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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Monday, March 6, 2006
Date: 06/03/06
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. We give thanks for the bounty of our province, our
land, our resources, and our people. We pledge ourselves to act as
good stewards on behalf of all Albertans. Amen.

Hon. members and to our guests here today, would you please join
in the singing of our national anthem. We’ll be led today by Mr.
Paul Lorieau. Would you kindly participate in the language of your
choice.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

The Speaker: Please be seated.

head: Introduction of Visitors

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of International and Intergovern-
mental Relations.

Mr. Stelmach: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly His
Excellency Dr. Musaed Al-Haroun, the ambassador of Kuwait to
Canada. His Excellency is accompanied by the Kuwaiti ambassa-
dor’s third secretary, Mr. Al-Kulaib. The ambassador is on his first
official visit to Alberta. His Excellency has had a very busy
schedule with courtesy calls on the hon. Premier and my cabinet
colleagues and the MLA for Calgary-East.

Alberta’s exports to Kuwait reached over $40 million in 2005,
consisting mostly of oil and gas machinery and agricultural products.
There has been increasing contact between Alberta and Kuwait.
This summer Kuwaiti oil companies will meet with their Alberta
counterparts at energy conferences in Houston and Calgary. In the
meantime, I’d ask our honoured visitors, who are seated in your
gallery, to please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
this Assembly.

head: Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Mr. Klein: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today to
introduce Shanly Donahue. Shanly and her husband, Jack Donahue,
are close friends to Colleen and me and, of course, are close to many
members of the government caucus. Shanly is a proud Albertan and
active in her community, and I’'m honoured to have her join us
today. She’s seated in the members’ gallery, and I would ask that
the Assembly please join me in giving her the warm welcome of the
Legislature.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Advanced Education.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly 26
enthusiastic grade 6 students along with their teachers Ms Nancy
Ellestad and assistant Maria Flammia and parent helpers Donna
McLean and Colleen Smith. They are from the Archbishop Joseph
MacNeil school in my constituency of Edmonton-Whitemud.
They’re here today to observe and learn with keen interest about our
government, although [ understood from the question time [ had with
them earlier day that they’ve learned about government very
thoroughly both from their teachers and through the tour that they
had today at the Legislature. They’re seated in the members’
gallery, and I’d ask that they please stand and receive the traditional
warm welcome of the House.

Mr. Lougheed: Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to rise today to introduce
to you and through you to the members assembled two residents of
Strathcona constituency who are seated in your gallery. They are
Frank and Adele Peters, who are the proud parents of page Robyn
Peters, who is a student at Ardrossan junior/senior high school. I’d
ask Mr. and Mrs. Peters to please rise and accept the traditional
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Stony Plain.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly
Carter Snethun, who is seven years old and just yesterday received
the Great Kids award. Carter is accompanied today by his parents,
his grandparents, and his sister. When Carter heard about a family
in need, he decided to do something about it. The family was
staying in Edmonton to be by their baby, who had just received life-
saving open-heart surgery. The family needed $1,000 to make a trip
home for Christmas. Carter sold his and his sister’s artwork to raise
the funds and in three weeks raised over $3,500. Carter isn’t big in
stature, but he’s big in the hearts of all Albertans. They are seated
today in the members’ gallery. I would ask that Carter and his
family stand and receive the traditional warm welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Children’s Services.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to introduce
some incredibly talented and hard-working individuals who are here
in recognition of National Social Work Week, from March 5 to 11.
It is my distinct pleasure to introduce to you and through you to all
members of the Legislature social workers from the Ministry of
Children’s Services. My guests are seated in the members’ gallery
this afternoon, and it’s my honour to introduce Brenda Mazurek,
Edward Garrick, Denine Kalita, Judy Pearce, Morris Chaban, Fran
Champagne, Janice Adamson, Debbie Osbaldeston, Clay Golden,
Cathie Aquirre, Dinah Weeks, Rod Adachi, and Guy Quenneville.
Also supporting Social Worker Week is Gord Johnston, the CEO for
the Edmonton and area child and family services authority. I’ll ask
my guests to stand and receive the warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a great privilege for me to
rise today and introduce to you and through you to all members of
the Assembly 26 of the best and brightest grade 6 students in
Alberta. They’re from Meadowlark elementary school. They are
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accompanied by their teacher, Ms Moreau, and two parent helpers,
Mrs. Kaliel and Ms Mack. They’re here for a week in the School at
the Legislature program, which, I must say, is an outstanding
program. They’re in the public gallery. I would ask them to rise and
receive the warm reception of all MLAs.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very pleased to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly a
friend and assistant, Marj Carroll. Marj is an assistant in the
Edmonton-Mill Woods constituency office. 1’d like to ask her to
stand, and I’d like to ask all members of the Assembly to give her
our warm traditional welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my great pleasure to
rise and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly a huge group, 70 students from Meyonohk elementary
school in my riding accompanied by their teachers Mr. David
Fairfield and Mr. Victor Wang and parents Mrs. Chan, Mrs. Hai, and
Mr. Chan. This is a Chinese/English bilingual school program
established over 20 years ago. They are all sitting in both the public
and members’ galleries. I want to thank them for coming to the
Legislature. I request them to please rise and receive a warm and
traditional welcome.

