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1:30 p.m.

head:

The Speaker: Good afternoon and welcome.

Let uspray. Giveto each member of this Legislature astrong and
abiding sense of the great responsibilities laid upon us. Give us a
deep and thorough understanding of the needs of the people we
serve. Amen.

Please be seated.

Prayers

head:

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, it isavery great pleasure for me to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly a
lady that issitting in your gallery. Dianne Johnson isthewife of our
esteemed colleague Mr. LeRoy Johnson, and sheis seated, as | say,
inyour gallery. I'd ask her to rise and receive the very, very warm
welcome of this Legislature.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, it'smy great pleasureto
introduce to you and through you a number of special student
visitorsfromW.P. Wagner who are here or will be herevery shortly.
In any case, I'd like to introduce them and thank them for coming,
along with their group leaders Stan Bissell and Stacey Mabey.
Please give them the warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's a pleasure for me
to rise and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
House 49 guests from Riviére Qui Barre, the Camillaschool. They
are agreat group of students who are energetic and eager to learn.
They are accompanied by teachers Mr. Mike Paustian and Ms
Amanda Langford, teacher aides Mrs. Arlene Whitson and Mrs.
Carol Brailey, and parent helpers Ms Anita Lischewski and Ms
Brenda Hansen. | believe they arein our gallery, and | would ask
themto rise and receivethe traditional warm wel come of the House.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Stony Plain.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. It's my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you two groups of studentstoday from
the Duffield school who are seated in both the members' and the
public galleries. Thefirst groupisagroup of grade 9 students, 16 of
themin total, accompanied by Sharon Smith and Marilee Godfrey.

The second group is 31 grade 6 students who are attending the
School at the Legidature thisweek; their teacher, Mrs. Barb Daum;
their assistant, Mrs. Charlotte Curtis; and their parent helper, Mrs.
Shelley Charlet. These students will play a significant role in the
future of our province, and | would ask that they riseand receivethe
traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill.

Dr. Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's my great pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the House my

nephew, John Brown. He's seated in the public gallery. Johnis13
yearsold. He' s currently enrolled in grade 8 at Millarville commu-
nity school. He'san excellent student, and he' sinvolved in school
sports. He's currently amember of the school’ s basketball team. |
would ask John to please rise and receive the warm welcome of the
House.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased today
to introduce to you and through you to this Assembly Pat Spady and
Sylvia Krogh. Pat and Sylvia are both part of the keep medicare
public vigil committee. This committee, organized by concerned
citizens of al political stripes, will be holding vigils on the steps of
the Legislature throughout the session. Pat is accompanied by her
grandson Sam, and they are seated in the public gallery. | would ask
that they rise and receive the warm traditional welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t'smy pleasureto introduce
to you and through you to this Assembly four guests seated in the
public gallery. I'd ask that they rise as | call out their names: Allan
Dane, Jean McBean, Sylvia Galbraith, and Audrey Brooks. These
four individual s are community activists and are concerned with the
government’ s privatization plans for health care. They al attended
thevigil held on the steps of the Legislature today, and | would now
ask that they receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Officia Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Government Policy Reforms

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. It'sadelight to risein this new
sitting and engage in another round of questions. A strong and
informed leader is absolutely necessary to a well-functioning
government. [some applause]

The Speaker: Hon. leader, sometimes it’s difficult for the chair to
determine who the applause is for.

Dr. Taft: | agree. | wasn't sure myself, Mr. Speaker.

Long-term policies must be set and implemented by a Premier
who is fully accountable for his actions and decisions. Right now
this does not exist with this government. [interjections] | can see
thisis going to be afun spring.

My questions are to the Premier. Given that this government has
madenumerousthreatsto further privatizeour province' shealth care
system under a Premier who has admitted that he won't be running
in the next election, will this government hold off on any policy
reforms until they have aleader in place who will be accountable to
the votersfor the policies he sets?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I'm so happy the Leader of the Officia
Opposition asked the question. Here's the problem. 1’m going to
articulate the problem, and | hope everyone is listening. We have
reguests from regional health authorities ranging from 9 to 20 per
cent. Even at the minimum, that is about three times the rate of
inflation. That is the problem: 9 to 20 per cent. To put it into
perspective, that’s $900 million if it’s 9 per cent; that’s $2 billion if
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it's 20 per cent. That's putting it into perspective. That is the
problem.

Now, we have come up with someideas that will resolve some of
the problem — some of the problem — we think. If the opposition
parties—and | will challenge the mediato ask them this question —
or the Friends of Medicare or the Raging Grannies or any other
group have solutions to bring costs back in line with the rate of
inflation and to increase access, please send them forward. They
have offered no solutions whatsoever.

1:40
The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question was actually about
accountability.

Againto thePremier: will the Premier onceand for al informthis
House when he will be retiring so that we know when to expect
meaningful long-term policy decisions?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, | can't give you the exact date, but it will
be sometime in the late fall of 2007 or perhaps the early winter of
2008. But relative to the exact date | haven't figured that out yet.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you. AgaintothePremier: giventhat the unofficial
race to become the next Premier isleading to policy gridlock in this
government, what is this Premier doing to get thistired old govern-
ment making decisions again?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, nothing has resulted in gridlock. As a
matter of fact, we are proceeding and proceeding quite well as a
government relative to policy decisions. There are al the ministers
relativeto the front bench — 1’ ve talked with most of them, not all of
them—and the policy development taking placein their departments
is absolutely outstanding. | wish the opposition would take some
time—well, no, that would requiretoo much work —to find out what
is happening relative to policy development in each and every
department. It's absolutely outstanding.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Registry System Security

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The shocking revelations
uncovered today about the lack of action taken by this government
in response to years of documented abuse of our registry system
have an impact not only in Alberta but around theworld. Thethreat
of increased international terrorism has countries around the world
tightening up security regul ationsfrom passportstodrivers' licences
to birth certificates. Unfortunately for Albertans, Alberta’s private
registry and the Ministry of Government Services have failed to
follow suit. TotheMinister of Government Services: following the
events of September 11, 2001, can the minister explain to the House
what increased security measures were imposed on Alberta’s
privately owned registries?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
Mr. Lund: Well, thank you, Mr. Spesker. It's good that the hon.

member would ask that question because it does give me an
opportunity to outline awhole number of issues that we have taken

over the last couple or three years. It's interesting to see that they
haven't changed their tactics. They're still using the Edmonton
Journal astheir chief source of research. | haveread thearticlesthat
areprintedin there, and quitefrankly this stuff that’ sprintedin there
isbasically al two and three years old.

