branches to open and manage the new branch.
Karon was employed with Elk Point Gas, Ltd. in theadminigration
department. Wayne worked for the Treasury Branches at |ocations
throughout the province for 20 years. They are both happily
enjoying retirement and are the proud parents of Danny, who is a
researcher for the government caucus.

Wayne and Karon are visiting the Legidature for the first time
today, Mr. Speaker, and are seated in the public galery. 1'd ask
them to rise and receive the warm wel come of the Assembly.

1:40
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Mr. Hutton: Thank you very much Mr. Spesker. It's a great
pleasurefor metoday to stand and introduceto you and through you
to members of this Assembly two very special Edmontonians, Joan
and Cam Tait. CamTaitis anationdly renowned journalist, whom
| will recognize after quegtion period. With Camishislovely wife,
Joan, who is alongtime resident of Edmonton and a champion of
many worthy causes. Thisis her first visit to the Assembly, and |
would ask Joan to pleaserise and receivethe warm wd come of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t'smy pleasuretointroduce
to you and through you to members of the Assembly 36 students
from Tipaskan school in Edmonton-Mill Woods and their teach-
ers/leaders Mrs. Norma Nay and Mrs Gerry O'Riordan. | had the
pleasure of reading to these youngsters during Read-in Week.
They'reexcellent listeners, particularly if youscarethedaylightsout
of them with master authors like Edgar Allan Poe. They'rein the
public gallery, and with your permission I’d ask them to stand and
receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

head: Oral Question Period
Energy Prices

Dr. Nicol: My first question is to the Minister of Environment.
Sincethisgovernment won’t of fer Albertansnatural gasrebates, will
this minister consider the Alberta Liberal plan for arevolving fund
that would provide consumers with low-interest |oans to make their
homes more efficient as a means to reduce heating costs?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. From our perspective and
frommy perspectiveit isnot agovernment’ sposition to beinvolving
loans to anybody, revolving loans or not, by providing loans. In
fact, | believe that would go against the Financial Administration
Act. TheMinister of Finance could comment on that. But | would
like to say that we are working and we have funded an energy
efficiency office called Energy Solutionsat Climate Change Central.

They will have their own board of directors, and one of the things
their board of directorswill bediscussingisprogramsthat they could
do like that in partnership with the private sector.

Dr. Nicol: My second question is to the minister of human re-
sources.  Since this government won't offer Albertans natural gas
rebates, will thisminister increase AISH and SFI ratesin the winter
monthsto cover the additional cost of living caused by high home
heating bills?

Mr. Dunford: Mr. Speaker, | think that our ministry hasbeen trying
to respond as best we can to some of the issuesthat some Albertans
arefaced with. We're open, we're accountable, and we stand ready
to try to do the best tha we can.

Dr. Nicol: To the Minister of Energy: since this government won't
offer Albertans natural gas rebates, will this government adopt the
AlbertaLiberal plan for low-cost power to ensure that power bills
don’t spike when home heating bills spike?

Mr. Smith: Mr. Speaker, this government does have in place the
natural gas price protection plan, that will kick in when the average
annual pricereaches $5.50 agigajoule. That priceis5 percent lower
than what it wasin 2001 when rebateswereissued, and in fact it was
appropriateat thetime, in 2001. Policy was made; alaw was struck.
We'reobligated to stick to that law, and we are holding to the letter
of thelaw. Itisimportantto note that there continue to be programs
available to seniors and those families in need that do need them
when they do need them.

As to the question would we implement the Liberal program to
spend $3 billion to effect $1 billion worth of savings, the mathemat-
icswould tell meno.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Nicol: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It'sabillion dollars ayear, for
the miniger’s information.

My second quegtion. Many Albertans can no longer afford to pay
their skyrocketing home heating bills. Charities, schools, low-
income Albertans, severely disabled Albertans, and seniors are just
afew of the groupsthat are struggling to make ends meet when faced
with high utility bills, yet the assistance offered by this government
targetsonly afraction of those groups. To the Premier: where can
the thousands upon thousands of Albertanswho cannot afford to pay
their high utility bills and aren’t eligible for the government’s
onetime assistance program get the help for high utility bills, asthis
government promised themin the last election?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, asthehon. leader of the Liberal opposition
knows full well, we have arebate program. To say that werefuseto
give rebates is absolutely false. The rebate program kicks in when
the average price over one year reaches $5.50 a gigajoule. That is
the rebate program. That was well publicized last August. There
was a press release, there was information put on the Internet, and
Albertans certainly were given the opportunity to know &bout the
rebate program and the regulations attached to that program.

There are programs in place, asthe hon. member noted, to help
low-income Albertansand to help seniors. When therebate program
kicks in, or if it kicks in, then al Albertans regardliess of their
financial situation will be eligible for rebates.

Dr. Nicol: Again to the Premier: where can Edmonton’ sFood Bank
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get the help to cover the $3,000 increase in their February utility bill
so that they don’t have to cut back on thefood they make available
to low-income Albertans?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, it istough. Itistough, indeed, and thishas
been an extraordinarily cold March. The demand for gas certainly
throughout North Americaand probably worldwideisat an al-time
high athough not ashigh asit was two yearsago. What | would say
to the Food Bank isthat when the rebate program kicks in, they will
be entitled to arebate.

I’d like to point out — and | know that misery does not enjoy
company and it's hard on everyone — that the fact isthat thisisone
of the only jurisdictions that | know of in North America with a
rebate program of any kind. People living in the northermn part of
North America are all going through the same thing. People are
paying extraordinarily high gaspricesinall the provinces of Canada
and in all the northern gates of the United States, Mr. Speaker, and
insofar as | know, thisisthe only jurisdiction that has put in place a
rebate protection program. All the other jurisdictions have to deal
with it with no hope of any rebaes whatsoever.

Dr. Nicol: It's only good if you use it, Mr. Speaker.

Where can the tenants across the province who are fecing rent
increases to cover their high utility costs find the help that this
government promised themin the last election?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, what we promised during the last election
was exactly what we have delivered, and that is asustainablerebate
program based on an average price. It is not an ad hoc program,;
that’s what we wanted to get away from. Indeed, tha’s what the
Liberals suggested at that particular time, that we get rid of ad hoc-
ism and establish a program that would provide somecertainty, and
that’ s exactly what we did.

As | said previoudy, it's hard on everyone; | know. It's an
extremely cold March. As| pointed out previously, thisisthe only
jurisdiction that | know of that has any kind of arebate program
whatsoever. So food banks and charitable organizations and
institutions in other jurisdictions have to deal with the problemthe
same as Albertans have to deal with the problem, but in those other
jurisdictionsthere is no hope of arebate program.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

1:50 Energy Marketing

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thisgovernment’scold
answer to high energy prices and low temperatures isto turn down
the thermostat and put on a sweater. In fact, | suspect that the next
timethereisan annual tel evison address, the Premier will look quite
a bit like Perry Como. My first question is to the Minister of
Government Services. Areall natural gas and dectricity marketers
who advertise for business in Alberta required to have alicence?

Mr. Coutts: Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you. To the Minister of Energy: since
Direct Energy is not listed as a registered retailer, according to the
Department of Energy’s web site, why is Direct Energy allowed to
advertise that they are open for business when they do not have a
licence?

Mr. Smith: Mr. Speaker, if you weretolook at Direct Energy’ sweb
site, there' s actually quite ahumourous ad on there, and it depictsa
gentleman with nose hairs torn out of his nose In the right-hand
columnisapicture of anose hair clipper, and under it it says: “Have
you rushed in to make afoolish purchase? Just wait. Direct Energy
is coming.”

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you. Agan, my final question is to the
Minister of Government Services. Why isthisgovernment allowing
Direct Energy to operateoutsidethelaw when retailers’ licences are
designed to protect consumers? Whereis the consumer protection
in this?

Mr. Coutts: Mr. Speaker, | am very confident, our department
having had discussionswith Direct Energy, that they know therules,
and when the deal is done between them purchasing the retail sales
of ATCO, they will definitely belicensed marketersin this province.
We'll be there to makesure. But you know what? We re not going
to presuppose anything here, because we have to make sure that the
deal isdone between ATCO and Direct. That’ show responsiblewe
act on this side of the House.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party.

Education Funding

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This Thursday at 7 p.m. atthe
downtown campus of Grant MacEwan College the New Democrat
caucus is hosting a town hall meeting on the crisis in public
education. Thiscrisisisadirect result of this government’srefusal
to properly fund schools. More information on our town hall
meetingisavailable at www.newdemocrats.ab.ca. My questionsare
to the Minister of Learning. Will the minister encourage the
Edmonton Tory caucus on behalf of this government to attend this
meeting to hear firsthand the concerns of parents, teachers, and
school boards about the funding crisisin our schools?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you
very much for giving me this opportunity to speak about the
tremendous job that the Edmonton caucus has donein going out to
numerous panel discussions, in going out and talking to the public.
| understand that the hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs
about two weeks ago went to the Alberta Teachers' Association
convention. The hon. Member for St. Albert had a panel discussion
on CBC, which | really, redly commend her for. The hon. Member
for Edmonton-Mill Creek just yeserday went to a panel discussion.
So | think that the Edmonton caucus is going above and beyond the
call of duty to hear what the publicissaying. I'll leaveit up to them.
If any of them want to attend a New Democrat meeting, it's up to
them.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question to the same
minister: would the minister himself care to come and attend this
forum and listen to the concerns of parents, teachers, and school
boards about the crisis that his own policies have created in their
schools?
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Dr. Oberg: Well, Mr. Speaker, | believe that back in university the
veryfirsttimethat | voted | voted for theNDs. Indl fairness, | saw
the light after that, and since that time | have not joined the ND
Party, and | will not be voting for them.

Dr. Pannu: My second supplementary to the Mini ster of Learning,
Mr. Speaker: why does the minister refuse to meet face-to-facewith
education stakeholders in a public town hdl meeting to defend his
government’ s education funding policies? What is he afraid of?

Dr. Oberg: Well, Mr. Speaker, to let the hon. member know, this
morning I met with the Edmonton Catholic school board, where we
heard alot of very good issues about what was going on in educa-
tion. It wasan excdlent meeting with the Edmonton caucus of this
government; it was exceptional. | meet al the timein public. |
believe thelast timel metin publicwaswith Chinook’ sEdge school
district, which wasaweek ago Friday. So each and every day | meet
with groups of people, and | will continue to meet with groups of
people, hear what their ideas are, hear what is going onin education
from their point of view.

On Thursday night, Mr. Spesker, | was dtending a mentoring
program for the Calgary Educational Partnership Foundation, and
that evening | spent probably two, two and ahalf hoursspeaking to
aprincipal from Banff as well as aperson who was in the Calgary
board of education. So | am absolutely hearing what is going on out
there.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Buffdo, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Police Services

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Solicitor Genera’s
office is responsible for adequate and gppropriate policing in
Alberta. Municipalitiesinject morethan half abillion dollarsayear
into policing in Alberta with the Solicitor General providing
approximately $110 million for rural contract policing. Thetown of
Coaldale and the Coaldale Police Service are presently examining
the opportunity to integrate services with the Lethbridge Police
Service into a regiona modd, which could eliminate the rura
RCMP contract. The town of Sundre and other municipalities are
also exploring alternative solutions My quegtion isto the Solicitor
Generd. If two or three municipalities decide to amagamate or
integratepoliceservices, likemany municipalitieshave amal gamated
inAlberta, wouldthe Solicitor General’ sdepartmenttransfer funding
to municipalitieswhen the rurad RCM P, whom the Solicitor General
presently provides funding for, would not be required?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Under the Alberta Police
Act municipditieswith 2,500 or morepeopl earerequired to provide
their own policing. Thesepolicing optionsare outlined inthe Police
Act, and they include establishing a municipd police service,
contracting with Alberta, contracting with Canada, entering into an
agreement with a council or another municipality, or establishing a
regional police service. Themoney that may befreed up under the
provincial policing agreement is reallocated to other communities
served by the provindal policing agreement.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental

questionisalsoto the Solicitor General. Will theSolicitor General’s
department assist or meet with Coddale and Lethbridge in their
discussions, as the rura RCMP contracts geographically located
between Coaldale and L ethbridge may not be required, and would
that funding from her office be provided to those municipalities?

Mrs. Forsyth: Mr. Speaker, | can tell the hon. member that | and
officials from my ministry have been in discussions with Coaldale
and Lethbridge. Coaldal e currently hasitsown police force, but the
town isreviewing thisto seewhether thisisthe best option for them
or whether another option, as | mentioned in my earlier response,
would be better. At this point Coaldale has not made a decision
about which option it wants to pursue. Whatever option they
choose, they have the respongbility under the Police Act to ensure
that adequate and effective policing isprovided. I’ mwaiting to hear
from the municipalities about what direction they choose to go.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final supplemental
question is to the Minister of Municipa Affairs. Do you and your
department encourage or discourage municipalities to look at
regionalized municipal services sharing infrastructure between
themselves?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Boutilier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The short answer is an
unequivocal yes. Any timewe' reableto takeadollar, haveregional
partnershipswith neighbouring municipdities, and stretch it into a
dollar fifty for tax value, | think that’sveryimportant. Thispast year
intermsof restructuring and regional partnershipswe spent over $4
million helping municipalities if that was what local municipalities
werelooking for based on their municipal leadership. | want to say
that they’re coming together, that they’re working together and,
basical ly, taking aregional partnershipand stretching that dollar into
perhaps$2. That’sgood, | think,inany municipality within Alberta.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview, followed
by the hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

2:00 Asbestos in the Foothills Hospital

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. According to government
documents, about 30 Al bertansdi e of ashestos-rel ated di seasesevery
year, making it the number one cause of occupation-related fatal
diseases accepted by the WCB. For years there have been concerns
regardingasbestosexposureat the Foothillshospital inCalgary, with
no satisfactory response from this government. This is the second
serious issue of asbestos contamination at a health fecility in the
Calgary health region to be made public in recent months To the
Minister of Human Resources and Employment: given that Alberta
Environment istaking the city of Edmonton to court over therelease
of just a few drops of PCBs, is occupational health and safety
considering charges against the Calgary health region for years of
asbestos problems at the Foothills?

Mr. Dunford: Well, I'm not sure at this point, Mr. Speaker. I'll
have to check on that. My understanding of the situation is that
they’ve found that the Calgary health region isin compliance, that
the asbestosin the particular fecility that we re talking about hereis
in place, and as such there is no hedth hazard that I’ ve been made
awareof at thispoint.
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Dr. Taft: Interesting response, Mr. Speaker.

Giventhat the Cdgary health regionispublicly claimingthat there
isno risk to gaff or patients, and so istheminister, then why did his
own department find it necessary to recently issue a compliance
order concerning ashestos against the Cadgary health region?

Mr. Dunford: There might be a number of issues that are related
here, Mr. Spesker.

An Hon. Member: Or unrelated.

Mr. Dunford: Yes. That'strue or unrelated.

As | indicated in my first answer, | think — perhgps he wasn’'t
listening — you know, certainly I'd get a briefing from the depart-
ment, and then we can perhaps get further through this particular
situation.

Dr. Taft: I'd have thought that he’d have been briefed since it’'s
been all over the media.

To the same minister: why were incidents of asbestos exposure
allowed to continually occur at the Foothills hospital for yearsand
years and possibly decades without proper action?

Mr. Dunford: Well, | think he’s done pretty well for a question
today. He'smanaged to stretchit into, you know, three issuesin an
attempt to get me to respond to basically the same question, and the
answer remains the same.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Food Establishment Permit Fees

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Lag fall the food
regulation was amended to allow regional hedlth authorities to
collect fees for food establishment permits. Since then, in
Whitecourt-Ste. Anne the RHAs have abused this privilege, and it
impacts my hotel/motd industry, retal establishments and many
other businesses. For example, my liquor sore owners are being
ordered by the authorities to pay a $100 levy because they sdl pop
or chipsat their busnesses. My quegionistotheMinister of Health
and Wellness. Why would you allow the RHAs to go ahead with
this cash grab?

Mr. Mar: Mr. Speaker, the issueof being able to generatefunds on
thepart of aregional health authority wasactudly arecommendation
set out in the Premier' s Advisory Council on Health. It wasone of
the recommendationsthat we did accept.

| should say that with respect to the regulation surrounding food
permits, the regul ation was requested by theregional health authori-
tiesin order to help generate revenue. The principle of that regula-
tion makes perfectly good sense, and that is tha there should be
some ability to recover the costs associated with food safety
programs, which regional health authorities areresponsible for. Of
course, the food industry isgrowing rapidly, and there needed to be
some way of collecting some of the costs associated with that
program.

| should say, Mr. Speaker, that one of the things that is contained
in the regulations is that regional health authorities do have the
ability to waive the fees in circumstances where they see that it is
appropriate, so | would expect that in circumstanceswhereit would
make sense, perhaps with a not-for-profit agency, regional health
authorities do have and should usein some circumstancesthe ability
to waive those fees.

Mr. VanderBurg: Mr. Speaker, again to the same miniger. |
understand the answer, but we do have small businesses that need
protecting. What will you do to protect these small businesses from
paying this permit fee, and when can | expect you to act on this?

