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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Tuesday, March 14, 2006
Date: 06/03/14
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Author of all wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding, we ask for guidance in order that truth and justice
may prevail in all of our judgments. Amen.

Please be seated.

head:

The Speaker: The hon.
Intergovernmental Relations.

Introduction of Visitors

Minister of International and

Mr. Stelmach: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am simply delighted to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this Legislature
a very special guest seated in your gallery. Our new Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs, the Hon. Michael Chong, president of the
Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, Minister for Sport, representing
a constituency in the province of Ontario, paid a very special visit to
our province today. We had a very productive meeting with our
department and also Community Development. 1 am pleased to
introduce him to our House. He’s accompanied today by Anne
Scotton and Mary Jane Armstrong. I would ask them all to rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

head: Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s indeed an honour to
introduce to you and through you to all members of our Assembly
Mr. Issam Al Halabi, mayor of the city of Yanta in Lebanon. Mr. Al
Halabi has a bachelor of arts degree and has been a teacher for 25
years in Lebanon in a high school, and he has served as mayor in
Yanta since 1996, which equals two terms. He has some very
special recognitions in his career achievement. He was a special
adviser to the Druze leader Mr. Walid Jumblat from 1985 to 2000
and sits on many political and municipal boards in Lebanon. With
him today are two of my favourite constituents, Mr. Ziad Aboultaif
and Mr. Henry Shtay, who are hosting the mayor in Edmonton. I
would like them to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
our Assembly.

Mr. Doerksen: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to introduce to you
and to members of this Assembly two individuals, Mr. Michael
Cloutier, who is the president and CEO of AstraZeneca of Canada
limited, one of Canada’s leading pharmaceutical companies, along
with Mr. George Samoil, who is the manager of government
relations. They are here to celebrate their investment, a $10 million
investment, in Edmonton’s NAEJA Pharmaceutical limited in a bid
for the next breakthrough in pain medication. I would invite the
gentlemen to stand and receive the warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Human Resources and
Employment.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. On your behalf
I’d like to introduce to you and through you to the members of the
Assembly 24 grade 6 students from the Neerlandia public Christian

school, which is located in the Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock
constituency. They are accompanied this afternoon by teacher Jim
Bosma, program assistants Mrs. Shirley Rauscher and Mrs. Laura
Kamminga, parent chaperones Mr. Krikke and also Mrs. Mast. 1’d
like them to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed my pleasure to
introduce to you and members of the Assembly 22 keen and bright
students from Sifton school. They are accompanied by their teacher
Mrs. Wnuk and parent/staff Mrs. McCullum; Mrs. Parenteau, a
parent; and Mrs. Narsing, a parent. They’re in, I believe, the public
gallery. I’d like them to stand and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s with a great
deal of pleasure today that I introduce to you and to all members of
the House a group of very special guests who are seated in the public
gallery. They are from the Ashbourne assisted living facility in my
constituency, and their names are Mrs. Joyce Bergquist, Mrs. Karin
Welch, Mrs. Kathleen MacLean, Mrs. Alfreda Dober, Mrs. Isobel
Rutzebeck, and Mr. Herb Philpott. They are led by Ms Sarah
Reynolds. 1 would now ask them to please rise and receive the
cordial welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly 16
members of the Yellowhead Tribal College together with their
teachers, Linda Anderson and Bill Brady. They are studying
aboriginal studies, and they’re hoping for a good dose of social
studies here this afternoon. I’d ask them to rise please and receive
a warm welcome from the members.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and Wellness.

Ms Evans: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What a privilege today to
introduce two esteemed members of the Janssen-Ortho group who
are with us. Dr. Penny Albright is the vice-president of government
and health economics. She’s here from Toronto because last
evening at our Alberta Institute of Health Economics she, along with
the Rt. Hon. Don Mazankowski, presented the first ever
Mazankowski fellowship award to Dr. Jeffrey Johnson for his
research. She’s accompanied today by Mr. Brent Korte of local
government relations of Janssen-Ortho. He’s a resident of Spruce
Grove. Many of us know him. He’s been very active in our
community and on behalf of his company for the last 13 years. |
would ask if they would please rise and all of our members would
please acknowledge their presence with us today.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.
Social Determinants of Health

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Under this government the gap
between rich and poor in Alberta has grown wider than in any other
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province. For example, both Statistics Canada and the TD Bank
report that an astonishing 42 per cent of Calgarians over age 15 now
live on less than $20,000 a year. Evidence clearly shows that
poverty and income disparity play a huge role in poor health. My
question is to the Minister of Health and Wellness. Does this
government acknowledge that poverty and income disparity are
important factors in contributing to poor health?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, there are many social determinants of
health, and among them are, obviously, poverty and income
disparity. There are a number of other things that relate to literacy
and a whole number of things that we could cite. They are part of
it but not necessarily exclusively the predeterminants. Many people
with poorer incomes in fact do exceptionally well and are not
necessarily unhealthy. So it is one of the things that can affect the
person but not necessarily a sole determinant of health.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister: why
is this government pursuing health reforms that include having
patients pay out of pocket for better services when those reforms will
clearly — clearly — work against the interests of middle and lower
income Albertans?

1:40

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’d just like to point out that our
Premier has said many times that a person’s ability to access health
care in Alberta will never be based on their ability to pay. The link
that the hon. member is suggesting is that there would not be a
capacity for people who need health services to access it when they
need it. What we have proposed as policy, which is out there for
consultation — I’m listening to Albertans as we speak. We are
getting feedback on one of the 10 proposals that talk about choice,
talk about access, and talk about that in those circumstances where
nonemergent services are necessary for cataracts, for hips, or for
knee replacements, there may be an opportunity for people to access
those services through private facilities, provided that the public
capacity of providing services is not detrimentally affected. That is
the premise of that particular policy.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the minister of health
acknowledged that literacy as well as poverty and income disparity
are factors in health determinants, why hasn’t this government done
any research into the long-term health benefits of ensuring that
impoverished children in Alberta get enough food to eat? Why
haven’t they studied that?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would be pleased to research on
behalf of the hon. member what kinds of studies have been done.
But I would suggest from my time in my previous ministry — and
many of the other ministers represented here today are no doubt
aware of some of the studies that may have been done either
regionally or as local initiatives perhaps. We will look into that
bibliography and see what is available to provide the hon. member
that data.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Economic Benefits of Health Services

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is clear that this
government views the health system as a business opportunity,
where the pursuit of profit should drive the provision of health care,
and it appears that this government is prepared to use health care as
an economic development tool by marketing medical centres as
sleek and state of the art in order to attract wealthy foreign patients.
It’s easy to imagine these wealthy medical tourists stepping over
homeless Albertans on their way to a procedure. My questions are
to the minister of health. How can the minister justify putting public
money into training health professionals and building facilities that
will be used to treat millionaires flying in from another country?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, on page 16 in our framework for health
policy we talk about deriving economic benefits from health services
and research — it’s true — because we recognize that “health care
occupies a prominent place in the economic life of Alberta and
accounts for roughly one-third of the provincial budget.” It goes on
further to say that “national and international trade in health
technology, drugs and equipment is significant and presents an
important opportunity for Alberta industry.”