Since a number of issues have arisen, we' ve put in a number of
things. Currently drivers licences are not printed at the registry.
That's what used to happen. We used to have break-ins; we had
material go missing. So we' ve plugged that hole. We're the first
province in Canadato come out with the facial recognition licence.
That’ snot donein every other province, but wedoitin Alberta. We
have aso stepped up al of our security within the registries
themselves. For example, the people that have accessto the private
information all have a code number, and they have to abide by the
codes.

WEe'll continue this later.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Againto thesameminister: how
much of that missing material, including blank licences, hasactually
been accounted for, the material that he indicated was stolen?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, these were break-ins that occurred
back in 2003 and 2002. Some of that material, of course, was not
recovered. However, it doesn’'t have any value currently. It hasno
value currently. The new drivers’ licences have got identity things
on them that we're not prepared to discuss in public because, of
course, if we reveal what exactly is on there that's secure, then
people trying to mimic them would have that information, so we're
not doing that. They’re encased in acertain material, and that’ s not
just normal plastic. | can tell you that. So there' sthat issue, and of
course they're produced by the Canadian Bank Note. Like |
mentioned earlier, the facial recognition.

Asfar as the registries are concerned, we currently have on staff
15 inspectors. If we ever get atip that there might be something
going on in aregistry, we can follow it. On top of that, we do very
detailed, unannounced audits on at least 80 registries every year.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the sameminister: given that
the number of falsely obtained drivers' licencesremains so high and
the credibility of Alberta’s licences is so low that the province of
B.C. has threatened to end an agreement under which Alberta's
drivers' licences can be exchanged for one from B.C., what hasthe
minister doneto eliminate falsely obtained or fakelicencesfromthe
streets of Albertafrom circulating?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, there should be some kind of rule against
making those kinds of statements in this House because people
should be honest when they comein here. Thefact isthat we work
closely withtheregistriesin B.C. and the B.C. government, and they
have never indicated that there’s any problem with our licences.
None. There sareciprocal agreement in place. Ther€’ s never been
any indication that any other province has a problem with our
licence.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-McClung.

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In October 1993 the then
Minister of Municipal Affairs stated that it was ludicrousto suggest
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that privatizing Alberta s registries could lead to potential security
breaches. In September 02 Criminal Intelligence Service Alberta
noted that some of the private registry offices in this province
“continue to be compromised by individuals operating on behalf of
different groups.” In February '06 it's reported that members of
organized crimehaveinfiltrated thisprovince' sregistries, potentialy
gaining unfettered accessto personal information on Albertans. The
question to the Minister of Government Services. given that your
government was warned about these security breaches more than
three years ago, why has this government ignored this alarming
problem?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, | just went through a whole number
of things that we've implemented. There's even more that we've
done, and I'll indicate another one. We require that every person
that has access to personal information hasto go through a security
check. They have to then get a password number that they can use
to gain access. What that doesfor usisit alows usto watch who's
accessing from the registry. We' ve got two ways. We can tell
which registry is accessing, but then we can tell which individual is
accessing. |If we ever suspect that there is something going on, we
immediately have one of our investigators go in and make sure that
the access that they' re gaining isfor the purpose for which they had
their licence.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: since
this government surrendered its responsibility to the private sector,
isit now helplessin its ability to punish or revoke the licences of
registry owners with ahistory of security infractions? What can we
do to them?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, we have forced the sale of registries.
That has happened. We have cancelled the ability of individualsto
have access to the registries. We take it extremely seriously any
time that anyone breaches the security code. They al must have
signed before they have that access. So if hon. members have any
indication of any registry or any individual in aregistry giving out
information that they shouldn’t have, please send it over becausewe
really find thisavery serioussituation if somebody isbreaching that
contract.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. This one is to the
Solicitor General. Given that the RCMP has stated that they're
willing to launch an investigation if properly funded, will you
commit today to providing the funds necessary to conduct such a
thorough investigation?

1:50

Mr. Cenaiko: Well, Mr. Speaker, the RCMP are properly funded,
and if there's an alegation of criminal misconduct or a criminal
offence within one of the registry offices, they would be called in to
do an investigation.

The hon. Minister of Government Services explained al of the
things that have been done over the last three years, if not over the
last 10 years, regarding improving the system, ensuring that the
system is safe, ensuring that the system is secure. If there are
individuals that are found to have committed a criminal offence or
released privateinformationillegally, obviously they’ |l bedealt with
according to the law.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party, followed by the
hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Health Care Reform

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Albertanswho are
puzzled by the strange omission of the so-called third way in health
care from both Tuesday’s taxpayer-funded PC infomercial and
yesterday’ sthrone speech should mark March 31 ontheir calendars.
That's the day the Tory Party faithful vote on the Premier’ s leader-
ship. In other words, Albertans are being kept in the dark about the
government’'s secret plan to privatize health care because the
Premier is worried about his leadership. My question is to the
Premier. Why is this Premier keeping the government’s plans for
private, two-tier health care secret until after the upcoming vote on
his leadership?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, the detailswill come when the legislation
isintroduced. At that time, the hon. leader of the third party will
have ample time to debate the | egisl ative changes unless, of course,
he can come up with a better solution.