Mr. Mar: Well, Mr. Speaker, we have heard . . . [interjections]
The Speaker: The hon. minister hasthe floor.

Mr. Mar: We have heard some concerns expressed by Albertans
regarding the way that the regulations are being gpplied by the
regional health authorities, so the Department of Health and
Wellness is currently conducting a review of this regulation in
consultation with all stakeholders, including the regional health
authorities themselves.

Weareproposing some modifications, Mr. Speaker. For example,
asl indicated, charitable and not-for-profit organizations, stores that
are salling prepackaged food such as chips and gumwill not need to
pay for apermit. Licensed liquor stores and nonfood establishments
that perhaps have coffeeand doughnutsavailablefor their customers
likewise would not require afood permit.

Mr. Speaker, this consultation process is under way right now.
My expectaion is that it will be completed with a response to the
consultation by this fall.

The Speaker: The hon. member?
Mr. VanderBurg: I'm satisfied. Thanks.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods,
followed by the hon. Member for Wainwright.

Legal Representation for Children in Care

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Providing protection and
legal representation for children who have been abused while in
custody of the province is a requirement of Canada's national
guidelines on foster care. The Alberta government often fails to
meet these guidelines. My questions are to the Miniger of Chil-
dren’sServices. Why do ministry lawyersopenly admit that no one
inthe government will providelegal representation for children who
have been abused while they’re in care?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is not true. We have provided
legal representation for children whohave been abused whilein care,
and I’d just draw to the Assembly’ sattention that about a week and
a half or two weeks ago the hon. member opposite made this same
suggestion in his question, that there were Canadian guidelines,
some Canadian gandards tha we were not following in Alberta. In
fact, what heisciting now on thefoster parentsis something that we,
in actual fact, do. We represent foster families. We represent
childrenincare. I'mnot sureif there’ saparticular detail that wecan
follow up on hisbehalf, but we, quite clearly, provide representation
and safety and protection to children in care.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same miniger: why
has the policy allowing the Children’s Advocate to invegigate

children’scomplaints of abusewhile in care been abolished?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Spesker, it hasn't. Asamatter of fact, again
to the same hon. member | responded that we' re even better than we
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ever were by having CWIS adjusted technologically so that the
minute thereis an dlegation of abuse or children arein any way in
any difficulty, the advocate receives that report. The advocae
followsup on that report.

Mr. Speaker, the mandate of the Children’ s Advocae has in fact
expanded within this last year to include his work developing
mentorship programs for people who could be natural advocates
both in First Nations communities and in other communities. So
rather than narrowing the mandate, | would suggest that we've
expanded the mandate, and we have |ooked at his capacity to assist
with administrative reviews. On specid case reviews the advocate
has been involved and has been absolutely beneficid to both the
process and the outcomes for children.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Massey: Thank you. To the same minister, Mr. Speaker: if the
Children’ sAdvocatecan’ tinvestigate and government | avyerswon't
provide legal representation, where do children go for help?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, in the first two responses I’ ve said that we
do providelegal support. | provided the answer tha the advocate is
involved. | think that the third question is built on an assumption
that we do neither of the above, and | have said quite unequivocally
that we do.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Wanwright, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Agricultural Subsidies

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Albertan and Canadian
grain producers continueto be bothered, even harassed by American
trade complaints. Lag week a preliminary U.S. ruling found that
Canadian exports of hard red spring wheat and durum are being
subsidized to the tune of 3.94 percent. My first question is to the
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. Isit truethat
the Alberta government ownership of railcars contributed to the
subsidy rate calculated by the U.S.?

2:10

Mrs. McClellan: Well, Mr. Speaker, |et us be very clear that of the
3.94 percent levy, if you wish, that has been suggested or actually
implemented by the Department of Commerce, only .35 percent of
that israilway cars, and of that .35 percent, Albertacars makeup a
portion. There are also cars from the government of Saskatchewan
and the government of Canada, the federal government. 1’d liketo
make one other thingvery clear. Thereisno subsidy associaed with
these cars, because the railways pay what is consdered to be a
reasonable rental or fee for the use of those cars.

So, Mr. Speaker, this case is far from over. Certainly, our
government will beputting forward our position and making it very
clear that the cars that are owned by the government of Albertaand,
if youwish, leased for that use are notasubsidy. Itisinteresting that
the U.S. government, who put out about $190 billion in farm
subsidiesin their latest farm bill, would be challenging our farmers,
because our subsidies are nowhere near that. They will bethe first
to tell you.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My next question, then, is

to the Minister of International and Intergovernmental Relations.
What will this government do to defend Alberta’ s interests?

Mr. Jonson: Mr. Speaker, | think it’simportant to understand that
the only specific government practice fromthe Alberta side that the
U.S.islookingintoin thisinvestigation isthealleged subsidization
of grain cars, and that is certainly an areathat we will be reponding
to, but it’ sthefederd government and other provincial governments
who are regponsible for defending many of the activities and
programs that come under attack from this United States industry
initiative. For example, the federal government is responshble for
defending the activities of the Canadian Wheat Board. Albertawill
reviewtheU.S. Department of Commercepreliminary determination
in detail, and wewill be, certainly, alert toany adtivitiesor develop-
mentsin that particular area.

Mr. Speaker, because the federal government isinvolved in this
particular case, the Albertagovernment will continue to co-operate
withthefederal government and other provincial governmentsonthe
legal issuesthat areinvolved here, and wewill be strongly urging the
federal government to make every effort to defend Canadianfarmers,
Canadian wheat growers against this particular set of dlegations.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question, then, is
back to the Minister of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Devel opment.
What factors have led to Canadian agricultural trade policies and
practices being a continual target for U.S. trade challenges?

Mrs. McClellan: Well, Mr. Speaker, certainly Canadaand Alberta,
in particular, are proud to be the producer of some of the highest
quality millingwheat thereisin North America, and that meansthat
our wheat isin very high demand inthe U.S. Weexport agresat deal,
some $98 million worth, of high-quality wheat tothe U.S. However,
asour Minister of International and Intergovernmental Relationshas
indicated, the Canadian Wheat Board practices have been under
investigation. | think that nine investigations have been hdd, and
Canadahas not been found to be outside of international traderules.
We're going to continue to work with our industry, as the minister
indicated, the federa government, and other departments of our
government, but we're even willing to help one bit more. We're
encouraging very much the federal government to make the Cana-
dian Wheat Board a voluntary marketing option for western
Canadian farmers, in particular, and perhaps get this issue off our
plate.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. Some of my constituents
with disabilities are being refused AISH medical benefits simply
because of the source of their income. Albertans receiving money
fromaprivatedisability insurance or employment havetheir eligible
incomecal cul ated differently and can receive Al SH medical benefits
but people receiving Canada pension plan disability are subject to
different terms My quedions are dl to the minister of human
resources. Why does this government discriminate against the
recipient of CPP disability compared to a person receiving the same
amount from wages or private disability insurance?

Mr. Dunford: Actualy, Mr. Spesker, the CPP and wages and
benefitsthat come through disability are all part of what we look at
under AISH. The decision by this government for along period of
time asit rdatesto AISH was that the income from Canada pension
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plan, being another government plan, would be deducted dollar for
dollar. It's been the policy, and it’s been in place for some time.

Ms Blakeman: Nonetheless, you' re discriminating.

My next question: given that this government’s discrimination
against CPP disability recipients trying to access AISH can and has
been overturned upon appeal, will the minister now change the

policy?

Mr. Dunford: | think it’sregretful that the oppostion uses terms
like“discrimination” in this particular case. Thereisno discrimina-
tion. All AISH members are dealt with the same way asit relatesto
Canadapension benefitsor any of the other types of incomethat they
might receive.

Ms Blakeman: To the same minister: given that the people who
receive CPP disability income are also discriminated against by this
government’'s emergency assistance for utility cutoff, why is this
government leaving those Albertans in the cold?

Mr. Dunford: She seems to want to persist in the use of the term.
| think we dedl with everyone the same way under the AISH

program.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-East.

Education Funding
(continued)

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. In addition to the
funding shortfalls in our schools, which are caused by the govern-
ment’ sdecision tounilaterdly reduce operation maintenance grants,
to cap grade 10 credits, then the arbitration settlements, now
skyrocketing utility bills have combined to give school board
budgets more holes than afield in a gopher farm. School utilities
this winter could easily be double what they were last winter. My
question is to the Minister of Learning. Does the government
acknowledge that school board budgets are aready overstretched,
and if so, does the government acknowledge that they will then
require top-up funding to cover skyrocketing utility bills?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, | will
transfer the question to the minister responsi ble for operations and
maintenance, which is the hon. Minister of Infrastructure.

Just prior to that what | will say isthat in Albertawe spend more
per capita, by at least 16 percent, than any other jurisdiction in the
country. Over the past three or four years we have increased the
amount dramatically. Since 1995 it has increased 46 percent, over
which time we' ve seen a6 percent enrollment. So it has gone up.

But in direct response to the energy issue, I'll ask the hon.
Minister of Infrastructure to respond to that.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Lund: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Y es, we recognize that some
school boards are having some difficulty making ends meet relative
to the utilities, but | also know that pretty well all of them did have
aterm contract asfar asthe electricity is concerned, and that’s at a
fixed rate, so it isjust on the gas side that there is some problem.
We are consdious of it. We are monitoring it and meeting with
school boardsto get afeel for just how serious this whole situation
is.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Given that the
minister once had some common sense when hewasin hisyouth, as
hetold ustoday, when he voted for the New Democrats, | have some
hopethat hewill actually answer the question, whichis: what exactly
are school boards supposed to cut by way of programs or gaff or
maintenance in order to meet the increased obligations due to
skyrocketing utility bills?

2:20

Dr. Oberg: Again, Mr. Speaker, we are one of the few jurisdictions
in Canadathat has the obvious opportunity of increasing theamount
of funding that school boardsreceive. Inthe provinceto the west of
usthey have had a zero percent increaseand will continue to have a
zero percent increase for the next two years. Theamount of dollars
that we have put into education makes every other province in
Canada pale by comparison. There is a tremendous amount of
money that is going into education.

Again | will ask the hon. Minister of Infrastructure, whose
responsibility it is, to respond to thisissue.

The Speaker: It would have been really hepful to have the hon.
minister respond originally. We still have four additional members
who would like to participate. Let's move on.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, | would like
toask theMinister of Learning, who isresponsibleoverall for school
programs. what exactly are schools supposed to cut by way of
programs, which he is responsible for, in order to pay for this
increasein utility costs, that is unbudgeted?

The Speaker: Hon. Minister of Infrastructure, if you wish.

Mr. Lund: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | redly appreciate the
opportunity to comment on this particular question because, in fact,
the hon. member istalking about the operation and maintenance of
schools. This year we transferred some $323 million to school
jurisdictions within the province for operating and maintenance.
While | know that some are tight — and we are monitoring them —
when you take it in the whol e scheme of things, theincreasein three
monthsout of atotal year, we hope that they’ || be ableto handlethat
kind of increase.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-East, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry.

Minimum Wage

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The average rent of a one-
bedroom apartment in Edmonton is about $650 and about $750 in
Calgary and about $1,200 in Fort McMurray; that is, if you can find
aplace. The cost of heating and lighting a house is skyrocketing.
That isin addition to other expenses like driving a car or taking the
public transportation sygem. All expenses have gone up over the
last few years. The only thing that hasn’t moved is the minimum
wage of this province. My question is to the hon. Minister of
Human Resources and Employment. How does the minister expect
those peopl e earning minimum wage to make ends meet?

Mr. Dunford: Mr. Speaker, if there was a substantial number of
Albertansthat wereworking at the minimumwage, then | think there
would be cause for great concern. However, the information that |
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have is that 1.2 percent of the working force is actualy a the
minimum wage, and it's my understanding that three-quarters or
something of that number are actually students working in jobs
wheretips arealso avalable. Soit’sasituation that we continueto
monitor, and whether or not we will haveto increase that in the near
futurel think is a question that’s really debatable at this particular
point.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Sincewe live in the most
prosperousprovincein the country and we have thelowest minimum
wage in the country, would the minister consider looking into this
very important matter immediately?

Mr. Dunford: Actualy, the interesting thing and what makes
debates around minimum wage so incredible is whether or not the
minimum wage has any impact on anything. Really, what tends to
drive thewages that an employee. . .

Mr. Mason: Not here. Most kids get morefrom an allowance than
you pay them.

The Speaker: The hon. minister, please.

Mr. Dunford: You know, in asocialig situation, of course, you
have to put thesethings in place, but in Albertawhat you've got is
amarket that's operating. There's a huge demand for labour, and
like anything else, when the demand is high and the supply islow,
then of course wages in this particular case will tend to rise. So
therearevery, very few peoplethat areactually workingat minimum
wage in this province.

The one thing tha | think we must keep in mind is that the
overriding concern that we as a government should have is that
peopleare ableto get intotheworkplace, because when they get into
theworkplace, they start gaining experience, they start learning new
skills or enhancing skills that they already have, and of coursethey
start advancing within awage and salary administration plan and
start to gain seniority. So | think we should be concerned more
about the number of peoplethat aregetting into theworkforce rather
than concerning ourselves particularly with a socidist technique
such as a minimum wage.

Allegations of Fraud in the WCB

Mr. Bonner: Mr. Speaker, on March 5, 2003, the Solicitor General
in response to my questions regarding the WCB said, “If there are
[any] accusations about bribery, wewill forward that | etter and have
the police investigate” But on the same day | tebled documents
showing that the Solicitor General’ s office didn’t forward the | etter
to the police but, instead, forwarded it to the accused organization,
the WCB, requesting that the WCB tell the Solicitor General’ soffice
what to tell the injured worker. To the Solicitor Generd: given that
the Solicitor General’ spolicy isto forward allegationsto the police,
why wasthe issue not forwarded to the police but to the WCB?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My understandingis that
when the matter was forwarded to WCB, it wasabout aclarification;
it wasn't about the bribery issue. WCB had responded and said that
therewasinformationthat they could not provideto our department.
We since then, if | may be so bold, have written the particular

individual that he's referring to two letters, one that was addressed
on January 14 and another letter on February 27, thanking him for
his letter of February 7, in which | wanted to clarify regarding his
concerns to the WCB, and | appreciate the information that he's
forwarded to me.

Concernsinvolving the WCB do not fall within my mandate, and
| said, asl outlined in my previousconversaions, “1 understand that
you are forwarding your allegation of fraud within the[WCB] to the
Calgary Police Service” and | again reiterate that “the Calgary
Police Service has the authority to investigate such issues.” | also
noted in my letter to him on the date of the 27th of February that |
have forwarded his concerns to the Minister of Human Resources
and Employment.

Mr. Bonner: To the sameminister: wasthe suggested responsefrom
the WCB the same response tha the minister forwarded to the
injured worker?

Mrs. Forsyth: Mr. Speaker, again| want to reiterate that thefact is
that the person that is alleging allegationsin regard to bribery to the
WCB has a process in place. That process that’s in place is to
contact the Calgary Police Serviceif he's got allegations of bribery.
If after he hasforwarded it to the Calgary Police Servicehe does not
like the answer that the chief of police gives him, he has the ability
to forward his concern and appeal to the Law Enforcement Review
Board. Theprocessisin placefor this poor, injured worker, and dl
he has to do isfollow it.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bonner: Yes, Mr. Speaker. To the minister of human re-
sources. given your intervention on Thursday, when did your
ministry becomeresponsiblefor fraud and bribery in this province?

Mr. Dunford: That is so typical of this member in this particular
file. If wewant to see how low anybody can go, we just have to use
him asaperfect example. We'll just let the Hansard record —people
can read, and they can read where he's coming from.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs,
followed by the hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

2:30 Education Funding
(continued)

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thismorning the capital
region caucus met withthe Edmonton Catholic school board. Some
of the issues raised, which are not different from issues rased with
me by some of the parents in Edmonton-Castle Downs, included
unpredictablefunding to children who receive PUF grants and later
enter grade 1 and unpredictable funding for infragructure to the
school boards. My first question is to the Minister of Learning.
What support is available to students who have been in receipt of
program unit funding, PUF funding, who enter grade 1?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, first of dl,
I’ll outline to the L egislative Assembly that PUF funding isfunding
that we usefor early intervention. It’'s the moneysthat are out there
for any child over two and ahalf up until six years of age that allow
them to get prepared for school. We feel in thisgovernment that it
is extremely important to prepare students for school, especially
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those with severe special needs. As soon as these students get into
the school system, they dso receive the severe special-needs
funding, and that is transferred to the school board.

Just to give you context of how many dollars are spent, presently
inthe grade 1 to grade 12 system thereis$336 million per year spent
on special-needs funding. But | will say one other thing, and that is
that in our business plan we monitor the parent satisfaction of those
children with severe special needs, and 84 percent of the parentswho
have severe special-needs kids are satisfied.

An Hon. Member: How many? How much?

Dr. Oberg: Eight-four percent, Mr. Speaker.

