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Date: 06/03/13
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon. Welcome.

Let us pray. At the beginning of this week we ask for renewed
strength in the awareness of our duty and privilege as Members of
the Legislative Assembly. We ask for the protection of this
Assembly and also the province we are elected to serve. Amen.

Hon. members, today we'll be led in the singing of our national
anthem by Mr. Paul Lorieau, and | would invite all hon. members
and all participantsinthe galleriestojoininin thelanguage of one's
choice.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot lovein al thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

The Speaker: Please be seated.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake.

Introduction of Visitors

Mr. Ducharme: Merci, M. le Président. Aujourd’hui j'a le
privilége de présenter en votre nom a vous et a I’ Assemblée des
invités spéciaux venusdelacommunautéfrancophone. llssont assis
dans votre galerie et étaient ici ce matin lors de la cérémonie en
reconnai ssance desRendez-vousdelaFrancophonie, unecé ébration
annuelle de I'histoire et de la culture frangaises et la Journée
internationale de la Francophonie, qui auralieu le 20 mars.

Je suis heureux de vous présenter en premier lieu lesmembres de
I’exécutif de I'Association canadienne-francaise de |I’Alberta
L’ association, connue sous |I’acronyme ACFA, a son secrétariat
provincial & Edmonton, chapeaute plusieurs autres organizations,
don’t douze bureaux régionaux atraverslaprovince. L’année 2006
est une année marquante pour I’ ACFA aorsqu’ elle célébre son 80e
anniversaire,

Parmi nous aujourd’ hui sont M. Jean Johnson, président,
M. Jean-L ouisDentinger, conseiller, et lesaccompagnantspour cette
journée spécialealal égislature sont les membres de mon équipeau
Secrétariat francophone, M. Denis Tardif, directeur général, et Mlle
Cindie LeBlanc, directrice adjointe. Jaimerais qu’ils se lévent et
soient reconnus. Je vous invite a vous joindre a moi pour leur
souhaiter une bienvenue chaeureuse.

Merci, M. le Président.

[Trandation] Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | have the
privilege of introducing to you and through you to the Assembly a
number of guestsfrom the francophone community. They are seated
in your gallery and are special guests who attended the morning
celebrations in the rotunda to mark the beginning of Les Rendez-
vous de la Francophonie, a two-week celebration of French culture
and history, and International Francophonie Day, coming up on the
20th of March.

| am pleased to first introduce executive members of the French
Canadian Association of Alberta.  The association, commonly
known as the ACFA, is the provinciad umbrella organization
representing all francophones, with a provincia secretariat in
Edmonton and 12 regional chapters across the province. The year
2006 represents an important milestone for the association as it
celebrates its 80th anniversary.

Present today are its president, Mr. Jean Johnson, and councillor
Mr. Jean-Louis Dentinger. | would ask them to stand up and be
recognized by the Assembly.

Joining them on thisspecial day at the Legislature are members of
my staff at the Francophone Secretariat, Mr. Denis Tardif, executive
director, and Ms Cindie LeBlanc, assistant director. | would like
them to stand and be recognized.

| would invite the members of the Assembly to join me in
extending them a warm welcome.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [As submitted)]

The Speaker: Hon. members, today is Commonwealth Day. We
celebrate the ties that bind us with over one-quarter of the world's
population that live in Commonwealth countries. In the Speaker's
galery are three of the founding members of the Royal Common-
wealth Society’s Edmonton branch, which was founded in 2004.
I’'m happy to report as well that the Edmonton branch has under-
taken to cosponsor and assist in the promotion of our annual Alberta
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association student essay competi-
tion. An information sheet on the good work that the Royal
Commonwealth Society does is on each member’'s desk. | now
invite Colin Reichle, the branch’ s chair; Dr. Dugan, vice-chair; and
Charles Hunt, the treasurer, to rise and receive the warm welcome
of this Assembly.

Hon. members, my vignette of the day will be about thetwo chairs
on the dais. In the Speaker’s gallery are craftsmen who built the
chair ontheright. They’re Chad Hoflin, aformer Infrastructure and
Transportation employee; DennisMcDonald, aformer Infrastructure
and Transportation employee; Patricia Souliere, an apprentice
carpenter with the Department of Infrastructure and Transportation;
and Amie Scott, an apprentice painter with the Department of
Infrastructure and Transportation. Robert van Essen, a former
Infrastructure and Transportation employee who al so worked on the
project that 1 will describe later, could not be with us today. 1'd
invite all hon. membersto extend to them the warm welcome of the
Assembly.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Advanced Education.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today in the members
galery are two of Alberta’s outstanding postsecondary leaders.
Sharon Carry, president and CEO of Bow Valley Collegein Calgary,
isatruevisionary and a passionate advocate for the role of learning
in securing the future of our province. Sharon has been president of
Bow Valley College since 1997 and has successfully led the
transformation of the college into one of Albertas leading
postsecondary institutions. Value for money, there is no better
source of education.

