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[The sound system was not operational from 1:30 p.m. to 1:59 p.m.]

1:30 p.m.

[The Speaker in the chair]

head: Prayers

The Speaker: I would ask members to remain standing after prayers
so that we may pay tribute to our former colleagues who have passed
away since we were last in the House.

As we commence proceedings today in this Assembly, we ask for
divine guidance so that our words and deeds may bring to all people
of this great province hope, prosperity, and a vision for the future.
Amen. [as submitted]

Mr. Edward Ewasiuk
September 24, 1933, to April 14, 2006

The Speaker: On Friday, April 14,2006, Edward William Ewasiuk
passed away. Mr. Ewasiuk represented the constituency of
Edmonton-Beverly for the New Democratic Party. Mr. Ewasiuk was
first elected in the election held on May 8, 1986, and served until
June 15, 1993. During his years of service in the Legislature Mr.
Ewasiuk served on the select standing committees on Private Bills,
Public Accounts, Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund Act, Law and
Regulations, and Public Affairs. [as submitted]

Mr. Frederick Colborne
November 14, 1916, to April 19, 2006

The Speaker: On Wednesday, April 19, 2006, Frederick Charles
Colborne passed away. Mr. Colborne was first elected in the 10th
Legislature by the servicemen’s vote as the representative of the air
force, August 8, 1944, to August 17, 1948. Mr. Colborne sat with
the two other representatives as a group — navy, army, and air force
—on the opposition side of the Assembly. He was elected in the 11th
election, held August 17, 1948, and served until July 22, 1971.
During his years of service he represented the air force servicemen
and the constituencies of Calgary and Calgary Centre for the
governing Social Credit Party. During his term of office Mr.
Colborne served as minister without portfolio from August 2, 1955,
to November 29, 1962, as Minister of Public Works from November
30, 1962, to May 26, 1969, and Minister of Municipal Affairs from
May 27, 1969, to September 9, 1971.

Mr. Colborne also served on the select standing committees on
Agriculture, Colonization, Immigration and Education; Municipal
Law; Municipal Law and Law Amendments; Private Bills; Privi-
leges and Elections; Public Accounts; Public Affairs; Agriculture
and Education; and Railways, Telephones and Irrigation. Mr.
Colborne served on the special committees on Education Assistance
for Dependents of Deceased and Disabled Ex-Service Men; Electoral
Boundaries; Hutterite Colonies; Redistribution/Redistribution
Procedure; Rules, Orders and Forms of Procedure; and Workers’
Compensation.

With our admiration and respect there is gratitude to members of
their families who shared the burdens of public office. Family
members of Mr. Ewasiuk and Mr. Colborne are with us today in the
Speaker’s gallery. Our prayers are with them.

In a moment of silent prayer I ask you to remember hon. member
Edward Ewasiuk and hon. member Fred Colborne as you have
known them. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light
perpetual shine upon them. Amen. [as submitted]

Deaths of Canadian Soldiers in Afghanistan

The Speaker: I would also ask all members to remember four brave
Canadian soldiers who died on duty in Afghanistan this past
weekend: Lieutenant William Turner, a reservist and Canada Post
employee in Edmonton; Corporal Randy Payne of CFB Wainwright;
Corporal Matthew Dinning, a member of 2 Mechanized Brigade
Group in Petawawa, Ontario; Myles Mansell, a member of the
Victoria’s 5th Field Regiment. [as submitted]

Hon. Jobie Nutarak

The Speaker: Please also remember the Hon. Jobie Nutarak,
Speaker of Nunavut, who passed away yesterday near Pond Inlet,
Nunavut. [as submitted]

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

head: Introduction of Visitors

Mr. Ducharme: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to introduce to you and
through you to the members of the Assembly His Excellency
Eduardo Tejera, the Dominican Republic’s ambassador in Canada.
Travelling with him is embassy counsellor Jamie Reed.