We fully recognize tha the spedial-needs students need funding.
Wehaveincreased the rates around 10 percent per year over the past
several years. We have increased it quite dramatically. So in
responseto the hon. member’ squestion, when they get PUF funding,
they can move right into the severe special-needs funding if they
qualify for it.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Mr. Speaker, my only supplementa. To the
Minister of Infrastructure: what is the ministry doing right now to
provide the school boards throughout Alberta and particularly the
school boards in Edmonton with more predictable funding for their
infrastructure and ongoing expenses?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Lund: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The financid management
review committee made a number of recommendations, and we of
course as government accepted those recommendations. As a
consequence there is going to be a stabilization fund established.
Also, as the Premier announced some time back, we are going to
establish a capitd fund, and | believe that between the capital fund
and the stabilization fund and the opportunity to use dternate ways
of financing, we will be able to accomplish a great deal as far as
sustainability in the whole capital field in schools, hospitals,
postsecondary institutions. Also, | would plan that we will not get
into a situation where we start projects and then have to pull them
back because of lack of funding. We are looking at a five-year
business plan where we would see the finances being there to
continue with our construction over alonger period of time.

The Speaker: Hon. members, thank you very much. Becauseof the
brevity associaed with questions and answers, for the mod part, we
had 14 sets of questions accommodated today. That'sappreciaed.
Only one member is still on the list.

Might we revert briefly to Introduction of Guests?

[Unanimous consent granted)]

head: Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Mr. Lord: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t's my pleasure to rise today
tointroducetoyou and through you to all members of this Assembly
eight representatives from the Alberta Restaurant & Foodservices
Associaion who are here today to celebrate an important milesone
for their industry, which I will be talking about alittle later. | hope
they'redl here. I'll introducethem anyway. | would ask our guests,
who are seated in the public gallery, to rise and remain standing as

| read their names. We have with ustoday Lindy Rollingson, CPM,
CAE, president and CEO of the Alberta Restaurant & Foodservices
Associgion; Mark Medland, treasurer and chair, government
services committee, vice-president of Madab Hotels & Resorts
organi zation; Carme o Rago, representing the very popular and very
successul Sorrentinos restaurant chain, which is now expanding
acrossthe province; Paul Tsang, an old friend of 27 years, responsi-
ble for a number of Edmonton’s finest restaurants including the
huge, new, private-function restaurant and nightclub facility called
Dante's; LyleBeaugard of thevery popular Blue Iguana; I’ dask him
to rise along with Normand Campbell, owner and proprietor of
Normand'’ srestaurant; fromthe Sheraton Grande Hotel we also have
Grant McCurdy; and, finally, Simon Smotkowicz, executive chef of
the Shaw Conference Centre and president of |CE 2005.

Mr. Speaker, these people have madea career of quality serviceto
others, and | ask that they now receive thewarm traditional welcome
of the Assembly.

head: Recognitions
Restaurant and Food Services Industry

Mr. Lord: Mr. Speaker, I'm ddighted to rise agan today in
recognition of this important milestone for the restaurant and food
services industry across Canada. We have verification that the
industry now employs 1 million Canadians from coast to coadt,
including 116,400 just in this province This makes the food
services industry across Canada one of our very largest employers,
employing directly or indirectly more Canadians than the entire
agricultural, banking, forestry, pulp and paper, petroleum produc-
tion, motor vehicles and parts manufacturing industries combined
and contributing $42 billion annually to our GDP. It isthe largest
single employer of young people in our nation.

In fact, | myself began in this industry, Mr. Speaker, first as a
dishwasher, then as a French service waiter, chef, bartender, and
owner aswdl, and | am very proud of my timethere. The skillsthat
| acquired later proved invaluable to me, as| am sure they have for
many. Congratulationsto therestaurant and food servicesindustry.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Randy Ferby, Dave Nedohin
Scott Pfeifer, Marcel Rocque
Nokia Brier Champions

Mr. McClelland: “Hi, Mom. Kids, I’ll be at home at 2 tomorrow.”
Withthe NokiaBrier tankard stretched high over hishead, Alberta’s
Randy Ferbey signaledto everyone hissuccessas aperson and asthe
skip of an incredible rink. And what a rink it is. The steady,
dependablefirst rocks of the pride of St. Paul, Marcel Rocque, were
followed by the confident play of second, Scott Pfeifer. You just
knew he would make his shots. By now the house was full of rocks.
Skip Randy Ferbey was called upon to make both the right strategic
decision and to make the difficult shots again and again. Finaly,
Dave Nedohin time and agan making incredible shots, that had to
break the heartsof Nova Scotia’ s hometown rink and crowd, to win
arecord-setting third consecutive Brier, an incredible accomplish-
ment of this wonderful team, including their coach and aternate,
curling out of the Avonair Curling Club in Edmonton, the pride of
St. Paul, Sherwood Park, and of all Alberta

Congratulations to the Ferbey rink; Nokia, prime sponsor of the
Brier; the organizing committee thefansand citizensof Halifax; and
especidly all thecompeting ri nks, who make thisuniquely Canadian
event such a memorable success. Well done, all.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerdlie.
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Mill Woods Community Patrol

Ms Carlson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. TheMember for Edmonton-
Mill Woods and | would like to recognize the Mill Woods Commu-
nity Patrol. Thispatrol isacommunity-based volunteer initiativein
co-operation with the Edmonton Police Service, which trains its
volunteersto patrol Mill Woods area streetsto observe what goeson
in their community and report any suspidous activity to the police.

The patrol existed in prior times but was disbanded a number of
yearsago. Theideato re-form this group became afocus dueto the
number of serious and high profile events that occurred in Mill
Woods. The Mill Woods President’s Cound| made inquiries with
the EPS, asdid the EPS with them, to see what could bedoneto help
createasafer and stronger rel ationshipwith the police and withinthe
communities themselves.

The Edmonton Police Foundation was approached to assist with
start-up costs such as radios and airtime. They agreed with the
initiative and thereby donated the money required to purchase the
radios and up to two years of airtime. To date the Edmonton Police
Foundation has donated $12,000. With this the community patrol
wasreborn in the summer of 2001 with thefirst patrolstaking place
in November 2001 after initial training.

Good work.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

2:40 University of Alberta Pandas Hockey Team

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am very pleased to rise
today to recognize the University of Alberta Pandas hockey team.
The Pandas captured asecond straight national title by defeatingthe
University of TorontoVarsity Bluesin adramatic 4-3 overtimewin.
This accomplishment was made all the more exceptional by the fact
that the Pandas entered the championship game with an astonishing
record of 33 wins and — guess what?— zero losses and only onetie.

It takes agreat deal of skill and dedication to win a championship
banner, and the Pandas hockey team is to be congratulated for
continuing arich tradition of athletic excellenceat the U of A. This
latest achievement builds on the university’s reputation for good
sportsmanship and excellence in athletics Another exciting and
successful year for the U of A varsity sports team. | know all
membersof thisAssembly join meinextendingtheir bestwishesand
congratulaions to the head coach, Howie Draper, and all members
of the University of Alberta Pandas hockey team.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Professor Gerald Gall

Mrs. O’Neill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Earlier today | introduced
to this Assembly Professor Gerald Gall, who was appointed as an
officer of the Order of Canada in late 2002. At the ceremony in
Halifax in which Professor Gall received his medal from Her
Excellency, Governor General Adrienne Clarkson, the following
citation was read:

[Gerald Gall] is adefender and a promoter of freedom and justice.

An authority on Human Rights and Professor of Law at the

University of Alberta, he is a founding member of the Board of

Directorsand now President of the John Humphrey Centrefor Peace

and Human Rights. He has provided leadership to countless

professional, social action and religiousorganizations, aswell asto

governmentsat theprovincial, federal and international levels. One

of the key organizers of the 1998 International Conference on

Universal Rightsand Human Va ues, heisrecognized and respected

as aman of action who champions with great passion these issues
of world concemn.
| would ask everybody in thisAssembly to join mein congratul at-
ing this wonderful St. Albertan.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Monica Hughes

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | riseintheLegidaturetoday to
recognize and celebrate the life and work of Monica Hughes.
Monica, who died last week in Edmonton after living most of her life
here, was awonderfully successful author of books for children and
young teenagers. Her work won many awards, including two
Governor Generd’ s awards and the Order of Canada. She won the
Canada Council children’s literature prize for a story about a boy
with leukemia and the Phoenix award for her famous Isis science
fiction trilogy.

Oneof her greatest accomplishmentswasgetting somany children
excited about reading, an accomplishmentthat will liveonfor years.
I've spoken to teacher/librarianswho marvel at how children loveto
read her stories. Many of these stories are set in Alberta, induding
one at the Provincid Museum, so children relate them to their own
lives, and teachers can use them as part of the curriculum. My own
children have read her books and | remember how excited we were
when we learned that such a famous author lived right here in
Edmonton. Sheprovedit was possiblefor internationdly acclaimed
writers to stay in and write about our province.

M onica Hughes was amodest, compassi onate woman with aclear
sense of socid justice who always wanted to leave children with a
sense of hope. | think the beg tribute to her simply might be this:
she made the world a better place.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Cam Tait

Mr. Hutton: Thank youvery much, Mr. Speaker. Today | recognize
Cam Tait, arenowned public speaker and writer and atruechampion
of the disabl ed community, including my nephew who has muscular
dystrophy. Cam isone of his heroes.

Cam is a journalist with the Edmonton Journal and has done
genera news reporting and children’s columns and feature writing.
Cam now writesthree columns aweek, two columns on community
investment and one on volunteers Heis dso a columnist for the
web site charityvillage.com. Camwas dso awinner of Yuk Yuk’s
search for Canada sfunniest new comicin Torontoin 1995. In 1996
Cam became a Paul Harris Fellow with the Edmonton downtown
Rotary Club. Cam was given the honorary dipl oma of communica
tionstechnology at NAIT. Most recently Cam received the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee Citizenship Meda for outstanding service as a
volunteer in Canada.

The most important thing to Cam is his family: his wife, Joan,
stepson Darren, and his parents. It gives me great pleasure to
recognize my friend Cam Tait.

The Speaker: Hon. members, Mr. Taitis also avery mean putter at
many cel ebrity fund-rai sing golf tournaments, where heraisesmoney
on behalf of many worthy causes in this province.

head: Presenting Petitions

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Little Bow on behalf of the hon.
Member for Calgary-Lougheed.
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Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the chair

of the Standing Committee on Private Bills| begleaveto present the

following petitions that have been received for private bills under

Standing Order 93(2):

(1) thepetitionof Sister TheresaCarmel Slavik for the Sistersof St.
Joseph of the Province of Alberta Statutes Repeal Act, and

(2) thepetition of Reverend Thanh K. Nguyen for the Forest Lawn
Bible College Adt.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, | am presenting on behalf of the working
poor in Alberta a petition signed by 65 individuals from Fort
McMurray. These Albertans are petiti oning the Legidative Assem-
bly to urge the government toimmediately rai se the minimum wage
to $8.50 per hour and index it to the cost of living, much as MLA
salaries are.

Thank you.

head: Tabling Returns and Reports

Mr. Friedel: Mr. Speaker, it's my pleasure to table the requiste
number of copies of the 2001-02 annua report of the Northern
AlbertaDevelopment Council.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Mrs. O’Neill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t'smy honour to teble the
appropriate number of copies of aletter signed by the residents and
their families of Chateau Mission Courtin St. Albert requesting that
the Albertagovernment realistically fund and financidly supportthe
seniors housing industry.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Ms Carlson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | have two tablings.
Thefirstisatabling requestedlast Thursday, information put out by
the Member for Edmonton-Mill Creek, wheretherewas some debate
whether or not promises made were, in fact, promises kept.

The second set of tablings is the appropriate number of copies of
the program from the first annual Spring Wilderness Celebration,
held here in Alberta, of the Alberta Wilderness Association, where
they collected money and funds enabling them to support their
development of causesin northern Alberta, particularly in outreach
work and wilderness protection.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton- Riverview.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1'd like to table five copies of
excerpts from Occupational Health & Safety Magazine, a publica
tion of AlbertaHuman Resources and Employment. These excerpts
aretaken from four different issues of the magazine, and they show
that from November 2000 to January 2002, a 14-month period, 32
fatalities resulting from asbestos exposure were accepted for
compensation by the WCB.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | havethree
tablings for theinformation of the Assembly thisafternoon. Thefirst
isthe scandd ous price of electricity on March 9, 2003. Thepricein
the Power Pool bounced around from as little as much less than 2
cents to over 66 centsakilowatt at 8 o’ dock lag night.

Now, the second tabling is a presentation that was made in
December to the Alberta Electoral Boundaries Commission by John

Patrick Day, awell -known Edmontonian and resident of Edmonton-
Norwood.

The third tabling | have this afternoon is more of the petitions
from Albertans urging the government “to reinstate natura-gas
rebatesimmediately.” Thereare310 namesonthispetition. They're
from Holden, Banff, Raymond, Lethbridge, Coleman, and Calgary,
just to name afew of the many centres expressing outrage at natural
gas prices.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | riseto table five copiesof a
|etter signed by aparent whose children go to McK ernan elementary
and junior high school, a school that’ s the pride of the communities
surroundingit, communitiessuch as Belgravia, M cK ernan, Windsor
Park. My own daughter went to that school a few years ago. The
writer of the letter expresses degp concern about the shortfall in
funding which may lead to this school losing as many as three
teachers, about 10 percent of the staff. Forty other parents have
signed asimilar letter, and theselettershave goneto the Premier of
the province.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

2:50

The Speaker: Hon. members, earlier today | had placed on your
desks amessage from Her M g esty the Queen, head of the Common-
wesl th, for Commonwealth Day.

I’m going to table in the House this afternoon copies of a new
pamphlet fromthe Legidative Assembly entitled Alberta’ s Famous
5. Becauseof the effortsof Alberta’ sFamous Five— Emily Murphy,
NellieMcClung, Henrietta Muir Edwards, Irene Parlby, and Louise
McKinney — women are recognized as persons in Canadian law.
Thispamphlet will enhance the Legislature tour of the Famous Five
portraits.

head: Orders of the Day
head: Written Questions
The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Proper notice having
been given on Thursday, March 6, it is now my pleasure to move
that written questionsappearing on today’ s Order Paper do stand and
retaintheir placeswiththe exception of written questions 1, 2, 4,and
7.

[Motion carried]

Human Resources and Employment Underexpenditures

Q1. Mr. MacDonald moved that the following question be ac-
cepted.
How much of the$25.5 million underexpenditurefromincome
support to individuals and families, $621,000 underexpend-
iture from the widows' pension program, and $8.8 million
underexpenditure from the assured income for the severely
handicapped program outlined inthe 2001-02 Alberta Human
Resources and Employment annual report was spent on
homeless shelters, additional system development costs, and
salary increases respectively?

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.
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Mr. MacDonald: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'll be
brief, but | would express my disappointment. | feel that this
information would be of great interest not only to the taxpayers but
certainly to individualswho arereceiving AISH and the individuals
receiving family and social services, and | at thistime would like to
see this information forthwith.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to respond
on behalf of the hon. Minister of Human Resources and Employ-
ment, who has indicated hiswillingnessto accept Written Question
1 as phrasad.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar to close
the debate?

[Written Question 1 carried]

Untendered Contracts

Q2. Mr. Bonner moved that thefollowing question be accepted.
What is the totd amount of money the Department of Infra-
structurehas spent on untendered contracts between January 1,
2001, and December 31, 2002, what are the names of the
individual sand companieswho havereceived these untendered
contracts, and what is the amount they each received as part of
their contract?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Infrastructure.

Mr. Lund: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. | would recommend that the
Assembly reject this question because of the huge costs. It'satotal
waste of taxpayers' dollars to go through and find all of these
contractsand to list them. When you look at our normal businessin
Albertalnfrastructure, we have contractsfor consulting services, for
property management, for facility lease, and many others, and many
of these are extremely small. If the hon. member has, redly,
somethingthat hewantsto find, | wish he would be more specific so
that we could in fact accept this. But this would be a total waste of
taxpayers dollars to ever spend those many hours by staff going
through to find those, so | would urge the Assembly to regect this
one.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry to close
the debate.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you very much for this opportunity, Mr.
Speaker. | would have to disagree with the minister. One of the
complaintsthat wesee year inand year out in the Auditor General’s
report isthe fact that there isnot enough accountability in regard to
these untendered contracts. Certainly, this is one issue, where
literally hundreds of millionsof Albertataxpayers' dollarsare spent
in the Department of Infrastructure, and there is a considerable
amount tha is spent on untendered contracts. Certainly, Albertans
have every right to know where their tax dollars are being spent,
what they are being used for, and which contractors are getting this
work.

So | think it is a very valid question, Mr. Speaker, and | would
urge al members in the Assembly for open and accountable
government to support this question. Thank you.

[Written Question 2 |ost]

Federal/Provincial Affordable Housing Agreement

Q4. Mr. Bonner moved on behalf of Ms Blakeman that the follow-
ing question be accepted.
What is the breakdown of the money tha will be used by the
government to match the federal government’s $67 million
contribution to the affordable housing agreement signed in
June 2002?

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’mpleased to advisethe
House on behalf of the hon. Minister of Seniorsthat heiswilling to
accept Written Quegtion 4 as phrased.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry to close
the debate.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, particularly in light of
the fact of housing for the homeless and the fact that it was amost
oneyear ago that the federal government put forward $67 million as
a matching sum by the province for the construction of affordable
housing, | welcome and thank the hon. minister for accepting this
particular question.