Séamus O’ Shea, vice-president academic at the University of
Lethbridge, is also in the gallery. Séamus has been with the
University of Lethbridge since 1977 and is a professor in the
department of chemistry and biochemistry. He has served as vice-
president academic since 1991 and has been activein theimplemen-
tation of information technology for academic and administrative
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purposes. You may recall that Séamus O’ Sheais also the chair of
Alberta’ siCORE, informatics circle of research excellence.

Mr. Speaker, | met with both Sharon and Séamustoday to discuss
the creation of acommon student application system. These arethe
two leaders of the process, and it's exciting to see where the
initiativeisgoing. It'svery complex. Itwill takealittlewhileto get
up and running, but the talent and enthusiasm and | eadership behind
that project could bein no better hands. I'd ask the two to rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of our Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Human Resources and Employ-
ment.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Spesker. It's my
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to the members of the
Assembly 24 grade 6 students from Boyle school, and they are
accompanied by their parents and teachers. They are seated in the
members' galery. 1'd ask them to rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Gaming.

Mr. Graydon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm fortunate to have a
guest heretoday. Thisyoung fellow isastudent at the University of
Alberta studying political science, and then he hopesto go onto a
law degree. Kurtis Streeper worked in my constituency office last
summer, and I’m hoping to welcome him back to the same position
again this year, where he can do his excellent job of serving the
constituents of Grande Prairie-Wapiti. 1'd ask Kurtis Streeper to
stand and receive the warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

Mr. Tougas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t'smy pleasuretointroduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly a group of
31 students and teachers from Meadowlark elementary school, led
by their teacher Lu Zhang. The parentsare JessicaTang, Liz Leung,
AngelaKwan, and SylviaLo. Would they please rise and accept the
traditional warm greeting of this House.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd liketo introduceto you
and through you to members of the Assembly 76 grade 6 students
from Albert Lacombe school. They're accompanied by their
teachers, Mr. Joe Esposito, Mrs. Elaine Whittaker, Mrs. Paddi
Brown, and Mrs. Donna Ernst, who is a teacher assistant, and
parentsMrs. LauraKabat and Mr. Nick Tassone. Would they please
rise and receive the warm welcome of the Assembly.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.
1:40
Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great pleasure to
introduceto you and through you to all membersof the Assembly 42
students from Prince Charles elementary school. Along with them
are two teachers, Ms Alicia Cardina and Mrs. Clementine Spence;
two student teachers, Ms Sylvia Hui and Mr. Nick Larkin; two
teachers assistants, Ms Sinclair and Mrs. Gelasco; and a parent,
Mrs. Laurie Callihoo. They'll actually be here at 2:00 this after-
noon, but can we give them around of applause anyway.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |I'm pleased today to intro-
duce to you and to the House Zoe Todd. Zoe is a graduate of the
University of Alberta and plans on pursuing a degree in medical
anthropology as an extra. Zoe is currently a volunteer with the
Seminar on the United Nations and International Affairs. Zoe has
been a wonderful addition to my constituency office staff and is
assisting us with community outreach. | trust that sheis sitting in
the public gallery. | will now ask her to please rise to receive the
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm delighted today to
introduce to you and the members of the Assembly two active
women in the Edmonton community. DociaLysneisan active NDP
volunteer over a number of years and also serves on the board of
directors for Planned Parenthood. She serves as a mentor for the
Edmonton institute for women. Marion DeShield isaformer leader
of the national black women's codlition and is a senior citizen
volunteer with the seniors' centre herein Edmonton. My guestsare
seated in the public gallery, and | would now ask that they rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Currie.

Calgary Funding Needs

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The mayor of Calgary has
been trying since before Christmas to get in to see the Finance
minister to discuss her upcoming Alberta budget. Now, | don’t
know how the minister expects to learn Calgary’s needs otherwise
since there are few people alive who can remember the last time the
Calgary Conservative caucuswent to bat for their hometown. Tothe
minister: why is she refusing to consult with the mayor of Calgary
until two days after she brings down the budget?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, | have not refused to meet with the
mayor of Calgary at al, and | am disappointed that thishon. member
chooses to continue this discussion, which is really without a great
deal of foundation. Let mejust set therecord straight. | received a
letter from the mayor of Calgary on December 15 wanting to talk
about some municipa taxation issues. | responded to the mayor
immediately and asked because of the budget meetings we were
encountering then, remember, the 15th of December, if he would
meet with 23 MLAs from Calgary, or thereabouts, and share their
concerns — they could meet in a group — and, most appropriately,
could he meet with the Minister of Municipal Affairs. | did not
receive aresponse to that letter.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A supplementary to the
Premier: could the Premier at least meet with the mayor between
now and budget day if the Minister of Finance continuesto refuseto
do s0?