Now, I'm open to ideas, but I'll tell you what the problem is.
Here' stheoriginal ask: Chinook health region, 19.8 per cent, that’s
$1.9billion; Palliser, 18.6 per cent, that’ s$1.8 billion; Calgary, 17.3,
that's $1.7 billion; East Central, 28.7, that’s $2.8 hillion. Without
going through the whole list, the total is $100.6 billion — $100.6
billion this year alone — and they have no solutions other than to
spend, spend, and spend more.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Spesker, they vote down our ideas which would
save money.

Now, if thethird way is so controversia that you can’t even share
it with the Tory delegates to your leadership review, Mr. Premier,
what do you think normal Albertans are going to think about it?

Mr. Klein: I'll tell you what normal Albertans will think about it.
Normal Albertanswill think that $100.6 billionis. .. [interjections]
WEell, they don’t think it's much; $100.6 billion — $100.6 billion —
and the NDsdon't think it's much. Well, their sense of money isa
lot different than mine, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, if the Premier is so desperate to hang on
to power for acouple more years, why doesn’t he do the right thing
and back away from his plans for private, two-tier medicinein this
province until he gets a mandate from the people?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Spesker, | would challenge the media to ask the
Official Opposition if they have any solutions or if the opposition
thinks that $100.6 billion is acceptable annually. If the answer is
that, yes, they fedl it’ s acceptable, then their assessment of thevalue
of money, as| said before, isalot different than mine.

TheSpeaker: Thehon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Per sons with Developmental Disabilities

Mr.Vander Burg: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. |'vebeen hearing
from some of my constituents in Whitecourt-Ste. Anne that the
persons with developmental disabilities, or PDD, programisfacing
afunding crisis. Thishascaused somesignificant concernsamongst
individuals with these disabilities and their families. My questions
today aretotheMinister of Seniorsand Community Supports. Isthe
government planning to reduce needed funding to persons with
developmental disabilities?
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The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let me be absolutely clear.
There has not been and there will not be areduction in funding for
the persons with developmental disabilities program at al. In fact,
over the past five years the funding for thisimportant program has
increased 70 per cent whilethe client base hasincreased 20 per cent.
That means that this past year the budget has been nearly haf a
billion dollars, which is significant for 9,200 persons. | haveto tell
you this aswell. The reason we're so committed to the program is
that it’'s important that persons with developmental disabilities are
able to participate effectively in our communities on an everyday
basis. Soit’ssignificant funding, and it will not be reduced.

Mr. Vander Burg: Mr. Speaker, again to the same minister, and this
will bethefirst question when | go home this weekend: how can the
minister ensure that these people with disabilities are taken care of
and get the support that they need?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. That isagood question.
I know that anumber of MLAsike thishon. member have received
lettersin thisregard. It'simportant that you realize that we're not
talking about funding just for one program and for those supports.
What we are talking about is a range of supports for persons with
developmental disabilities.

Mr. Speaker, you'll recall that we had in place this year areview
for the AISH program. That program provides arange of supports,
as well, for 90 per cent of our clients that receive funding through
our persons with developmental disabilities program. So that’sin
addition to the nearly half abillion dollars, as| explained earlier, for
the 9,200 clients. That means that we have the living allowance,
whichisincreasing herein April to athousand dollars per month for
90 per cent of our persons with development disabilities. We aso
have a comprehensive health benefits program. We have a brand
new personal income support program that we' velegislated. That's
approximately $360 per month.

This range of supports is because we are, as | said earlier, really
committed to ensuring that persons with developmental disabilities
can live and participate in our communities on an everyday basis.

Mr. Vander Burg: Mr. Speaker, again to the same minister: how
will the minister and her department ensure that this funding is
actually meeting the needs of the people it's intended for and
actually getting to those people directly?

Mrs. Fritz. Well, Mr. Speaker, we all agree that it's important to
ensurethat thisrangeof supportsthroughtheseprogramsisavailable
for persons with developmenta disabilities. | can tell you, hon.
member, that | as the minister responsible for this program will
ensure that it's effective, that it's efficient, and that it sin place for
persons with developmental disabilities on into the future. Itisa
significant amount of funding, but moreimportantly we haveclients
with great needs that need the budget.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by
the hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul.

Health Care Reform
(continued)

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Premier has been

promising details about health reforms for years but gave no details
in Tuesday’s infomercia or in the throne speech. The Premier’s
way of health care seems to have been halted or perhaps just
delayed. My questions are to the Premier. Was it the hedth
minister’s meeting with your federal cousins that halted the Pre-
mier’sreforms?

Mr. Klein: Well, thank God we have some federal cousinsthat are
at least honest. Remember Adscam. Mr. Speaker, | haveto say that
if | was part of aLiberal government and wasinvolved in ascandal
like Adscam, likethe Liberalswere, | would have to find aplace far
enough away in theworld to hide, and if they found me, they would
lynch mefor sure. These people got away withit. Well, they readly
didn’t get away with it. They were unelected, thank God.

Mr. Speaker, | apologize: the figure is only $10 hillion, not a
hundred billion. Only $10 billion. But they still don't have any
solutions.

Relative to the question I’ ll have the hon. minister reply.