Thank you.

[Written Question 4 carried)]

Maintenance Enforcement Computer Systems

Q7. Mr. Bonner moved on behalf of Ms Blakeman that the follow-
ing question be accepted.
What isthe current status of dl integration of themaintenance
enforcement case officers’ computer systems, and what is the
plan for completing the integration?

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.
Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the hon.

Minister of Justicel’ m pleased to indicate that heiswilling to accept
this question as phrased.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry to close
the debate.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behdf of theMember for
Edmonton-Centre | thank the minister for taking these consider-
ations.

[Written Question 7 carried]

head: Motions for Returns

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Proper notice having
been given on Thursday, March 6, it is my pleasure to move that
motions for returns appearing on today’s Order Paper stand and

retain their places with the exception of motions for returns 1, 4, 5,
9, and 11.

[Motion carried]

Driver Licensing System

M1. Dr. Massey moved onbehalf of Mr. MacDondd that an order
of the Assembly do issue for a return showing copies of all
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studies and reports prepared by or for the Ministry of
Government Services between September 12, 2001, and
January 14, 2003, regarding the establishment of a new
system for issuing drivers' licencesin Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods on
behalf of the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Dr. Massey: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | think it’sfairly self-
explanatory.

3:00
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Government Services.

Mr. Coutts: Thank you Mr. Speaker. Drivers' licencesarethe most
acceptable form of identification by law enforcement agencies as
well as retalers and financia institutions. Airlines areincduded in
that and employers and many other entities in both the private and
public sectors. Theimportance of this security document creates a
need to make sure that the security of the card and the issuance
process and the card design are of the highest qudity possble. So
releasing any studies or any reports regarding this system would
breach the security of that system, and for thesereasons| would like
to movethat wereject this Motion for a Return 1.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woodsto close
the debate.

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, | certainly don’t accept
the argument. We haven’t asked for privacy to be breached. We've
asked for the reports, and the practice has been that those reports are
provided. The privacy act is respected with respect to individuals,
and | fail to see why the reports that are asked for cannot be so
modified to provide the essence of wha the reports are about
without breaching anyone’' sprivacy or in any way compromising the
system.

[Motion for a Return 1 lost]

Correctional Services MLA Review Committee Report

M4. Mr. Bonner moved on behalf of Ms Blakeman that an order of
the Assembly do issue for areturn showing acopy of thefinal
report fromthe Correctional ServicesMLA Review Commit-
tee to the Solicitor General.

The Speaker: The hon. Solictor General.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We ae rejedting this
motion for areturn. | received the report in December 2002, and
officials from my department and | are taking some time to go over
it very carefully. Aswell, the recommendations in the report will
need to be carefully conddered by the government before thereport
will be made public, and it would be inappropriate to release the
report before athorough assessment has been completed. | move
that Motion for a Return 4 be rejected.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry to close
the debate.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Agan | would
urge all members of the House to not reject Motion for aReturn 4.
Asthe minister hasindicated, thiswork was completedlast fdl. The
report has been in their hands since December. We feel that it is
especially important for members of the opposition to have a copy

of thisreport because there islegislation forthcoming on materia in
this report, and if we are to have a full and open and responsible
debate on this piece of legislation and, certainly, the opportunity to
provideAlbertanswith thebest possiblelegidation, then wefeel that
itisvitd that this report be reeased.

Thank you.

[Motion for a Return 4 |ost]

Calling Lake Fish Populations

M5. Dr. Massey moved on behalf of Ms Carlson that an order of
the Assembly do issue for a return showing all reports
respecting the fish populations, induding the populétions of
walleye and pike, and the general environmental health of
Calling Lake prior to and after the April 1, 2002, start of the
pilot project which all ows approximately two-thirdsof Calling
Lake to be opened for the harvest of waleye and pike.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again the motion is farly
clear, and as much aswe respect theminister and hislong experience
in the area and his expertise as afisher, we do have the odd doubt
and would like his wisdom balanced by the work of some of the
members of his department.

The Speaker: The hon. Miniger of Sustainable Resource Devel op-
ment.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | move that
Motion for aReturn 5 be accepted.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods to
conclude the debate.

Dr. Massey: We thank the minister for his wisdom, Mr. Speaker.
[Motion for a Return 5 carried]

Infrastructure Contract Management Process

M9. Mr. Bonner moved that an order of the Assembly do issuefor
areturn showing a copy of the Department of Infrastructure
policy on its contract management process.

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, this particular motion for areturn asks for
a copy of the Department of Infrastructure’'s policy on its contract
management process. | would be only too happy to file with the
Assembly key documents that detail the contract approval process
within the ministry.

In response to recommendati ons made by the Auditor Generd in
his last annud report, the ministry has commenced an extensive
review of its processes and documents that detail our contract
management process. Thefirst document is the interim mandate of
the recently restructured Contracts Review Committee in response
to the Auditor General’ srecommendations, whereweredly find the
mandate of this committee such that the members play amore active
role in the evaluaion of all contracts and tenders. Previously this
committee provided support for both infrastructure and transporta-
tion contracts, and the first phase of our initiative was to split the
committee so that it can now focus on contracts under the mandate
of Alberta Infrastructure. The second phase of our review will
include a more detailed review of the approval levels within the
organization.
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In addition, we have developed a consultation and selection
policy, which is currently in draft. We have consulted stakehol der
organizations and private industry, such as the architecture and
engineering profess ons, to ensurethat our proposed changes respect
afair, equitable, transparent, and appropriateway of doing business
with their member firms and have developed a policy that will
clearly communicate the department’s process for consultant
selection and contract awards.

Mr. Speaker, | fed that these documents will provide this
Assembly with the informaion on the importance of Alberta
Infrastructureensuring afair and open contract management process.
So we will be accepting thismotion and be only too hgopy to table
those documents.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry to close
the debate.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | want to thank
the minister for his commitment to table those documents in the
House and also for the brief explanation on the processes and
procedures that they have ingtituted to try and dea with this
situation. So thank you, Mr. Minister.

[Motion for a Return 9 carried]

Transportation Contract Management Process

M11. Mr.Bonner moved that an order of the Assembly do issuefor
areturn showing acopy of the Department of Transportation
policy on its contract management process.

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to under-
take this motion and accept it on behalf of the hon. Minister of
Transportaion.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry to
conclude debate.

Mr. Bonner: I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the minister
for accepting thismotion for areturn.

[Motion for a Return 11 carried]

3:10head: Government Bills and Orders
head: Committee of the Whole

[Mr. Shariff in the chair]
The Deputy Chair: We'll call the committeeto order.

Bill 201
Emblems of Alberta (Grass Emblem)
Amendment Act, 2003

The Deputy Chair: Are there any comments, questions, or amend-
ments to be offered with regect to thisbill? The hon. Member for
Highwood.

Mr. Tannas: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. At committee stage | have
no amendments to offer, but | would like to answer some quegtions
which were asked in second reading. Now, when | was reviewing
Hansard, | only determined that one member, the hon. Member for
Edmonton-Gold Bar, had afew questions on June grass, respecting

its distribution, selection, and the balloting process. I'll perhgps
spare everyone too much of the reading of the questions, but it just
said that perhapsthe June grass was overlooked by the electorate in
this case and wanted to know who introduced the legid ation and the
committee update on the bdloting and that kind of thing. I'll
endeavour to do that.

Just as areminder, rough fescueis also found in Peace River and
GrandePrairie, because therewas acomment that it only went asfar
as Grassland.

Now, to try to explain why the Prairie Conservaion Forum
balloting process arrived at rough fescue, which isfoundin approxi-
mately two-thirds of Alberta, and, asthehon. Member for Edmonton
Gold-Bar observed, the June grassis found throughout Alberta. So
if one first looks at the process for choosing the five grasses that
wereon the ballot —and all the membersarefamiliar with that ballot.
It was diributed herein the House when we had second reading and
also was distributed to many members several years ago when it was
distributed to the MLAs. A lig of grasseswas compiled, which in
Albertais well over ahundred species, approximately 138 species,
and an eval uation matrix was devel oped by the Prairie Conservation
Forum. Seven members of the Prairie Conservation Forum's
provincial grass committee, including Cheryl Bradley, Tom
Cameron, Cheryl Dash, Reg Erng, Vern McNeely, Ed Nelson, and
Liz Saunders, everything from grass specialists to ranchers and so
on, drew up alist of 41 grasses which are relativdy common and
widespread in Alberta. That is to say that those species were
reasonably well known and their range covered at least 25 percent or
more of the province.

In May thislist of 41 grass specieswas sent to all membersof the
Prairie Conservation Forum asking them to select the five grasses
that they felt should be on ashortlist. From that shortlist they came
up with ashortlist of 41 out of approximately 140. They came up
with the following: western wheat grass and northern wheat grass
were deemed to be almost the same, but between the two of them
therewere 21 choi ces; bluegramagrass, 14; rough fescue, 28. So it
had most of all of the 41. June grass was 16, and needle and thread
grass was 18. So that information for the hon. Member for
Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Then comments were made on this process as to why they made
their choice or why they didn’t make a choice. Just afew of them
are:

Choose a grass representative of the Fescue Grassland as
Saskatchewan's emblem representsthe Mixed GrassPrairieand
Manitobamay wel choose one representative of the Tall Grass
Prairie.
So that was advicefrom one of themembers of the Prairie Conserva-
tion Forum.
Needleand Thread is probably the most commonin Albertaand
has a neat sounding name. Rough fescue may be found in a
larger geographical areain Alberta. Sweet Grass sounds neat
and is used by native people.
«  Only choiceis Rough Fescue. The créme de la créme.
Another one said:
| am honoured that a“dirt” person is alowed to have a vote on
such matters!
| presume that’s one of the agricultural fellows. Finaly, there's
another comment.
There is only one candidate and that is Rough Fescue. It is
widespread, unique, and vital to thefuture of both the cattlemen
and wildlife Put [myself] down five times [for that].
So those are just some of the comments in that process.

Adgain, rough fescue was the first choice, and then on the basis of
that, they were able to pick the five grasses that you saw on the
ballot. Thiswas sent to severd thousand interested Albertans but
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not only just sent out to them. Advertising was placed in many
newspapersand magazines and on the Net and other means, then, for
Albertans to vote on this issue of a provincia grass emblem or
symbol for Alberta, and there were somerural schools that partici-
patedinit. Theballotingresultedin 2,021 ballots, with rough fescue
receiving 738 and therefore being thelarges, with amajority of 36
percent. June grass was 556, blue grass was 305, western wheat
grass was 226, and green needle was 196. So they ranged, then,
from 36 percent down to 10 percent.

I"d like to add to this by referring to 4 Guide to Using Native
Plants on Disturbed Lands, and we could go through that and spend
the next hour looking at all of the ones, but if you look at the various
types of grasslands like submesic grassland, upper slope positions,
Parry oat grassis the largest, and rough fescueis in there as well at
15 percent of the canopy cover. Go to mesc grassland, lower slope
locations: rough fescue is 32 percent, and the others all fall below
that as a species with the canopy cover. It goes on through grassy
uplandsites. Again, plainsroughfescueisthelargest, andit goeson
from there.

Before | conclude, 1 would add a few more thoughts on the
appropriateness of rough fescue even though it doesn’t grow
throughout the province. Some of the reasons are that if we look at
Alberta’s emblems, like the wild rose and the great horned owl,
those are pretty widespread throughout the province, but the bighorn
sheep is found primarily in the Rocky Mountains on our western
border. Thelodgepole pineiswidespread in western Albertabut not
found very far esst of the Rocky Mountains. Bull trout isfound in
Albertd sglacial waters. So thefact that rough fescue is only found
in two-thirds of the province of Alberta as opposed to a hundred
percent of Albertais, perhaps not as crudal asthehon. Member for
Edmonton-Gold Bar might have thought. The current roster of
emblemsreflectsdifferent cultural, historical, and ecol ogical aspects
of Alberta sdiversity. Thereis, however, noemblemwhichsignifies
Albertd's prairie heritage, and that’s one of the selling points of
rough fescue.

TheProvincial Museum of Al bertahas made some commentsthat
| think areworthy to note. They havewritten:

The Prairie Conservation Forum (PCF) appears to have done an
excdlentjobinsdecting rough fescue asthe candidate grass species
for inclusion in the Emblemsof Alberta Act asthe official grass of
Alberta. It is clear that the PCF devoted considerable effort into
making the sdection of this grass a democratic, scientific and
educational process.

Educating the public about the ecologi cal qualities of afocus
group of critical grass species and then allowing them to vote on
their preferred species wasan act of informed empowerment.

They go on to say:

Ecologically, it would be hard to argue for a better grass to
represent the Provinceof Albeta. Thisgrassissymbolic of natural
and human based sysems on a number of fronts and presents a
diversity of contrasting elementsthat doindeed reflect thediversity
of the Province.

The Provincial Museum of Alberta said:

In summary, The PCF has done an excellent job selecting
rough fescue as the candidate grass for Alberta’s official emblem.
They have involved the public in the selection process, they
provided educational material to promote awareness of all grass
species, and they worked with awide range of stakeholders. The
final selection was based on sound ecological principles.

In concluding my remarksat thispoint in the committee stage, Mr.
Chairman, | would like to say that | look forward to any further
comments or quegtions that anyone may offer.

3:20
The Deputy Chair: Thehon. Miniger of Community Devel opment.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you to our
Member for Highwood for bringing thisimportant bill forward for
debate at this time. | just want to rise briefly and indicate my
support for thisboth as an individual and asminister responsiblefor
parks and protected areas. | think it reflects well on some of the
valuesthat weas Albertans hold with respect to our environment in
general.

Through our protected areas program, Mr. Chair, wetry to ensure
that our natural heritage remains vibrant, strong, and protected for
today and available for the future. Theintent of the designation of
aprovincia grass emblem, | believe, is to select an officia symbol
that reflects that our grassland areas and our prarie heritage are
equally important.

I know tha the fescue grass emblem will join numerous other
natural provincial emblems, which have been alluded to: thewild
rose, the lodgepole pine, the petrified wood, the great horned ow,
the Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, thebull trout, and so on. These
emblems are all important to our history in one way or another, and
they represent the basic elements of Albertathat are so important to
all of usbecause they are symbolic of thewild, the natural, and the
bountiful aspectsof our province, of which we are so proud. It was
some of thesevery first elements, of course, that werevery appealing
to our aboriginal people and that, in turn, helped attract the first
European settlers to western Canada.

Fescue grasslands, in particular, are symbolic of natural and
human-based systems, and they do host avery rich range of contrast-
ing elements, which I’m sure many members here are aware of, and
as such they do reflect the broad diversity of our province. Sofrom
anatural history point of view, Alberta is the only place in North
Americathat actually contains al three of these species of rough
fescue, which perhaps other members have referenced. This
particular grassis fairly widespread in our province, Mr. Chair, and
itisinfact found in four of the six natural regions, those being the
grassland, parkland, foothills, and Rocky Mountains.

The rough fescue ecosystems that are the subject of debate today
are also important in that they provide acritical food source group
for the winter, in particular for wildlife, including many of our big
game speciesof the prairies and of thefoothills. But from ahuman
history perspective it's difficult to understand how the parkland,
grasslend, and foothills regions of the province would have been
properly sustained from an agricultural point of view without the
rough fescue presence I’'m told and I’ ve read some storieswhere
rough fescue indeed provided critical winter feed for livestock and
helped sustain pioneering effortson the prairiesin the early days. So
extensive cover of rough fescue isan important indicator of awell-
managed rangeland.

| think that in identifying rough fescue as Alberta’ s official grass
emblem, we will contribute significantly to the conservation of our
natural grasslands and help focus atention on the human history and
the ecological history of our province. Albertans, | know, are very
proud of not only our province but alo of wha we are doing to help
protect the natural diversity of the tremendous charms that our
province hasto offer. Obviously, Mr. Chair, that isevidenced by the
success of our special places program, in which Albertans were
involved extensively in the process of nominating, identifying, and
establishing new parks and protected areas across our province, and
that extensive network has been the recipient of many accoladesover
the past year and ahalf or so.

Mr. Chair, as| begin towrap up here, | just want to addressafew
areas of the province that arevery specifically involved in oneform
or another and/or that touch on thisimportant bill. Some of theareas
that we have protected through our special program aluded to
earlier, wheredifferent types of naural prairie grass could befound,
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would include the Rumsey heritage rangeland, which isadjacent to
the Rumsey ecological reserve, and it protects the largest remaining
tract of aspen parkland in Canada, spanning thetransition from the
northern fescue grassland to the central parkland. Another areais
theMilk River natural area, which contains some of themost diverse
and least disturbed grasslands in the country. Another areais the
Hand Hills ecological reserve, whichispart of thelargest remaining
fescue grassland in the world. The Tolman Badlands heritage
rangeland preserves the northern fescue grasdands north of
Drumheller. Finaly, the Kleskun Hill natural area protects some of
the largest remnant pieces of native grassland in the Grande Prairie
area.