Mr. Klein: | can tell you, Mr. Speaker and this hon. member, that
I have met with the mayor of Calgary on numerous occasions, and
depending on what he wantsto speak to me about, I’ d be very happy
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to meet with him, but | can’t go into details of the budget with the
mayor or with members of the opposition or members of the media
or anyone else for that matter.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Premier can listento the
other party.

Given therefusal of the Finance minister to meet with the mayor
and the failure of the Education minister to meet with the Calgary
school board chair in advance of the budget about the budget, why
isthe Premier allowing his ministers to take the citizens of Calgary
for granted?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I'll have the hon. Provincial Treasurer
respond in detail, but both the Calgary mayor and the chair of the
Calgary school board arecriticizing the provincefor what they claim
is a lack of funding to the city. Both claim the government is
ignoring the needs of Albertd s largest city, aunicity. | would like
to remind both individuals and the hon. member that over the past
year this government has invested more than $4.14 billion — billion
—for roads, schools, hospitals, and many other prioritiesin the city
of Calgary.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Currie.

Corporate Donation to Olds College

Mr. Taylor: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. The moral of the story
of the Pied Piper is that he who pays the piper cals the tune.
EnCana Corporation has given Olds College over amillion dollars
to fund, among other things, an expanded land sciences program
with acurriculum developed by the oil industry. To the Minister of
Advanced Education: sure, we want our sons and daughters to be
employable when they graduate, but what steps is he taking to
protect the academic autonomy of Olds College here?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, | think that that's a very nasty
slur on avery fineinstitution. Olds College has served Albertaand
Albertans, particularly in the agriculture and home economics area
and now in land sciencesand horticulture, for many, many yearsand
does afine job of doing that. It provides an excellent educational
opportunity for students.

The hon. member knows, or at |east should know, that every new
program that comes forward has to go through the quality Alberta
council, which ensuresthat it’ s of the highest quality standards and
that it's an appropriate program for students. Any new program
offered by Olds College will go through that process. The hon.
member knows that, and he should actually withdraw that kind of a
slur against one of Alberta’s fine public education institutions.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the minister: given the
comments last Tuesday in Camrose by the hon. Member for
Cypress-Medicine Hat regarding the Land Agents Licensing Act
that, quote, industry is in control of the act, is the minister at al
concerned that this new arrangement inappropriately places this
program at the beck and call of the industry?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, | can't comment on what another
member might have said when | wasn't there, but | can assure the
House of this: Olds College offers land management programs and

is expanding those programs. They're of excellent quality, and it's
very important that they do so. As this government embarks on a
land-use strategy to mirror the air-quality strategy that we have, the
clean-air strategy, and the Water for Life strategy, a land-use
strategy that is being developed by this province as part of our 20-
year strategic plan, having knowledgeable people and knowledge-
able programs in that area is of very, very high importance. Olds
College is actualy leading the way in that area with quality pro-
grams which are not industry controlled but are controlled through
the college itself through a community-governed organization, a
board-governed organi zation withindependence and therequirement
that al programs be approved through the quality Alberta council.
It couldn’t be a higher standard than that.

Mr. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, will the minister commit to urging the
collegeto consult with landowners, with the Alberta Surface Rights
Federation, the Alberta grazing lease association, and other such
organizations on this new curriculum, or does that only come with
million dollar donations?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, good corporate citizenship and good
individua citizenship arethe backbone of thisprovince. Individuals
and members of the community and corporate citizens in this
province should be encouraged to contribute to advancing the
education inthisprovince. They should not beslurred. They should
not be run down. They should not be denigrated for being good
corporatecitizens. Donating money doesnot givecontrol, notinthis
province for public education, not in this province for political
purposes. Giving money is good corporate citizenship. It helps
enhance the learning opportunities for students. The quality of the
program is strictly in the hands of the institution itself, its board
governance, and subject to the quality Albertacontrol council. This
member knows that and should understand that and should not be
besmirching the reputation of a fine public institution and good
corporate citizens.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

1:50 Health Care Reform

M sBlakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. An article by the Minister
of Health and Wellness appeared in a Calgary newspaper over the
weekend in aweak attempt to explain thethird way. Thisarticledid
not provide any of the details that Albertans have been demanding.
It was vague, uninformative, and now there are only 17 days|eftin
the consultation. My questions are to the Minister of Health and
Wellness. Given that the Alberta Medical Association, which
represents 97 per cent of Alberta’ s physicians, wants more details
about the proposed reforms, will the minister clearly define which
hospitals and medical serviceswould be privately insured?