Mr. Speaker, it defines intent and direction, but nowhere does it
say anything about sleek buildings and the kinds of references that
were made by the hon. member that would appear to in any way
undermine what we will provide in health care, the strong public
system for Albertans.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. My next question is to the Minister of
Economic Development. Is the minister creating specialty tour
packages to Alberta that include medical treatment?

Mr. Dunford: Actually, I hadn’t thought about that. I’1l take that
under advisement, absolutely.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Back to the Minister of
Health and Wellness. What steps is the minister going to take to
ensure that medical tourists don’t push ordinary Albertans to the
back of the line?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think that when we look at medical
tourists, we’re quite a way down the line, but let me cite something
for you that I think is of significance. Our Cancer Board and Dr.
Jean-Michel Turc at the Cancer Board anticipate a number of
researchers coming from other countries to learn about some of the
wise and very innovative approaches we’re taking here on cancer
research. Ultimately, we have an opportunity not only in Alberta but
in other parts of the world, and certainly if the federal government
proceeds with the national cancer strategy, to develop some
strategies that can make the globe a smaller place for research and
development of technology and better treatments. So the primary
purpose would be to develop and expand on our capacity in the
health care system to do more in the treatment of patients. If there
is a byproduct of that in the number of visitors that we attract, as my
hon. colleague has referenced, then we’ll take a look at it. But the
primary goal of research and development will be to ensure that our
patients, patients that are suffering from disease, will be taken care
of.
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The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Health Benefit Cost to Employers

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Universal public health care
is clearly part of the Alberta advantage, but even now supplemental
health benefits for employees have grown to $2,000 to $4,000 per
year. Private health care will quadruple that or more. Labour will
demand coverage. My question is to the Minister of Human
Resources and Employment. What estimates has the government
made of payroll costs to employers of its third-way health reforms?

Mr. Cardinal: Well, Mr. Speaker, that’s a reasonable question.
Under my department, under Alberta Works we have programs that
do support people to get back into the workforce. At one time there
were no health benefits for any of our caseload, and this good
government made changes in the policy, and now we do have
coverage. I think we have over 140,000 individuals . . .

An Hon. Member: How much?

Mr. Cardinal: Over 140,000 individuals are being subsidized. The
good part about that is that these people are not on social assistance.
These people are all working and getting the subsidy.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That question wasn’t about
people on assistance.

A second question to the same minister: what estimates has the
government made of costs to the public payroll in Alberta of its
third-way reforms to public health care?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, I don’t have that information here
today with me, but I’d be willing to provide it to you, hon. member.

Mr. Backs: A supplementary to the Minister of Economic
Development. Other than for private health providers has the
Economic Development department investigated the effect on
external investment in Alberta as a result of the increased
privatization of health care?

Mr. Dunford: Well, this is one thing that we actually have been
looking at. One should think of health as a holistic system. Of
course, we’ve had questions earlier today about the impact of
income and that sort of thing on health, but why would there be any
reason, when we have such a dynamic health system as we have in
Alberta — and as a matter of fact, admitted by the opposition today,
it’s one of Alberta’s advantages. — why wouldn’t we try to
investigate the possible advantages of all of that?

We’ve put a SuperNet into place by the way, and while our
pharmaceutical companies are here in the audience, I’d ask them to
take a look at Alberta. Now, we might not be as advantageous from
amanufacturing standpoint, but when you have three million people
that have access to a SuperNet, why could we not have clinical
studies here in Alberta with its tremendous range, then, of
environments, tremendous range of people? Why can’t we do that?

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-Shaw.

Health Care Reform

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday I
attended a session of the Health Boards Conference and listened to
the minister’s speech to the delegates there. I spoke with a number
of them afterwards, and I have to say that there was widespread
concern about the government’s proposals and confusion about what
the government is actually proposing. To the Minister of Health and
Wellness: if the government’s own health board members, which
they appointed, are concerned and confused, what steps is the
government going to take to clarify its proposals and provide clear
information to the Marthas and Henrys of this province?

1:50

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, it was a pleasure to be among the
health boards and to see almost 26 of the colleagues from all sides
of the House visiting and discussing various topics with the health
board members. [ had the opportunity to address a couple of the
policies in our health policy framework and explain the rationale of
why we would, in fact, try to embark on other ways to provide
access and sustainability.

Mr. Speaker, at this time I think that the document speaks for
itself in the policy context of what we want to provide Albertans.
We’re looking forward to gathering the input from Albertans. At
such time that we would be prepared to table a proposal, we will
provide the rationale and address more of the comments. In
response to different groups like the Alberta Medical Association
and others that are raising those questions, we will provide them
comments as they come in as well.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The minister
yesterday challenged the board members to think outside the box.
I want to ask the minister if she’s prepared to think outside the box
and commit here that if the government can find a way to meet its
objectives through improving and innovating strictly within the
public system that we now have, she will do that before she heads
down the road of more private delivery?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, | think the minister of health at any time in
our government should always be prepared to think outside the box
and bring forward creative solutions to renew and improve health.
Regardless of what we look at in the changes that might be implicit
in new policy, we should keep trying to do the things we’ve done
with the hip and knee replacement and many of the other kinds of
innovative approaches that Alberta has become leaders and famous
for. We will always work on that context.

What we’re also attempting to do is look even further beyond the
horizon to see what we can advance that might in fact allow more
flexibility and options for Albertans as we proceed along the way
and not just be stuck with the status quo without trying to push the
envelope on other access proposals that could be available for our
consideration.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, will the minister commit to trying to
improve the health care system within the public context that now
exists before proceeding with privatization? Yes or no.

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, [ will always try to proceed with improving
the public health care system, but that does not close the door or, in
my view, provide a barrier to looking beyond that and looking, like
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other provinces across this country are doing, to try and find other
ways to expand our capacity to deliver strong health to Albertans.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Shaw, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Mandatory Testing for Senior Drivers

Mrs. Ady: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I understand that there is a
proposal being considered by government to have mandatory testing
for drivers when they reach the age of 75. A number of my
constituents are upset that government seems to be singling out
seniors by requiring them to redo their driving test just because of
their age. My questions are for the Minister of Infrastructure and
Transportation. Why do you seem to be targeting seniors when there
are other drivers out there that are causing more traffic collisions?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1 would just say at
the outset that these recommendations were brought forward from
the McDermid report, which was a report on traffic safety in Alberta.
I really must clarify some of the misunderstanding that is out there.
We are not talking about a driver’s test. We are talking about a
medical test. Currently every person who is 75 does need to have a
medical test when they hit 75 and then again at 80 and then every
two years after that.

