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Date: 06/02/27
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon. Welcome back.

Let us pray. We confidently ask for strength and encouragement
in our service to others. We ask for wisdom to guide us in making
good laws and good decisions for the present and the future of
Alberta. Amen.

Hon. members and ladies and gentlemen, I’m now going to invite
Mr. Paul Lorieau to lead us in the singing of our national anthem,
and I would invite all to participate in the language of your choice.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

The Speaker: Please be seated.

head: Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Energy.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my privilege today to
be able to stand and introduce to you and to members of this
Assembly 23 employees of Alberta Energy that are here touring
through the public service orientation tour. I am delighted that they
could be able to join us and see how we are preserving democracy
and are hard at work here in the Legislature. They’re in the mem-
bers’ gallery. If they’d stand and receive the warm welcome of the
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Solicitor General.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s with great
pleasure that I rise today to introduce to you and through you to all
Members of the Legislative Assembly two exceptional staff
members from Solicitor General and Public Security. Laurie
Hryciuk and Sue McCoy work in the human resources division of
the Department of Solicitor General and Public Security and have
been a tremendous asset to our department. They are here today to
tour the Legislature Building and the ministerial office. I invite both
Laurie and Sue to please stand and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Mr. Prins: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to introduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly a number
of my constituents: first of all, the Rimbey elementary school grade
6 class. They are accompanied by their teacher, Mr. Jim Moore, and
parent helpers Jody Woodliffe, Rodney Clark, Margaret Tanasiuk,
Kathy Davies, Rick Pankiw, Emily Breton, and Grace Allemand.

They are seated in the public gallery. I will ask them to rise in a
minute.

In addition, I have my constituency assistant, Mrs. Cheryl
Christie, and her two daughters, Lorena and Kathy. Cheryl worked
for many years for Judy Gordon prior to working for me. She’s a
very valued person to our constituency in this province. They’re
also seated in the public gallery.

In addition to that, I would like to introduce Mr. Klaas Klooster.
Mr. Klooster is a former constituent and is executive director of the
Champion’s Centre, an Alberta housing project for mentally ill,
marginalized, homeless, or at-risk men and women in Alberta. The
Champion’s Centre operates in Ponoka and is currently expanding
to Medicine Hat. They also are looking to expand to the Edmonton
area. With Mr. Klooster is Dr. Austin Mardon, a noted Albertan
working with people with schizophrenia. They are seated in the
members’ gallery.

I’d like to ask all these people to rise and receive the warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s a
pleasure to rise today and introduce to you and through you to all
hon. Members of this Legislative Assembly a group that is visiting
the Legislative Assembly today from the Native Counselling
Services of Alberta. This group is led by an elder from the Cree-
Sioux. Her name is Taz Johnson-McGillis, and she is accompanied
today by Sheena McCart, Kevin Chille, Irleen Omeasoo, Wesley
Haineault, and Carlene Weber. The Native Counselling Services of
Alberta provides personal development skills to many people across
the province. Their good work does not go unnoticed nor unappreci-
ated. This delegation is in the public gallery, and I would now ask
them to rise and receive the warm traditional welcome of this House.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to introduce
to you and through you my guest, Mr. Rob Warden, sitting in the
public gallery. Mr. Warden’s mother, Jean, died in unfortunate
circumstances while in continuing care, and he is championing all of
those that remain in continuing care. I would ask that he rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this House.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased today to
introduce to you and members of the Assembly Lynda and Ron
Jonson. Lynda and Ron are tireless advocates for seniors’ issues and
improving conditions in Alberta’s long-term care facilities. Lynda
is a former registered nurse and Ron a former engineer living in
Hinton. I would now ask them to rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of this Assembly.

head: Ministerial Statements

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Winter Olympics

Mr. Klein: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Every four years all Canadians
get to feel part of a bigger team when we come together as a nation
to stand behind our Olympic athletes. At this year’s Olympic Winter
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Games in Torino, Italy, the 196 members of Team Canada made all
Canadians stand up and cheer. Our athletes competed with pride,
talent, and guts, bringing home a record 24 medals. Many others
achieved personal bests, and every effort was worthy of recognition.

The theme for the Olympics in Torino was Passion Lives Here.
Well, Mr. Speaker, passion also lives here in Alberta because many
of Team Canada’s medalists are Alberta athletes, and I would like
to recognize them today by name. The list of Alberta’s medalists is
long, and I ask for everyone’s patience.

We start with, of course, Spruce Grove’s Jennifer Heil. She
started Team Canada off on the right foot on day one, winning gold
in moguls.

Canmore’s Chandra Crawford powered her way to an unexpected
gold in cross-country skiing sprints.

Calgary firefighter Duff Gibson took home the gold in skeleton.
He shared the podium with silver medalist and fellow Calgarian Jeff
Pain. The pride and joy of Eckville, Mellisa Hollingsworth-
Richards, cemented Canada’s strength in skeleton by winning a
bronze.