1:40

Now it’s my second group introduction. Thank you once again,
Mr. Speaker. It’s my great pleasure to rise again to introduce to you
and through you to all members of the Assembly Dr. Aman Khanna,
visiting from England, U.K. He is here to check out the Alberta
health care system. I want to thank him for coming to the Legisla-
ture. He is sitting in the public gallery with my son, Ricky
Agnihotri. He has a master’s in public health. I request both of
them to please rise and receive a warm and traditional welcome.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly
Sharla Ozeroff, my constituency assistant in St. Albert, who is well
known in northern Alberta as one of the best hockey referees we
have. Would you please rise? Welcome to the Assembly.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my
pleasure this afternoon to introduce to you and through you to all
Members of the Legislative Assembly a young lady who is the
newest member of the Official Opposition staff. Her name is Kelly
FitzGibbon. She is seated in the public gallery. She is joining us to
perform admin support duties. [ would ask Kelly to please stand and
receive the warm traditional welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Advanced Education.
Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure for me

today to rise and introduce someone who is well known to members
of this Assembly, but I want to introduce him today in his capacity

as vice-chair of the board of governors of the University of Alberta
and head of their strategic planning. Mr. Brian Heidecker is with us
in the members’ gallery. I can say to the House that we’ve relied on
Brian to head up a committee for us in terms of the access to the
future fund and help us design a report around how we put the
regulations in place. He has done strategic planning with the
University of Alberta and, generally, has helped to advance educa-
tion in Alberta. I’d like members to give him a warm welcome.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Health Care Reform

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In the last 13 years at least 10
different deputy ministers have presided over a health department so
dysfunctional that after commissioning over 20 different reports,
symposiums, summits, frameworks, plans, and initiatives, they still
appear to be stopped at step 1. These reports include in 2006 the
health policy framework; in 2005 the health reform implementation;
in 2000 We Are Listening, Here’s What We’ve Heard; and on and
on and on. My questions are to the Premier. How many tens of
millions of dollars has your government spent producing these
numerous reports, symposiums, summits, frameworks, plans, and
initiatives going all the way back to 1993?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I don’t have that information.
The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: after
spending 13 years and millions, probably tens of millions of dollars
on these reports and plans and initiatives, why does the most recent
one have as action 1, “Put an overall health policy in place”?
Surely, after 20 reports there’s a health policy for this province.

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, much of the health policy has been
implemented. Some has yet to be implemented. What we see in the
policy is a proposal that is now under public consultation, and we
will take the public’s feedback into account, as we will the Liberal
opposition’s feedback and the NDs’ feedback and the Alliance’s.

I’'m glad to see that our proposed reforms have sparked what [
think is a needed debate about health care in Canada. I see that the
federal Minister of Health was speaking about our proposed reforms
on CTV and agrees that this kind of debate is good. I also see that
the Montreal Economic Institute has waded into the debate and has
said that there is absolutely nothing illegal about opting in and
opting out. That remains to be seen. But the federal Liberal
candidate for the leadership, Mr. Martin Cauchon, was quoted last
week as saying: “The nature of democracy is to allow discussion and
debate. To reject the simple idea of exploring alternatives is
unhealthy for the future of health care in this country.” That comes
from a Liberal.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. If open debate is a healthy
thing, why did the Premier dismiss our policy last week as “crap”?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I won’t use that word again. I apologized.
If he is not man enough to accept an apology, then he doesn’t
deserve to be sitting there.
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The Speaker: There is a tradition in the House that once a matter is
dealt with, it is dealt with, so it’s probably not good language to
repeat.

Second Official Opposition main question. The hon. Leader of
the Official Opposition.

Cost of Health Care Reform

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Electricity deregulation, one of
the most expensive and unpopular public policies in Alberta’s
history, was forced through by this government on the misguided
claims of lower cost, more choice, and better service. I was at an
REA meeting recently where delegates spoke about electricity
deregulation costing Alberta a staggering $15 billion. Now this
government is preparing to force through health reforms with the
same phony arguments of lower cost, more choice, and better
service. It amounts to health care deregulation. My questions are to
the Premier. Given that the Premier has already admitted that the
proposed health care reforms will cost patients more, how much is
he planning to shift onto the backs of individual Albertans?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I haven’t made that admission. I’ve said
that we will consult with the public, and if the Liberals or the NDs
have a better idea, send them over. I will have the hon. Minister of
Health and Wellness speak to the proposals in the red book because
many of those, as the minister will elaborate, have been carried out
already, and they are a key to achieving sustainable health care.

Relative to electricity, Mr. Speaker — it was included in the
preamble, so I think I can speak to it — first of all, the retail side of
electricity has not been regulated. People have the choice of staying
on the regulated rate. As a matter of fact, if the hon. Leader of the
Official Opposition listens to the Enmax commercial, the Enmax
commercial clearly says: we will offer a rate competitive with or
under — I’m paraphrasing now, and I don’t know exactly what it says
— the government regulated rate. The only thing that has been
deregulated is the production of energy.

Dr. Taft: Again to the Premier: given that even basic service from
a private clinic in Calgary was going to cost $300 per month out of
pocket per patient, is the Premier happy to support a policy that
could easily cost Albertans another car payment a month?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, this is all part of the healthy debate that
ought to take place, and certainly inside or outside the Legislature
the hon. Leader of the Official Opposition has ample opportunity to
provide his insights.