Mr. Speaker, what the McDermid report actually suggested is that,
starting with 75, the seniors have a medical examination every two
years following that. That is one of the recommendations that is
going to be debated in this particular report.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Ady: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental is to the
same minister. Why are you only looking at seniors rather than
drivers with known medical conditions?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, first of all, we’re not. Quite simply, when
a medical doctor relays information that a person has a specific
medical condition, each particular condition is subsequently
analyzed and determined to have specific medical examinations at
certain periods of time. For example, a diabetic has to have a
medical examination at a certain period of time. All of these are
very consistent with what is occurring now. What I really must
stress and stress again, is that we’re talking about drivers’
examinations, about driver tests. We’re simply talking about the
medical examinations that are there.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Ady: Thank you. My final supplemental is to the same
minister. Will the minister assure this Assembly that there will be
some form of consultation before any changes are made?

Dr. Oberg: Yeah, Mr. Speaker, absolutely. One of the things that
I’ve stated about the McDermid report is that there are several
recommendations from there that are quite controversial. Quite
simply, this is one of the controversial recommendations; there are
several others that are in the report. We are planning a full set of
consultations in the next couple of months to determine what

Albertans think about these particular recommendations, such as
photo radar at traffic lights. All of these things were in the actual
recommendations. I feel that we should not simply get a report and
put it on a shelf, so we must ask Albertans what they feel about these
recommendations. Consequently, that’s what will be occurring over
the next couple months.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Alberta/Montana Electricity Transmission Line

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Electricity deregulation
continues to cost Alberta consumers more and more, and now we
find out that there is confusion, more and more confusion, in the
Department of Energy over their transmission policy. Now, this
department has failed to provide to consumers of this province a
cost-benefit analysis detailing the benefit to consumers in this
province of increased electricity exports through the
Alberta/Montana tie-line. My first question is to the Minister of
Energy. How much, if anything, will Alberta consumers save on
their monthly power bills if the Alberta/Montana tie-line is
completed?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, the one reason we keep talking about
why transmission is so vital is that it is the highway to how we get
electricity from any two points. We all want electricity. We need
those highways built. The greater interconnectivity we have, the
greater reliability we have. If any one line goes down, if any one
generator goes down, you have more options, both for import, export
and otherwise. So it’s too artificial to say that it’s a simple
calculation. We could save substantial money by having greater
reliability.

Mr. MacDonald: Again, Mr. Speaker, to the same minister. That’s
an expensive highway. Why is this Alberta government allowing
increased electricity exports through the Alberta/Montana tie-line
when your own department — your own department — states that
Alberta will need anywhere between 6,000 and 13,000 megawatts of
new electricity coming online in the next 20 years? Where is the
benefit to consumers?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, first off, the transmission line for the
Alberta/Montana tie-line is a private sector merchant line that’s not
being borne by or added to the cost to Albertans. It was actually a
private sector initiative of their own accord. So it won’t be on the
backs of Albertans even for that line. However, it is in Albertans’
interests to ensure that we have transmission built for our own needs
and for our own purposes. We have a tie-line between Alberta/B.C.
That has helped us substantively over the years. Having that greater
interconnectivity will benefit Albertans to provide a more stable,
reliable outcome for all Albertans.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister: talking about the interests of Albertans, why is this
government putting the interests of electricity exporters before the
interests of Alberta consumers?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, it is about and we are developing that
policy in the primary and sole interests of Albertans. It is for us to
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ensure that we have — we already have lower nonhydro electricity
costs than anywhere else. We have an excess of generation today.
Find other jurisdictions in the country that don’t have a tightness of
supply. The other jurisdictions do. Even their rates are higher than
what we’re facing, in particular if you mention Saskatchewan.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Digital Library Projects

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In the throne speech of 2005 our
government stated: to create 15,000 new student spaces in the
following three years and support the development of the Alberta
digital library as a responsive public institution in the fastest
growing area in Calgary. The University of Calgary worked hard in
this government direction with four major projects, one of them is
the digital library. So these are world-leading initiatives to increase
enrolment for about 7,000 students in the next few years. My
question today is to the Minister of Advanced Education. Can the
minister update the Assembly on the progress of the digital library
project?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The throne speech last year
used as one of the examples of the types of projects which could be
supported by the access to the future fund the Lois Hole Campus
Alberta digital library. The Lois Hole Campus Alberta digital
library is a project which came out of, as the member rightly says,
a project at the University of Calgary, a Campus Calgary project,
where they were creating a digital library for the Calgary area. Of
course, once it’s digitized, it’s available online and can be available
to students right across the province. We took that as an opportunity
to expand across the province with a digital library, which will give
access to academic resources to students right across this province.

The Alberta Library Board has taken on that project, and Dr. Frits
Pannekoek, who’s now the president of the University of Athabasca
but at that time was at the University of Calgary as their chief
librarian, is very actively involved in it. We have business plans
coming, and the project is coming along very well.

2:00
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same hon. minister:
given that the digital library in Calgary is a partnership with many
institutions, such as Mount Royal College, Bow Valley College,
Alberta College of Art and Design, SAIT, and also the Red Crow
College on the Blood reserve, with over a hundred thousand
learners, what action does the minister take to help to facilitate such
excellent collaboration among our institutions in Alberta?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, there are two projects that we
should be clear on. One is the Lois Hole Campus Alberta digital
library, which was announced in the Speech from the Throne as
being supported out of the access to the future fund. Then, building
on, the second project is the University of Calgary’s digital library
project, which they initiated in collaboration with the colleges and
the institutions which the hon. member mentioned. We’re working
on both of those projects. We’re working with the Lois Hole

Campus Alberta digital library project to make sure that those
digitized resources, both print and three-dimensional resources, are
available to students across the province.

One of'the interesting things about the Campus Calgary one is the
tie-in to Red Crow College. It shows the power of being able to add
other institutions, some of which are not even within our
jurisdiction, to the process and provide those academic resources
more broadly.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: when do
you expect this digital library to start and complete helping
modernize our education into the modern age?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, the digital library
project is well under way. Many of the institutions are already
digitizing resources. Many of the institutions have library licensing.
The project board has put together a business plan. So that project
is well under way.