Can any victory be more dominating than what we saw in
women’s hockey? Calgary residents Carla MacLeod and Hayley
Wickenheiser were big parts of the gold medal team.

Vermilion’s Beckie Scott. Well, she shared a silver medal with
Canmore teammate Sara Renner in the cross-country team sprint.
Beckie was also voted by her peers around the world to represent
athletes on the International Olympic Committee. She is the third
Canadian ever to have this opportunity.

1:40

Arne Dankers of Calgary and Steven Elm of Red Deer collected
silver in the speed skating pursuit event.

Now, Edmonton and Calgary came together for silver in the two-
man bobsleigh thanks to Olympic veteran Pierre Lueders and our
new Canadian, Lascelles Brown.

What would Olympics be without curling success? Okotoks’
Shannon Kleibrink skipped her Calgary teammates Amy Nixon,
Glenys Bakker, and Christine Keshen to bronze. Of course,
Newfoundland won the men’s curling.

I would also note, Mr. Speaker, that many Canadian athletes train
out of Alberta at our world-class facilities at Canada Olympic Park,
the Olympic Oval, and the Canmore Nordic Centre. These are all
legacies of the 1988 Olympic Winter Games in Calgary, and they
continue to inspire the next generation and had much to do with our
athletes’ success in 2006.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all members of this House to join me in
congratulating all of Team Canada for their tremendous efforts at the
2006 Olympic Winter Games in Torino, Italy. [applause]

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour for me to
rise today to respond to the Premier’s sentiments on the recent
Olympic Games in Turin, Italy. These games were a great success
for Canadian as well as Alberta athletes. I was especially pleased to
see so many Canadian women athletes standing on the podiums.
Each of these athletes just mentioned by the Premier deserves our
thanks and our respect for their hard work and sacrifice, their
commitment, their sense of fair play and service. Please give them
a big round of applause. [applause]

We should also pause to thank the families, friends, coaches, and
trainers of those athletes for their sacrifice and dedication. It was
especially inspiring to see that so many family members made the
trip to cheer on their loved ones. These values — hard work,

sacrifice, commitment, fair play, and service — are also the values
that so many Albertans share. They are the values that we see every
day in our teachers, in our doctors, nurses, our health care workers,
in social workers, in religious and other community leaders, in
businesspeople, coaches, parents, and so many others. It is so often
these individuals that help pass these values on to the next genera-
tion. With their help I expect that Canadian and Alberta athletes
may win even more medals at the Vancouver games in the year
2010.

However, 24 medals don’t tell us the whole story. The Olympic
Games, while celebrating the victors, also celebrate the human spirit
and the human family. The Olympics provide us with an opportu-
nity to celebrate diversity amidst our common humanity, to highlight
their play. There’s no better example of this than a coach from an
opposing team providing a pole to a Canadian skier whose pole had
broken during the race.

I sincerely hope that the performances by all of Canada’s athletes
at these games will inspire the next generation to participate more
actively in sporting activities. This is an area where our province
could play an even greater leadership role. There are wonderful
opportunities to help families, especially needy families, with the
resources required to enrol their children in sporting activities, to
invest in the facilities needed, from rural ice rinks to world-class
training centres, and to implement and fund a world-class Alberta
sports plan. With this kind of commitment, sir, Albertans and
Canadians will continue to excel.

Thank you.

The Speaker: I suspect that the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Beverly-Clareview is rising to seek unanimous consent so that his
leader might be able to participate, so why don’t I just ask the
question.

[Unanimous consent granted]
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’ll be brief. 1
would like to thank the House for this opportunity to add my
congratulations to the Canadian team at this year’s Olympic Winter
Games in Torino, Italy. Our Canadian athletes competed with grit
and determination and as a result came home with a record 24
medals, seven of them gold. Nowhere was the grit more evident
than in Clara Hughes’ final three laps in the gruelling 5,000 metre
long-track speed skating race. Clara had literally nothing left in the
tank at the end of the race, collapsing to the ice in pure joy and sheer
exhaustion.

I wish to add the NDP opposition’s congratulations to each and
every one of these outstanding athletes. Whether it was the pure joy
of Chandra Crawford’s unexpected win in the 1.1 kilometre cross-
country pursuit or Pierre Lueders’ and Lascelles Brown’s sheer
determination in winning the silver in the two-person bobsleigh, our
Alberta athletes did us all proud.

On Friday the Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview and [
attended the northeast Rotary club lunch, and we sat with Jennifer
Heil’s extremely proud grandpa. It was really a nice opportunity to
talk to him. He was on cloud nine, and I don’t think he’s come
down yet.

Hopefully, Mr. Speaker, even greater success will be achieved at
the Vancouver/Whistler Olympics in 2010.