1:50
The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: given that
electricity deregulation led to soaring costs, worse service, and
dismal choice, why should Albertans have any confidence in this
government’s health policies, which amount to health care deregula-
tion?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, as I explained before relative to the
deregulation of electricity, the only thing that was deregulated was
the production of electricity, not the retail of electricity. People can
still secure electricity through the regulated rate and can for some
time, as I understand it. Indeed, the hon. member should listen to
the Enmax ad, but if he hasn’t, I’'1l send it to him.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Hospital Capacity

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. At 8 a.m. on March 1,
2006, there were 81 people in the Capital region emergency rooms
waiting for a bed, but none were available. We’ve heard from the
ER physicians that the situation is in crisis and not just, and I quote,
horrible, as is normal, end quote. Currently hospitals are often
forced to cancel elective surgeries because there are no beds to put
the patients in afterwards. My questions are to the minister of
health. Why don’t these hospitals have the staff and resources to
function properly?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, traditionally this season, the flu season,
always sees an extra burden on health care delivery systems. The
work that’s being done by the Capital health authority and Calgary
health authority is very aggressive in trying to find alternative
strategies: moving day surgeries to other locations, finding ways to
work with the people that are delivering patients by ambulance in
this city, working on a different protocol so that we efficiently use
staffing, both from the city ambulance delivery as well as providing
some other options. It is regrettable when we need extra space for
patients, but I can assure this Assembly that everything possible is
being done to accommodate those patients.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Well, thank you. Again to the same minister: what
concrete steps has this minister taken since December to improve
this situation? Flu season happens every year; you should have been
expecting it. This has been a day-to-day crisis.

Ms Evans: You know, Mr. Speaker, I truly believe that Albertans
want us to find solutions in a collaborative way. Each health region
is working to do just that, not only with partners in other health
regions.

If one is going to talk about how we have provided for health care
in Alberta, let’s look at the success rates in health care. In Canada
there’s probably no other place that people would be able to get such
quick and responsive service. The $1.4 billion in capital planning
that was added this past year for new spaces will help address a lot
of'the problems. The bed reclamation project and other new projects
have been announced.

Mr. Speaker, over and above that, the primary care networks,
which are a community-based response facility, in this region have
increased. In total now we have 11 primary care networks to help
take off some of the pressures of the burden of the people that arrive
sick.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. My last question, again to the same
minister: will the minister assure Albertans that the new hospitals
that are being built or expanded will have the resources to function?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, with the best that we know today,
they will have the resources to function. Today we are looking at an
expansion of the role of hospitals, looking at the expanded use of
community-based facilities for health care. If you look, for example,
at some of the facilities we’re building — and I’ll address one right
now, the Calgary Children’s hospital, which some have apparently
criticized as not being big enough. The expansion of the outpatient
there is going to increase the capacity by 60 per cent at that facility.
Three other spaces in three other hospitals look after other children’s
issues.
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Mr. Speaker, children don’t want to be in hospital, and the acuity
level for those that will be in hospital will be higher than ever
before. We’re working very hard to allow children to heal and
recuperate in their own homes, where they’re likely to heal better in
a loving atmosphere.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party, followed by the
hon. Member for Strathcona.

Health Care Reform Consultation

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, today I sent the
Premier a letter calling for real, meaningful, and transparent public
hearings on the government’s proposal for two-tier, private medicine
in Alberta. The government has hurriedly announced that previously
closed-door SPC meetings dealing with health care would be opened
up in an attempt to show that the government was actually listening.
It shows, on the contrary, that the government’s public-input process
is ad hoc and excludes the public from being heard. My first
question is for the Premier. Will the Premier support the NDP
opposition’s proposal to establish an all-party Legislature commit-
tee, which will hold public hearings around the province on the
government’s proposals, before introducing legislation that will
inevitably lead to two-tier, private health care in this province?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, it’s an assumption to say that legislation
will be introduced that will lead to two-tier health care. 1 would
remind the hon. leader of the third party opposition that the so-called
third way is a way to achieve sustainability in health care without
resorting to what the hon. member describes as that awful, evil, two-
tiered, American-style system or the Canadian way, which is not
sustainable. ND Premiers, Liberal Premiers, Conservative Premiers,
and the federal minister all agree that health care as we know it
today in Canada is not sustainable.

Relative to the consultation process and the way it’s being carried
out, I’ll have the hon. minister respond.

The Speaker: Perhaps the next question.
The hon. leader.

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. The Premier is the
Artful Dodger when it comes to answering real questions.

My question to him is: will this government commit to full public
hearings around the province with a legislative committee made up
of all parties in this House before he introduces two-tier health care?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, | would suggest that the hon. leader of the
third party is the Artful Dodger when it comes to asking a question
because he always ties in what he alludes to as that evil, American-
style, two-tiered health care system. We’re talking about a third
way. That’s what the international symposium was all about, to find
out what is happening in other countries.

You know, I had a visit today with the ambassador to Canada
from Kuwait, one of the richest countries in the world, where they
have a parallel system of delivering health care.

Mr. Speaker, relative to the public consultation process, again, I’ll
have the hon. minister reply.

The Speaker: We may get to it.

Mr. Mason: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Premier has found a new way
to avoid answering questions.

Speaker’s Ruling
Preambles

The Speaker: Now, just a second, please. I try and administer a
basic time factor in here, about 35, 40 seconds. That has now been
evaporated. Then I with a great deal of politeness recognized the
leader of the third party. The leader of the third party needs to be
reminded that he cannot have a preamble. He can’t have it both
ways.

Proceed.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much for that most excellent admon-
ishment, Mr. Speaker.

Health Care Reform Consultation
(continued)

Mr. Mason: I’m going to ask the minister the question. Will she
agree to hold public hearings with an all-party committee around the
province so that the people can speak directly to their representatives
and they don’t have to come up to Edmonton and go to an SPC
meeting?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, I think it’s quite evident that they don’t
have to come up to Edmonton and speak to their minister or their
MLA. I’m going this . . . [interjections]

The Speaker: The hon. minister has the floor.