The hon. member should also be aware that the University of
Calgary has as one of their priorities a digital library, and what that
is, as distinct from the Campus Alberta digital library, is a building
which will house their digital library centre: their digitizing
resources, their computer resources as well as their library resources.
That project would actually bring in library resources from across
the campus and free up space for them. I know that the University
of Calgary is eager to proceed with that specific building project as
well as participating in the cross-Alberta Campus Alberta digital
library project.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Bow.

Teachers’ Unfunded Pension Liability

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I first asked
this government to deal with the unfunded teachers’ pension liability
on May 11, 2005. It’s almost a year later and still no action. My
question is for the Minister of Education. When will this minister
get off the fence and finally make a decision about the teachers’
unfunded pension liability?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to an agreement from 1992-
93 the unfunded pension liability is contributed to with a
responsibility by government to the tune of two-thirds and teachers
to the tune of one-third. So there is an agreement already in place
that addresses the unfunded pension liability. From the ’92-93
period going forward, the contributions are roughly 50-50. Itis a
serious issue. I have acknowledged that here, and I’ve
acknowledged it out there. It’s a very complicated scenario, and it’s
not an easy one to work our way through.

Secondly, there are a number of other unfunded pension liabilities
that we also have to consider, and it’s difficult to do one and not
look at the others. So we’re trying to look at a variety of issues here.

The bottom line, Mr. Speaker, is that I'm concerned, as I’'m sure
the hon. questioner is, with the impact of the unfunded pension
liability on teacher retention and on teacher recruitment, and that’s
why we’ve undertaken to try and address this issue.
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The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: how
much has the unfunded liability grown while Alberta taxpayers have
waited nearly a year for this minister to do something?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, the current unfunded pension
liability for teachers stands at just over $6 billion, if my memory
serves correctly. Government assumes responsibility for about $4
billion of it; teachers are responsible for about $2 billion of it. Our
contribution, which is built into my budget in Education, at the
moment stands at around $140 million or $145 million per year for
the unfunded pension portion only. Our total contribution to the
teachers’ pension, both unfunded and current, is more in the line of
over $300 million per year.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A curriculum question for
the Education minister: at what grade level do Alberta students learn
about the effects of compound interest?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Well, let me see. I learned about it in grade 8. I’d
have to look it up and see if that’s in the pure math curriculum or the
applied math curriculum. Sure enough, it’s addressed somewhere,
as | recall, in the junior high school years. I’ll verify that for the
hon. member.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Bow, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Funding for the University of Calgary

Ms DeLong: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To the Minister
of Advanced Education: is it the Advanced Education department’s
policy to encourage only one world-class university in Alberta?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, our government and all Albertans can
be proud of the fact that we have four very fine universities in this
province. Each one is world class in specific areas. Athabasca
University is well renowned around the world as a leading open
university. It has international accreditation. It’s known in all parts
of the world for being one of the world-class open universities. The
University of Lethbridge has top-notch water research and will soon
be, if it’s not now, leading edge in the world. The University of
Alberta is a leader in medical research, dentistry, pharmacy, and
many other areas. It has a nanotechnology facility. The University
of Calgary is a leader in social work, architecture, and many other
areas and will soon be a world leader in the new ways of teaching
veterinary medicine.

So, Mr. Speaker, we have four great universities. The University
of Alberta’s new president has said that it should be in the top 20 in
the world by 2020. I think that’s something that we should aspire to.
I think all four universities, in fact all of our public education
institutions, should aspire to be world class. Indeed, we want to
have a world-class system, and we do.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms DeLong: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To the same
minister: why is the per-student grant approximately a thousand

dollars less for U of C students in spite of there being a more
expensive mix of programs at the U of C?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member’s premise is not
correct in that there’s a more expensive mix of programs at the U of
C. In fact, if you take the grant and divide it by the number of
students, you will get the wrong answer. That’s what’s happened
here. If you did that, you would show $1,000 per student more at the
U of A than the U of C.

However, what’s important is that we don’t fund based strictly on
the number of students. We fund on a base level funding based on
the buildings, based on the number of students in specific programs.
In fact, there are a number of different programs with different levels
of expenses, and those account for the majority of the difference in
the funding levels.

Now, on a periodic basis we do readjust the funding levels to
ensure that there’s continuing equity. That’s done every five years,
and we’re in the process of doing that now.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms DeLong: Thank you very much. Again to the Minister of
Advanced Education: would the minister be willing to meet with the
Calgary caucus together with representatives of the University of
Calgary to resolve this issue?

Mr. Hancock: The hon. member is aware, I think, that we have a
meeting on Thursday to talk about the discrepancy that she’s talking
about, that I meet on a regular basis with the presidents of all the
institutions, both singly and together, and that I’m always interested
in talking about it. She also should be aware that the president of the
University of Calgary is on what we call the systems transformation
subcommittee that came out of the Learning Alberta forum, so he’s
ideally positioned at the centre of the discussion about how we deal
with the funding formula not just for the universities and colleges
but also the funding formula process with respect to affordability for
students and the roles and mandates for institutions in the province.
The president of the University of Calgary is at the centre of the
discussions. I have ongoing discussions with him individually. I’'m
meeting with the presidents of all the institutions in Calgary later on
this month on Campus Calgary, and I’'m meeting with Calgary
caucus on the issue.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

2:10 New School Construction in Calgary

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The contradiction which
exists between the ministry of learning’s space utilization formula
and its implementation of the Learning Commission’s reduced class
size initiative is causing older schools to be unnecessarily closed and
the very few new schools opened to be built much smaller than their
community’s student population requires. My questions are to the
minister of learning. If class sizes for divisions 1 and 2 are
mandated to be under 23 students, why does the current space
utilization formula still measure classroom space as being able to
accommodate 30-plus students?

Mr. ZwozdesKy: I don’t recall if that’s the exact case or not, just off
the top of my head, Mr. Speaker, but I can tell you that the
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Commission on Learning made some recommendations with respect
to class size and indicated that the K to 3 level on a jurisdiction-wide
basis should strive for 17 students per classroom. Grades 4, 5, and
6 would be 23; grades 7, 8, and 9 would be 25; and the high school
would be, of course, 27. They said that we should try and get to that
rate within about five years. Now, we’ve accelerated that. In fact,
for all of the grades from, I think, grade 4 to grade 12 the majority
of our school boards by far are already at the recommended
guidelines within a two and a half year window of time or they’ve
bettered themselves than what was recommended. So regardless of
which formula the hon. member might want to look at, we are
making tremendously positive progress toward meeting those
expectations.

Mr. Chase: Well, I’'m sure Mr. Dirks would be pleased to hear that.