In closing, I want to once again on behalf of all Alberta New
Democrats thank the athletes, coaches, families, and all of those on
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the Canadian team that did us so proud in Torino over the last 16
days.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

1:50 Long-term Care

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government continues to
fail the people in our province’s long-term care system. Another
tragic death of a senior at an Edmonton continuing care facility over
the weekend is proof that the system is facing a crisis. Last week’s
announcement for seniors failed to address a range of problems,
including the need for legislated standards of care. My questions are
to the Premier. When will this government develop a solid plan that
will ensure that all Albertans in continuing care can expect to live
under province-wide standards?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, first of all, we’ve put I think about $36
million —is that correct? — into operations for long-term care. That’s
over and above the $140 million we have committed for capital. We
feel that we are tackling the most urgent recommendations right
now. I can tell you that long-term standards are being developed and
will be implemented this year. I’ll have the hon. minister elaborate
further.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the Premier has men-
tioned, we did dedicate $150 million through to the continuing care
system over the past year. Actually, it’s over the past 12 weeks.
That’s $100 million for new spaces in the system, over 4,000 spaces
that will be either built or enhanced in the rural areas, and also it’s
$15 million to enhance lodges. The $36 million are being used, as
the Premier mentioned, to implement urgent needs immediately.

I’d be pleased to comment on the standards that the member had
mentioned in the next question.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thirty-six million dollars aren’t
even what this government gives to the racehorses.

Again to the Premier. The money described in the announcement
is less than half of what this government itself admitted is needed for
seniors. When are you going to come through with province-wide
standards and sufficient funding to meet the needs of people in long-
term care facilities?

Mr. Klein: Just as a matter of clarification, we give absolutely
nothing to horse racing. We give nothing to horse racing. This
person is telling a big fib. He’s not a liar, Mr. Speaker, but he’s
fibbing. That money is generated through slot machines at race-
tracks, and it has nothing to do with the government or government
funding or taxpayers’ dollars.

Mr. Speaker, the government has accepted the MLA task force’s
final report. We are committed to ensuring the safety and well-being
of Albertans in continuing care. As I pointed out, we have given
$140 million plus $36 million in operating over the past three
months. That’s just to cover the last three months and to look after
emergency situations. I believe, notwithstanding what the opposi-
tion says, that this is a significant step forward on behalf of seniors

in continuing care. There’s more to be done and more will be done,
as the hon. minister elaborated.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: will the
government listen to calls from stakeholders across the province and
institute an independent continuing care commissioner to monitor
and enforce standards?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, we had a complete study by MLAs,
including one from the opposition, and they came up with recom-
mendations. The opposition does a credible job of monitoring the
situation. I will give them credit. If we had a commissioner, then
they would have even less reason for justifying their existence.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Budget Surplus

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. By failing to properly plan for
long-term care, this government is failing Alberta’s seniors. By
failing to plan for Alberta’s future, this government is failing
Alberta’s children. Ifhistory has taught us anything, we need to put
money aside in times of boom to prepare for the inevitable decline
of nonrenewable resource revenues. Again to the Premier: will this
government table legislation immediately that will bring an end to
nonemergency, unbudgeted spending?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I’ll have the hon. Minister of Finance and
Provincial Treasurer respond in detail. But there are problems. You
know, the opposition leader can talk about all the things that he
wants to talk about, but he isn’t accountable, thank God. For every
good idea or what is perceived to be a good idea, there is a down-
side. For every action there is an equal and opposite and often
negative reaction.

Now, as we generate huge surplus dollars, an emergency might
occur outside of a natural disaster which can be accounted for in the
sustainability fund. An emergency might occur, and all of a sudden
people are saying to this Liberal opposition: “Well, my God, you
proposed this. You’re sitting on these billions of dollars, and you
can’t spend any to alleviate this emergency.”

Mr. Taylor: Are you just making this up?

Mr. Klein: No, I’'m not making it up. You know, yip, yip, yip.
Why don’t you stick to radio? Lips don’t sweat.

Mr. Speaker, you know, an emergency can evolve or develop, and
the Liberals would be left there hanging out if they ever, God forbid,
became the government.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier. A math
question: when this government puts a billion dollars into the
heritage fund and then subtracts a billion dollars from the fund for
spending, how much is this government investing in the heritage
fund?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, I’ve heard repeatedly from the
opposition that we should be putting money away and saving it.
Today it seems to be an issue. The fact is that we are saving and we
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are investing, and the heritage fund is one way. Yes, while we draw
the investment income from the heritage savings trust fund, we have
not increased until this budget year the actual amount in the fund.
We inflation-proofed it this year. We’ll be debating a billion dollars
for the base of the fund, to grow the real value of that fund.
Therefore, the investment income that is available for programs that
are important to Albertans will grow. I think the opposition
understands that. It’s very difficult to make bad news out of a good-
news story, and this is an attempt.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question to the
Premier: why doesn’t this government adopt our surplus policy that
would put 35 per cent of surpluses into the heritage fund?