Ms Evans: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. This Saturday I'm
in St. Paul and in Bonnyville. I’m listening to the groups that are
coming there. I have been doing my best to register the groups that
want to come forward, individuals as well.

Mr. Speaker, it is worthy of note that although the Alliance Party
has asked for an opportunity to provide their comments, I have heard
from none of the other opposition parties.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathcona, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

2:00 Health Policy Framework

Mr. Lougheed: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My constituents want
assurance that the government and the Minister of Health and
Wellness are considering all new ideas from all sources. Now, we
understand that the Liberal opposition has their red book with some
ideas for health care reform. Have the minister and her department
evaluated those red book ideas?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker . . . [interjections]
The Speaker: The hon. minister has been recognized.

Ms Evans: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s very hard to speak over the
noise here, and I don’t want to speak over the noise. If that would
diminish, I would speak.

The Speaker: That’s better.
The hon. minister.

Ms Evans: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, the ideas contained in
the Liberal paper have been reviewed. They were reviewed in 2003
and in 2004. A communication from my predecessor to the hon.
Leader of the Opposition took place talking about the Creating a
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Healthy Future document. At that time there were 24 health care
ideas in the paper. It appears that eliminating premiums has been
dropped from this latest version, but we will accept all ideas and
evaluate them accordingly. We’ll provide response to them, and I
will be prepared to table that later today.

Mr. Lougheed: Mr. Speaker, if there are no new ideas in the Liberal
red book and constituents are asking for new ideas, will the Minister
of Health and Wellness describe the new ideas in the health policy
framework released by the government last week?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, many of the ideas that we have been
tabling, both in the document Getting on with Better Health Care last
summer, in July, plus the policy handbook, talk about putting
patients first and work towards keying in on accessibility and
sustainability in a nutshell. There are many ideas in the opposition
document that have been provided that have been also works in
progress, including the wellness funds that we have given to regional
health authorities, the extra work that we have been providing along
with dollars for children’s mental health services, and the
pharmacare program that we have been working on extensively.

Mr. Lougheed: Mr. Speaker, would the minister explain to
members assembled and all Albertans who are watching question
period in their living rooms this afternoon where they can get copies
of the health care policies and how they can have input in the most
effective way?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, they can go to the library, they can get it
from their MLA, they can go to www.yourhealth.gov.ab.ca, and they
can also call 310-4455. We have produced some 6,000 reports over
this weekend, and we are distributing them as rapidly as we possibly
can.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie, followed by the
hon. Member for West Yellowhead.

Health Care Funding

Mr. Taylor: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, no matter how
you cut it and leaving aside the fact that eliminating health care
premiums is now in our fiscal policy, you can’t get away from the
fact that the hospital system needs more beds, more doctors, and
more nurses. The government has committed to funding the Calgary
health region’s capital expansion plans through to 2010 so that the
region has enough beds eventually, but to actually open those beds
to patients will take approximately 25 per cent more operating funds
over the next four years. To the minister of health: how much
operating funding is the minister prepared to provide to address
Calgary’s acute need for acute care expansion?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, that is a question of budget. I believe that
at the appropriate time the Minister of Finance will table the budget,
and we will speak to that accordingly.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the minister explain this
government’s reluctance to commit to sustainable funding certainty
for this or any other organization that relies on it for the money to

keep our citizens healthy?

Ms Evans: You know, Mr. Speaker, when [ start thinking about

what’s going to be available for my children and my children’s
children, it keeps me awake at night. Today we are spending almost
a billion dollars more every year in health care. We’ve doubled in
the last five years the amount of money we’re spending. We have
spent a considerable amount of money both on capital and operating,
and it’s simply not sustainable. Why are we worried about this
spending? Well, Water for Life, supports for moms that are single
with children and don’t have work, all the kinds of things that affect
the social determinants of health. If we had the money that we’re
putting in to treat people, looking after people who are most
vulnerable, we would do a lot better. I think that we are doing our
very best to spend our resources wisely.

One other item I’1l mention: there’s no place else in Canada that
spends so much money on health care as we do in Alberta.

Mr. Taylor: To the same minister in an effort to bring some focus
back to the issue at hand: should the people of Alberta take this
government’s refusal to commit to sustainable long-term funding as
a sign that the government has concluded that it’s not going to be the
government after the next election?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, I think there’s no real response to that
question.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for West Yellowhead, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Grizzly Bear Management

Mr. Strang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last week the Minister of
Sustainable Resource Development announced the management
decision to suspend the grizzly bear hunt while a DNA census of the
involved grizzly bear population is completed through the province.
Why didn’t the minister just name the grizzly bear a threatened
species?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Coutts: Well, Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. The
preservation of the grizzly bear is more than just coming up with a
single number, it’s more than just an annual hunt decision, and it’s
more than just looking at any single aspect of grizzly bear manage-
ment. We’re committed to having proactive management of a
sustainable grizzly bear population. We do that whether the species
is designated as threatened or not. It’s important, for sure, that we
have good, solid information when we make those kinds of determi-
nations, but we don’t need that designation to do the proper manage-
ment when species are threatened.