These successes, Mr. Chair, are indeed a result of very specid
partnerships that our government has with businesses and with
Alberta communities provincewide Volunteer efforts need to be
recognized in this respect because they, too, ae a very important
component of building on our success. Over 240 individua
stewardsand 71 steward organizations are currently involvedin the
parks and protected areas volunteer steward program. As an
example, the Peace Parkland Nauralistsassist parks and protected
areas in Grande Prairie with the promotion and management of the
KleskunHill natural area. Of equal importanceare the conservation
efforts of private landowners, which complement the provincial
protected areas and contribute to the overall conservation of the
grassland and the parkland natural regionsin Alberta.

So thisisavery timely bill, it's avery important bill, and credit
for it obviously goes to the member bringing it forward, but credit
must also go to other initiatives such as Operaion Grassland
Community, which is a stewardship, education, and partnership
program that worksdirectly with landowners, youth, and the general
public toward conservation of native prairie habitat.

Mr. Chair, in closing, the Prairie Conservation Forum hasdonean
excellentjobin helping sel ect rough fescue asthe candidate grassfor
Albertd sofficial emblem status. They have worked hard to involve
the public in this selection process, they’ve provided educational
material to promote awareness of all grass species, and they've
worked with a wide range of stakeholders in bringing this recom-
mendation forward.

I want to quickly acknowledge the contribution of our Alberta
Sport, Recreation, Parks & Wildlife Foundation and, asthe Member
for Highwood indicated, the Provincial Museum of Albertaand its
staff, who are within my ministry, for their sincere efforts as
membersof the Prairie Conservation Forum, who also asssted in the
selection of rough fescueasthe official grassand for their supportin
this recommendation.

Mr. Chair, my final sentence is simply to recognize that many
Albertans and the Prairie Conservation Forum need to be sincerely
thanked for their very hardwork and their exceptional recommenda-
tion. One way we can do that is by approving rough fescue for
designation as the official provincid grass emblem.

Thank you.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It's a
pleasure to rise in debate this aternoon and participate in the
discussion on Bill 201, Emblems of Alberta (Grass Emblem)
Amendment Act, 2003. | appreciate the hon. Member for
Highwood's answers to some of the questions that | had and
certainly fromthe previousspeaker, thehon. Minister of Community
Development. In that case, one could only say that, well, perhaps
the grass is greener on that side of the fence for a change.

When | look at this bill and | hear al hon. members of the

Assembly spesk in favour of it, | certainly see no harm in adopting
this. I'm surprised at the attention it’ s getting. When I’m ligening
to the arguments as they’'re presented, it astonishes me to look
around this Assembly and see so many members interested in
participating in this debate, yet we only, Mr. Chairman, have one
plant in the entire Assembly, on the Clerk’s table I've had the
honour and the pleasure of visiting afew Legidative Assembliesin
Canada, and certainly some of them have alot more vegetation than
just that.

3:30

| would encourage, in light of the overwhelming support this bill
is getting from government members, that perhaps it’s time that —
and this could be done in conjunction with the centennial year. It
could be a modest, inexpensive recognition of our centennid year.
| don’t want centennid years to be getting out of hand, Mr. Chair-
man, with alot of monuments and stuff being built. | would rather
schoolsand hospital sbe constructed, but what we could do perhaps
is at some point for visiting schoolchildren whenever they come to
the Assembly — it doesn’t necessarily have to bein here—we could
have an aguarium with a few bull trout in it so that the children
could see firsthand, up dose our provincial fish.

Now, we could also do something similar with alittle patch of this
rough fescuegrass. |I’'m not saying that it should bein front of the
Mace or anything like this, but certainly there could be aplace. Or
perhaps we should make a couple of square metres of rough fescue
sod or grassin the vicinity of one of the entrancesto this Assembly
so that Albertans could see for themsel ves our grass emblem, so to
speak.

I'll be brief, Mr. Chairman. In conclusion, | would urge that
perhaps we should look at a few more plants in this Assembly.
We've got one, and | think we could have a lot more. Therés
certainly room for them. Perhaps it would make the Assembly that
much more of a pleasant place, and with that | would conclude my
remarks.

It would be agood, symbolic way to mark our first 100 yearsasa
province to perhaps have a few representations. |1’ m not saying to
have, for instance, astuffed owl in this Assembly or anything of that
nature; don’t get me wrong. The public is apt to come in and get
confused and have a great deal distinguishing which constituency
that stuffed owl would be representing. It certainly wouldn’t bean
opposition congtituency.

Those are some of the thingsthat | think we should do that would
be modest and inexpensive, and we could recognize not only this
rough fescue grass but other emblems in this province. Thank you.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Highwood.

Mr. Tannas: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thanks to the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar for thegood suggestions. Actudly,
some of them were anticipated, and thereare now some examples of
rough fescuegrowingin thegardensof the Legislature, and about 20
feet from where my car is on warmer occasions parked there is a
rough fescue plant. Now it’swell buried by the snow.

There are suggestions, as well, that maybe we might have, in
addition to that plant, some of the native plants. Of course, one of
the problems with native plantsisthat they have as part of the cycle
that there has to be adormant period and a cold period as well asa
warm period, but the Native Plant Council isgoing to follow up on
those suggestions.

Thank you.

[The clauses of Bill 201 agreed to]
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[Title and preamble agreed to]
The Deputy Chair: Shall the bill be reported? Areyou agreed?
Hon. Members: Agreed.

The Deputy Chair: Opposed? Caried.
The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Chair. | would movethat we now
rise and report.

[Motion carried]
[Mr. Shariff in the chair]

Mr. Tannas: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole has had
under consideration and reports Bill 201.

The Acting Speaker: Does the Assembly concur in the report?
Hon. Members: Agreed.
The Acting Speaker: Opposed? So ordered.

head: Public Bills and Orders Other than
Government Bills and Orders
head: Second Reading

Bill 203
School (Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003

[Adjourned debae March 3: Mr. McFarland]
The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Little Bow.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When | began debate on
March 3, | indicated that the principlesof Bill 203 wereto raisethe
legal leaving age from school from 16 to 17, universally and
consistently, and a the sametime Bill 203 would eliminate the use
of attendance boards. If | could carry on from that point, Mr.
Speaker, | also wanted to reiterate that | think it should be the goal
of every parent or guardian to see that their child graduates from
high school and, hopefully, pursues some type of postsecondary
training. Thereisno denyingthefact that stayingin school increases
ayoung person’s opportunitiesin thisworld far beyond those of a
high school dropout.

Let me start by addressing the fird point: raisng the mandatory
school agefrom 16 to 17 yearsold. Opponentsto thishill will argue
that children who do not want to be in school should not be forced
to attend school. Let me ask you this, Mr. Spesgker: how many 16
year olds are mature enough at that age to fully redlize the conse-
guences of leaving school early? The notion that a child who is 16
yearsold who doesnot desireto be in the dassroom will be mature
and responsibleenough to be a productive member of the workforce
isalittlebit far-reachingin its assumption.

Another small stretch of the imagination, Mr. Speaker, is to
assume that al children who drop out before graduating will
eventually see the error of their ways or the decision that they’ve
made and return to school to earn their graduate equivalency
diploma or even to attend a vocational ingitution. These students
werenot interesed in attending when the tuition was being paid for.
How could we really bdieve tha they’ll suddenly be interested in
educating themselveswhenthetuitioniscomingdirectly out of their

back pocket? In the meantime, they’re destined for a life of
mini mum wage positions and near poverty.

Bill 203 isamovein theright direction, Mr. Spesker, and passing
itintolegidationistheright thingto do. Italsotiesinwiththegoals
of this government, the future welfare of our children, and our
children’ spromise act, that was introduced this year.

Mr. Speaker, dropout and graduation rates have long been used as
indicatorsof successin preparing studentsfor their future careersor
postsecondary education. These rates have along-term impact on
such conditions as unemployment, earning power, average income,
and quality of life | believe it's important to point out that even
young peoplewhoareonly interested in agricultural pursuitsrequire
some type of formal education. Having some experience in the
business of farming myself and recognizing how technology and
information is changing, | can speak to the need for training in this
industry.

For those young people interested in expanding their knowledge
and background in agriculture, Olds College, for instance, offers a
two-year agricultural production and management diploma. In this
program at Olds College the requirement is, at very minimum, Mr.
Speaker, a high school diploma, 55 percent in math 20 or 23, 55
percent or better in science 30. This immediatedy excludes the
individual who thought they were so smart and had to quit school
when they were 16.

Another example, one that may not be as rural but certainly
appliesto many of the younger people from urban Alberta, would be
those who want to work with children who may have experienced
difficultiesintheir lives. Lethbridge Community College, asanother
example, offers an excellent program in child and youth care.
Applicants to this program are required to have an Alberta high
school diplomaor an equivalent including aminimum of 60 percent
in each of socia studies 30, English 30, and one other 30-level
subject. A young person with these honourable goals of working
withunderprivileged childrenwill immediately feel theimpact of the
decision they made to quit school at the age of 16. They simply
won't be accepted.

3:40

Recent studies by the National Centre for Education Statistics
reported that high school dropouts were three times more likely to
receive public assistance than high school graduateswho did not go
to college. Threetimesmorelikely, Mr. Speaker, to receive public
assistance. Thisisavery telling tale. 1t speaks not only to the lost
economicactivity totheprovince aswel asto alifetime of minimum
wage, public assistance but also to the increased cost to individual
taxpayers. Producing awell-educated, diverseworkforceisintegral
to Albertd s economic success. Keeping children in school until at
least 17 years old and increasing graduation rates will help add to
Alberta' s comparative economic advantage.

The response from the Department of Learning pants such a
different picturein terms of costs. While Stats Canadafigures point
to lost productivity, the Learning department has focused their
argumentson asmadl increase in administrative costs. Accordingto
their data, historically the proportion of 16-year-old students who
stay in school for the next school year is between 75 and 80 percent.
Given this enrollment trend for 17-year-old students, the introduc-
tion of a mandatory age requirement of 17 years would create an
overall basiclearning cogt pressureof approximately $43 million for
basic instructiond grant funding and system administration. How
can one even begin to put a price tag on the value of an education?
It isthecost of, and I'll quote, not, unquote, providing a high level
of education for our children that’s truly more measurable.

New Brunswick isthe only province in Canada, Mr. Speaker, for
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thoseinterested, who has rai sed the minimum mandatory school age
above 16. OnJuly 1, 1999, New Brunswick through their Education
Act required children to stay in school until they graduateor turn 18
yearsold, and the results havebeen very encouraging. 1n2000-2001
their dropout rate had fallen by 25 percent since 1993, when it stood
at 3.8 percent. Thisindicates that this type of legislation will keep
children in school. Studies have continually shown that keeping
children in school for longer periods increases their likelihood of
continuing to apostsecondary institution.

I’d like now to turn my attention to address ng the second point of
Bill 203: applying the agerequirement universaly and consistently.
Section 13(5) of the School Act prescribeswho can be excused from
mandatory attendance and for what reasons. Bill 203 proposes to
strike section 13(5) fromthe School Act. Under Bill 203 reasonable
exceptions to attendance rules will remain unchanged. These
exceptions include absences for sickness, recognized holidays,
suspensions, expulsion, even those gudents who've graduated from
school prior to the age of 17, those students who some call gifted

Thethirdissuel’d like to addressregarding Bill 203 involves the
elimindion of the attendance boards. Currently under 15(1) of the
School Act attendance boards represent the ultimate authority in
resolving truancy issues. Attendance boards were established to
provide an dterndive to the immediate use of the courts for
enforcement of the compulsory atendance.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | encourage your support.

The Acting Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to have an
opportunity to speak insupport of Bill 203, the School (Compulsory
Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. If wego back and look at the
history of compulsory atendance lawsin our country and acrossthe
continent, the purpose has been pretty clear, and that's to prepare
youth to be productive members of our society and, more impor-
tantly, maybe in some instances to create an informed citizenry, a
citizenry that can take part and can guide our democracy. So those
two goals, to make them productive members and to create an
informed citizenry, | think have been vdid goals in the past, and
they’recertainly valid goals for this hill.

I think for me the important thing about the bill isthat it helps to
establish the socid norm tha you finish high school, and there's
been some research that would support the notion that the context
within which a law like this operates is very important, and the
message that it gives youth in our province is that high school
graduation is @ minimum requirement. We'll hear the arguments,
I’m sure, opposing this bill, Mr. Speaker, that talk about the
difficulties of keeping youngsters who don’t want to be in school
there, but | think that that’ s awhole different argument and needsto
be addressed by itsdf, apart from the compul sory atendance law. |
think that it is really important that we pass thislaw, but even more
important is what is done in schools based on the knowl edge we
already haveto prevent the problemfromoccurringin thefirst place.
What can we do in schools 9 that the times that the compul sory
attendance law hasto be invoked are minimized?

I think that if you look at some of the research on, for instance,
who stays in school, there’ s some good evidence that dropout rates
in small schools are lower thanthose in large schools If you attend
a small high school, there's a pressure on you to be part of the
culture of that small school. You're forced to take part in the
photography club and be on the schoolbook coundil, a number of
activities—you haveto be on the basketball team; you have to be on
the footbal team — if those settings are going to work in a high
school. So there's great pressure on students in small high schools

to take part in school life, and it’ sthat engagement tha we know is
one of the factors, a contributing factor, in keeping youngstersin
school and having them complete high school. We have to work to
try to get that balance so that the pressure toleave school isbalanced
overwhdmingly in favour of the pressures to gay in school, and |
think that that’s an important aspect of the whole problem.

We know that it's informed parents whose youngsters are more
likely to stay in school. By informed parentsl mean parentswho are
engaged with the school, the purposes of the school, who work at
home to affect their youngster’ s attitude towards school and school
performance, and it doesn’t mean that they have to sit down and do
the math 30 homework for youngsters. All they have to do as a
minimum is to ask what’s going on, to question youngsters about
what’s happening in school. “How’s your progress in this area?
What kinds of things are you engagedin?’ It’sthat kind of activity
that leads to youngsters staying in school dong with the kind of
emotional support that parents can provide.

Weknow that parental educational attainment hassomethingto do
with whether youngsters stay in school. If your parents completed
to 10th grade, then the chances arethere won't be as much pressure
on you to complete high school aschildreninfamilieswhereparents
are high school graduates. An important aspect of this bill is that it
does make it, as | said before, the norm that you compl ete high
school.

Y oungstersthat arepositively engaged in extracurricul ar activities
aremore likely to stay in school than those who aren’t. 'Y ou know,
if we'rerealy serious about the problem of dropouts, then we have
tolook at what’ s happening in schools and what kinds of opportuni-
tiesarethere provided for extracurricular activities and to make sure
that when there are pressures on school funding thoseextracurricular
programs are not secrificed inthe name of savingmoney. They have
an important role in helping youngsters avoid being at risk for
dropping out. Those activities create a network that drawvs young-
stersin and helpsto keep them in school. We know that youngsters
living with both biol ogical parents are morelikely to complete high
school. If you have a higher family income, you're more likely to
stay in school. If your parents are employed, you' re more likely to
stay in school. So there areanumber of family factorswhere | think
schools, by theprogramsthat they havein place, can hd p youngsers
stay in school.

3:50

We know that social bonding, educational engagement, achieve-
ment that pays off eventually in employment are important factors
for youngsters that stay in schools, and we also know that schools
that provide ahaven for younggers from home probl emsand aplace
forvocational training programs, opportunitiesto build rel ationships
—those are the youngsters tha stay in school.

So we have some pretty good notions of the characteristics of
youngsters that do stay in school, and it’'s those characteristics that
| think we have to build on. This law will cause schools to look
maybe more serioudly at those programs Those characteristics |
think are important in building programs that will help youngsters
stay in school and again, as | said, build that very important norm,
that the minimum in our province is staying for the completion of
high school.

We can start things very, very early, Mr. Speaker. We know, for
example, that you can predict even as ealy askindergarten who's
going to drop out. We know that youngsters that are engaged in
disruptive behaviour isoneindicator that youngsters might possibly
drop out of school. Youngsters who exhibit aggressive behaviour
that goes unrestrained inthe early years of school isanother possible
predictor of someone who may want to leave school before they
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complete high school, and we get caught up in condemning social
promotion as being something very bad, but it's also one of the
surest predictorsthat someone will drop out of schoal if they have
been retained by at least one grade. So by hol ding youngsters back,
we makethe probability of them droppingout of high school higher.
There' sthe whole notion of poor dtitudes to school, whether that
comesfrom the home or it’s allowed to be fostered with the school
itself. That leads to younggers opting to leave school earlier or
trying to.

There are a number of youngsterswho are not mature enough to
make the connection between high school completion, finishing
school, and better economic opportunities down the road. The
previous speaker mentioned some of the costs that we all pay for
those youngsters not being ableto make that connection, and | think
it's good to question the ability of 16 year olds to make that
connection.

Thanks, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Highwood.

Mr. Tannas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t’smy pleasuretoday torise
and speak @ second reading to Bill 203, School (Compulsory
Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003, which is an act to amend the
School Act and is sponsored by the hon. Member for Little Bow.