Mr. Klein: Well, Mr. Speaker, the policy that we have adopted is a
good policy. We had this discussion today about, well, 30 per cent,
not 35 per cent. It grows and grows. You know, I can recall that
back in the early ’80s this province was in a depression, and 35 per
cent of nothing is nothing. We weren’t able to grow the heritage
savings trust fund for years and years. When you commit 35 per
cent, you commit it when you have surpluses. I would rather stick
with the $1 billion. At least it’s growing.

As I said, for every upside there’s a downside. You know, there
are many, many people out there — and the Liberals hear from some
of them; certainly the NDs do — who say: “Why are you sitting on
this rainy day fund? Why not dissolve it? Why not spend it?
You’re sitting on something like $14 billion. Why not do something
with it?” So for every upside there’s a downside. A billion dollars
seems to be reasonable.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Electricity Deregulation

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last November Mr.
Kellan Fluckiger, this government’s hired hand from California on
electricity matters, issued a policy paper proposing more refinements
to electricity deregulation. This document is a clear indication of the
failure of electricity deregulation after 10 years of trying to make it
work to the benefit of the consumers. In fact, consumers have
always been ignored in any consultations regarding electricity
deregulation. Now we find out that the EUB has been cut out of the
loop as well. My first question is to the Minister of Energy. Why
was the EUB not given an opportunity to provide input to the
Department of Energy on the matters dealt with in this very paper
before it was circulated to stakeholders across Alberta?

2:00

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, the document put out by the Department
of Energy in December on roles and responsibilities, looking at the
work of the various boards, the Energy and Utilities Board being one
of those boards, was put out for consultation so that they could have
it so that they could provide feedback. It was literally in that context
that we’ve acted. We’ve provided no recommendations yet on it.
It’s been in discussion among all the boards, including the Alberta
Energy and Utilities Board.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that this
discussion paper that has been responded to by the EUB expresses

their deep disappointment that they have not been consulted, has the
minister on behalf of the government instructed Mr. Fluckiger not to
consult with the EUB in regard to these further deregulation
refinements?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The whole process has been
about consultation. It has been about: how do we actively engage
people about improving what is already a very good system? We
want to make sure that among the various boards they’ve have the
opportunity to reflect upon their roles and if there are ways that we
can improve it to avoid overlap, duplication, those kinds of things.
So it has been very strong and open, and it has engaged some very
good public comment back, so I compliment our department very
much on being quite open on that consultation.

Mr. MacDonald: Again, Mr. Speaker, to the same minister: this
government is not open. Now, will the Alberta government fire Mr.
Fluckiger for failing to consult with the EUB and other stakeholders
in Alberta in this latest attempt to try to convince Albertans that
electricity deregulation will and can work?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, 1 will absolutely compliment and
encourage our department and certainly the individuals that he has
mentioned to continue the work that they’ve been doing in a very
open, very transparent — that document has been circulated to all of
the parties involved, and we’ve had quite a bit of comment from all
of those parties, a good discussion ongoing. So it has been very
much an open dialogue. We will continue to ensure that we have the
best system for all Albertans.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Vermilion-
Lloydminster.

Health Care Privatization

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Premier
continues to hide his plans for private, two-tier health care from the
Alberta people. Yesterday he falsely claimed that the NDP had not
contributed any ideas to improve health care or control costs. This
is all the more outrageous given that just last fall the Tory caucus
voted down an NDP bill that would have cut drug costs by a
minimum of $75 million a year. My question is to the Premier.
Why did the Premier tell the House that he was open to innovative
ideas to save money in the public system when his government has
already rejected a proposal based on a proven New Zealand plan that
has dramatically cut the growth in prescription drug expenditures in
their health system?

Mr. Klein: I'm going to give the hon. member a lesson in, well,
geography and political jurisdiction.

Mr. Mason: We’re all ears.

Mr. Klein: Right. He’s all ears.

First of all, New Zealand is a country. It’s a country, not a
province. It’s a country. Now, the national government in New
Zealand can do things. Here we have to seek the consensus of all the
Premiers and the territorial leaders, and we’re trying to do that. It’s
not to say that the NDs’ idea is a bad idea. As a matter of fact, we
will pursue if we can do it provincially. But in order to do it
nationally, you have to get the ND Premiers from Saskatchewan and
Winnipeg onside. Or Manitoba.



February 27, 2006

Alberta Hansard 41

Mr. Mason: Winnipeg is a city.

Mr. Klein: I stand corrected. Although Winnipeg represents the
largest part of Manitoba, it is a city.

Mr. Speaker, if we could get all of the Premiers onside, including
the ND Premiers, I would like to do that not only as it affects
pharmaceuticals but as it affects uniforms. We’ve done a protocol
on if there is something that Alberta is doing well in the hospitals,
then rather than building another centre of excellence in, say,
Winnipeg or Toronto, all the patients would come here.