More importantly, Mr. Speaker, we should be talking about
sustainability, proper management, and monitoring to make sure that
the species is sustainable for the future. Even though I did suspend
the hunt for a few years, I’'m planning on keeping grizzlies on the
landscape and definitely on people’s minds. We’re increasing our
education as well as increasing the information that goes to our
BearSmart program.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Strang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementary
question is to the same minister. How is it possible to manage a
wildlife species if you don’t have the complete information about the
grizzly bear population?
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Mr. Coutts: Mr. Speaker, that’s a very good question. In Alberta
we manage a wide range of species, and where we don’t have
estimates, we have very good systems to make sure that we monitor
the trends that are on the landscape. How do we manage grizzlies
without the numbers? Well, we’ve already established a recovery
team. We’ve changed our management regime over the years. We
use DNA work to make sure that those estimated populations are
within range. We dedicate extensive manpower and resources in
planning and research for the species. We’ve put 1.3 million
additional dollars into management and into research, and there’s
more on-the-ground work than there’s ever been in grizzly bear
management.

What amazes me, Mr. Speaker, is to hear people say that suspend-
ing the hunt is the first step in conserving bears. Well, the regulated
hunt is only one part — one part — and it’s only one of the tools that
we’ve ever used in the extensive management of grizzly bears.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Strang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second supplementary
question is to the same minister. What is the government doing to
address the concerns of ranchers, farmers, and communities about
grizzly bear safety?

Mr. Coutts: Mr. Speaker, this is a very, very important question. |
don’t underestimate the concerns of the ranchers or the people that
live on the eastern slopes when their livestock, which is their
livelihood, has been threatened, and I don’t underestimate the public
safety component of grizzly bear management.

2:10

I’'m increasing the public safety efforts through our BearSmart
program, as I had mentioned, and that will include an educational
component for all of rural Alberta. We will be stepping up our bear
aversion programs with farmers and ranchers, who need to know that
monitoring of all sightings of grizzly bears is the responsible thing
to do in risky situations. At the same time we’ll continue with the
spring program to fly food sources into the backcountry so that
grizzly bears do not come down to eat the livestock that is so
important to our farming and ranching community.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning, followed
by the hon. Member for Little Bow.

Temporary Foreign Workers

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Ministerial briefing docu-
ments from October of 2004 advise the human resources minister
that the division 8 declaration for the Horizon project could be seen
as, [ quote: a misuse of an otherwise legitimate labour code provi-
sion in order to avoid unions affiliated with the building trades and
that “critics will try to politicize issue during the expected election
campaign.” My question is to the Minister of Human Resources and
Employment. Why did this government approve a division 8
application for the CNRL Horizon project before the 2004 provincial
election and delay the announcement until days after that election
was over?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That’s a very
good question. It gives me an opportunity to clear up the issue. A
legal challenge, which will be heard in May, has been filed with the
courts, as the member knows. You know, it is related to the major

project status that was granted to CNRL for the Horizon oil sands
project.

Mr. Speaker, as you are aware and as the member should know,
because the matter is going to be heard in court, it would be
inappropriate for me to in fact make a comment on it.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Backs: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Point of order?

Mr. Backs: Yes.

The Speaker: I’ve recognized you for a question.

Mr. Backs: Point of order on the answer. It wasn’t answered
because of sub judice. He didn’t answer the question.

The Speaker: You’ve been recognized for the question, sir.
Mr. Backs: The point of order, Mr. Speaker, is . . .

The Speaker: Hon. member, please sit down. It is at the conclusion
of the Routine that we deal with points of order. I will recognize
you at the conclusion of the Routine for the point of order, but right
now I’ve recognized you for your second question.

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A supplementary to the
minister of human resources: is the Department of Human Resources
and Employment considering at this time any other division 8
applications, and if so, to what sites do they apply?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, I am unaware of any applications.

Mr. Backs: A supplementary to the same minister: why did this
government choose to so quickly and quietly approve the division 8
declaration when it clearly favoured the use of the CLAC conve-
nience union and also favours the use of temporary foreign workers
in that document?

Mr. Cardinal: Again, Mr. Speaker, the same answer. Because the
issue is before the courts already and will be heard in the very near
future, I can’t make any comments on it.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Little Bow, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Agricultural Assistance

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Both the federal
government and the provincial government have provided short-term
reliefto the grain and oilseed sectors of the ag industry. I know that
it’s encouraging news, but I really haven’t talked to too many
producers who have received many federal cheques recently. But
they have indicated that they really would like to see some substan-
tive changes to crop insurance programs. My question is to our
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. Would the
minister pursue with our new federal ag minister the possibility of
developing a farm income insurance program, one that would vastly
simplify our current crop insurance program?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
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Mr. Horner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have already begun
working very closely with our new federal minister of agriculture,
and I can say that my impression is that he’s very committed to
working to improve our business risk management programs as a
package. We want to make them more bankable. We want to make
them more responsive and predictable and simple. Indeed, we also
perhaps want to add some regional flexibility into the package
overall, and we’re talking to him about that.

Really, production insurance has been one of the most stable tools
producers have had to use over the last 40 years and has been a
program that has stayed with us over those 40 years, where many
other programs that we’ve tried to dabble in have kind of come and
gone. What producers do need is stability, and we are committed to
working to achieve that stability and improving those programs.
Should that mean a change to the crop insurance programs as we
know them today, we are open to those discussions.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The first supplementary
to the same minister: is it possible, in your mind, to establish a
revised program based on a selected income level by the producer
that’s still shared in cost by all the present or current participants?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, the CAIS
program as we know it now is more or less a margin insurance
program. When you couple that with our production insurance, it
does allow for that flexibility. Coverage under both programs is
related to the productive capabilities of the farming operation.
Indeed, CAIS is related to the economic operation of that business.