Alberta exported $11 million worth of goods last year to the
Dominican Republic, mainly in beans, oats, and tech equipment.
Perhaps our greatest export to their country, though, is tourists.
Canada is the second largest source of tourists in the Dominican
Republic. Many Albertans have enjoyed the warmth of their climate
and of their people.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that our honoured visitors, who are seated in
your gallery, please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome
of the Assembly. [as submitted]

The Speaker: Hon. members, it is an honour for me to rise today to
introduce you to guests who are seated in the Speaker’s gallery.
These guests are family members of our former colleagues.

Mrs. Wynne Ewasiuk, widow of Mr. Edward Ewasiuk, former
MLA for the constituency of Edmonton-Beverly, is here with
members of their family: sons Chris and Randall Ewasiuk with Terri
Grant and daughters Tina Bourcier and Debbie Lavallee with
grandchildren Siobhan and Shivan Lavallee. If they would please
rise and receive the warm welcome from the House.

Former MLA Fred Colborne, who represented the air force
servicemen, Calgary and Calgary Centre constituencies, is repre-
sented by sons Tim, Steve, and Dan Colborne and Joe Abbey-
Colborne, daughters Susan Thain and Anne Turnbull, and grandson
Greg Colborne. If they would rise, please, and receive the warm
welcome from the House. [as submitted]

head: Introduction of Guests

[Mr. Cardinal, Mr. VanderBurg, Mr. Lukaszuk, Mr. Stelmach, Mrs.
Jablonski, Dr. Taft, Ms Evans, Mr. Renner, Mr. Coutts, Mr. R.
Miller, Mr. Eggen, and Dr. Pannu introduced guests]
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head: Ministerial Statements

Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize national organ
donation awareness week, which is April 23 to 29.

Capital health is commemorating National Organ and Tissue
Donor Awareness Week to increase public awareness about donation
and celebrate Capital health’s continuing excellence in transplanta-
tion. At this time I would like to introduce three guests seated in the
public gallery who all play a key role in our province’s organ and
tissue program. They are Margaret Lidstone, organ donor
co-ordinator with Capital health’s human organ procurement
exchange program, HOPE; Karen Elgert, organ donor co-ordinator,
also with the HOPE program; and Jared Zsombor, tissue specialist
with Capital health’s Comprehensive Tissue Centre. If'you could all
please stand and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

In 2005 Capital health transplant teams performed 300 organ
transplants. In addition, the Comprehensive Tissue Centre distrib-
uted more than 1,700 tissues across Canada for transplantation. If
families express interest in donating their loved ones’ organs or
tissues, Capital health’s HOPE co-ordinators arrange for organ
donation while tissue specialists with the Comprehensive Tissue
Centre, CTC, co-ordinate tissue donation. The Comprehensive
Tissue Centre, CTC, is one of only four fully accredited tissue banks
in Canada. Working together, these skilled professionals help the
donor family carry out their loved one’s decision to donate and
ensure final wishes are respectfully met.

The Alberta Legislative Assembly is currently considering
changes to the Human Tissue Gift Act to strengthen Alberta’s
donation program. The Human Tissue and Organ Donation Act, Bill
32, clarifies how minors can be living donors, how consent must be
obtained for donations, and how the wishes of the deceased will be
respected in organ donations. The act will also ensure that every
person who dies will be considered for organ and tissue donation
with appropriate consent. The objective is to increase the number of
donations.

More than 200 people are currently on Capital health’s organ
transplant waiting lists. More than 20 people are currently awaiting
islet cells, and almost 140 people are awaiting corneas. Becoming
an organ and tissue donor requires three steps: make your decision
to become a donor, sign your Alberta health card, and discuss your
wishes with your family because they provide final consent to
medical staff.

This week you will see MLAs and many other supporters wearing
green ribbon lapel pins to raise awareness for organ and tissue
donations. My hope is that more Albertans will make a conscious
decision to become a donor and provide the gift of lasting life and
health to others. [as submitted]

Ms Blakeman: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join the minister in
recognizing National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week.