So we are trying to come to grips with these kinds of things, and
I would ask the hon. member to put pressure on his ND cousins in
Manitoba and Saskatchewan to move on this particular issue.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, why doesn’t the Premier just admit that
he’s not so interested in controlling costs as he is in finding an
excuse to privatize our public health care system?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, first of all, I’'m going to make it clear what
the proposed legislation accommodates, and it’s only one part. The
hon. leader of the third party brought up another part; that is, a
national consensus that we should have common purchasing. That
is one way to achieve savings. Another way is to look at all the
administrative costs connected with health authorities. That is
another way. The high cost of drugs generally, an aging population:
all of these things are problems and need to be addressed.

We’re looking at one solution to one component of the problem,
and that component is: first of all, no one, absolutely no one, not
even this individual will have to suffer. If he is sick or ifheisina
car accident, he will be treated. He will be treated under the publicly
funded system. Now, if he has a hernia, like Jack Layton had, then
he might have the opportunity to move out of the line and pay for it
like he would at the Shouldice clinic. But if the doctor says,
“Lookit, it might be causing you some discomfort and pain, but I
can’t do anything for another year,” if he wants to wait, he will get
treated. So he will get treated under any circumstance.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, I do have a pain, but it’s sitting over
there.

Why doesn’t the Premier admit that any solution that improves the
public health care system is of no interest to him because he’s
looking for excuses to privatize, privatize, privatize?

The Speaker: I’'m not so sure that that’s a question.

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I’1l tell you what I’m trying to do: bring
costs down in line with the rate of inflation — that’s one thing that I
would seek the hon. leader of the third party’s co-operation on —and
improve access. Now, that is one component of the whole situation
relative to bringing those costs in line, one component. Yes, it
involves perhaps using the private system to move out of the line,
but I repeat: anyone who needs treatment will get that treatment.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

Assistance for the Grains and Oilseeds Sector

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think everyone in this
Assembly would agree that our grains and oilseed producers have
become among the best and most efficient in the world, yet they face
avery, very bleak future. Whether it is the trade distorting subsidies,
whether it’s high input costs or low commodity prices, whether it’s

the weather or a combination of everything, their industry is on the
verge of collapse. Many producers feel that the CAIS program in its
current form doesn’t address their particular circumstance. My
question is to the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Develop-
ment. Given these circumstances, what is the government doing to
assist our grains and oilseeds producers for the 2006 crop year?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. A very good question
because this is an area that is of grave concern. Our Premier and our
caucus are all very aware of the crisis that we see in the grains and
oilseeds sector today: the high input costs, the low commodity
prices.

What we’ve done is moved fairly quickly on production insurance
changes that will help producers with their 2006 growing season.
We reduced the cost of the premium on the spring price endorsement
from 50 per cent to 30 per cent. We announced that just recently.
As well, we moved early on the commodity price front too by
boosting the floor price under the revenue insurance coverages,
effectively setting a floor price for many of these cereals. When you
add up all of the programs — and it’s a package of programs that’s
available to all of our producers today — there’s over half a billion
dollars available to producers this spring between the federal
government’s programs and our programs. We encourage the
producers to visit one of the 52 AFSC offices around the province so
that they can get the information they need.

Can we do more, Mr. Speaker? Yes, I believe we can do more,
but this is a Canadian problem, and all of the provinces are talking
to our new federal minister. We hope to get some more information
out to producers very soon.

2:10
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
while every little bit helps, in the short term that addresses some of
the problems. Can our grains and oilseed producers expect a future
without the subsidies? What is our industry looking at in the future?

Mr. Horner: Well, Mr. Speaker, it is a good question. Really, what
we’re talking about is: is the grains and oilseed sector viable long
term? Is it sustainable without government support? My answer to
that is: yes, it is. But we need to deal with the WTO. We need to
deal with new markets and new products for those cereals, which we
are working on in co-operation with not only the other provinces but
with our federal minister. We’re talking to the industry. We just
announced a three-point plan.

You know, when BSE hit this province, we came up with a BSE
recovery strategy. We are working on a grains and oilseeds recovery
strategy, and we’ll be moving with that fairly quickly in March, Mr.
Speaker, and hope to map out that future for the grains and oilseeds
sector.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
does the minister know when the Alberta producers can expect
payments from the federal government from the $755 million

program announced last year?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
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Mr. Horner: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I can tell you that some of those
payments are coming out right away. The federal government has
tied these payments of the $755 million, actually, to the CAIS
program, and for those producers who have submitted their 2004
CAIS claim, those cheques are moving fairly quickly. They’re
based on 7 and a half per cent of a five-year average of net sales of
eligible grains with the possibility of a top-up later this year although
the federal minister assures me that the majority of funds are going
to come out fairly quickly. Ifthe producers have not filed their 04,
I again encourage them to get to one of those 52 AFSC offices or get
those applications in because it also enables them to apply for the 50
per cent advance on their *05 year, which again will put dollars into
producers’ hands this spring. Roughly $200 million out of that $750
million we believe will land in Alberta.