Ms Evans. Mr. Speaker, first of all, just on the subject of private
insurance, that is not the subject of the consultation on the health
policy framework. | met last week with the membership, the
executive of the Alberta Medical Association. They did raise a
number of issues. They indicated to me that they would be raising
these pointsat their meeting thisweekend. My understandingisthat
this weekend they dealt with care guarantees and a request for
having more detailed information. They were positive about many
of the points in the health policy framework. Relative to certain
particular points relative to workforce and the role of doctorsin any
other altered system, they asked for more detail, and in due course
we will provide that.
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The Speaker: The hon. member.

M s Blakeman: Thank you very much. Again to the same minister:
given that the AMA is only now being consulted, can the minister
explain why Alberta’s doctors weren’t involved in the drafting of
such significant policy changes?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, the College of Physicians and Surgeons
and members of the Alberta Medical Association have talked and
had an ongoing dialogue with Health and Wellness as we normally
would. I know that’ s happened with my predecessors; it’ shappened
with myself. Relative to many of the proposals that are in that
particular policy framework, we have talked to them. There has
been dialogue about the specifics that they're asking for now.
There' sobvioudly more dialogueto occur. But prior to even tabling
the health policy framework, in general terms we had a discussion
with members of the Alberta Medical Association, the College of
Physiciansand Surgeons, and several other providers. We provided
some early indication of the types of things we were looking at.

M s Blakeman: Well, they're still looking for detail.

Again to the same minister: given that Alberta’ s doctors weren't
consulted on this, evidence from the Health Symposium was
ignored, and Albertanshave had very little opportunity for input, can
the minister explain who is driving these health reforms?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, | think if you're a person on the
waiting list for ahip, if you' reaperson on thewaiting list for knees,
if you are personswaiting for cataract surgery, if you are people that
have waited along timefor surgery, you' re asking us to make some
changes and look at options.

The other thing, Mr. Speaker: | would say that Canadians are
recognizing that we have to change. We may not all agree on what
the changes are, but it's very clear that in order to provide timely
care and the proper access for individuals as well as something that
continues to make it possible not only in the foreseeabl e future but
years beyond to sustain the health care service delivery system, it's
up to all of usto look. Universaly across this nation, | believe, at
least across Canada we are looking at other ways of doing things.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-East.

Rural Health Care

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Rural health care
has been on life support in Albertafor yearsnow. Now the govern-
ment plans to pull the plug completely. Dr. Brent Piepgrass, the
vice-president of medical services with the Peace Country health
region, describes the impact of the third way asfrightening. To the
Premier: why isthegovernment threatening rural Albertahealth care
by pursuing policies that Dr. Piepgrass says will only lead to a
further drain of doctors from rural areasto large cities?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, | haven’t spoken to the doctor in question.
Thisistheopinion of oneindividual. I'msurethat thehon. Minister
of Health and Wellness will speak to himif he wants to speak to her
and provide his opinions and, hopefully, his options and his
suggestions to make the system better.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To the Premier
again: why isthis government failing small towns like Manning in

Alberta by proposing for-profit medicine that will make it almost
impossible for those towns to retain their local doctors?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I'll have the hon. Minister of Health and
Wellnessrespond in detail, but the challenge of attracting doctorsto
rural areas is a constant problem notwithstanding the fact that we
have arura MD strategy. Thisisn’t an issue just here in Alberta.
It'sanissuein ND Saskatchewan and ND Manitobaaswell because
doctors across North Americaare moving to urban centres. Despite
that, Alberta’s rural physician action plan has helped, | think very
significantly, maintain theratio of doctorsto patientsinrural Alberta
over thelast fiveyears. Infact, I'mtold that since 2004 the number
of doctorsinrural Albertahasactually increased by about 3 per cent.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Again to the
Premier: why is his government refusing to have open, public, and
transparent hearings if not just to hide the disastrous consequences
of its third-way privatization scheme on rural hedlth care?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, not only can the minister speak about the
challenge of attracting doctorsto rural areas; she can speak in detail
about the public consultation process. I'll have her respond.