2:00
Ms Evans. Mr. Speaker, there was an opportunity to meet with the
federal Minister of Health and to give ahigh-level overview of some

of the plansin Alberta. It has not delayed anything or accelerated
anything, merely given us an opportunity to have that exchange.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. Again to the Premier: is the delay
because the Premier is being pressured by rural government
members with concerns that these reforms will pull doctors away
from their communities? Isthat the delay?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, there isno delay. This takestime. We
want to make sure that it's right. I'll be discussing later this
afternoon with the minister a public consultation process. That has
yet to take place, and we want to make sure that it is right. Once
again | would ask —and | would ask sincerely —that if the Liberals
or the NDs have any solutions to bring these costs under control,
please send them over. The hon. leader chirps and chips, but he
doesn’'t have any solutions. | have yet to see anything on paper.
Y es, he'sgood to stand on the steps of the Legislature and lead the
Raging Grannies and the Friends of Medicare and al the other
supporters in chants and so on, but he has no solutions. He is
mindless.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. The Premier already has the Liberal
document called Toward a Healthy Future, so he can look in there
for suggestions.

My final question to the Premier: is the government delaying
implementation of the Premier’ sway or just delaying the announce-
ment until after March 31?

Mr. Klein: Neither, Mr. Speaker. And “the way”: I'd like to see
that. | don’t recall ever receiving acopy. Maybe | have acopy. |
want to see some specific solutions that are going to achieve two
things: one, increase access, and number two, bring costsinlinewith
the rate of inflation.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.
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Summer Temporary Employment Program

Mr. Danyluk: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My first
question is to the Minister of Human Resources and Employment.
The summer temporary employment program has been implemented
for over 30 years and has provided Alberta’ s youth valuable hands-
on experience and opportunities that can be directly applied to their
future education and training. | would like to know if the program
isdtill in place and if Albertans are benefiting from it.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That's avery
good question. Of course, the summer temporary employment
program, or the STEP program, is a very important program that
helps workers and employers. This year more than 3,000 students
and individual youth will be able to participate in the program, and
they will learn skills from the program.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Danyluk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second questionisalso
to the same minister. As part of the STEP program the government
offsets some of the costs associated with the workers' wages. Last
year Alberta' s minimum wage increased. Was this increase taken
into account in this year's STEP program?

Mr. Cardinal: Yes, Mr. Speaker, definitely. What we pay under
STEP is $6.05 an hour, but we expect the employers, of course, to
pay the minimumwage. In most casesyou will find that they top up
the wages considerably higher.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Danyluk: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My last
supplemental question is aso for the Minister of Human Resources
and Employment. | know that there will be businesses and commu-
nity and nonprofit organizations like historical sitesin my constitu-
ency that will be interested in taking part in the program. How do
they apply, and what is the deadline for the STEP applications?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, any organization, including historical
organizations, interested in STEP funding may apply. Thedeadline
is February 28, and the phone number is 780-422-5082. The STEP
program runs from April 24 to September 1.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

Adoption Quotas

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In January of this year it
was reported that an internal government report produced by
Children’ sServicesdetailed somevery disturbing policiesregarding
financial penaltiesand adoption quotas. InaFebruary 7, 2006, letter
the hon. Minister of Children’s Services states that she does not
condonethe use of aquotasystem; however, her department does set
performance measures to achieve its business goals including
increasing the number of adoptions in the province. My questions
arefor theMinister of Children’s Services. Doesyour ministry now
or hasit in the past financially rewarded or penalized child welfare
workers for either meeting or falling short of their performance
measures?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let mefirst say that we're
deeply committed in this government to finding permanent homes
for children that are in our care. | don’t believe for a minute that
having adoption quotasin our business plan isout of line. Wewant
all our workersin thefield to understand the importance that we put
on adoptions in this province. We want to make sure that our
children are taken care of and that they find agood, stable home.

Mrs. Mather: To the same minister: what steps has the minister
taken in investigating the use of financial pendtiesfor child welfare
workers who do not meet a specific quota?

Mrs. Forsyth: Mr. Spesker, | think we have to put thisin perspec-
tive. First of al, what the hon. member is talking about is a bonus
system that is given to the CEOs within theregion. That'sto make
sure that they match the goals that we set out for them. At no time
under my ministry has anyone ever been penalized.

Mrs. Mather: To the same minister: will the minister reassure child
welfare workers today that they will not face repercussions for
speaking out publicly and reporting financia penaltiesimposed by
Children’s Services?

Mrs. Forsyth: Mr. Speaker, let’ sbe clear here. First of al, no child
care worker in this province is penalized for not meeting their
quotas. What | will say isthat the caseworkers in this province do
a wonderful job. We appreciate everything that they do. I'm
committed as the minister to continue to dialogue with them. Last
summer | spent the entire summer travelling this province talking
individually to child careworkers. | met with them, listened to some
of their concerns. They're committed to adoptions. They're
committed to our aboriginal children in this province, to make sure
that they find homes for these people. They do awonderful job, and
at no time are they ever penalized.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs,
followed by the hon. Member for St. Albert.

Edmonton Catholic School Board Deficit

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Recently it was discov-
ered through an externa audit that the Edmonton Catholic school
board had accumulated a nearly $10 million deficit and, to make
matters worse, was not precisely aware how this deficit was
generated. Subsequently the board voted against an independent
forensic audit, leaving many questionsunanswered. TotheMinister
of Education: how isit possible that a school board can generate a
nearly $10 million deficit without the trustees being aware of it?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Spesgker, this is a very unfortunate circum-
stance. Obviously, $10 million isavery large amount of money for
any school board to try and handle. The issue, | think, is that the
School Act requires an externa auditor to be appointed to every
school jurisdiction, and that particular auditor’s responsibilities
would include management letters at the end of an audit term. As
soon asthose deficiencieswere spotted, I’ m assuming that they were
brought forward to the trustees, specifically to the board chair, who
in turn called me about it as soon as she knew about it. We sat
down, and we had ameeting about it. They’'ve now sent me aletter
outlining what they’re going to do about it, and we'll take it from
there. The fact is, though, that | remain concerned that we don’t
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have any impact on the classroom. We're just reviewing those
numbers and statistics right now. In terms of the exact process of
how they landed there, that will be I’ m sure explained further asthe
days and months roll aong.