The real question that I think we need to explore is: can we make
these programs better? Can we make them bankable? Can we make
them more of a program tool for producers? I think the answer to
that questions is yes. In the short term and in the meantime we need
to recognize that our producers, especially in the grains and oilseeds
sector, are hurting. To that end, today we’ll be announcing that we
will be reducing the cost of production insurance by some 20 per
cent for producers. That is good news to producers in the grains and
oilseeds sector. That will be coming out today.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Minister. It is good news.

I would ask if any financial lending institutions have indicated to
you that they would prefer to have a client who has a relevant
income program or return on investment type of income program
available as opposed to crop insurance?

Mr. Horner: Well, that’s a very good question, Mr. Speaker. To
that end, in addition to the grains and oilseeds recovery strategy,
which we announced some weeks ago, we’re working on, as [
mentioned earlier, the bankability of these programs. We will be
meeting with financial institutions over the course of the next weeks
and months to talk about the changes that we’re making to both crop
insurance and CAIS, to the ag policy framework discussions that
we’re having with the federal government and our other colleagues
around the country, and we are committed to working as a group to
ensure that the financial sector understands our programs and can
use them as bankable programs of business risk management for our
producers. Whether that means that it would be an investment
vehicle or an income vehicle we’ll leave to those discussions.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Water Quality at Ellerslie Elementary School

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last November the
Education minister assured this House that he would investigate the
drinking water situation at Ellerslie school in my riding. In fact, he
stated that he would investigate the situation and get some action
moving. Well, four months have already passed, and students are
still relying on a water truck for drinking water, as they have for
decades. My questions are for the Minister of Education. Why is
the minister continuing to allow some Alberta children to have to
wait for water in their schools?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I did act on that issue. I had my
officials contact the school board, and I talked to some of the school
board officials myself, and I understood that the situation was being
looked at or at least looked after. However, I also understand that in
some subsequent follow-up to that intervention that I made, which
I thank the member for bringing to my attention incidentally, there
was an issue to do with something about the boundary, exactly
where the school is located. I can’t recall ofthand, Mr. Speaker, if
it was an issue of a municipal boundary or a school boundary or
something else, but there was some issue like that that came into
play and, unfortunately, prevented the speedy resolution of it. But
if it hasn’t yet been resolved or looked after, then we can certainly
have it revisited, hon. member.

2:20

Mr. Agnihotri: It isn’t the boundary.

A question to the Minister of Education: does the minister believe
that students should rely on trucked water in what he calls the best
school system in the world?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Well, Mr. Speaker, we do have the best school
system in Canada and one of the best in the world; that’s true.
However, we have a number of partners who help in the delivery of
that, and municipalities are one of them, so we’ll have a look at this
again, hon. member, just to make sure that it is being tracked and
followed. Perhaps within a few days I would hope that we can get
an update. But what surprises me is that the hon. member hasn’t
called the school board directly to find out because that’s where 'm
going to call, and he’d certainly be welcome to do the same.

Mr. Agnihotri: When will the students at Ellerslie school have
reliable hot and cold running tap water like the homes in the new
development across the road from that school? Are the property
developers in that area a higher priority than our schoolchildren?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, you know, if in fact four months
have gone by since this issue was first raised, I’m surprised that the
hon. member has waited this long to actually do something about it.
It’s in his constituency, and he’d be welcome to do something about
it. However, given that he’s chosen not to do anything about it, then
I’'ll direct my officials to follow it up yet again, and we’ll do
whatever we can to help ameliorate the situation.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-North Hill.

Coal-bed Methane Drilling

Mr. Eggen: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, fools rush in, and unfortu-
nately Albertans must learn to duck for cover. In the mad rush to
develop the coal-bed methane industry here in this province, the
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Alberta government has approved thousands of wells before a proper
regulatory framework to safeguard public safety and the environ-
ment is in place. My questions are to the Minister of Energy.
Considering all the trouble that’s gone on in these past weeks and
months, could the minister please commit now to a moratorium on
coal-bed methane drilling until after a proper inventory of ground-
water has been completed in the affected areas?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First off, I’d like to mention
that there is a tremendous, strong, rigorous regulatory environment
in place to ensure that Albertans are protected, that their water is
protected. We’re continuing to improve upon that platform. In fact,
I’d like to have the Minister of Environment supplement some of the
work that they do on Water for Life.

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, on the important question, the Water
for Life strategy is a long-term strategy that talks geologically about
mapping, that talks about inventory. It talks about a long-term
strategy of getting a baseline of information. To all Albertans: I
want to assure them that that is exactly what this government is
doing.

Mr. Eggen: To the same minister: would the minister not admit that
the bargain basement royalty reductions that he has offered energy
companies have in fact contributed to the headlong rush to drill
CBM wells without proper consideration for the environment and for
the rights of residences?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, we have a very good regulatory
environment in place. We also have a very good and fair royalty
structure in place. It has to balance the risk. It also comes in as part
of the royalty. As for fair share, I’d like to compliment the industry
on the $3.4 billion that they’ve reinvested back into the lands and for
the future development of that resource. The coal-bed methane is a
huge opportunity for Albertans. Albertans have benefited substan-
tially in the royalties of that. Almost 14 and a half billion dollars of
revenue have come to Albertans directly. In addition, we could go
into the income tax. But Albertans have benefited tremendously by
this resource. It is being done responsibly and safely.