Mr. Speaker, education is an absol ute necessity in thispart of the
21st century. It'svery difficult for children in today’ s world to get
employment and, better yet, to be able to reman employed without
at the very least a high school diploma. This being the case, there
are till far too many children in Alberta who are not completing
their high school education. | wonder whether thisis duein part to
the fact that our laws are, | guess you could say, lenient on those
who wish to drop out of school. Currently any child in Albertawho
is of the age of 16 is able to drop out of school uncontested by the
truancy offidials that we may have here, and | think that's probably
in today’ s world quite unacceptable.

Worse than that though, Mr. Speaker and hon. members, is the
fact that many are able to leave school on their 15th birthday. It
takes two or three months, if we are considering it, following the
15th birthday when they don’t show up to school beforethey appear
on thetruancy list. By thetimethetruancy officer givesthe parents
proper registered letter notice, authorized notice, if the proper
address can be located, to present their child at the school that heor
she is supposed to be in, two, three, four months can pass, and
finally the truancy officer sees tha thisis not bearing any fruit and
takesthe caseto court. That may take two or three or more months
to get adate for the court. By the time the case comes to court, in
this circumstance the child may be well past their 16th birthday, in
which case the matter has to be dropped. But let ussay, by chance,
that if the case gets to the court before the 16th birthday, the court
may rulethat there are only six weeks, five weeks, four weeks, seven
weeks|eft and it’ s not worth whilefor that child, who has missed all
of the school snce their 15th birthday. If there’s only this limited
period of time in the school year, it’ s not worth whileissuing acourt
order to forcethat child to return to the classroom. Having beenin
the education system for 27 years and being a school administrator
for a considerable period of that time, | know that truancy officers
for those kindsof individualsthat I’ ve just described are loath to try
and do anything about it, because by thetimeit getsto court, it’ snot
worth their while.

So, Mr. Speaker, as dropout rates continue to be high in our
learning system in Alberta, we must look for ways to encourage
children from even considering the option to drop out. Bill 203 is
asmall step in fighting the dropout battle. Its main valueisthat it

will raisethelegal dropout age from 16 to 17 and the de facto rateto
16 from 15. I’'m not sure that this bill really goes far enough, as |
personally would support 18 years, but it's asmall step in theright
direction. | don't think that a 17 year old is all that much further
alongin the maturity scaleto make thedecision to say or not stay in
school than a 16 year old, but there are some statisticsto say that this
ageis abetter choice than 16.

The most important thing that we must realize is that a student
whois 17 isoneyear closer to graduaion than a student who might
be 16, and this could go an extremely long way in a teenager’'s
decision-making process. If they are thinking about dropping out,
they may ultimately decide againstit if they feel they aretoo closeto
graduatingto quit. They may only have six or eight monthsleft until
graduation when they turn 17, so they continue on. Or as the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods suggested, the sports programs
often keep people in for a considerable period of time, and thet isa
bonus.

Aswe debatethe meritsof thebill, I’ d like to turn to some success
stories in other provinces and states that have had a higher lega
dropout age. Granted we will not be able to keep every single child
in school, but if our legislation keeps one more child in high school
until they have completed, then that will have served some purpose.

4:00

In Canada, Mr. Spesker, there’'s only one province — it's been
mentioned by the hon. Member for Little Bow — that has alegal
dropout age that is higher than 16, that being, of course, New
Brunswick. The province of New Brunswick has a record of a
steady decline in dropout rates since 1993 and even more so since
their legislaion, adropout rate that issomewhere around 2.8 percent
for Anglophone students and 3.1 percent for Francophone. Thisis
aremarkably small number of students dropping out when trying to
find Alberta’ s dropout rate to compare the two.

| found many different and conflicting numbersfor our province.
Some pegged therate at 18 percent, some pegged it alittle lower at
8 percent, and the general statistic that is found isthat the dropout
rateisaround 13 percent. Whatever rate, it’s much higher than New
Brunswick’s, and | find that embarrassing, and it must be embarrass-
ing for the other eight provinces as well. We must ask ourselves,
then: is our average rate higher because the legal dropout age is
lower? If thisisthe case, then we would beseriously consideringthe
importance and the implications of this bill, Bill 203, the School
(Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003.

Another stateisKansas. A child canleave high school beforethey
graduate and before they turn 18 if and only if they are at least 16
years of age and have written consent from their parents, guardian,
or the court for their withdrawal, and that has proven to close the
dropout rate down to lessthan 3 percent. Apparently inthelast year
for which we have statistics, it's fallen to 2 percent in Kansas, and
that, of course, is an incredibly low figure, Mr. Spesaker.

The state of Maine has a very low dropout rate. In fact, it has
stayed below the 5 percent mark since 1985 in both the public and
the private sysems, and in 2001 the dropout rate was 3.07 percent,
afar cry, then, from that found in most provinces now in Canada,
including, of course, Alberta.

So | think, Mr. Speeker, datistics show that the higher the
mandatory school age for children, the morelikely they will stay in
school and complete their diplomas, and this, | would suggest,
should be our god. It may seemtrivial to switch the legd dropout
age from 16 to 17, but | believe the positives far outweigh any
negativesthat might be offered. Asl mentioned, | would supportthe
age of 18 werethat to be proposed.

If we passBill 203 —and | feel we should —1 think we would see
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the benefits within the next five years. | imagine a province where
our dropout rate islower than 5 percent and students choose to stay
in school because they know they want to and, of course, are
required to do so. Bill 203 will help keep students in school until
they are close enough to graduation, and therefore if they have any
thoughts of dropping out, they may well change their minds and
refuseto quit school becausethey areso closetotheend. Thatisthe
difference between a 16 year old and a 17 year old: the latter is so
much closer to finishing. | know that most children will make the
proper decison if given the chance and the direction.

| fully endorse Bill 203 and ask all of my colleagues to votein
favour of thisimportant bill. Thank you.

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It isindeed a
pleasure to rise this afternoon to speak to Bill 203, the School
(Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003, and | would like
to compliment the Member for Little Bow for bringing this forward.
It is abill that | think islong overdue and it is a bill that many
people in this province wdcome, particularly those parents in the
province who happen to have those children who at the age of 15 or
16 have certainly lost interest in school. 1t svery difficult for those
parents — and in a number of casesit can be single parents— to get
these children motivated to go to school. So | think that from that
very standpoint, if we asaprovincemakethisapriority that we want
childrenin school for that extrayear, certainly wewill seethe effects
of thistype of legislation over time.

[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

Most of it, Mr. Speaker, iscertainly just achange in attitude. We
have seen anumber of billsin this Legidature that have been passed
where initially we did not see the effect. | think of bills, whether
they bethe wearing of seat belts in automobiles, where at onetime
wedid not have many that wore their seat betsto apoint now where
wehave quiteafew peoplethat wear seat beltsand, | think, probably
in ever increasing numbers that do. Just recently, we passed
legislation in this House which would require young people under
the age of 18 to wear bike helmets and, of course, without doing a
scientific study, | would have to say that when | drive the streetsin
the summer, | certainly see a greater percentage of young people
wearing helmets. So | think that through legislation this is astart.
Thisisastart. | don’t think that students will gay in school just
because we have legidation, but they do have to. Legislation will
give usatool fromwhich to sart.

A placeto gart, first of all, istolook at why students drop out of
school. When we look at sudents dropping out of school, truancy
is usualy the first step towards a lifetime of problems, and this is
certainly backed up by a study tha was done at Florida Sate
University. They haveidentified many, many factorsassociaed with
dropouts. The other findings that the study has found: the average
annual income of dropouts was less than one-half of high school
graduates and half of wdfarefamilies were headed by dropoutsand
half of the prison popul ation werefrom thesefamilies. So, certainly,
we look at dropout rates in high school. We compare those to the
rates of unemployment. We also look at the low status and low-
payingjobsthat these types of peopleend upwith, and, Mr. Spesker,
this would lead to the disenfranchisement from society of these
people, and that isa key, key factor when we look at why students
don’'t want to stay in school.

When we ook at studies that are done even in this province, Mr.
Speaker, | ook at astudy called Shaping Y oung People into Good

Citizens. It is a sudy conducted in 2001 by the Alberta School
Boards Association, and what they did for this particular study was
they toured the province and they interviewed many, many people
and they had many other people who certainly provided feedback.
They had used any number of vehiclesto gather feedback, including
an on-line survey, an Ipsos-Red omnibus poll, direct contact with
elected officialsand provincial assodiations, and local consultation
at the school and school system level. One of the things that they
found out was that Albertans agree on the skills sudents need in
order to become good citizens. There were skills such as thinking
skills, problem-solving skills, social skills, and leadership skillsthat
were identified as critical for young people to have if they are to
become good citizens. Agan, to becomegood citizens, | think one
of the things we have to do is start that involvement with the
community at avery early age.

Now, as wdl, we have programs in this province, early-start
programs, which deal with hi gh-risk students. Welook, for example,
at therecent studies and recent activities at North Edmonton school.
We seethat in programsthat i dentify studentswho are goingto have
difficulty along the way, programs that are initiated at the primary
level in elementary education, these students have improved
immensely over previous classs in the school.  So, certainly, by
giving these students success at an early age, we raise their self-
image. Weraise thelevel of confidence in those young individuals
and with the success the probability that those students will remain
in school increases.

4:10

Aswell, we look at other areas where we can help sudents, and
thisis certainly in a variety of ways. One of those in the school
setting isthat we offer academic achievement classes. We certainly
have the means and the tests now so that we can identify students
who are having difficulty and in what areas they are having diffi-
culty. If we can provide those programsin atimely manner at the
first possible opportunity, then the chances of those students not
slipping through the cracks and not being left behind are much,
much greater.

Now, then, we also have heard it said many, many times that it
takes a community to raise a child. | think it is also critical, Mr.
Speaker, when we are looking at keeping children in school, that,
you know, we have those opportunities and those activities in the
community that give students the opportunity to take part. It gives
them the opportunity to feel wanted, and it certainly provides asafe
environment, which | think is something that we want to ensurein
our schools.

We' ve been relatively lucky, | think, in Canada with the safe
environment that most of our students do experience when they
attend school, and | think this is critical. | look at the city of
Edmonton, where they have just brought in legidation on bullying
becausethisiscertainly something that they want to eliminate. Itis
something that they’ ve identified as a potential problem, and itisa
problemin someareas, and they want to makeasafeenvironment for
students. | think that if we do provide a safe environment for
studentsin school, then their desire to stay in school, their desire to
achieve in school certainly grows. Without a doubt, Mr. Speaker,
the biggest payoff that we get for our investmentsinthis provinceis
with our students. Students that stay in school, students that learn,
students that see learning as a lifelong god and something that’s to
be enjoyed, not to be endured, are commendable. Itis certainly an
investment that will pay the greatest dividends down theroad.

Now, then, inthissame sudy that | mentioned earlier fromFlorida
State Univerdty, they found that there is no single approach that
works for everyone. [Mr. Bonner’s speaking time expired]
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| thank the Legislature very much for this opportunity, Mr.
Speaker, and | would hopethat everybody in this Legislaturewould
support thisbill. Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Wainwright.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is an honour and a
pleasuretorisetoday insupport of Bill 203, the School (Compul sory
Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003, sponsored by the very honour-
able Member for Little Bow.

Mr. Speaker, asweall know, the purpose of Bill 203 istoincrease
the mandatory school attendanceagefrom 16to 17 yearsold, andI’d
like to point out that regardless of some members opinions, thisbill
will not apply to me as| am of voting age.

Mr. Horner: You won't have to resgn?

Mr. Griffiths: No. | won't have to resign.

I’d like to gress to this Assembly that | firmly believe that Bill
203isastepintherightdirection, and | encourage this Assembly to
view Bill 203 as astep towards a bright and successful future, Mr.
Speaker. Thepoint as| seeitisto ensurethat Albertd s children are
provided with the necessary options and opportunities to be
successful. Bill 203 isabout the success of Albertans, their children
and grandchildren, and the success of this province.

The commitment to children is clearly evident in this province.
For instance, Alberta s Promise is directed to creating an environ-
ment that will allow children, youth, and studentsto succeed. Mr.
Speaker, the commitment that has been made includes concern for
the health and safety of Alberta’schildren and youth at homeand in
the community. Our commitment also includes the promise that
every child receives an education and has support, care, and
guidance from at least one caring adult as well as open doors so that
they can make a difference and serve others. This overall commit-
mentisexpressed partly through our education system. | believethat
Bill 203, like other policies, is directed towards the success of our
children and the students of this province. They are our most
precious resource, and it is our responsibility to help in developing
that resource to its fullest potential.

Oneof thegovernment’ shighed prioritiesisto secureabright and
successful futurefor all children and youth. Success can be viewed
in many different ways, and I’m certain that if you were to ask each
and every member in this Assembly today what success meant to
them, you would not get the same answer twice 1I'm willing to
guarantee that more often than not the root of any one person’s
definition of success is: sIf-development, self-improvement,
knowledge, and education.

If I may, I'd liketo share with the Assembly a passage that | once
read: that man isasuccesswho thinkshis own thoughts, who setshis
own course, who lives by his own standards and creates his own
destiny. | firmly believeinwhat | just read, Mr. Speaker. However,
| alsofirmly believethat society, government, and, mostimportantly,
family play alargerolein preparing children, youth, and studentsfor
the roads they will travel. It is the responsibility of mentors,
teachers, and family to prepare today' s youth for what lies ahead,
guiding them in making good life choices and decisions. By doing
this, we ensure that they will succeed on their own, being their own
person, thinking their own thoughts, and creating their own destiny.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta's learning system is outstanding. Our
teachersare caring and kind. Our students have excelled at national
and internationd levels Our curriculum is one of a kind and
improving every day. Our education system should not be taken for
granted. We have a responsibility to ensure that students don’t

lightly defer the opportunities and optionsthat are provided for them
by our education system. In 1981 only 60 percent of all 19 year olds
in Albertacompleted high school, which iscompared to 65 percent
of all 19 year olds across Canada. Five years later, in 1986, Al-
berta’ shigh school completion rate for 19 year olds had risen to 64
percent but Canada’s average for the same group was 68 percent.
Ten years later, in 1996, 68 percent of Albertans aged 19 years had
completed high school while Canadd s average of 72 percent for the
same age group was again higher.

Albertaisthefinancial envy of our country. Our balanced budget
and debt-freefutureis something we areall proud of and can passon
to our children. It istime to strive for excellence in other areas as
well. | commend Alberta Learning's 2002-2005 business plan,
which has set atarget for improving high school completion ratesfor
19year oldsfrom72 percentto 75 percent. |’ d alsoliketo recognize
theeffortsthat have been madein providing opportunitiesfor mature
studentswho may haveleft school beforethey obtained adiplomaor
want to upgrade their classes to enter a postsecondary institution.
For whatever reason, | commend the work that they have done to
ensurethat al Albertans have access to the education they deserve.

Mr. Spesker, times are changing. The technology advancements
that have occurred in the past 20 years areamazing, to say the least.
These advancements have aso drastically changed the world in
which we live. Thirty years ago things were a lot simpler. Your
father taught you how to farm, just as hisfather had taughthim. Y ou
could fix your own car from what you'd learned in shop class or
fromworking on your dad’s car, though lots of usgot in trouble for
it.

| believe that the success of any person is dependent on their
knowledge, and when it comesto knowledge, the moreyou have, the
better off you will be. Alberta’'s market is competitive on a global
scale, and if this province is going to succeed, Albertans have to
succeed. A high school educationwill givetoday' syouth the option
to continue their studies a a postsecondary ingitution. They may
not decide to follow that path right away after graduation, but they
will havethat option. To be competitive in aglobal marketplace, the
products that Alberta produces need to be of the highest quality.
Those high-quality products come from research and passing that
information on to producers, whether it’s a mechanic, afarmer, a
construction worker, a nurse, a doctor, an engineer, or any other
trade or occupation. Themarket iscontinually changing, and to stay
competitive, we have to change with it, which means learning the
most you can of the newes material you can all the time.

Mr. Speaker, welivein atime when the phrase“lifelong learners”
is common. As ateacher | heard tha quite often. We don't just
teach our students about factsand figuresand numbers; weteach our
students how to learn and that they must continually learn to evolve
to keep pace with today’s soci ety.

Bill 203 ensures that Albertd s youth will have the option to stay
competitive. The statistics show that the longer a student staysin
school, the more likely they are to complete high school and the
more likely they are to appreciate learning throughout their lives.
Let Bill 203 bethefirst step in providing the opportunity of success
for al Alberta students.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

4:20

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle
Downs.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’san honour to join the
debate in support of Bill 203, the School (Compulsory Attendance)
Amendment Act, 2003, sponsored by the hon. Member for Little
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Bow. | cannot think of any reason why a teenager should not bein
school. Thefact isthat some high school students think mandatory
attendance isn’t such abig deal. Bill 203 makes it a big deal by
amending the School Act to make it harder to avoid pendty for
deliberately leaving school eerly.

| understand tha there are various social and economic pressures
on teenagers and that there have always been instances where
students have had to leave school before graduation to attend to
other matters. Whatever the reason, it is an undeniable fact that the
best place for young peopleisin theclassroom. | don’t think young
people are aware of the lifelong negative consequences of terminat-
ing their educaion early. Mr. Speaker, | struggled with this
temptation when | was in school, but | chose to stay in high school
and completed a degree in education.