2:10
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My further supplemental
to the same minister: how isit possible that the finance director was
only reprimanded for this colossal lossand still remainsin charge of
the Edmonton Catholic school board’s books?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, obvioudy staffing decisions are at
thediscretion of thelocal school board. Wedon't hire staff for these
schooal jurisdictions. They do that themselves. | think they do it to
thebest of their abilities. Inthisparticular case obviously therewere
somecost overruns. They have already indicated publicly andto me
privately that there will be some reprimands. Perhaps they've
already instituted some of those reprimands. Intheend thesituation
needs to be corrected and it also needs to not repesat itself. I'm
satisfied so far that they’ ve taken some steps in that direction, and
they will perhaps be taking even more stringent steps in the very
near future.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Lastly, Mr. Speaker, to the same minister: how isit
possiblethat the school board will recover $10 millionwithout really
negatively affecting the students' learning?

Mr. Zwozdesky: That, indeed, isthe central concern, | think, for the
parents, obviously for the students, for the teachers, for the trustees,
and for the administratorsalike. Thefact isthat some cost overruns
unfortunately occurred on the capital infrastructure side. Alberta
Education isexpected to inherit that aspect of the portfolio soon, and
we'll be looking at tightening up some of the controls where
possible. | think there were other cost overruns with respect to not
having in place a proper project-based accounting system, and that,
too, isbeing rectified. In fact, | understand that they have engaged
or will soon be engaging a supplementary auditor to help to correct
the difficulties they have and to ensure that others don’t occur.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

L earning Commission Recommendations

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Alberta Learning
Commission was a mgjor public review of the Alberta education
system. It wrapped up in 2003, but Alberta's children are till
waiting while this government and minister continue to consult and
study the issues to death. Twenty-one accepted recommendations
have involved nothing more than studying, and yesterday: more
studies and more consultations. My question to the Minister of
Education: how long will Albertanswait for action on key promises
like fundraising, school fees, and access to diagnostic learning
services for children?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I'm so grateful to have this question
because the Alberta Commission on Learning actualy put out 95
recommendations, a huge number of recommendationsthat covered
tip to stern, so to speak, of the education system in this province.
We have the best education system anywhere in Canada. Our goal
isto make it one of the best in the entire world, and we're getting
there very, very quickly.

| should just point out, Mr. Speaker, that yes, there are a few
recommendations in the Learning Commission that still require
some additional discussion and study. Wehavehad alot. It'sbeen
very open and public and transparent and all of that. In theinterim
let’s not forget that we have added 551 million — half a billion —
brand new dollars in support of the Learning Commission recom-
mendations that were accepted. With your permission I'd like to
read all 42 pagesif | could. Maybe | could seek unanimous consent
of the House to read al of them.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: as
collective agreements expire this year, how long will the ATA and
the school boardswait before knowing how to start negotiating their
collective agreements?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, | think the member is referring to
recommendation 81 (&) and (c), wherein it was recommended that
the School Boards Association have in place abargaining model, a
province-wide bargaining model akin to what we see with the
Alberta Teachers Association. Now, that is one of the most
contentious issues that we have on the plate before us. As the hon.
member would know, we alowed for thefullest amount of presenta
tion possible, and the last group just came in in the middle of
December. We've got their information now, and it’s been rolled
into the mix. We're studying that stuff aswell. Thisisone where
the school boards have voted 59 per cent in favour of a particular
model. Quiteclearly, 41 per cent werenot infavour. Ittakesalittle
bit of finefigure skating to get through some of theseissues, and this
is one of them.

Mr. Flaherty: Don't trip.

Mr. Speaker, to the same minister: whenwill thisgovernment stop
driving school boardsinto millionsof dollars' difficulty and fundall-
day kindergarten? Immediately, please?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, junior kindergarten or thepossibility
of it and the possibility of having full-day, mandatory kindergarten
are two additional recommendations of the Learning Commission.
I think what I'd like to do to answer the hon. member’s question is
simply say this: 95 per cent of young Albertans who are five years
of age and therefore eligible for kindergarten enrolment are already
enrolled in akindergarten program.

We spend about $100 million or $110 million per year helping
school boards provide those important programs, and you know
what, Mr. Spesker? They're working, and they're so largely
subscribed to because there is flexibility for the local school board
to provideitin amanner at atime and alocation that suits the local
area. Quite frankly, many school boards like that. However, this
issue, too, I'll be addressing further this year.

TheSpeaker : Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed
by the hon. Member for West Y ellowhead.

Registry System Security
(continued)

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For al this government
knows, Tony Soprano, John Gotti, and Al Capone may be driving
around North America with fake Alberta drivers licences from
privatized registries. Unnamed government and law enforcement
officials are beyond frustrated and are beginning to make public
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information about bribery, forgery, and gangland connections. It's
adamning indictment of the government’ sprivatization policy. My
question isto the Minister of Government Services. Giventhat there
is evidence of security breaches and widespread fraud and abuse of
Albertadrivers' licences by criminal gangs, why won’t the minister
admit that registries’ privatization has been an abysmal failure?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, | would advise the hon. member to
read Hansard, but as far as the people that he indicated that were
using false drivers' licences, | hope they're not because | thought
there were some of those folks that were looking at the grass from
thewrong side now. But | imaginethat our drivers’ licenceswould
be accepted in heaven. They are very superior.