Mr. Eggen: To the same minister, please: to what degree is this so-
called urgent need to exploit CBM in fact a direct result of the
mismanagement of our conventional natural gas supplies here in
Alberta?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, this industry actually is one of the most
responsible of any of the industries. They take the environmental
issues as well as the landowner issues. Clearly, with the volume of
activity there are always some challenges to be met, but they are
trying to be proactive, ensuring that they do address everything from
the surface issues to the landowners to the environmental to the
water to the air quality. Substantive improvements in technology
likewise continue to ensure that we have the safe air, the safe water,
that those things are protected, that we can also receive the tremen-
dous benefit from those minerals that are there.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-North Hill, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Access to Education by Nonresident Students

Mr. Magnus: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was amazed to hear that
a 17-year-old student who recently moved from Lethbridge to
Calgary is being prevented from enrolling in the Calgary public
school system because her parents live in Lethbridge. It seems
rather strange that at a time when our province is increasing its
emphasis on students completing high school, we see examples of
the reverse occurring in the system and access, in fact, being denied.
My first question to the Minister of Education: does the fact that
parents pay property and education taxes in one city preclude their
child from enrolling in a school jurisdiction outside their own
community?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, obviously high school completion is
extremely important, but I don’t recall there being anything specifi-
cally in the School Act that would prevent or preclude the situation
that the hon. member is asking. In fact, I don’t think there’s
anything in the School Act that specifically ties the issue of access-
ing an education directly to the payment of school or property taxes.
Now, that having been said, the simple fact is that the funding
doesn’t follow the student in the way that the situation might
otherwise dictate it should in this particular case.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Magnus: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second question to the
same minister is: what options do exist for a student who is caught
in exactly this kind of situation?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Well, Mr. Speaker, one of the options if the child
or if the young adult is over 16 but under 18 would be to see if that
person can be qualified as an independent student. Automatically
when a student turns 18, according to the School Act, they can be
deemed to be independent. There could be circumstances that one
could construe as options in the 16- and 17-year-old age range,
which I believe is what the member said describes the student in
question.

Now, the locally elected school board — and in this case I think
he’s cited the Calgary public board of education — would have some
locally developed policies that would further flesh out what
constitutes being an independent student at age 16 or 17. It could
include factors such as whether the student is married or is cohabit-
ing or is paying rent or has some other means of private dwelling, so
it’ll depend on the individual circumstances as to what the options
might be.

Mr. Magnus: Given that this student has been denied access, Mr.
Minister, what exactly are you going to do to get this student back
into school?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Well, Mr. Speaker, one of the things that I did
immediately after being called by the press yesterday on this issue
was that [ directed one of my Education officials to get in touch with
the particular school board and try to find out a little bit more about
what the circumstances are. Quite frequently when we’re dealing
with issues like this, there is sometimes sensitive or delicate
information. Sometimes there’s private information. Sometimes
there are other hardships or difficulties that perhaps aren’t ever
going to be made known publicly, but they might exist. I’m not
saying that that’s exactly the case here, but each one of these
circumstances has to be looked into for its full value.
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Secondly, I also indicated, which, as you know, was also indicated
in the throne speech, that we were going through the process of
organizing a high school completion symposium, and as part of that,
Mr. Speaker, we will certainly look at removing any roadblocks that
exist that might otherwise prevent a student from completing high
school, or we’ll fix or clarify any other difficulties that may exist, be
they in policy, in law, or in rules.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford,
followed by the hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Consultant Contracts

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Auditor
General writes, . . . contracts are a cost-effective means of deliver-
ing services, it is important that contracting policies and practices
are appropriate and adhered to.” Albertans works hard for their
money and expect this government to be accountable and responsi-
ble when spending that same hard-earned tax dollar. My account-
ability and transparency questions are to the Minister of Finance.
Would this minister agree that consultants should provide sufficient
documentation to justify their consulting expenses?

2:30

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, it’s my understanding, certainly of
contracts that I’m aware of, that the terms of the contract do outline
exactly what you expect for the contract. Each contract is put out
singly, generally, and all of the obligations in the contract are
expected to be met.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: does
this Finance minister pay consultants to provide verbal advice
without supporting documentation?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is asking me if
have paid out money to consultants to give me verbal advice without
any supporting documentation, if I heard the question right. My
answer to that would be: not to my recollection.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Does the Finance ministry
pay consultants to provide verbal advice without supporting
documentation?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, I will discuss this with my deputy
and provide an answer to the hon. member. It is certainly not my
knowledge.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Electricity Transmission Line

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A strong electrical
transmission system interconnected with neighbouring jurisdictions
can provide a stable source of electrical energy to all Albertans. I'm
concerned that the ever-increasing demand on our system caused by
industrial and residential growth will cause some parts of Alberta to
experience outages in the coming years. My question is to the
Minister of Energy. A new 500 kV line that will service the Calgary
area is being planned for, but no construction is happening. What’s
the delay?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s critical that this line
that’s just recently been approved by the Energy and Utilities Board
— at least, the needs application was approved — go forward as
expeditiously as we possibly can. We know of the growth in
Alberta, and the demand for electricity is growing. The transmission
lines are one of the next key components to make sure that we get
into place to ensure the reliability of electricity delivered to our
homes. It is paramount that this line go ahead as expeditiously as
possible.