Chronic Wasting Disease

Mr. Bonko: Mr. Speaker, last year this spring this government
continued to deny that chronic wasting disease posed a threat to
human health or wild deer populations. While this government is in
denial, the problem is spreading. Fish and wildlife have no answers,
yet the minister of agriculture has accused us of fearmongering, and
this is the second cull in two years. To the Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development: is the government continuing to take
the same stance as last year, that chronic wasting disease is not a
problem?

Mr. Horner: Well, Mr. Speaker, I never said that chronic wasting
disease was not a problem. What I said was that we have a surveil-
lance system that works very well. What I said was that we support
our elk industry and our deer industry because they, too, have a
future. We’ve never said that CWD wasn’t a problem.

Mr. Bonko: To the same minister: is this minister willing to give
guarantees that chronic wasting disease will not enter the human
food chain? It’s a simple question: yes or no?

The Speaker: Nobody can give guarantees, hon. member. The next
question.

Mr. Bonko: Thank you. Is the minister willing to apologize to
Albertans for waiting so long to act on the threat of chronic wasting
disease?

Mr. Horner: Mr. Speaker, that’s a ridiculous question. Really, the
hon. member needs to do a little more research. This industry has
been around for quite some time. The CWD surveillance has been
around for quite some time and, in fact, is viewed around the world
as a model which some other jurisdictions should be following. To
follow his logic, when we were hit with BSE in the beef industry, we
should have shut it down. We didn’t do that. We’re supporting our
producers. We’re doing what’s right based on science, and we’re
doing what’s right for our consumers.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for West Yellowhead, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Environmental Initiatives

Mr. Strang: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Alberta has long
placed a priority on finding sustainable ways to develop its natural
resources to benefit all Albertans. One of these resources is coal,
and the province’s reserves are estimated to be twice the energy of
Alberta’s oil sands resources. In the Premier’s address on Tuesday

night he emphasized this government’s continued commitment to
clean-coal research. He referred to the ingenuity it took to make oil
sands resources a long-term prosperity and that Alberta’s best minds
and industry leaders have the knowledge and innovation needed to
unlock coal’s massive potential. My question is to the Minister of
Innovation and Science. Can the minister tell the House about the
research taking place to develop clean-coal technology?

Mr. Doerksen: Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the tremendous fiscal
success that we are having in this province from energy resources,
it is now time to continue to focus on the long-term problems that we
have, and clean-coal technology is one of those opportunities. The
goal, quite simply, of our clean-coal research is to find technologies
that use our coal — and I’ll call it Alberta coal — more efficiently,
with a minimal impact on our environment. [ say Alberta coal
because Alberta coal is primarily subbituminous, which means it has
a lower sulphur content and a lower mercury content, which has
characteristics that have to be used in a different variety than other
coal sources. Not only electricity generation but the importance of
this research into other areas that can offset the use of natural gas are
important.

Specifically to the member’s question, together with industry the
Alberta Energy Research Institute is currently working on 10
projects that are assessing clean-coal technologies for Alberta’s
needs. These include coal gasification with reduced emissions and
the capture, storage, and usage of carbon dioxide.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Strang: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My first supple-
mentary question is to the same minister. What is the government
doing to encourage development of renewable energy resources?

Mr. Doerksen: Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the importance of
clean-coal technologies, we also recognize that there has to be a mix
of energy technologies. The Alberta Energy Research Institute is
really focused on six priority areas that we’re working on: one of
those I’ve talked about, of course, with clean coal, clean carbon; a
second area is CO, management; bitumen upgrading; improved
recovery of oil and gas; alternative and renewable energy; and water
management.

Just one example that I will give to the members would be a
project that we have on biomass through the Alberta Research
Council at a feedlot in Vegreville. This project generates about 1
megawatt of power from agricultural waste. That’s enough electric-
ity to power their complete operation or a 2,000-person village.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize that a mix is important and are
working on a number of different fronts.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Strang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second supplementary
question is to the Minister of Environment. Can the minister explain
what actions are being taken to make sure Alberta continues to have
clean air to breathe, free of emissions such as mercury and sulphur
dioxide?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, if you can imagine this province as
being the leader of environmental initiatives across North America,
imagine this: this province sharing our technology with the rest of
the world. Albertans can do it because we’re investing in technol-
ogy such as clean-burning coal.

What have we done in the last week, you ask? Well, let me tell
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you what we’ve done. Our standing policy committee, our cabinet,
our caucus all supported new regulations that, in fact, are reducing
mercury by 2010 by 50 per cent. How much did you say? Fifty per
cent. That’s 1,200 kilograms to 600 kilograms. That’s just the
beginning of more to come.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View,
followed by the hon. Member for Peace River.