Mr. Speaker, it' s unfortunate that the hon. member doesn’t check
alittle more closely about what was printed because, in fact, what
was printed was incidents that happened some time back, and as |
outlined to the Liberal opposition, we have done many things to
make sure that they are secure.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the reports of
security breaches are linked to organized crime, will the minister
share with this House what he knows about gang involvement in
compromising Albertans' private information held and collected by
private registries?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, whenever wehave any report or any reason
to suspect that there may be information being let out or people
seeking this information that is being given into hands that it
shouldn’t be, we do send in inspectors, and we' re very, very careful
to make sure that private information is not getting into the wrong
hands. Wetakethisvery, very seriously, and that’ swhy we have set
up so many inspectors, eight of them in Calgary, seven of them in
Edmonton, investigators that can go quickly, unannounced to these
facilities. We have the mechanism now in place so that we can
check who it is that’s asking for what information and then be able
to follow up to make sure that that information is used only for the
purposes for which it was granted.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question to the
minister: given that Albertans have every right to know how and to
what extent organized crime hasinfiltrated privatized registries, why
hasn’t the minister turned the whole sorry mess over to the RCMP
for a proper criminal investigation?
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Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, thefact is—and the Solicitor General
clearly commented in his answer — that any time we suspect, even
just suspect, that there is organized crime involvement, we turn it
over to the police authorities. That’s one of the things we do right
away. Our investigators will have a primary look at it, and then if
there's any thought that it might be connected with a gang, it's
turned over to the local police authorities.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for West Y ellowhead, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Softwood Lumber Trade Dispute
Mr. Strang: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Constituents of

West Yellowhead along with other Albertans continue to look
forward to aresolution of the long-standing Canada/U.S. softwood
lumber dispute. Recently some U.S. Senators have called for
negotiations to resume between the United States and Canada to
reach a settlement. My first question is to the Minister of Interna
tional and Intergovernmental Relations. Arethereany talks planned
to resolve the softwood lumber dispute?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Stelmach: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are meeting with
federal counterparts, various ministers, and potentially structuring
meetings with the Americans on the lumber dispute. We're just
taking some time for the federal government to put people in place
that will not only do the negotiating, but there's now, of course, a
change in ambassadorship, so those things are going to take a few
more weeks.

I'd just like to inform the House about two things. One is that
Alberta will not favour any sort of a settlement at any cost, and
secondly, we will have a thorough consultation with al industry
before we sign any agreement.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Strang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementary
questionisalsotothesameminister. Isthereany reason for hopeon
thisissue, especially with the new federal government and the new
Canadian ambassador to the United Statesin place now?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, there is. Although the previous
ambassador, Ambassador McKenna, moved the file considerably —
hewas agreat supporter of finding aquick resolution to this20-year
issue that's been lingering — we now have a new ambassador,
Ambassador Wilson, who was part of the negotiating team on the
origina free trade agreement. That will bring hope to finding a
resolution. Also, the Americans, of course, are moving legislation
on the Byrd amendment. So things are lining up positively, and we
do have great hope that thiswill finally resolve the issue.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Strang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second supplementary
question is to the same minister. |s trade retaliation against the
United States the answer to solving this ongoing dispute?

Mr. Stelmach: Our position is that we don’'t support any trade
retaliation. 1f we ever use energy, for instance, that’ll be tremen-
dously harmful to our economy, and as the Premier has said many
times, 99 per cent of our trade occurs very quietly day in and day out
without any problems. Thisis one issue that, if we start the trade
war, potentially will hurt Alberta’ sinterestsin thelong run. So, no,
we don’t support any trade retaliation.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Vermilion-LIoydminster.

Education Funding

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Despite the fact that Calgary
and its surrounding districts are responsible for educating almost a
third of Alberta students, we continue to be abandoned by this
government. The combined school infrastructure debt of Calgary
public and separate has grown to a half billion dollars with no
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concrete relief in sight for Calgary as of yesterday’ s throne speech.
My questionsareall to the Minister of Education, who last year was
granted greater control of the school infrastructure budget. Given
that your government accepted the reduced class size recommenda-
tions of the Learning Commission, why are Varsity Acres kinder-
garten children being educated in awindowless copy roomwhilethe
staff room was converted into another makeshift classroom?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I’'m not aware of that particular
circumstance, but if the member wishes to send me over some
details, | wouldn’t mind having alook at it. I'massuming that he's
already brought the case to the attention of the school board
responsible.

| should just add this, Mr. Spesker. We have a number of very
positive and good-news stories coming into and out of Calgary. For
example, we know that Centennial high school in Calgary, that was
recently opened, was one of seven — one of seven — new Cagary
schools scheduled for '04-05, and another four are open or are
scheduled to be opened in the current school year. These 11 new
projects will provide enough space to accommodate 5,275 new
students for the Calgary public board and 2,000 additional student
spaces for the Calgary Catholic district. So as monies come
available, we are addressing these circumstances.

Secondly, we're also providing where we can and on the basis of
health and safety concerns additional brand new, state-of-the-art,
steel-framed modulars to help accommodate those popul ations that
are fluctuating in terms of students. So there's quite a bit of good
news happening.

I'd like to comment on the $207 million that | announced last
September. 1'd like to read that entire list a some point into
Hansard, Mr. Speaker, so the peoplein Albertaknow how much we
areinvesting as moniescomeavailablefor new school infrastructure
projects.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second question, of
course, to the Minister of Education: if your government is not
willing to repair older schools and build enough new ones to meet
Calgary and district’s growing population, why won't you at least
provide suitable portable relief? The ones that you are personally
sending now to the Calgary district don't fit.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, we're providing about $4.7 billion
this year alone through the Department of Education, and some of
that, obviously, isalsowith Infrastructure. Now, oncetheinfrastruc-
ture portfolio, all three parts, comes over into Education’s domain,
I will be able to respond in even greater detail.