As an educator | have seen the dramatic consequences when
studentsfailed to completetheir basic education. My experience as
ateacher and the studies done on the undereducated have reveaed
two unmistekable facts. Frst, there are clear connections between
low education and low income, and there are a0 connections
between low educaion and poor overall health. Alberta steachers,
school adminidrators, trustees, and the Alberta government have
worked very hard to build one of the most successful and dynamic
education systems in the world. All of the hard work, careful
planning, and dedication means nothing if students aren’t in the
classroom.

[Mr. Shariff in the chair]

Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 may be viewed by some as simply sweating
thesmall stuff. After all, forcing teenagersto stay in school doesnot
guaranteethat they will actually embracetheir education opportuni-
ties. But raising the mandatory attendance age to 17 sends a clear
message, urging students to stay within their studies. Students who
ignore mandatory atendance and any parent that allows this to
happen must realize that there are dozens of learning opportunities
in the Alberta educaion system. As we al know, students have
always been able to choose from avariety of options in addition to
their required courses. Optional courses are designed to provide
opportunities for students to explore other areas of interest and
possiblecareer opportunities. Therange of optional courses offered
in Alberta variesfrom school to school, depending on such factors
as student and parent preferences, appropriate fecilities, and
adequate staffing. For example, Alberta provides 22 career and
technol ogy studies programs, ranging from agriculture and forestry
to community health or lega studies. The fine art programs,
comprised of art, drama, and music, encourage and devel op personal
expresson through artistic activities. Students have the opportunity
to explorevisual expressionand establish thegroundwork for artistic
skills.

Aborigina courses provide students with aframework to under-
stand diverse aboriginal cultures within their region, their country,
and the world. Amiskwady Academy is the best example of the
Alberta government’s commitment to educating aboriginal youth.
Theacademy isopento any student with aninterestin understanding
the values and traditions of aboriginal culture. The unique mix of
programming options and activities and events and persond
guidance is designed to give students an opportunity to understand
and appreciateAlberta srich aboriginal history whilepreparingthem
for the challenges in the future.

The registered apprenticeship program, Mr. Speaker, sends
students into the world of work, where students spend part of their
time in school and pat of their time in industry as registered
apprentices in one of Alberta s 50 designated trades. The RAP

program continues to be an incredible success in Alberta because
students apply concepts learned in school to their career as an
apprentice.

Thegreen certificate, Mr. Speaker, for senior high school students
allowsstudentsin grades 10, 11, and 12 to participate in agriculture-
related apprenticeships, earn credits, and complete atechnical level
of a green certificate in any of the seven specializations Alberta
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development and Alberta Learning
jointly adminigter the green certificate program. Many senior high
schools organize special career development activities such as
mentoring, job shadowing portfolios, and other career fairs.

Mr. Speaker, | could spend all &ternoon ligting possibleeducation
options for Alberta’ s high school students, but for the sake of time
and patience of my colleagues | would like to briefly touch on the
most important reason that young people should gay in school: the
integration of technology. Children arelearning to use many forms
of technology from a very early age. By the time a student reaches
high school, they are expected to perform complex research and
explainthe advantages and disadvantagesof using different forms of
information accessed through various forms of electronic media
High school students learn to assess the authority, reliability, and
validity of electronically accessed information. As Albertans
become moredependent on technol ogy, young people must havethe
critical thinking skills necessary to sort through information in order
to makeproper decisions. | would also liketo remind this Assembly
that the Alberta Supernet will soon be operational in all provincial
buildings. Supernet will open its doors for education that issimply
not possible to do anywhere else in Canada.

Mr. Speaker, technology is here to stay. In fact, it will continue
to play amuch larger rolein the future. Studentslearn thebasicsin
high school, and without abasi c undergtanding of technol ogy young
people will be lost. Thankfully, Alberta Learning has designed a
curriculum that helps students to part the waters of the sea of
information. But al of the work teachers put into lesson plans
becomesmeaning essif studentsaren’t encouraged to stay in school .
Alberta s teachers are hardworking, passionate, and dedicated men
and women committed to the best interests of their students, but
teacherscan only do so much. | believe that parents must a so share
this commitment to youth. Changing the legal age of mandatory
attendance from 16 to 17 may not seemlike aSgnificant adjustment
at first; however, raisingthe ageof mandatory attendanceand raising
the expectations of |ocal boards should al so raise theexpectations of
parentsto encouragetheir childrento stay in school. Schoolsarenot
meant to be holding areas for young people until they reach the age.
Albertans must realize that people need to achieve the highest level
of education possible. Failing to do so results in an underskilled
workforce and an underachieving province.

I would liketo thank the hon. Member for Little Bow for bringing
Bill 203 forward. | realizethat raisng the mandatory attendance age
from 16 to 17 will not guarantee a hundred percent high school
completion ratein Alberta, but thisbill doesnot operatein isolation.
There are many learning options for students that accompany the
scores of classes. Keeping studentsin school for one moreyear will
help the overdl goal of developing well-prepared learners for
lifelong learning, the world of work, and citizenship.

Finaly, Mr. Speaker, | believe that every opportunity must be
madeto ensure that young adults reach their full potential. Bill 203
amendsthe School Act and sends aclear messagethat Albertaneeds
young people to succeed in school. Alberta’s future begins in the
classroom. | think that every reasonable attempt must be made to
ensure that young people redize their full potential. | urge all
colleagues in this Assembly to vote in support of this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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4:30
The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Mr. Cao: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is with great
pleasurethat | risetoday and speak in support of Bill 203, the School
(Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. | would like to
commend the MLA for Little Bow for bringing this legislation
forward for discussion and debate. It is an important topic that
affectsnot only Alberta’ syouth, but it hasfar-reaching consequences
that encompass the rest of our province.

With the passage of this bill the mandatory attendance age would
increase from 16 to 17 years old. This policy would extend its
application across the province, enforcing attendance requirements
withlimited provisionsfor exceptions. Thishill would also abolish
the use of attendance boards, placing the authority and jurisdiction
with the local school board to ensure student attendance The
overall goal of the bill isto raise the number of Alberta youth who
complete secondary education.

Mr. Speaker, let me put some strategic thinking on the matter.
Indeed, weareliving in aglobal, competitive economy. Our qudity
of living depends on our abilitiesand competitiveness As Canadi-
ans and Albertans we have been enjoying an advantage of being
ahead. However, others are catching up. The gap is reducing fast.
Our muscles cannot compete with the low costs of the multitudesin
other parts of the world. We need to push ahead, literally, with our
heads. It has become evident that the individuals who do not
complete high school have a harder time securing decent-paying
jobs. The gap in opportunities between students who drop out and
those who graduate iswidening, and we are finding that more entry-
level, trade-specific jobs require a minimum of high school gradua-
tion.

Wearelivinginanincreasingly knowledge-based economyin our
society. The skillsrequired to work and live are changing rapidly.
These aterations and modifications have extensive implications on
equitable participation and social cohesion. As a society we are
experiencing a shift in the skill structure and employment require-
mentstaking place across our province, throughout the country, and
even around the world.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to frequent unemployment or low-level
employment, students who do not complete high school are at risk
to experience a plethora of personal and social problems. It is
apparent that young people who do not complete high school face
many more problems later in life than those who graduate. More-
over, in many instances students that drop out of high school
ultimately end up causing the community many longer term prob-
lems. Numerous studies and research establish that the earlier the
grade from which a sudent drops out from high school, the less
likely the student will ever graduate The closer the student is to
completion, the greater the chance of receiving that diploma
Students that go back to complete secondary school often discover
that it's more difficult and usually more costly. Students find it
tougher to get back into the routine of school once they have been
away from the education environment. Inturn, individuds that go
back usually attend colleges which are for high school courses for
studentsto upgrade and attain the diploma However, these courses
are offered for a considerable fee. Bill 203 aims to keep more
students in school, thus increasing the chances of successful
secondary graduation.

Mr. Speaker, youths dropping out of school are not basng their
decisions primarily on grades. Granted, some students leaving
secondary education have poor or failing marks, but thisonly makes
up 10 percent of those dropping out. Many students have excellent
and superior grades. Thirty percent of high school dropouts in

Albertahold A or B averages. Therefore it is apparent that the
individuals leaving school are not doing so because they ae
struggling with their marks.

Students may decide to drop out of school for any number of
reasons. Thesereasonsmay indude helpingtheirfamiliesor garting
families of their own, which usually appears to make sense & the
time. Decisons are a so supported by the people closest to them.
Therefore, individual sfeel tha leavingschool isafavourablechoice.
However, the consequences of not graduating are vast and can be
severe. More often than not most 15 and 16 year olds do not realize
or comprehend the outcomes stemming from their actions. These
individuals truly believe they know what is best for them. Adoles-
centsneed guidance. They do not have the grasp of whét lies ahead.
Our youth need to be prepared as best as possible in an ever
changing economy with no guarantees.

Mr. Speaker, the gap between dropouts and more educated
individualsis expanding as opportunitiesincrease for higher skilled
workers, thus disappearing for the less skilled. The labour market
appears dismal for young people that do not complete secondary
education. According toastudy by Human Resources Devel opment
Canada, dropouts, when compared to graduates, encounter unem-
ployment, low incomes, increased dependencies on unemployment
insurance, social insurance, and family allowances. Without ahigh
school diplomamost dropoutswill end upin either dead-end jobsor
relyingon public supports. Once theindividua makesthe choice of
leaving school, it may be difficult to escape from the economic and
educational circumstances. Dropouts are restricted in their choices
of job opportunities thus, it becomes imperative for students to
graduate. Increasng the mandatory attendance age would raise the
likelihood of more students obtaining their diploma

One issue that needs to be addressed when looking at Alberta’s
young peopl e and secondary education isthe noncompletion rateor,
inversely, the number of individual s graduating from high school in
Alberta.  The noncompletion rate is 25 percent. Nationally 18
percent of young adults areleaving high school without graduati ng.
These are not numbers that our province or our country should be
proud of. Noncompletion rates have been decreasing across the
province and the country; however, these numbersare ill too high.

Severa jurisdictions in the United States have increased their
mandatory age requirementsto 17 and 18 years old to augment the
completion success of secondary education. New Brunswick
remains the only province with a mandatory attendance of over 16
years. Students are required to attend until they graduate or until
they turn 18. These initiaives have proven effective in the New
Brunswick education system. The province has experienced a
declinein dropout rates and an increase in student graduation rates.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta's education system ranks over other
provinces as having the best performers. Charts of national test
resultsand aptitude scores place Alberta above the other provinces.
However, we need to addresstheissue of our province shigh school
noncompletion rate. Alberta has one of the highest dropout rates
when compared to other provincesin the country. It will not matter
that our education system is the best in the world if one-quarter of
our youth are not able to reap the reward from it.

| encourage my colleagues to votefor the bill. Thank you.

4:40
The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Mr. McClelland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Our colleague from
Little Bow, when he brought this bill to the Legidature, | think,
touched on a very important nerve, and that is the importance of
education to the citizens of Alberta and in a larger sense the
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importance of education to the citizens of Canada Particularly, it
gave those of usin the government an opportunity to speak to the
notion of education ingeneral and of our commitment to education
and of the acknowledgment of theimportance of educationin acivil
society. So Bill 203 isin my estimation a very important piece of
legislation that goes far beyond the notion of merely keeping
youngsters in school one additional year, although that one addi-
tional yearisvery, veryimportant and doesreflect the differencethat
a year makes over perhaps 40 years as our economy and as our
culture has evolved, particularly in recent times.

Now, we often speak anecdotally about Albertaor thefuturebeing
aknowledge-based economy and of theimportance of investmentin
a knowledge-based economy for the future of our province. We're
going to have to make the invesment in a knowledge-based
economy if were to profit from it, and that investment is going to
have to be at two levels. Oneis the investment at an educational
infrastructure level and an investment in the dollars that go to fund
education, both studentsand teachers, and the other istheinvestment
in the ideathat knowledge is a driver of theeconomy. In Albertain
the next generation we' re going to be coming to grips with the fact
that our economy has evolved from a resource-based economy to a
knowledge-based economy, and it will be the gpplication of
knowledge in a knowledge-based economy which will be the driver
of the economy in the next generation.

| see members opposite waving in encouragement and saying:
right on; glad you finally touched that nerve. Thisis wherewe need
to have this debate in our province. Are we going to make the
investment in postsecondary education so s to be able to benefit
down the road from the innovation and eureka science that comes
out of theinvestment in educaion, and where is that going to come
from?

Well, Mr. Speaker, we in Canada are a branch plant economy.
There are very few head offices in our country as compared to any
other country intheworld. Albertarelativeto therest of Canadahas
very few head offices. Investment in research, particularly at a
postsecondary education level, does hot come from corporations, by
and large, in Canadaand specifically not in Alberta. Sothereisonly
one place for that investment to come from, and that's from the
public purse. That'swhy we must as a government and as a people
make an investment in postsecondary and education as awhole.

Now, this specific piece of legislation says that we are going to
encourage youngstersto stay in school, and previous speakers from
both sides of the House have very clearly made the economic
argument about how important itisfor youngstersto stay in school.
Membersopposite and members on the same side of the House have
quoted statistics that have clearly indicated that with every year of
school achieved, the increase in income rises exponentially. It's
incredible to see statisticsthat tell usthat every year in school will
raise the income opportunity of an individual by something in the
order of 8 percent. What better investment can be made?

Now, we know that staying in school, particularly for some
familiesand someindividuals, isdifficult. Aswasthe case madeby
members on the other side of the aisle, economic opportunity and
economicadvantage has some statistical evidenceto do with whether
or not younggters will stay in school. The best indicator of whether
or not a child will go to university or will graduate from university
isnot the amount of money that’ s avail able intermsof student loans
or the tuition that’s required; the best indicator of whether or not a
child will go to university is whether or not their parents have gone
to university. Tha'sthe kind of world we livein. We' reamentor-
ing society.

This legidation, then, says that we as a society place value,
economic and human value, on the notion that our young people

should stay in school and be prepared for a life based on a
knowledge-based economy. Wealso seein this the notion that not
everyone is going to go or should necessarily go to university. Our
soci ety needs peoplethat bring adiverse host of tdentsto thetable,
so we should not, in my opinion, feel that those who don't go to
university are somehow failing either themsdves or their family.
There are all kinds of education opportunities that don’t require
university but do require application, and that’s what this bill is all
about. It'sto say: look; if you find yourself in a difficult Stuation
either in your economic drcumstance or in your home life and the
circumstance that you find yourself in is perhaps knocking around
without the parental support that many children are ableto take for
granted, then the benefit of sgaying in school, no matter how it's
achieved and no matter what struggle a youngster has to make to
achieve it, is going to pay dividends in the long run. We all know
how difficult it is for someone 16 or 17 years of age to understand
and see beyond the horizon that, gosh, it's aworthwhile investment
to stay in school, to completeit, to complete that grade, especially
whentheir friends or contemporariesareperhapsno longer in school
or pursuing other interests and the peer pressure is very grong to
leave, or perhaps the parenta guidanceis not there andthereisn’'t a
mentor and there isn't someoneto say: stay in school; it's worth it.

Friends opposite are indicating that they have experienced that
very thing in their homes with their children, trying to keep ther
children in school. Haven't we all? What parent has not had their
child come home and say: “I’ve had it. | want to quit. | want to
move on”? But those children who benefit from the mentoring and
the guidance of parentsor loved onesthat will seethem through will
benefit tremendously down the road. The question is: how do we
reach the people? Aswas indicated by others who have spoken to
this very important bill, how do we reach them to ensure that they
understand the importance of graduation and of pursuing their
educational foundation?

4:50

So this bill has asits core at least two distinct and separate and
worthwhile objectives. The first is the human objective of the
potential to realize the best that each of us as human beings can
bring to the table, to realize our full potential, and there may be
many young people who will need our collective help to achieveit.
Then the other dimension is the economic benefit that we as a
society gain from having a high mean, average, level of education.
As others have said, there is a direct relaion between achievement,
economic and social, and education.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Mr. Lord: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Itisan honour and a pleasure
to rise today to support Bill 203, the School (Compulsory Atten-
dance) Amendment Act, 2003, sponsored by the hon. Member for
LittleBow. Aswe dl know, the purpose of Bill 203 isto increase
the mandaory school attendance age from 16 to 17 years old.

| would liketo stressto the Assemblythat | firmly believethat Bill
203 is a step — and | encourage this Assembly to view Bill 203
merely as a step — a step towards a bright and successful future for
our children. There are other steps that will also need to be taken
before we can succeed, but a journey of a thousand miles dways
beginswith asingle gep, and maybethisisit. The point, asl seeit,
isto ensure that Albertd s children are provided with the necessary
options and opportunitiesand the desireand ambition to succeed in
life. Bill 203 is about the success of Albertans, their children and
grandchildren and, therefore, the very success of this province.
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Mr. Speaker, studentsleave school earlyfor numerousreasons. the
perception that education isirrdevant or for other mental, physicd,
or social reasons. More often than not the student that |eaves school
early is dealing with one or more of the many problems that
adolescentsfacethesedays. Theissuesthat Albertastudentsfaceare
rea problems, and they deserve to be taken seriously, but allowing
our children to leave schoal, to leave the process that will supply
them with theskills and knowledge to be successful in lifeis not the
answer. By allowing sudents to leave school ealy, we are tdling
our childrenthat it isacceptableto quit, acceptableto run away from
their problems rather than tough it out and solve them. We should
beteaching our young people how to cope with their difficultiesand
excel in spite of them and to learn that successin life depends on
perseverance and facing up to the issues. After all, nothing comes
without effort. 'Y ou do not get large trophiesfor anickel’ sworth of
effort, and we want our kids to win large trophies in whatever
endeavour in life they choose.