Ms Evans. Mr. Speaker, we are working extensively and
exhaustively, the colleagues and myself, on speaking with peoplein
rural Alberta and in urban Alberta. I've had consultations this
morning. | had consultations Saturday. We will be providing the
list of people that we've consulted with. We're getting a lot of
lettersand e-mails, and we' re responding to those. People have had
meetings, and frequently they request aprivate audience. They want
to talk in private about health care, but we are very willing to meet
in open settingswith themaswell. 1’d have to say that the response
to those meetings has been very positive. We've had, obviously,
several here in Edmonton, and in the latter part of the month we'll
be in Lethbridge and Medicine Hat. WE€'Il be in Hinton this
Saturday and in Calgary on Saturday as well to divide our time
between two places, to hit the very specific concerns from very
specific communities.

Mr. Speaker, we're very willing and open to listening. | want to
just say thank you to the MLAs who’ve undertaken private and
public discussions with their residents about health care. They are
also adding to the information that we' re bringing forward.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-East, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung.

Gangs and Organized Crime

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last week my constituents
were confronted with thelatest carnage that hasresulted from agang
war in Calgary. Thislatest homicide and retaliation unfortunately
both occurred in my constituency and seemed to be directly related
to two gang-related homicides last summer. My question isto the
hon. Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security. Could the
minister inform the House and my constituents as to the actions that
our government and his department are taking to combat organized
crimein Calgary and across the province?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Theseincidents
once again highlight the nature of the violence among gangs and
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organized crime within our province and, coming with this, obvi-
ously, thetragedy that followstheseincidentsfor thefamilieswhose
sons are deceased. The police are doing their job in looking at the
investigations and the resources that they have. These are highly
intensive investigations that take more resources than most other
investigations due to the seriousness, due to the danger that sur-
rounds them. But intelligence-led investigations— for example, the
situation in Calgary — are really based on the intelligence informa
tion they get from the policing community as well as from the
public. Chief Jack Beaton and myself on Friday appealed to the
public for membersto providethat information to the police service,
to phone Crime Stoppers if they have any information regarding
gang activity in their communities or in their neighbourhoods.

2:00

Mr. Speaker, our department utilizesCriminal Intelligence Service
Alberta; IROC, the integrated response to organized crime; as well
asthe new | CE team that was deployed thisyear, theintegrated child

exploitation unit; regarding organized crime throughout the prov-
ince.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister:
could the minister inform the House as to what the performance
measures are that his ministry is using to ensure that the money
targeted against organized crime through IROC is being effectively
spent?

Mr. Cenaiko: Mr. Speaker, IROC has amandate to use avariety of
enforcement strategies and partnerships to dismantle and disrupt
organized crime throughout the province through their police
services, being the RCMP in Edmonton and Calgary. Aswell, we
provide funding for officersin Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, aswell as
Camrose. | can’t rel ease specific performanceresultsregarding their
investigations, obviously, due to the fact that they have ongoing
investigations at this very time. | can assure the hon. member that
the outcome of IROC investigations is made public through the
media rel eases upon the effective arrests.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister:
could the minister inform the House as to what successes IROC has
had in ensuring that law-abiding Albertans are being kept safe from
these violent crimes?

Mr. Cenaiko: Well, Mr. Speaker, as| mentioned earlier, these are
very highly intensive, resourced investigative bodies, or IROC is.
Obvioudly, it takes a large number of officers to work on these
investigations due to the seriousness, whether it's surveillance,
whether it's intelligence probes, or whether it's the investigative
capabilities themselves, of each of these investigations.

I'll give you three very quick examples, Mr. Speaker, that
occurred this past year, just within the last seven months. Project
Intrigue was an IROC investigation with the RCMP and the
integrated proceeds of crime where they, in fact, seized $4.25
million worth of ecstacy, drugs, body armour, and semi-automatic
weapons. Project Ikon was another example. In September four
men and one woman were arrested with $450,000 worth of drugs
and weapons. Project Infiltrate: in December of this past year, a$30
million mortgage fraud in and around the Edmonton area, including
Camrose; 118 properties; six propertiesin Camrose as well.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-M cClung, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill.

Treasury Board M eeting Attendance Recor ds

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's shameful that this
government refuses to be accountable, hiding behind some of the
worst FOIP legidation in the country. Alberta's Privacy Commis-
sioner recently said that the government needs to adopt a culture of
openness. Last week one example of this culture of secrecy was
when the Official Opposition was asked to pay $174,000 for
documents related to the income support and AISH class-action
lawsuit, and don’t tell me this is for photocopying costs. To the
Minister of Government Services: if the minister believes in the
importance of open, accountable government, why does he support
changesto the FOIP policy which will increase government secrecy
and limit access to information?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Spesker, thisgovernment hasfor anumber of
years had a very open and accountable system. The member refers
to somecharges. Well, let the facts be known that, in fact, sincethis
legislation was passed, it has cost the Alberta government some $56
million. How much have we collected in fees? Five hundred and
thirty thousand dollars.