My second question for the Minister of Education: how much
longer will the Calgary public and separate school boards, tens of
thousands of parents, and their students have to wait for the
combined 62 missing community schools, 40 public and 22 separate,
to be built?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, we’ve opened or are scheduled to
open a number of brand new schools in Calgary even in this year.
I can tell you that in Calgary-Foothills we have a new K to 4 school
under construction for $6.6 million that will open in October of *06.
We have a K to 4 core school, Chaparral elementary in Calgary-
Shaw. That will open in October 06. That’s $6.1 million. There’s
anew school called Douglasdale/Glen elementary in Calgary-Hays.
That will open in the spring, very shortly, $5.2 million. The list goes
on, and that’s just on the public side. I have a list on the Catholic
side that I could read off as well. So the infrastructure issues are
getting addressed.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you. My last question to the Minister of
Education: why should a third of Calgary public students and an
even larger proportion of Calgary Catholic students have to ride the
bus when for the same amount of money wasted on bus fees several
new schools could be built each year?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, the issue of transportation ride times
is obviously a local issue. Transportation funding is obviously a
joint issue between the province and the local school board. When
I met with all of these school boards in the fall, in fact, I had put this
issue on the agenda. There is a review of our renewed funding
framework going on right now. I’ll expect those results very soon,
and then we’ll try and make whatever improvements are necessary
there. But the fundamental thing here going forward is to take a
closer look at building schools where the population exists, quite
obviously, and that will cut down on some of the ride times and on
some of the busing costs. On the other hand, we do have a number
of good, old schools that are still quite functional.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview,
followed by the hon. Member for Dunvegan-Central Peace.

Social Assistance

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. At the appropriate time I
will table a report from the Winspear fund that makes for sobering
and sad reading. In the past year the Winspear fund in Edmonton

has assisted 148 individuals and families whose basic needs for food,
shelter, and clothing are going unmet due to the inadequacy of
government income support programs. Over 60 per cent of this
emergency funding went to families with children. My question is
to the Minister of Human Resources and Employment. How does
the minister justify that in a rich province like Alberta the most
vulnerable citizens are having to turn to agencies like the Winspear
fund to help them overcome desperate situations?

Mr. Cardinal: Yes, Mr. Speaker, no one should be in that situation
in Alberta. I agree with you fully. Our government, of course, is
definitely working on programs to provide additional services for
those people who are caught in that unfortunate situation. We do
help also with daycare assistance and other school supports.

Mr. Martin: Well, Mr. Speaker, the reality is that the Winspear
fund, along with other agencies, is having to do the government’s
work. My question is again to the minister. When is the minister
going to do something about it so that these people don’t continue to
fall through the cracks?

Mr. Cardinal: Well, Mr. Speaker, I ask the member to provide the
information he has, and I’m willing to sit down and go through the
package.

Mr. Martin: Mr. Speaker, [ said that [ would table this information.

My final question, then, is to the minister. He does have control.
When can the people in Alberta Works expect to receive a long-
overdue and substantial — and I stress substantial — increase in their
monthly benefit levels?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, this is an area I’ve been working on for
the last six, eight months or so. Of course, it’s a matter of time.
Soon things will change.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Dunvegan-Central Peace,
followed by the hon. Member for St. Albert.

Traffic Safety Pilot Project

Mr. Goudreau: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Solicitor General and
Minister of Public Security recently announced a six-month pilot
project that puts sheriffs on highways 21 and 63 to perform traffic
safety patrols with RCMP officers. This project has raised a number
of questions about enforcement and safety on Alberta’s highways.
My questions are for the Solicitor General and Minister of Public
Security. Why is there a need for a traffic safety pilot project on
these highways?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As the hon.
Minister of Infrastructure and Transportation mentioned earlier, the
McDermid report had nine recommendations regarding traffic safety
in the province, the vision 2010, that we want to look at, reducing
somewhat the 25,000 injuries and the 400 deaths per year on
Alberta’s highways.

Our department is looking at all options, Mr. Speaker, whether the
new policing service delivery model regarding how we can enhance
our services on these highways as well as ensuring that the police
officers who are multiskilled in criminal investigations can remain
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doing just that: investigating criminal activity and responding to
emergencies.

Mr. Speaker, this pilot project allowed us to train 10 sheriffs that
have extensive training in both traffic investigation and traffic
enforcement. During this pilot project we are stressing these two
highways, 21 and 63, regarding the high number of fatalities and
collisions that are on those highways. Obviously, there’s a need for
other highways as well, most recently highway 19 between highways
2 and 21. There were two recent fatalities on that stretch of road,
that the hon. Member for Leduc-Beaumont-Devon was speaking to
me about.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Goudreau: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister. You
said that these officers are trained in traffic safety. What happens if
they come across crimes such as impaired driving or drug
infractions?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This pilot project is in
conjunction with the RCMP. It’s an opportunity for both the
sheriffs’ office and the RCMP to work together and complement
each other from that enforcement aspect of the traffic investigation.
If, for example, a traffic officer, or sheriff, came upon an impaired
driver, he has the authority under the Criminal Code to arrest that
individual, but he would then turn that individual over to the RCMP
for the criminal investigation regarding that offence.

2:20

Mr. Goudreau: Mr. Speaker, to the same minister again: how and
when will we know if this pilot is an effective way to address traffic
safety?

Mr. Cenaiko: Mr. Speaker, the ultimate goal of the pilot project is
obviously to see a reduction in the number of injuries and a
reduction in the number of fatalities that we have in the province.
If we can save one or two lives even, that’s going to show that we
can have an impact through education, through enforcement, and
through personal contact between an officer and a violator.
Obviously, with an increase in enforcement comes a heightened
level of awareness and education for drivers, who ultimately have
the responsibility to drive safely.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon.
Member for Banff-Cochrane.