However, let mejust say, Mr. Speaker, that we spend hundreds of
millions of dollars every year on one form of infrastructure or
another to help improve our schools to make sure that they are sefe,
to make sure that they are affordable and accessible and that our
students are being provided with the best educational opportunities
possible. We do that consistently right throughout the province,
including the wonderful city of Calgary.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Why does this government
continue to undermine public education by subsidizing private
schools to the tune of 60 per cent of their public counterparts’ per
pupil grants? Isthisyour third way for education?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, one of the incredible success stories
in Alberta is the fact that we allow choice. We alow and we
encouragethe most choicein kindergarten to grade 12 programming
in the country. We have public schools, we have public Catholic
schools, we have francophone schools, we have charter schools, we
have virtual schools, and we even have private schools. They'reall
part of the mix that makes this the great province that it is, and the
parents appreciate having that choice. The fact that we're able to
provide only 60 per cent of theinstructional component, none out of
theinfrastructure capital side, for helping out our private schoolsis
yet another one of our major accolades, and the students in those
schools are doing extremely well.

Vignettes from the Assembly’s History

The Speaker: Hon. members, as you're aware, in 2006 we will be
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Legislative Assembly of
Alberta.  For the duration of the Second Session of the 26th
Legislature at this point in the agenda | will be providing you on a
daily basis a historica vignette in commemoration of this anniver-
sary. These vignettes may provide historical data, quotations, or
remarks made by avariety of members and brief descriptions about
them.

Alberta s first election was held on November 9, 1905, and our
26th electionwasheld on November 22, 2004. Throughout our 100-
year history in our democracy in Albertaatotal of only 769 different
members have been elected in the 26 elections. In terms of service
286 members served one term, 187 members served two terms, 140
members served three terms, 78 members served four terms, 40
members served five terms, 19 members served six terms, eight
members served seven terms, six members served eight terms, four
members served nine terms, and one member served 10 terms. The
average length of service in this Assembly has been 2.4 terms.

In terms of the longest serving MLAs in the history of the
province of Alberta the longest serving member was Gordon E.
Taylor, who served the 9th to the 18th Legislatures. Hewas elected
for thefirst timein 1940 for the original constituency of Drumheller
and served for 38 years and 10 months.
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The second longest serving member was elected in the 1935
provincial election. Alfred J. Hooke, representing the constituency
of Red Deer, served from the Eighth to the 16th Legislatures and
served for 35 years and one month.

Ernest C. Manning wasthethird longest serving member. Elected
in the 1935 election out of the city of Calgary, he served from the
Eighth to the 16th Legislatures and served for 33 years and three
months.

Floyd M. Baker, elected in 1935, representing the constituency of
Clover Bar, served from the Eighth to the 15th Legidatures for a
total of 31 years and seven months.

In 1971 Peter Trynchy was elected in the constituency of
Whitecourt, served from the 17th to the 24th Legidatures. He
served for 29 years and five months.

Those are the five longest serving members in the history of the
province of Alberta.

The sixth longest serving member was William Tomyn. Elected
in 1935 in the constituency of Whitford, he served from the Eighth
to the 11th Legislatures and then from the 14th to the 16th, for 28
years and 11 months.

The next longest serving member, elected in 1963, was Ray
Speaker, who served from the 15th to the 22nd Legidatures for the
constituency of Little Bow for 28 years and six months.
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R.E. Aindey was elected in 1935, served from the Eighth to the
14th Legidatures for the constituency of Leduc for 27 years and
eight months.

In 1935 Peter Dawson was elected in the constituency of Little
Bow, served from the Eighth to the 14th Legidatures, for 27 years
and seven months. He served for 26 years as the Speaker of the
Legidative Assembly of the province of Alberta.

Still intherace but moving fast isthe current MLA for Barrhead-
Morinville-Westlock, who was elected in 1979, from the 19th
Legidatureto the present, has now served 26 years and four months
for the constituencies of Barrhead and others but at the conclusion
of this term will just —whoa— go al the way up.

Thank you.

An Hon. Member: It'll be another 10 years before they paint your
portrait.

The Speaker: Well, that’s true.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for West Y ellowhead.

Members Statements

Alberta Winter Games

Mr. Strang: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Asl stand before
you thisafternoon, Alberta sbest young athletes are gathering in the
communities of West Yellowhead for the 2006 Winter Games.
Tonight our Premier will open the games at the Gordon Moore park
in Hinton. Tomorrow the athletes take centre stage as the competi-
tion begins. Twenty-five hundred athletes and officials will take
part, representing eight zones with pride and enthusiasm.

The Alberta Games are the essence of sports in our province.
They bring together the passi on of youth, the power of volunteerism,
and the pride of the community for a special day every two years.

For some athl etes the Alberta Games may be the starting point for
their successful career in sport. For many othersit will give them
the skills and the experience that will help them throughout their
lives.

Hosting the games speaks to the spirit and the pride of Alberta
communities. Thisyear it’ sthe people of Edson, Hinton, Jasper, and
Y ellowhead county who are putting on the show. It takes almost as
many volunteers as athl etes to make this event successful. Fromthe
games' board of directors, committees, and office staff through to
the volunteers driving the buses, preparing the specia meals, and
cleaning the venues — these are the people who deserve our thanks
for their efforts.

Mr. Speaker, I'd ask the members of the House to join me in
wishing everyoneinvolved inthe 2006 Winter Gamesall the best for
asuccessful event.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Foothills-Rocky View.

Supreme Court Nomination Process

Dr. Morton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1’d like to congratul ate the
new Prime Minister of Canada, the Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, on his
historic victory in the January 23 federal election. For only thethird
time in the history of Canada we have a Prime Minister from
Alberta, something that, | am sure, pleases everybody in this
Chamber. Almost everybody.