Mr. Elsalhy: This question is to the Deputy Premier. Given the
outrageous cost of FOIP requests, will the minister save taxpayers
money by tabling attendance records for the Treasury Board
meetings at which the lawsuit and the settlement were discussed?
Nothing confidential, just the attendance records.

Mr. Klein: Well, Mr. Speaker, we don’t normally know who is
asking for the FOIP information, but the hon. member has admitted
it. The opposition has requested, obviously, information regarding
the collection of overpayment and compensation for underpayments
to individualson AISH. Right?

Now, Mr. Speaker, our officials, good-thinking public service
employeeswith no crossesto bear, no political alegiances, estimate
that it will cost $326,000 to comply with the opposition’s request.
So therequest that wasreceived by the FOIP commissioner wasvery
broad and would require a significant $326,000 worth of staff time
and office resources to search for the records, prepare, and copy
them all for the Liberal opposition.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Premier then. Okay.
Don’'t give usthe entire FOIP request. Just tell uswho was at those
meetings.

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I'm told that a total of 200,000 pages

would have to be prepared, so we feel that the estimate relative to

thefee being charged isfair given theimmense scope of this project.
I’ll have the hon. Provincial Treasurer respond.

Mrs. McClellan: Well, Mr. Speaker, just briefly. No, I will not give
the attendance records of a Treasury Board meeting. | am the
chairman of Treasury Board, and it's well documented. Thereis
also alist of peoplewho belong to Treasury Board, and those arethe
people that are present at Treasury Board meetings.

Common Student Application Process

Dr.Brown: Mr. Speaker, with the high standardsrequired for access
to postsecondary institutionsin Alberta, studentsoften haveto apply
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anumber of timesto severa institutionsin order to gain admission.
This leads to inefficiencies and wastes of time and money both for
the students and the institutions. It's been almost a year since the
common application process was proposed in the Access to the
Future Act. My question isto the Minister of Advanced Education.
Why is it taking so long for a common application process to be
instituted in Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Itiscomplicated, but
it'simportant. It'simportant work that is being done. As the hon.
member indicated, the Access to the Future Act did provide for the
development of a common application system, but we have in this
province publicly governed, board-governed institutions. They're
independent institutions, so it takes a great deal of work and
collaboration to bring them together to work on a system of this
nature.

Now, we're very fortunate, of course, in having good leadership
in that system, and | introduced earlier today Sharon Carry of Bow
Valley College and Séamus O’ Sheaof the University of Lethbridge.
| was able to meet with them about the work that they’re doing.
They've brought together a committee of al the universities and
public colleges in this province. The representatives of those
colleges meet on aweekly basis. As| understand it, they have an
independent consultant working with them looking at what the
potential barriers to success are, what the issues that need to be
addressed are. They’ve made a huge commitment to meet thisgoal.

The common application system will be in place, hopefully, on a
pilot basis by next year and fully implemented by 2008 if al goes
well. | must say that it's one thing for me as Minister of Advanced
Education or for this House through the Access to the Future Act to
say that thisis avery important project. It's quite another thing to
get the colleges and institutions working together, asthey have been
collaboratively over the past year, to develop a very strong system
for the benefit of learnersin Alberta.

Dr. Brown: Can the minister assure Alberta studentsthat the single
point of entry will be available to benefit al Alberta students,
including those applying from rura areas?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In fact, that is one of the
huge benefits of having a common application system. All of us
who've had children know how difficult it is to not only get the
information you need but to send the applications to various
numbers of institutions, pay the fees, and do that. The common
application system will alow any student from anywhere in the
provinceand, for that matter, students outside the provinceto access
al of our public education system through one point of access,
hopefully through one application fee. That system will be able to
draw from other elements of our system in terms of getting, for
example, transcripts attached to the student finance system, soit will
be a very robust and complex system but will give every Albertan,
regardiess of where they live, access to all of our public
postsecondary institutions.

2:10

Dr. Brown: Can the minister advise whether any money has been
alocated to move this process forward? How much is it going to
cost to get it up and running?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. Yes, indeed. The
postsecondary application system is an important building block in
creating an innovative and seamless process. It has been done
elsewhere but not together, as we' re proposing here. Ontario has a
college application system. What we're talking about is putting all
of the public postsecondary institutions on the same system. We've
invested amillion dollarsin it thisyear. We're looking forward to
aproposal from the group that’s putting it forward in terms of how
much it will take to complete the process and to ensure that the
process is built so that we can add functions to it on an ongoing
basis. Sowe veinvested amillion dollarsthis year, and the budget
over next year will come forward at that time.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Decore, followed by
the hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake.