Collective Bargaining for Teachers

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. School boards, teachers,
and parents continue to wait while children pay the price for the
policy gridlock in the Education minister’s office. He is keeping
important information under wraps and is blaming teachers, boards,
and parents, in fact almost anybody, for the inability to get the job
done. My question to the Minister of Education: how will boards
negotiate contracts with the ATA in May of this year? Is an e-mail
your only solution to the problem, sir?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, no one on this side of the House in
the government caucus has been blaming anyone. There has been a

little bit of blame from the opposition toward some of the teaching
profession unfortunately, but I can tell you that as shameful as that
is, we on this side value the parents and the teachers and the children
who are in our education system. The issue of negotiating is being
done at the local level right now. There is a recommendation in the
Learning Commission to try and change that and move to a new
model, and we have been looking at that and trying to see what the
impact of it might be, but there’s not exactly unanimity amongst
school boards on that proposal either. It’s a difficult issue, but it is
one that we are continuing to look at and review.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Why is the minister
blaming his inability to make a decision on a bargaining model for
Alberta on disagreements between school boards? Does he feel it is
not his job to resolve this very, very important issue?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I want to emphasize this again:
nobody is blaming anyone, and no one is blaming anything, other
than perhaps the Education critic on the other side. What we have
here is a long-standing tradition of local bargaining, which some
school boards are willing to part with, some are not willing to part
with. But I will be meeting with all the school board chairs on
March 24, and this is one of many issues on our agenda at that time.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Flaherty: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Principals continue
to wonder: are they in or are they out of the ATA? How long will
we wait, or does he not feel it is his job to resolve this very
important issue? Is it indecisiveness? Can he make a decision?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, if the question is, “Are principals in
or are they out?” clearly at the moment they’re in. That’s a no-
brainer. They’re in the ATA. The recommendation that the hon.
member is referring to was pursued with a study last year. That
report came to me a few months ago. We’ve been looking at it.
We’ve been looking at the impact of it, and it’s not quite as simple
as [ think some people in the opposition try to make this issue sound.

For example, there are a number of principals who also teach.
Now, if there were a consideration given to removing principals
from the ATA, that would de facto mean that they could no longer
teach. So a teacher would have to be hired to come in and take over
where that principal left off. There is a financial implication there.
There is a teacher supply issue as well that exists there. Of course,
there would be some issues pertaining to infrastructure. Yes, it does
have some complications to it, but that, too, remains one of those
issues that has required some additional review, and that’s exactly
what we’re doing.

Alberta at the Smithsonian

Mrs. Tarchuk: Mr. Speaker, in March 2005 the government of
Alberta and the Smithsonian Institution in Washington signed an
historical agreement for our province to take part in the
internationally renowned Folklife Festival in Washington, DC. Not
only does this appear to be a great venue to showcase our province,
but I understand that the festival is proven to stimulate economic
opportunity, boost marketing, tourism, trade, government relations,
and public relations. My first question is to the Minister of
International and Intergovernmental Relations. Can the minister
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please provide an update and advise the Legislative Assembly on
where we are in planning for Alberta’s participation in this festival?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Stelmach: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is truly an honour
that the Smithsonian has honoured this province, Alberta, to take
part in the Folklife Festival that will be held in Washington between
the dates of June 30 and July 11. What is so exciting is that we are
the first ever Canadian jurisdiction to be represented at the
Smithsonian. This will give us an opportunity to showcase our
culture, our folklife before over a million visitors in Washington
mall, another 12 million that will take part looking at various
websites and periodicals and tourism journals. The plan is going
ahead. We will be making a formal announcement at the end of
April in terms of the Smithsonian Institute and Alberta at the
Smithsonian, and we’re very pleased that we were given this
opportunity.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementary
question is to the Minister of Community Development. Given that
Alberta has 3.3 million people from all different backgrounds,
cultures, and workplaces, can the minister tell us how he selected
150 representatives to fully demonstrate our diversity, economy, and
way of life to our American neighbours in Washington, DC?

Mr. Mar: Mr. Speaker, I don’t need to remind you or members of
this House that this province has an incredibly wide and diverse
cultural, occupational, and living history, and no doubt it is a great
challenge to find 150 people to represent this. But this is exactly the
goal and the goal of the Smithsonian Institution, to present a cross-
section of Alberta life on the Washington mall.

There has been a curator from the Smithsonian, Dr. Nancy Groce,
who has travelled tens of thousands of kilometres, spent a great deal
of time here in Alberta with staff from Alberta Community
Development to come to have an understanding about the history
and the contemporary identity of Alberta. Through this curatorial
process the Smithsonian has actually decided, of course in
consultation with officials from Community Development, as to
which aspects of Alberta life to include. So, as referred to by my
hon. colleague, the minister of intergovernmental affairs, at the end
of April we will have an announcement to make with respect to the
specific displays, the exhibits, and the artists that will be
representing and making up Alberta at the Smithsonian.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final supplemental
question is to the Minister of International and Intergovernmental
Relations. Can you advise us whether there are other activities
planned in Washington to go along with the Folklife Festival to
focus additional attention on Alberta?

Mr. Stelmach: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I'm glad to cover a couple of
plans for the Smithsonian. One, of course, is the unveiling of the
website, Alberta at the Smithsonian, which will be very important.
But most important will be Alberta week at the Smithsonian. This
will be some social events and a number of economic forums.
We’re also pleased that the city of Calgary and the city of Edmonton
and a number of private-sector companies will be participating the
week before. Why it’s so important is that the House will rise that

particular last week of June, and we’ll have all of the decision-
makers, the elected representatives, and very senior policy decision-
makers visiting Alberta at the Smithsonian that particular week, and
we will be able to convey to them how important our Alberta/U.S.
relations are.

The Speaker: Hon. members, that was a very significant 84
questions and answers in a 50-minute question period.

Vignettes from the Assembly’s History

The Speaker: Our historical vignette today begins with a quote, and
I refer you to Alberta Hansard, March 8, 1976. The following
words were spoken.
We of the commonwealth of nations are justifiably proud of the
system we’ve inherited: a symbolic head of state in the Crown
which continues on forever and is not subject to the whims of parties
in power, elected parliaments, appointed judges who then become
unassailable by the politicians, courts of appeal, civic rights, and a
vast body of law.
2:30

These words were given by Roy Alexander Farran, who was born
January 2, 1921, in England and spent his youth in India. A major
in the British army he retired in 1948. He is probably the most
decorated man to have served in the Alberta Legislature. Military
honours bestowed upon Mr. Farran include the Croix d’Officier de
la Légion d’Honneur, the British Distinguished Service Order, the
Military Cross, the French Croix de Guerre, the U.S. Legion of
Merit, the Italian gold medal, and the Greek War medal.

Mr. Farran arrived in Alberta post World War II, already an
accomplished fiction and nonfiction writer. He arrived here to work
with the Calgary Herald and to establish the North Hill News as
owner and publisher. He was an alderman for the city of Calgary
from 1961 to 1971. He was first elected to the Legislative Assembly
of Alberta in 1971 for Calgary-North Hill as a Progressive
Conservative and was re-elected in 1975. Mr. Farran was the
Minister of Telephones and Utilities from 1973 to 1975 and Solicitor
General from 1975 to 1979. He is the author of seven books,
including the classic Winged Dagger: Adventures on Special
Service, published by Collins in London in 1948. Roy Farran
currently lives in retirement in Calgary, Alberta.

Might we revert briefly to Introduction of Guests?