2:20 Coal-bed Methane Drilling

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government has actively
encouraged coal-bed methane drilling, assuring Albertans that it’s
safe. Thousands of coal-bed methane wells have been drilled in the
past few years. The farmers and municipalities in proximity to these
wells are experiencing dramatic change in their drinking water.
High levels of methane, caustic skin burns, loss of safe drinking
water have been reported, and they’re serious health and safety
issues with no consistent process for investigation and management.
To the Minister of Energy: how is it that CBM drilling is full speed
ahead when we’re still awaiting recommendations from the advisory
committee and protective legislation is not in place?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, last fall there was a draft report, as you
may be aware, from the Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee on
coal-bed methane, and that went through public feedback at that
stage. That final report has now been prepared. We have just been
in receipt of it. We are hopeful to have that report out in the not-too-
distant future.

That said, I must re-emphasize, though, that the Energy and
Utilities Board does still act on all of those issues that you’ve raised,
very fact-, science-based information, to ensure that our water is
protected. One of the recommendations coming out will be to
ensure that we continue to gather and have the research on the
protection of those aquifers so that we can continue to let all
Albertans be reassured that their water will be protected as the coal-
bed methane drilling continues.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is precisely the question.
You’re continuing drilling before the regulations are in place. Why
has there, for example, not been a regulation that all water in an area
should be tested before the drilling?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, there are regulations in place. This is
another report, the Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee, to help
improve the regulatory framework that we have, a very good and
one of the best, reputable standards throughout the world. The
Energy and Utilities Board does act upon ensuring that when these
issues come forward in any application, those things such as that
water quality are preserved on every application, not just those going
forward but those that have happened in the past.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Minister of Environ-
ment: do you support coal-bed methane development without
adequate legislative protection of groundwater?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, unequivocally I do not. In fact, as I
was just sharing with the Minister of Energy, some industries have
come forward, looking under the Water Act, legislation that was

passed in this Assembly. The answer to them at this point, until the
report is complete, has been n-o. That’s two letters. No.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Peace River, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Aboriginal Training and Employment

Mr. Oberle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’re hearing more and
more about the growing need for skilled labour in Alberta, and we
know that aboriginal Albertans aren’t nearly as represented in the
labour force as other Albertans. Clearly, we need to provide more
opportunities to aboriginal people so they can develop the skills they
need for a career in the trades. This morning the Minister of
Advanced Education announced that the province has now over
1,100 aboriginal apprentices, compared to just 238 in 2002. My first
question to that minister: can he give us a reason for this increase?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, our government has made it a
priority to increase the number of aboriginal people in the workforce
and the number of aboriginal people who have access to
postsecondary educational opportunities. To achieve that goal, in
the last few years there have been a number of initiatives that have
been launched to encourage young aboriginal people to consider a
career in the trades. We’ve introduced promotional materials in all
schools encouraging young aboriginal people to consider a career in
the trades, we’ve sent youth ambassadors to speak to young
aboriginal people around the province about career planning, we’ve
worked to connect aboriginal apprentices with employers, and we’ve
provided scholarships for aboriginal apprentices.

Reaching the 1,100 number, which is what we have now regis-
tered, is a significant milestone that all members of this Assembly
and all Albertans should be pleased about. As a province we need
to ensure that all Albertans, including those of aboriginal descent,
have the learning opportunities available to them so that they can be
part of Alberta’s future.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Oberle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental to the
same minister: has the minister set a target for further increasing the
number of aboriginal apprentices and a method to achieve it?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, we’d like to achieve 1,500 aboriginal
apprentices by 2008-2009. I think that’s very achievable. In fact,
it’s probably a low target. My hope is that we’ll surpass it quickly
and achieve even higher numbers of aboriginal apprentices than that.
We plan to continue the efforts under way to facilitate aboriginal
people becoming involved as apprentices. We want to expand
efforts to promote the trades as a good career choice not just to
aboriginal people but to all Albertans.

We’re working closely with the postsecondary institutions to
strengthen the programs and services to ensure that aboriginal
people, particularly, can be successful in preapprenticeship programs
and can have that type of success. We’re planning to do more to link
industry with aboriginal organizations and First Nation groups to
discuss training and employment opportunities not just in urban
institutions, Mr. Speaker, but distributed learning opportunities in
the community across the province. It’s very exciting that NAIT had
their first graduating class of their mobile classroom in Conklin in
September of last year. Programs like that are very important to
provide access.
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The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Oberle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Final supplemental to the
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development: I'm
wondering if the minister can inform us what her department is
doing to increase the number of aboriginal Albertans participating
in other sectors of the job market beyond trades.