The commitment to children is clearly evident in this province.
For instance, Alberta’s Promise is directed at creating an environ-
ment that will allow children, youth, and studentsto succeed. The
commitment that has been made includesconcern for the health and
safety of Alberta’s children and youth at home and in the commu-
nity. Our commitment also indudes the promise that every child
receives an education and has the support, care, and guidance from
at least one caring adult as well as opening doors so that they can
make a difference and serve others. Mr. Spesker, this overall
commitment is expressed partly through our educati on system.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that Bill 203 like other policiesis directed
towardsthe success of our children and studentsin thisprovince. It
isour responsihility to hep in developing that resourceto itsfullest
potential. One of the government's highest priorities, in fact, isto
secure a bright and successful future for all children and youth. |
firmly believethat. Successes can beviewed in many differentways.
| am certain that if you were to ask each and every member of this
Assembly what success meansto them, you would not get the same
answer twice, but | amwilling to guarantee that more often than not
theroot of any one person’ sdefinition of successisgrounded in self-
development, self-improvement, knowledge and education, and
continuing that throughout life.

Mr. Speaker, if | may, I'd like to share with the Assembly a
passage | once read: that man is a success who thinks his own
thoughts, who sets his own course, who lives by his own standards
and createshisown destiny. Of course, that appliesto both men and
women. | firmly believewhat | just read, Mr. Speaker. However, |
aso firmly believe that society, government, and, most importantly,
family play alargerolein preparing children, youth, and studentsfor
theroadsthat they will travel intheir lives. It istheresponsibility of
mentors, teachers, and family to preparetoday’ syouth for what lies
ahead, guiding them in making good life choices and decisions. By
doing this, we will ensure that they can and will succeed on their
own and be their own person, thinking their own thoughts and
creating their own destinies.

Mr. Speaker, Albertds learning sysgem is outstanding. Our
teachersare caring and kind. Our students have excelled at national
and international levels. Our curriculum is one of a kind and
improving every day. Our education system should not betaken for
granted. We have a responsbility to ensure that students don't
lightly refuse the opportunities and the options that we are able to
provide for them and which so many in the world do not have.

Mr. Speaker, in 1981 only 60 percent of all 19 year oldsinAlberta
completed high school, which compared to 65 percent of all 19 year
olds across Canada. We were quiteabit lower than across Canada.
Five years later, in 1986, Alberta’ s high school completion rate for

19 year olds had risen to 64 percent. Canada’ s average for the same
age group was 68 percent. Ten years later, in 1996, 68 percent of
Albertans aged 19 years had completed high school, but Canadd s
averagewas 72 percent for the sameage group, andit’ sstill thesame
degree higher.

Mr. Speaker, Albertais the financial envy of the country. Our
balanced budget and debt-free future is something I’m sure we are
all very proud of. Itistimeto strive for excellencein all other areas
aswell. | commend AlbertaLearning’ s 2002 to 2005 business plan,
which has set atarget for improving high school completion by 19
year olds from 72 percent to 75 percent. | would also like to
recogni ze the efforts they have made in providing opportunities for
mature students who may have left school before they had obtained
adiploma or want to upgrade their classes or enter a postsecondary
ingtitution. Whatever the reason | commend the work that they have
done to ensure that al Albertans have access to the education they
deserve.

Times are changing. The technology advancements that have
occurred inthe past 20 yearsaretruly amazing. Theseadvancements
have also drastically changed the world in which we live. Thirty
yearsago things werealot simpler. Y our father taught you how to
farm, just as his father had taught him. Y ou could fix your own car
fromwhat you had learned in shop classor just frommessng around
at home.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that the success of any person is dependent
on their knowledge, and when it comesto knowledge, the more the
better without limit. Alberta’s market is competitive on a global
scale, but if this province is going to succeed, Albertans have to
succeed inthe newworld. A high school educationwill givetoday's
youth the option to continue their studies at a postsecondary
ingtitution. They may not decide to follow that path immediatdy
after graduation, but at |east we should have that option availableto
them.

To be compstitive in the global marketplace, the products that
Alberta produces, what we manufacture here, need to be of the
highest quality. Those high-quality products, thegoodsand services,
come from research and passing that information on to producers
who will ultimately manufacture it. Whether it's a mechanic, a
farmer, anurse, adoctor, an engineer, or any other trade or occupa-
tion, the market is continuously changing, and we must stay
competitive and havelifelonglearning if we' re going to changewith
it.

Mr. Speaker, Bill 203 ensures that Alberta’ syouth will have the
option to stay competitive. The statistics show that the longer a
student stays in school, the more likely they are to complete high
school. Let Bill 203 be the first step, the firg of many necessary
stepsin providingthe opportunity of successfor all Albertastudents.
I call on members of the Assembly to support this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Member for Vermilion-

The Acting Speaker: The hon.

Lloydminster.

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Wéell, it's indeed an
interesting discussion we' ve had today on Bill 203, and | certainly
understand and applaud thehon. Member for Little Bow’' sinitiative
in bringing this bill forward. However, | can’t support it because |
think it takes avery simplistic view of what might bewrongwith the
education system.

| think the question we need to ask ourselves when we' redealing
with an issue like this is: why aren’t the kids staying in school ? |
guess maybe I'm from the old school. | think you can lead a horse
to water, but you can’t make him drink. | really don’t know what
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will be accomplished by | egisl aing someonewho doesn’t want to be
in school, who shows very little interest, who contributes nothing to
the classroom or to his own education. | fail to see how passing
legislation that requiresthemto be there movestheeducation system
along our lofty goals. | think wehaveto look at it from the point of
view of: why would someone who is 17 not want to be in school ?
Either it isbecause he' sgot more serioustroublesin hislife than we
possibly know or the school program isn’t teaching him something
that attracts hisinterest or provides him with any type of challenge.

5:00
Mr. Lund: How about her?

Mr. Snelgrove: Or her. You bet.

So | think we have to look at what we are doing with our high
school education now that forces some of thekids to make a choice
at that stage of life and say: there’ s nothing there for me; it’ s better
out there. | think it brings around the whole discussion about the
development of career training and of trades and stuff taught in co-
operation or in conjunction with high school curriculum. Maybewe
have to rethink the thought that a successful high school graduate
has five or six of the 30 subjects or whatever Alberta Learning has
at this point. It wasfive 30 subjects when | graduated, but that's a
little while ago.

I think that for a high school graduate now, if he were to havehis
second year of mechanicsor his second year of electrical with abase
knowledge of fundamental learning in math and the other appropri-
ate sciences, maybe from the point of view of some students that’s
moreappropriate, and | would thinkitis. | know many of the people
that started school with me that left early and entered the trades,
particularly at that time mechanics, or people tha may have l&ft and
joined the oil patch. Right now many of these are extremely
successful people with very good, solid families and actually have
become pillars of their community without the grade 12 diploma.

So | have to really wonder about legislating someone to stay in
school longer without looking at the root cause of why they're not
wantingto stay there. | don’t disagree with any of thehon. members
who have sad how critical an education is, and | don’t think that is
connected to a bill legislating people to stay in school longer. If, in
fact, it were the case and it were better, why wouldn’t we have it
legislated right till 187 Y ou know, is grade 10 that much better off
than grade 9? | don’t know. | mean, if education is something that
you can legislate people to attend and do well in or at least lean
something, then why are we quitting one grade higher and not two?
Pretty well all the kids in my children’s grades are going to be at
least 18 or 19 before they complete grade 12, so I’ mnot surewhy we
would say: well, let’s just go one more year.

Mr. VanderBurg: Because | was married when | was 18. That's
why.

Mr. Snelgrove: Well, we do make mistakes, George, that we have
to live with.

| think there are other incentives you can throw at the system.
With a child who's not atending school, | don't believe the family
should be eligible for family allowance. | don't think he should be
eligible for the tax deduction. | think that if you're not in school,
then you should be working. | think that that in itself is more of a
way for the family to stay in touch with achild or at least recognize,
you know, that we do pay in this world for successes and not
attendance. | mean, if you want to work on them, let’ s work on the
low-income assi stance withdrawal or the loss of your dependent tax

deduction or through some form wherethere' s adirect rdationship
to the dollarsinvolved instead of simply stating: wel, we're going
to make him stay in school. He can be a little troublemaker for
another year and cost the taxpayers another $4,000 or $5,000, but
we'll feel better because he made 17 before he dropped out. | just
don’t think that’s wha we need to do.

| think we need to rel ook a what schools providestudents. | think
we need to get current. | mean, they say now that you may trade
your occupation two or three times in a lifetime, so coming out of
school may prepareyou for what university skillsare now, but isthat
preparing our next generation for what’ sneeded next? | don’t know.
| think that the thing it tells us is that some kids aren’t getting what
they need in school, and | don't think legislating them to stay there
does one bit of good.

With that compelling argumentin front of you now, Mr. Speaker,
| would take this opportunity to ask the question of the House asto
whether I’ ve convinced all the clear thinkers or not.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Member for Little Bow to close
debate.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | know that everyone
wants to vote on the matter. | just want to teke a few minutes to
thank each and every one of you who contributed to the debate.

| have, maybe, one point that 1’'d like to bring to everyone's
attention. With the exception of the Member for Wainwright, most
al of us that are currently here today probably were considered
pretty fortunate if we got through grade 12 and took some sort of
postsecondary. Theyounges of the MLASs hereisalso auniversity
graduate and understands the importance, as all of us do, of educa-
tion. But when thinking about this bill, I thought back to 1969.

Mr. Norris: That was a good year.

Mr. McFarland: Yeah, it was. And you liked the roadrunner and
lots of other things. Tha would be the Minister of Economic
Development.

Anyway, back in 1969 Dr. Christiaan Barnard was experimenting
with putting a heart into amonkey, and it wasn't too long after that
that we put aman onthemoon. All through theseyearsthelega age
toleave school, Mr. Speaker, never changed at all. We'renow inthe
21st century. They say that education and knowledge is doubling
every 17 to 36 months, depending on who you talk to. | think itis
of utmost importance for any student anywhere, regardiess of
cultural, religious, societd, economic, financia considerations, to
realize that it is so important to be in the 21st century, to take the
opportunity to avail yourself of as much education as possible, and
that instead of looking at 16 or 17 asthe year that you quit learning
more, you look at your lifetime as being atotal learning experience.

Thanks to everyone for ther participation in the debate, and |
would call the question. Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 203 read a second time]

Bill 204
Insurance (Accident Insurance Benefits)
Amendment Act, 2003

Rev. Abbott: Mr. Speaker, it gives me grea pleasure to introduce
Bill 204, the Insurance (Accident Insurance Benefits) Amendment
Act, 2003, to the Assembly this afternoon. There has been over the
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last while quite a bit of debate over the workings of the insurance
industry aswell aslitigation surrounding insurance claims. Itismy
hopethat thisbill can onceand for all protect thegranting of section
B benefitsfrom the often contentious battles that insurance compa-
nies and injury lawyers get into over benefits that a client ought to
receive.

Mr. Speaker, before | get into the nuts and bolts of my remarks,
I’d like to outline my points briefly. Firg, I’ll explain Bill 204 and
what it would do to the Insurance Act as wdl asthe effect it would
have on the ground. Second, I’ ll make the claimthat Bill 204, most
importantly, puts claimants back at the centre of insurance disputes.
It saysclearly that claimants who pay for the insurance mater mog,
not their lawyers and not their insurance companies. Findly, I'll
make a few remarks about the importance of independent medical
examinations. I'll argueforcefully that it's time we made sure that
theinsuranceworld treats claimants fairly instead of as pawnsto be
moved about a chessboard by injury lawyers and insurance compa-
nies.

On my first point, the purpose of Bill 204 is to amend the
Insurance Act to increase the limit on section B medical benefits
delivered to those who have been in an automobile accident to
$25,000 over four years from the current level of $10,000 over two
years. Bill 204 also includes provisions for a dispute arbitration
mechanism between insurance companies and claimants receiving
section B medical benefits. Mr. Speaker, section B bendfits are
medical benefitsthat mus be delivered by insurance companies to
any person who has been in an automobile accident. It does not
matter if the person is responsible for the accident; these benefits
must be delivered. Currently the Insurance Act requires insurance
companies to pay up to $10,000 in medical costs and $500 in
chiropractic costsover atwo-year period to any person who accesses
his or her section B benefits. Only the Yukon, which requires
insurance companies to pay $10,000 and zero in chiropractic
services, ranks lower than Alberta in delivering these medical
benefits.

5:10
An Hon. Member: How can that be?

Rev. Abbott: | know. It'sashame.

Five provinces and territories — Newfoundland, Nunavut,
Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia, and PEIl — require insurance
companies to pay up to $25,000 in medical costs over a four-year
period. All otherjurisdictionsare higher, rangingfrom$50,000 over
four years to unlimited benefitsover an unlimited time period. The
provinces with the higher limits are al running no-fault insurance
systems or sysems that are d oser to no-fault, whereas Albertais, of
course, closer to thetort sysem, Mr. Speaker.

Given that Alberta s system retai ns elements of atort system for
settling insurance disputes, it’ stime that Alberta joined at least the
minimum set of provinces and introduced section B benéfits like
those asked for in Bill 204. Thisisonly fair, Mr. Speaker, and it
leads to my second point.

Bill 204 seeks to start a processthat would put consumers at the
centre of the insurance industry once again. Mr. Speaker, this hill
speaks to the nature of a contract. From the point of view of an
insurance consumer you are buying insurance to make surethat if
you areinjured, you are taken careof medically, and if you cause an
injury to another person, the company will pay for it. What sort of
message does it send for an insurance company to not pay for
medical expenses, especially considering that section B benefitsare
mandatory and must be bought by consumers? Now, thisis not to

suggest that insurance companies should be left wide open to
anybody who canfakeaninjury. Itis, however, to suggest that when
a legitimate claim for medicd expenses is presented, insurance
companies should betherefor their consumersto provide themwith
the adequate services needed to have their medical problems solved.
We do not want this to fall back onto the taxpayers of Alberta or
onto the individud clients having to pay out of pocket once they
have purchased insurance to do that for them. This wasthe logic
behind raising section B rates from $5,000 to $10,000 only five
years ago, and it' saso the logic behind this bill today.

Now, Mr. Speaker, an objection that may beraised hereisthat the
average section B payout is something like $3,700. Given this,
members might be tempted to ask why we should be raising section
B benefits to $25,000. Well, I'll respond by saying that the $3,700
isan average, and we all know what can happen with averages: most
people end up low while others end up high, and taken together, we
get that average.

Well, to take an extreme example, when | got in an automobile
accident, | went to a couple of physiotherapy sessions. | soon
figured out that | had no need to be there, and | stopped going. |
then sent in a very, very small section B claim to my insurance
company — | think it was about $80, Mr. Speaker — and | was done
with the process. On the other hand, someone could get into an
accident, really crank their neck or bresk some limbs or ligaments
and have to send in a massive claim, well over the $10,000 limit.
So, yes, the average claim does come out to something like $3,700
in those cases, but that disregards the massive clams of some
consumers like the example | just suggested. So we see that this
raise is designed primarily for those people who are really injured
and cannot pay.

Mr. Speaker, this brings me to my third point. Regarding
independent medicd examiners, it isthis section of Bill 204 that |
believe really puts consumers back at the heart of insurance con-
cerns. Asit standscurrently, any insurance company wishingto stop
paying medicd benefits to claimants can send claimants to a doctor
of the company’schoice. ..

The Acting Speaker: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. Member for
Drayton Valley-Camar, but under Standing Order 19(1)(c) | must
now put the question on the following motion for cons deration of
Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor’ s speech.

head: Consideration of Her Honour
head: the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech

Mr. Jacobs moved that an humble address be presented to Her
Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor as follows.

To Her Honour the Honourable LoisE. Hole, CM, AOE, Lieuten-
ant Governor of the province of Alberta:

We, Her Mgjesty’ smost dutiful and loyd subjects, the Legidlative
Assembly, now assembled, beg | eavetothank you, Y our Honour, for
the gracious speech Your Honour has been pleased to address to us
at the opening of the present session.

[Adjourned debate February 19: Ms Haley]
[Moation carried]

head: Government Motions
Address in Reply to Speech from the Throne

9. Mr. Zwozdesky on behalf of Mr. Klein moved:
Beit resolved that the addressin reply to the Speech from the
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Throne be engrossed and presented to her Honour the Honour- Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would move that we
ablethe Lieutenant Governor by such membersof the Assembly now call it 5:30 and adjourn until 8 this evening.
as are members of the Executive Council.

[Motion carried] [Motion carried; the Assembly adjourned at 5:15 p.m.]

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.