[Unanimous consent granted]
head:

Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, | have never had the privilege before of
introducing members of my family. This afternoon, quite
unexpectedly, my youngest grandson, Ryan, who was the winner,
number 1, at his school in a science fair project, and his father,
Darren, an enthusiastic golf pro and parent, are present. Darren
Evans and Ryan are from Barrie, Ontario. Ifthey would both please
rise.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly a
very special class that’s attending NorQuest College in my
constituency. This is an employment program, including job
opportunities for building success, and also a transitional vocational
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program. We have 16 students joining us along with their instructor,
Ms Judy Dobbs. I would ask them all to please rise and accept the
warm welcome of the Assembly.

head: Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills and
Deputy Speaker.

New Acme Community Centre

Mr. Marz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This past weekend marked the
second anniversary of a devastating fire in the village of Acme, a fire
that consumed their community centre, the Acme Memorial Hall,
which was built in 1959 and had just undergone numerous
renovations. Needless to say, this was quite a shock and a loss to the
community.

However, this past weekend also marked the grand opening of a
new, modern Acme community centre built on the exact same site
as the old one for a cost of $1,850,000. Due to the hard work and
determination and perseverance of everyone involved, only $20,000
ofthat $1,850,000 remains unpaid. Insurance coverage made up just
over $1 million, with the remaining $824,000 of the cost being
raised through fundraisers, private and corporate donations, and
grants, all in two short years. This facility will serve Acme and
district as well as central Alberta very well for many years to come.

The people of Acme and district are a shining example of the
determination and hard work that’s required to overcome adversity
and challenges in building a great community and a great province.
I’d ask all members of the Assembly to join me in congratulating
Acme and the residents of the district on a great job well done.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

Red Deer College Kings Volleyball Team

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour for me to
stand in the Legislature of Alberta once again to recognize the
continuing dynasty of the Red Deer College Kings volleyball team.
For the seventh consecutive year the Red Deer College Kings men’s
team have been crowned national champions at the Canadian men’s
volleyball championship in Quebec City. This winning streak gives
the College Kings the record for the most consecutive victories in
Canada, moving them past their closest competitors, the Limoilou
college Titans of Quebec City, who previously held these bragging
rights with six consecutive victories.

This was not an easy championship. Coming within a whisker of
losing the biggest game of all, the Canadian colleges’ men’s
volleyball final, the Kings battled their worthy opponents from
Quebec City, who were outstanding before a hometown crowd that
had the house rocking with the beat of drums and noisemakers that
never stopped. Using their experience and skill along with the
exceptional direction of their dynastic coach, Keith Hansen, the team
stepped up at the most critical time to win the championship. The
King’s captain, Joey Martins, and Graham Hetherington, a third-year
player, were both named to the second all-star team.

Mr. Speaker, I’d ask the Members of this Legislative Assembly to
join me in congratulating players Pierre Rocque, Aaron Yasinski,
Kris Inglis, Gilles Plouffe, Andrew Reed, Peter (Andy) Shaw, Chaim
Schalk, Andrew Tallas, Jason Waddell, Cody Lockhart, Doug
Gilbertson, Tim Gourlay, and Joey Martins along with head coach
Keith Hansen, assistant coaches Bob Rutz and Adam Roth, athletic

therapist Heather Fletcher, student trainer Cole Dziatkewich, and
video champ Lee Tipman.
Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Commonwealth Day

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday we recognized
Commonwealth Day. The Commonwealth is home to more than 1.8
billion people in 53 countries, rich and poor, small and large, spread
across every continent and ocean in the world. The dynamic and
vibrant network of partnerships that exists among its people gives
the Commonwealth its unique stand in promoting peace, democracy,
development, and co-operation.

Development is about people, their quality of life, the choices
available to them as they strive to reach their full potential. It’s
about finding new ways to provide adequate food, shelter, clothing,
education, health care, jobs, transport, safe living conditions, good
government, and a stable economy. We see many parts of our world
in need of critical care and observe that as a partner we share a
special responsibility to alleviate poverty and disease and provide
access to education and essential health care services in need.

Working in partnership is essential between the nations of this
carth, whether they are developed or developing. This is how we
build a better, more secure, more sustainable world. Only together
can we achieve an open and democratic society. Together we will
be able to recognize that we all share a common humanity regardless
of who we are and where we come from.

I congratulate all 53 Commonwealth nations on this very special
day. Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Smoky.

Team Thomas World Junior Curlers

Mr. Knight: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again it’s a pleasure for me
to rise and recognize the fact that although my colleague from Red
Deer-North has indicated that central Alberta has some good
athletes, Alberta’s northwest has great athletes. I want to speak
about some of them, particularly some of the athletes from the
Grande Prairie region, on behalf of myself and my colleague from
Grande Prairie-Wapiti and all of our constituents.

Last week I mentioned two world-class events that came to our
region, attracting world-class competitors. This time, Mr. Speaker,
we applaud four young men from the Grande Prairie Curling Club
who are provincial and national junior curling champions. The
foursome — skip Charley Thomas, third Geoff Walker, second Rollie
Robinson, and lead Kyle Reynolds — is representing Canada at the
world junior curling championships in Jeonju, South Korea. I
understand that at this point Team Canada has a 4 and 0 record. We
not only welcome the world to Alberta’s beautiful Peace Country,
but we also send world-class athletes to represent Canada around the
world. Again, that can-do attitude.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

2:40 U of A Pandas Women’s Hockey Team

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The University of Alberta
Pandas hockey team claimed its fifth Canadian Interuniversity Sport
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women’s championship title in seven years with a 2-1 win over the
top-seeded Laurier Golden Hawks in Nova Scotia on Sunday
evening. The defensive-minded Pandas, the number 2 tournament
seed, fell behind early, just as they did in Saturday’s semifinal
against St. FX, but this time they rebounded quickly and played an
almost flawless system after taking the lead midway through the
second period.

Goaltender Aaron Sorochan was named the Canada West
Freshman of the Year. She finished the conference playoffs with a
perfect 4-0-0, Mr. Speaker.

Nineteen-year-old physical education student Tarin Podloski led
all scorers at the nationals with five points to pick up the tournament
MVP honours after being named a second team all-Canadian last
week. Mr. Speaker, Podloski was named a first team conference all-
star in the Canada West during the 2005-06 season after finishing
second in the league in scoring with 28 points.

Of note, Rachel Sanders picked up her second team sport gold
medal of 2005-06 after helping the field hockey Pandas and Coach
Carla Somerville to their first national title in team history last fall.
The last CIS player to accomplish the feat was Alberta’s Nicole
Chapdelaine, who won both women’s soccer and hockey in 2001-
2002.