Home Building Contractors

Mr. Bonko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When buying a home in
Alberta, it's buyer beware. All my questions are to the Minister of
Government Services. Last week the minister admitted that thereare
peopl e having difficulty with home contractors. Can heelaborateon
what these problems are?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, if that was asked on our side of the House,
it would be called a puffbal. But the fact is that some of the
problems — for example, finding a contractor isabig problem. The
issue, as well, is that we' ve seen reports where there' s a disagree-
ment between the contractor and the individual who is having the
work done.

One of the things | would highly recommend before someone
starts a renovation or the building of a new home is to be very
specific in a contract as to what exactly is covered, what kinds of
materials you are using. Any time you ask for any change in the
contract, make sure that it’s documented, whether it be the contrac-
tor that's asking for a change or the individua that is having the
renovation or the new structure built.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bonko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |sthe minister suggesting
that people contract with lawyersto read over thefine print because
they'refirst-time homeowners? Isthat what he's suggesting?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, no, I’'m not suggesting that. Having
gonethrough this personally —and I’ m not abuilder —thefact isthat
if you sit down and talk with the contractor, you can work these
things out. There is some legidation in place that deals with the
signing of contracts and what a contract means. For example, you
have up to 10 days after a contract issigned to exit the contract at no
charge. Thefact isthat during that time frame if a person wants to
talk to some other folksthat are familiar with contracts, they’re able
todoit. It doesn't necessarily have to be alawyer.

Mr. Bonko: Given that the Alberta Home Builders Association
states that “not all contractors play by the same rules,” why is this
ministry passing on the problemsto the consumersinstead of solving
them?

Mr. Lund: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s not a case of not doing anything.
We have through the licensing process, for example, many of the
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trades having to be licensed. They have to have gone through
apprenticeship. There arethose kinds of thingsthat we put in place.
But government cannot hold thehand of everyoneall thetime, under
all circumstances. That just can’t be done.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake,
followed by the hon. Member for St. Albert.

Health Care Reform
(continued)

Mr. Ducharme: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On Saturday theMinister
of Health and Wellness and myself met with Bonnyville-Cold Lake
constituents to discuss health reforms. All of the groups we met
with identified abuses of the health system by unwarranted visitsto
family physicians. Most requested the implementation of user fees
in order to reduce this abuse even if it contravenes one of the
principles of the CanadaHealth Act. My question isto the Minister
of Health and Wellness. Is the implementing of user fees being
requested el sewherein the province as you go through the consulta:
tion process?

MsEvans: Mr. Speaker, | have had anumber of people petition that
we should be looking at something like this in order to avoid the
potential for abuse. We are not looking at user feesat thistime. We
are not contemplating that, nor am | aware of any place in Canada
where that takes place. But | will cite that some people are very
frustrated by long waiting times in emergency, for example, or by
people that they feel go repeatedly to doctors offices, perhaps
without cause, their neighbours. Those are the kinds of things that
people bring forward because they do want us to have an efficient
system, and they want us to as much as possibl e reduce the opportu-
nity to have to wait in the system by responsible attitudes. | think
the part of our policy that talks about putting patients first, discuss-
ing the self-empowerment rather than self-entitlement is a good
watchword for this.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Ducharme: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
given that the fee-for-service agreement with our family physicians
only alows for the diagnosis and/or treatment of one ailment per
visit, thereforerequiring subsequent appointmentsfor extraail ments,
will the new health proposals address this very expensive form of
health delivery service?

MsEvans: Mr. Speaker, in our health policy framework document,
policy 3, talking about new compensation models, we look at the
compensation by team rather than afee-for-service model that could
lead itself to that. It is not dictated or it's not required that a
physician would only look at one particular serviceto apatient, but
many chooseto do so relativeto their appointment schedul es, which
we are not responsible for. We are going to as much as possible
encourage away of compensation so that these kinds of things, this
needless cost and inconvenience to patients, can be avoided, and we
are working with that in mind.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Ducharme: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
given that Albertateens can access health servicesat no cost without
the knowledge of their caregiversand in whatever health facility, be
it adoctor’ s office or an emergency room, will the minister commit
to commencing a program to educate Alberta youth on the costs

associated with accessing health care services for minor ailments
such as colds?