I am very proud of the Canadian tradition of giving freely of
ourselves to assist those in need. Donations of blood, tissues, and
organs are very much a part of our culture of giving, perhaps the
most important part of all for these gifts bestow life itself upon the
recipients. Forno reward other than the knowledge that their actions
will help others, countless Canadians have literally given of
themselves that others might live on.

The minister’s call for Albertans to become organ and tissue
donors is worth repeating. Make the decision to become a donor,
sign your Alberta health card, and most importantly of all discuss
your desire to donate your organs with your family. Often, grieving

families find it hard to allow tissues and organs to be taken from
their recently departed loved ones, but we must ask ourselves this:
what better way to pay tribute to the memory of a loved one than to
respect their desire to extend life even in the face of death? Donated
organs and tissues can add years to the lives of others, and every
extra day of life gained is a walking, breathing testimony to the
generosity and compassion of the departed donor.

This is a week to celebrate the precious gifts of our province’s
organ donors and the health care professionals who make those gifts
possible, and it is the perfect time for all of us to recommit ourselves
to the culture of life that is one of Canada’s most cherished values.
Ifit is within your cultural or religious tradition to do so, please sign
that card and tell your family why.

Thank you. [as submitted]

The Speaker: [not recorded] If you would make sure that you direct
your comments through the chair, then they’ll at least be able to read
your lips to make sure that we can translate back to other members
in the Assembly.

If we would recognize that, we’ll now call on the hon. Leader of
the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That was quite a set-up.

head: 2:00 Oral Question Period

Health Care Reform

Dr. Taft: This Conservative government has repeatedly confused
necessary reforms to the public health care system with dismantling
it through misguided privatization schemes. All the evidence shows
that these schemes don’t work in practice and that Albertans don’t
want them in principle. The third way is the latest health privatiza-
tion fiasco, but I fear it will not be the last. To the Minister of
Health and Wellness: given that Albertans have so soundly rejected
the Conservative government’s two-tier proposal, will she rule out
the delisting of services currently covered by Alberta Health?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, the health policy framework that went out
for discussion never recommended delisting for any service. It
looked to the future. It looked to opportunities for full, evidence-
based assessments before proceeding with any drug, any technology,
or any new procedure.

The health care budget rose by $30 for every man, woman, and
child in Alberta — rose by $30 — rose by $91 million in this year’s
budget. Why? Because of an almost 20 per cent increase for the
cost of pharmacare and for drugs. Mr. Speaker, for all new things
that come on board it is responsible, with or without reform, with or
without renewal, for anybody looking at that budget to determine
what is responsible, what is necessary, and what we perhaps could
live without. But the health care policy framework never once
discussed delisting.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. Thirty bucks is a cheap price to pay
for a secure public health care system.

To the same minister: what assurances can the minister provide
that the proposed process for, quote, determining essential services
won’t be used to expand a number of services open to private health
insurance? Is that what Aon is recommending?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will be pleased to know
that our Premier has asked me quite specifically to arrange an
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orientation, a briefing collectively for all Members of this Legisla-
tive Assembly on the Aon report, and we will do that as soon as we
can make sure that our Aon representatives will be able to be there
to fully answer. It should be, hopefully, this week.

In looking to what we do in terms of the health care or the
provision of services in the future, looking to the definition of
essential services, Mr. Speaker, when the legislation is introduced in
the House, the members here will have an opportunity to view that
and will have an opportunity, as well, to understand the full extent
of the consultation we intend to initiate in order to be able to give
thoughtful review to the legislative piece.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister: given
that services proposed in the future may not be deemed essential
enough to qualify for public coverage, can the minister explain how
she plans to prevent this turning into two-tier medicine?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, that’s very speculative. At best it’s
hypothetical; it reaches into the future. To the extent that I’'m here,
I will continue to do my utmost to make sure that we raise with
Albertans not only the policies and legislation that we intend to
initiate but keep them mindful of the elephant in the room, and that
is the rising cost of health care, which will cripple us if we don’t act
soon to improve how we deliver health in this province.