Congratulations to the Pandas for continuing the University of
Alberta winning tradition.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Child Care Program

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Children’s
Services recently met with her federal counterpart. I suspect that the
federal minister recently heard two very different messages on this
issue.

On the one hand, the Premier of Quebec has been strongly
advocating for maintaining the agreement reached last year between
the federal government and several of the provinces, and no wonder.
Quebec’s $7-a-day child care system is the envy of parents across
the country. That government understands that investing in early
childhood development programs and quality public child care gives
children an important head start while providing parents more
choices when returning to work.

On the other hand, our own minister likely delivered a more
ambiguous message. I say this because she has told Albertans that
she is philosophically supportive of the Prime Minister’s plan to give
parents $100 per month as a buy-off for cancelling last year’s $5
billion agreement, and that has got Alberta families and child care
providers very concerned. Let’s be clear, Mr. Speaker. As a taxable
benefit $100 would leave fewer dollars in parents’ pockets than
promised. The current $500 per month subsidy for child care spaces,
wage increases for child care workers, subsidies for early childhood
programs, and programs for kids with disabilities may also be on the
chopping block.

The minister must tell Albertans in clear terms what her vision is
for child care. She must fight for the dollars won in last year’s
agreement, must make a categorical public commitment to Alberta
parents that they will have affordable access to high-quality, public,
nonprofit child care and that she will stand by her five-point plan
come hell or high water.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

head: Presenting Petitions

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder on a petition.

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a petition with 177

signatures on it. The petition urges the government of Alberta to

“eliminate private clinics and private delivery in the health care

system, and develop a comprehensive plan to strengthen and extend

Medicare.” This brings the total number of these signatures to 715.
Thank you very much.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Tabling Returns and Reports

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m tabling five copies of
a letter from Donald Moreau regarding drivers’ licensing for seniors
with medical problems.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two tablings. The
first that [ am pleased to table with the appropriate number of copies
is a letter from a constituent, Mr. Fouad Ammar. It states his belief
that we should focus on public health care and that private health
care is not needed.

The second tabling I have with the appropriate number of copies:
six letters that I have received from parents and daycare owners and
other citizens voicing concerns about the cancellation of the national
daycare program. They are from Liliane Chahmini,* Min Du, N.
Cato, Kim Gravel, Paul Broda, and Chris Kubica.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to table the
appropriate number of copies of letters received from concerned
parents, daycare owners and staff, and other concerned citizens
voicing concerns with the cancellation of the national daycare
program. I’m tabling today from J. St. Onge, Mandy Palmer, Lisa
Brandingen, Jim Crook, Alicia Drake, Roberta Keichinger.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am tabling the proper
number of copies of a report of the 2005 disbursements from the
Winspear fund. The fund was designed to be one-time emergency
funding for people who are working hard to help themselves but
whose social circumstances create a need for financial assistance.
Between November 2004 and December 2005 this fund helped out
148 people who otherwise wouldn’t have received assistance.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to table the
appropriate number of copies of letters received from concerned
parents, daycare owners and staff, and other concerned citizens
voicing the concerns about the cancellation of the national daycare
program. There are four letters from Janet Algar, Teresa Frost,
Sharron Glimm, Roxanne Campbell and two letters that are signed
by someone that writes like a doctor.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise this
afternoon to table six further letters regarding the cancellation of the

*This spelling could not be verified at the time of publication.
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national daycare program. The writers today include Jen Smith, Anu
Heuser, Ken and Patricia Skawronik, Jannele Martin, Angela Webb,
and another doctor.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Mr. Chase: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise again to
table the appropriate number of copies of many letters I’ve received
from concerned parents, daycare owners, citizens with regard to the
termination of the national daycare program. These letters came
from Nicole Zebinski, April Wellington, Laurie Brandle, T.
Pickunyk, Natalie Bragg,* and K. Wack.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m tabling e-mails from a

Mr. John Hartley, which were sent to many members of the

Assembly. Mr. Hartley wonders why Conservative MLAs are so

intent on destroying medicare and notes that opposition parties have

supplied solid alternatives. [interjections] He’s my kind of guy.

There should be open consultation on health reform as well.
Thank you.

The Speaker: And that, hon. member, is why this Assembly must
deal with this whole question of tabling of e-mails one of these days.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have some more letters
about the cancellation of the national daycare program. The letters
are from Steve Allan, Vanessa Botuk,* Melodie Pearson, Rhonda
Wendland,* Joanna Cornisson,* Julie Pinney-Reeves.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Hon. members, I know this question because I now
get lots more notes from hon. members about this whole question of
tablings. A national daycare program falls under federal jurisdiction,
not provincial jurisdiction, and unless some of these things are
worded to have an impact in Alberta, I think they should be filed in
Ottawa rather than here.

head: 2:50
head:

Orders of the Day

Government Bills and Orders
Second Reading

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.
Bill 18
Wilderness Areas, Ecological Reserves,

Natural Areas and Heritage Rangelands
Amendment Act, 2006

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my privilege to move
on behalf of the hon. Mr. Mar Bill 18, the Wilderness Areas,
Ecological Reserves, Natural Areas and Heritage Rangelands
Amendment Act, 2006.

The Speaker: Is the hon. minister proceeding with additional
comments?

Mr. Hancock: Not at this time.

The Speaker: Then the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

*These spellings could not be verified at the time of publication.

Mr. Chase: Thank you very much. I’m speaking against Bill 18.
This bill isn’t about protection; it’s about reduction and destruction.
It’s a feeble attempt to legitimize this government’s current laissez-
faire attitude through legislation.

To begin with, I’d like to speak about communication, or lack
thereof. Last week my researcher, on my behalf, approached the
Minister of Community Development requesting a three-column
document. The purpose of this request was to get an outline of the
intention of the bill. That was not provided. So in an act of
desperation and an attempt to follow through with parliamentary
procedure, I approached the minister’s office at noon today. I was
confronted by an individual who obviously went through the
Charlebois school of communication in that no documentation was
supplied. Of course, the Charlebois school would suggest $800,000
worth of taxpayer money for no written evidence. This seems to be
the way communication is received within this ministry.

An Hon. Member: You didn’t even get the facts straight. Truly.

The Speaker: Okay, okay. The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity
has the floor. We’re currently in second reading of a bill. Please
proceed.

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This past summer, in an
attempt to do my job as critic, I sent out requests to all the parks and
protected areas. We had quite a degree of difficulty finding the
addresses, the e-mails due to, again, insufficient communication.
But through much research on behalf of my researcher we
accomplished the task, and in good faith we sent out letters to each
and every park, wilderness area, protected, and so on. We asked a
very simple question. It was: could you give us, please, your three
most important wishes? 