Mr. Speaker, I'm also pleased to see that Prime Minister Harper
is already fulfilling his campaign promises to bring much-needed

democratic reform and accountability to Ottawa. Today the Prime
Minister announced his nomination of Justice Marshall Rothstein
from Manitobato fill the current vacancy on the Supreme Court of
Canada. On Monday, for thefirst timein the history of our country,
a nominee for the Supreme Court will appear before a public
confirmation hearing and answer questions posed by an all-party
committee of parliamentarians. This is a most welcome constitu-
tional reform. It will bring more openness, more transparency, and
more accountability to the process of government.

Mr. Speaker, since the adoption of the Charter of Rightsin 1982
the justices of the Supreme Court of Canada have become some of
themost politically influential decision-makersin our country. The
peopl e of Canadahave aright to know something about thesejudges
before they are appointed because once they are appointed, they
wield this power until the age of 75 and mandatory retirement.

Monday’s public confirmation hearings will create a historic
precedent for democratic reform and strengthen our system of
checks and balances. So | say congratulations, Prime Minister
Harper.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

Universal Health Care

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, athough Premier
Tommy Douglas of Saskatchewan is called the father of medicare,
thetrue roots of medicare were planted and nurtured in the province
of Alberta. 1t was the government of Albertathat designed thefirst
health care plan in Canadato cover al citizens, and the government
protected this plan in the 1935 and 1942 Alberta state health
insurance acts.

Thefederal government proposalsthat started all of Canadaonthe
road to universal health carein 1945 were the same proposals from
the Alberta Hoadley commission of 1932-33 that had already been
adopted by Alberta. Due to the absence of comprehensive, re-
searched history of medicinein Albertabefore 1947, credit for being
thefirst to establish universal health care was not documented until
just recently by Dr. Robert Lampard. An excerpt from his book
Profiles and Perspectives from Alberta’s Medical History, which
documents the roots of medicare in Alberta, is published in the
February 2006 volume of The Alberta Doctors Digest.

Not only was the government of Alberta the first to establish
medicare in Canada; it's also recognized in this history book as the
greatest defender of medicare. Premier Manning helped save
medicare when he led an appeal to reduce the costs of the 1967
Pearson plan by reducing its contemplated coverage. Alberta's
present Premier helped save medicare by finding a way to stretch
medicare dollarsin 1993.

With health care costs rapidly escalating throughout the world, it
is critically important that we find away to save many of the health
care benefitsthat weenjoy. 1t would beweak and foolish to pretend
that we can save hedlth care without making changes. It is prudent
to prevent acollapse of asystem by restructuring it. There needsto
be anew way to ensure universal health care.

Alberta designed the first health care plan to cover al citizens.
Albertawill design a plan that will protect our health care system
and make it stronger for future generations.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

Support for Olympic Athletes

Mr. Bonko: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. Asthe Olympic Gamesin Turin,
Italy, continue, we as Canadians, more importantly Albertans, have
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much to be proud of. These men and women have put their livesand
careers on hold in the pursuit of excellence in the form of bronze,
silver, and gold.

Rural areas such as Vermilion, Spruce Grove, Canmore, and
Eckville and the cities of Edmonton and Calgary have new heroes.
There have been atotal of 19 medals to date, and a great number of
these belong to Albertans. This speaksvolumesto the quality of the
peopl e this province has within its boundaries. This speaks to the
determination that lies deep within each athlete.

As a province we should be supporting these athletes through
funding. Thisgovernment hasgrowing surpluseslarger than before.
Alberta once had a system that produced many great athletes and
many great Canadians. It'stime that we became that province once
again. We have an opportunity before us in the 2008 Summer
Gamesand the 2010 Winter Olympicsin Canadato allow Albertato
realy stand out, not for oil and gas revenues but for its people, the
true Alberta wealth.
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Currently athletesreceive funding from the corporate community,
the federal government, and nongovernment agencies and families.
Now is the time for leadership from this government to support our
athletes and show that Alberta remains committed to providing
superior quality of lifethat isinclusiveand active, further supporting
a healthy Albertaleading by example.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Child Care Services

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to teke this
opportunity to speak about our province's most valuable resource:
our children. As we are al aware, the changing of the federa
government has created awidespread sense of uncertainty within the
child care sector not only in Alberta but across Canada.

Federa MP Olivia Chow has announced that she plans on
bringing forward a bill that would reaffirm the national child care
agreement enacted by the former federal government. Theimplica
tions of cancelling this agreement are still uncertain in Alberta,
leaving families and child care workers dike in a state of uncer-
tainty. Albertareliedinlarge part upon the funding provided by the
previous federal government to enact its five-point plan, a positive
step in ensuring that our children receive quality care and that child
care workers receive sufficient supports and respect.

| urge the members of this Assembly to join in recognition of the
importance of maintaining and building upon aprovincial child care
program that is healthy, fully supported, and respected. Alberta
families need to know that regardless of who is in Ottawa, their
children will have accessto quality care. Child care workers need
to know that their work is highly valued and that the recent commit-
ments of this provincial government will not be withdrawn or
reduced in light of the federal election results.

I’m expressing my support for families in the child care sector in
Alberta by asking this provincial government to immediately
commit to following through on its responsibilities to the child care
sector through whatever means necessary. In the weslthiest
provincein Canadawe can all agreethat our most val uable resource
isour children. We cannot alow changes in Ottawa to undermine
our commitments to provide respectable, quality care for the next
generation of Albertans.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Public Health Care

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Theresultsof the
federal election have shown that Albertanswill not tolerate dishon-
esty in government. Thisis bad news for the Premier. During the
election the Premier refused to speak honestly to Albertans about
hedlth care. He openly declared that he had no plan for private
hedlth care, and he claimed that he was going to consult with
Albertans prior to moving towardstwo-tier health care. Both claims
haveprovenfase. Theresultisthat th