MsEvans: Well, Mr. Speaker, there are several things that we have
to deal with with all Albertans. For example, the use of advanced
nurse practitionersin greater numbers could actually deal with some
of the colds and flu-like symptoms that people face. At one point
there were nurses in school systems, which actually were visiting
nurses, that undertook that kind of service. What we are looking at
are programs built on the same kind of theory as our Do Bugs Need
Drugs?, where we teach elementary children that you don’t always
need to have adrug in order to solve a problem. We will expand
that both through teaching and sensitivity to what actualy takes
place in doctors' offices and the very real opportunity to get that
kind of treatment from another source.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Schoolchildren with Anaphylaxis

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thereisasafety threat in
our schoolsthat threatensthelives of about 1 in every 60 school chil-
dren. This threat comes to school in brown bags in the form of
peanut butter sandwiches and other allergens such as seafood. This
was such athreat that the province of Ontario recently developed
Sabrina slaw, ensuring that children are safefrom these hiddenrisks
in school. My question to the Minister of Education: has the
minister considered the risk of anaphylactic shock to children in
Alberta schools?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | have. We ve been gathering
data on this for the past little while. The background to thisin a
nutshell is that a couple of parents did come and talk to me about
this—it's avery serious issue — before Christmas, and | undertook
in follow-up to that meeting to consult the school boards, who
actually develop loca policies in this respect, to find out what
preventative measures they already have in place. There are a
number of thingsthat the school boardsdo already to try and prevent
the circumstance from impacting a child in a negative way, and I'll
be working even further with those same school boards and other
ones who perhaps don’t yet have as sophisticated a policy in place.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'll go right to my third
question. Theminister has answered the second question. Will the
minister commit today to conduct aprovince-wide consultation with
many parents, especially rural parents, of children with these life-
threatening allergies, to meet with them and see the problem that
they have and do something directly about it?

2:20
The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, | will be putting in
motion very soon a process through the Alberta School Boards
Associationto do aconsultation piece, and | can ask themtoroll that
inaswell. It'sasensible suggestion, and I’ll certainly takeit under
advisement.

Mr. Flaherty: Then am | understanding that the minister is telling
methat we have policiesright now acrossthe province? Isthat what
you're saying, Mr. Minister?
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Mr. Zwozdesky: Yes. In fact, Mr. Speaker, there are policies in
placeright now amongst all the school boards. To what extent those
policies have been fully fleshed out or not | don’'t have at my
fingertips, but | did pursue thisissue with afew just to do adry run,
if you will, on what those policies look like.

The policiesin some cases include notification at the entrance to
the school where they know that they have a child that suffers from
anaphylaxis of whatever nature it might be. In other cases | know
that parents have taken the responsibility quite directly, and they
have consulted with school principals to make sure that the princi-
pals are there. In other cases they have a special injection where
they can provide a shot of adrenalin to achild who maybe has come
down with an allergy symptom or is reacting to something. | just
forget the exact name of that particular injection. Nonetheless, those
schools that know in advance that children who have this
anaphylaxis condition are attending do have those kinds of policies
and procedures already in place.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Calder, followed by
the hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Physician Input on Health Care Reform

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Alberta Medica
Association to its credit has, despite considerable political pressure
no doubt, declined to support the government’ s privatized, two-tier
health care proposals at its policy meeting last weekend. The AMA
president said that it's unfortunate that neither the AMA nor the
public has detailed information needed to make informed choices
about the proposals. My questions areto the Minister of Health and
Wellness. Why does the government continue to keep hidden not
only from the general public but even from the province's doctors
detailed information on its so-called health care reforms that would
allow informed choices to be made?

MsEvans. Mr. Spesker, | supposeit’sawaysarisk, if you release
apolicy, that youwill be confronted with all egationsthat you are not
providing details. The policy framework, all 10 policies, is abroad
framework for addressing concerns that have been raised over the
last several years in terms of how we structure our system: putting
patientsfirst, thediscussion about implementing new feemodels, the
discussion about the role of hospitals, expanding system capacity.
All of those other thingsthat we' re doing in the context of the health
policy framework are but one step of the 13 strategi eswe announced
last July.

Mr. Speaker, | think it's clear, having talked to the Alberta
Medical Association representatives last week, that they do want to
have some more detail, but it is certainly no attempt to reduce their
opportunity to receiveit. It'sanother stage of the process. We will
continue to spesk to them.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Eggen: Thank you. Given that the factualy challenged
minister persists in making incorrect clams about heath care
spending rising faster than government revenues, how can the
province's doctors put any stock in the information they're getting
from the government?

Ms Evans. Well, Mr. Speaker, | really hope that by the time we
come forward with a response to both the AMA and Albertans
relative to our consultation process the hon. member will see that
I’'m not factually challenged.

Mr. Eggen: The information in the paper was not correct.

Why won't the minister admit that her don’t worry, be happy
routine that she's spreading around the province is actually spread-
ing confusion and is no substitute for open, public hearings on her
government’ sradical, two-tier health care proposals?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, | will take his comments und