Ms Calahasen: Well, Mr. Speaker, first of all, because my depart-
ment is not a service provider, we actually rely upon partnerships,
and those partnerships are indicative of what happened this morning
with Advanced Education. That’s just one example.

Within the various departments that we do have, we encourage
them to ensure that there are training components and some
employment opportunities as well as economic opportunities. Asan
example, under Human Resources and Employment we have the
aboriginal labour strategy that’s going on. Mr. Speaker, in the health
area we have bursaries that will help ensure that careers do occur for
aboriginal people in the health sector. With the federal government
we have what we call the aboriginal workforce participation
initiative, and that initiative is an agreement between us to be able
to see how we can improve the employment opportunities for the
First Nations and Métis people of this province.

We’ve done some really good things with the municipalities. As
an example, the city of Grande Prairie signed an agreement with us
under the AWPI to ensure that their departments within the city
work with the city’s industry to see what opportunities will be
available beyond the trades. So, Mr. Speaker, partnerships are what
we live on, and industry is certainly part of that.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Postsecondary Education Policy

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This past weekend the
Minister of Advanced Education and I both attended Public Interest
Alberta’s At the Crossroads summit on postsecondary education, and
I want to commend the minister for not only being there but rolling
up his sleeves and getting involved. Nevertheless, it seems that
advanced education has gone from the penthouse to the doghouse on
this government’s priority list in the past year. Not one piece of
legislation is scheduled from Advanced Education yet this session.
To the minister: does this mean that the starvation diet is over and
that there’s money enough and space enough and professors enough
and a fair tuition policy for all postsecondary students in Alberta?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, legislation is not the only way to create
a priority. In fact, if you don’t need more laws, you ought not to
make more laws.

Our Premier, in sponsoring Bill 1 last year, the Access to the
Future Act, brought into this House, and this House passed, legisla-
tion which is very broad in scope which allows us and compels us to
make postsecondary education a priority in this province. It sets out
the access to the future fund, a $3 billion fund which encourages
investment not only from the government but from the community,
from individuals, from good corporate citizens to make
postsecondary learning a priority. It committed to putting a billion
dollars into the heritage scholarship fund to make sure that finances
are available for students to get an education.

It highlighted some areas like a common application process so
that students can have access to all the public postsecondary
institutions, easy access through one-stop shopping, so to speak. I

can report to the House that there’s a committee consisting of the
colleges and universities in the province, which are actively engaged
in designing that system as we speak.

It set out the procedure for a searchable inventory for scholarships
and bursaries, and that process is well under way. No more
legislation is needed for that. It talked about plans to increase
participation in the advanced education of individuals who are
disadvantaged due to socioeconomic, geographic, or cultural
barriers. This morning we announced that there are now 1,100
aboriginal apprentices in the province. We’re being very successful
on that. So it’s not a matter of more legislation, Mr. Speaker; it’s a
matter of keeping doing the very successful things we’re doing.

2:30
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that tuition fees are
governed by the Post-secondary Learning Act, section 61, does the
absence of an amending bill in this session of the Legislature mean
that students and their institutions will have to wait for a tuition
policy until this time next year or beyond?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, it’s been clear since the beginning of
February of 2005 that we were going to bring in a new tuition
policy. In fact, I’'ve been calling it a new affordability policy
because it’s more than just tuition. It’s not just the cost of paying
tuition, but it’s also the cost for rural Albertans of getting to school
and the cost of living when they get to school or for urban Albertans
who have to move to another place to go to school, so tuition and
affordability.

The Premier indicated last February in his speech to the province
that we would have that policy in place by the fall of 2006. We’ve
reiterated that. We indicated this fall during the learning forum that
we had that we would be bringing out a policy this spring so that
people would be able to see it and that policy would be in place by
the fall of 2006 so that students and institutions could plan on it.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could the minister assure us
that there will be the appropriate legislation that enables that new
tuition policy in place in time for a new tuition policy to be in place
for next fall so that students don’t have to wait yet another year and
we don’t need another year of rebates? The Learning Alberta review
seems to be dealing with just about every issue but tuition policy.

Mr. Hancock: Well, given that the hon. member and I both sat in
the same session at the forum yesterday in talking about tuition
policy and he heard some of the things that we were talking about,
he knows that there’s an incredible interest in how tuition policy and
affordability is crafted and that there are many options available.
It’s prudent — and I’m sure he would agree that it’s prudent — to
explore those opportunities and come to a consensus of the best way
forward for Alberta students.

We’ve promised that that policy will be in place. It will come out
this spring. It’ll be available for discussion. It’ll be in place in the
fall, and if there’s need for legislation, we’ll be bringing forward the
legislation, and I’m sure the hon. member will help us expedite any
legislation that’s necessary to put that policy in place for students
when they’ve had a thorough and complete opportunity.

This is not a short-term fix, Mr. Speaker. This is a long-term
issue. Advancing education is importa