That said, also at this stage in the process it’s making sure that
appropriate consultation with the public has gone forward. Alberta
Electric System Operator has done a 10-year analysis of the need for
transmission. Some of that, this specific 500 kV line, has been
approved by the Energy and Utilities Board for need. Now it’s down
into the needs of and the issues with landowners.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that part of the
answer talked about consultation but that rural MLAs are getting
many calls from constituents about the lack of information on how
this line will impact their farms and their residences, what are this
minister and his staff doing to inform these folks in rural Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We know of the need for
the transmission line though it’s a very difficult issue to know where
to locate those transmission lines. No one really wants to have them
on their property, but it’s very important that they go somewhere, so
right now there is extensive consultation going forward.

The transmission facility operator in this case is AltaLink. They
have begun consultations with the United Power Transmission Area
Group. That’s a group representing landowners along the Genesee
to Langdon corridor. They’ve also had a number of consultations —
November through December was their first stage open house —
talking to landowners. Over 500 landowners attended AltaLink’s
open house information sessions that have been held throughout
2005. They continue to be working through them in the first half of
this year and want to ensure that those landowners that are particu-
larly affected have been listened to and that their issues have been
addressed appropriately.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister. [ understand that southern municipal leaders are calling for
buried lines on this project. These lines will just drive up the cost
for all Albertans. What’s your response to this?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, in some ways it would be wonderful if
all of our transmission lines could be put underground. We’d
certainly get rid of the sightline issues and the disturbance on the
surface, yet that would likely add 15 times the amount of cost to
bury those lines. When you put in a 500 kV line, it’s not just a
matter of burying it, but that wire also has to have special materials
to be encased. Then, if there were a power outage or something,
you’ve got to dig those lines up. If there is a disturbance or a
problem with those lines, it is a tremendously more expensive
option. Though it might appear attractive just to get rid of the sight,
it is really a cost and servicing issue that is the problem.
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Vignettes from the Assembly’s History

The Speaker: Hon. members, very shortly I’1l call upon the first of
six but first of all our historical vignette. Let me quote.

The greatness of Canada will not depend upon the number of her
people, upon the quality of No. 1 Hard Wheat, or the fine Shorthorn
cattle she raises — her greatness in the future will consist in the
character of her people

This quotation was found in the Edmonton Journal, March 5 edition
of 1918, and these words were given by James Robert Lowery, who
was born in Campbellford, Ontario, in 1884. He studied at Queen’s
University and at the University of Alberta, and he was among the
first to have received a bachelor of arts degree from this new
university in the province of Alberta. He was elected to this
Assembly in 1913 in the Alexandra constituency as a Conservative
and served until 1921. Notably, as a sitting member serving in the
armed forces, in the 1917 Alberta general election he was among 12
others who were automatically returned by acclamation. Mr.
Lowery also served overseas in the First World War as a major of
the 1st Canadian Mounted regiment. He was wounded at Vimy
Ridge on April 9, 1917. Mr. Lowery died December 12, 1956.

In 30 seconds I'll call upon, first of all, the hon. Member for
Foothills-Rocky View.

head: Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Foothills-Rocky View.

Health Care Reform

Dr. Morton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last week certain hon.
members on my left made alarmist allegations that the government’s
health care initiative is going to reduce the number of doctors caring
for Albertans. These nervous Nellies seem to assume that the
number of doctors working in our health system is static and that it
never changes. Nothing could be less accurate. Doctors and nurses
enter and leave our health care system all the time. During the
decade of the *90s 1,000 doctors a year left Canada. The challenge
to Alberta is to design a health care system with incentives that will
keep and attract our health care workers.

Mr. Speaker, the good news is that the government of Alberta is
meeting this challenge. [interjection] The opportunities created by
our health care reforms will attract more doctors into our health care
system. The balance between the parallel public and private systems
is not a zero-sum game. It is not a question of dividing a fixed-size
pie between the public and the private sector. [interjection] Itis a
question of growing the pie so that there are more doctors, more
nurses, and more technicians.

The government’s third way reforms will grow Alberta’s health
care sector. Allowing doctors to work in both the public and the
private health care systems will give doctors more opportunities and
greater flexibility to structure their practices. This option will help
to retain the doctors already in Alberta and attract new doctors to our
great province. These reforms will mean more health care to more
Albertans more quickly.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker’s Ruling
Members’ Statements

The Speaker: Hon. members, this is not good to have interjections
when hon. members have Members’ Statements. This is a very
unique thing that we did in this Assembly, and one of the key
discussions among all members was that members when giving a
member’s statement could discuss any particular kind of item they

wanted to discuss. There would be no points of order, no points of
privilege considered by the chair, and there should be no interjec-
tions. None.

The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall.

2:40 National Social Work Week

Mr. Shariff: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to rise today and recognize
that March 5 to 11 is National Social Work Week. National Social
Work Week celebrates this proud and dedicated profession and its
long history of commitment to improving the well-being of people
in society. Mr. Speaker, I’'m proud to advise Albertans that [ am a
social worker and proud of the profession.

Throughout their long history social workers have made a
difference in the lives of others. We should all be very proud of
them and the work they do. Across Alberta social workers provide
a variety of services. They work in hospitals, mental health clinics,
public and not-for-profit agencies, and in private human service
agencies. As independent practitioners they counsel families, work
as researchers, educators, and as policy consultants.

Social workers are skilled and ethical practitioners who give help
to society’s most vulnerable members. They work for positive
outcomes for individuals, families, and groups within each commu-
nity. Ministries within the Alberta government are lucky to have
these dedicated professionals deliver social programs to Alberta’s
children, youth, families, seniors, and people with disabilities,
among others. With integrity, dedication, and commitment to
hel