The Speaker: The second Official Opposition main question. The
hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Future Plans of the Premier

Dr. Taft: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, when the Premier announced
this month that he would be stepping down from government at the
end of this year, he acknowledged that he has received numerous
offers to sit on the boards of different companies in Alberta. While
these offers may be viewed as generous to the Premier, they also
raise concerns over conflicts of interest and government accountabil-
ity. My questions are to the Premier. Does the Premier feel that it
is appropriate to be fielding job offers from private companies while
he is still leading the Alberta government?

Mr. Klein: Well, first of all, Mr. Speaker, I can’t stop people from
offering me jobs. 1 have accepted none. 1 have accepted no
positions. I haven’t made up my mind what I am going to do other
than to say that [ want to keep reasonably busy, but I want to have
time to do the things that I want to do, like golf and fish. I will be
consulting with the Ethics Commissioner to find out what I can or
cannot do. I will inform the House at that time if I’m asked the
question, but I plan to do what is legally required of me.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Premier: the Premier
can’t stop people from offering him positions, but he can stop
himself from discussing them. Will the Premier enforce a personal
policy of saying, “No discussion on job offers until I’'m no longer
Premier”?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, you see those people sitting up there? If
they don’t ask me, [ won’t answer. Don’t ask me any questions, and
then I won’t answer. You know, if I’'m asked a question, I will
provide an answer. I’m to say no to those people up there? They’re
the people who are asking the questions.

Mr. Speaker, basically, my answer to them is the same as my

answer will be to you; that is that [ want to keep reasonably busy.
I will consult the Ethics Commissioner as to what I can or cannot do,
but I do want to have time to do the things I want to do.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: does the
Premier at least acknowledge a potential conflict of interest when he
is both running the government and considering job offers from the
private sector?

Mr. Klein: First of all, Mr. Speaker, I am not — I am not, not, not,
not, not — considering any job offers at this time.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Persons with Developmental Disabilities Program

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government has failed
in its responsibility to protect vulnerable Albertans. The track record
with long-term care and the $100 million AISH settlement proves
that seniors and people with disabilities are not given the attention
or respect they deserve. Most recently the government failed to
secure adequate funding for the persons with developmental
disabilities program. My question is to the minister of seniors.
Given that members of the disabilities community requested a $20
million to $30 million budget increase in order to continue providing
safe and adequate service, can the minister explain why this
community has been ignored?

Mrs. Fritz: Well, Mr. Speaker, | take issue with that preamble. I'm
surprised that it’s coming from this member. I can tell you this. I’ve
been a very strong advocate for persons with developmental
disabilities. The disabilities program, as I’ve indicated in the
Assembly before, is now under one ministry. It’s a program that has
$1.1 billion in funding. Persons with developmental disabilities
receive funding through two streams. One is over $500 million, and
another is over $500 million, so that’s $1.1 billion.

Mr. Speaker, also, I think it’s really irresponsible and wrong to
suggest to people that are vulnerable that they’re going to have a
funding cut or that they are having a reduction in services that would
affect their health and safety. That has not happened. It will not
happen, and it will not happen under this minister’s watch.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will the minister then
guarantee that people with developmental disabilities will not have
reduced care because of inadequate funding?

Mrs. Fritz: Mr. Speaker, I can guarantee that there will not be a
reduction in funding and that there will not be a reduction in
services. There has not been a reduction. In fact, the community
had asked for a 4 per cent increase in the persons with developmen-
tal disabilities funding, and there was a 4.6 per cent increase in that
area and an 18 per cent increase on the AISH side of the funding. So
I can guarantee that it will not happen.

2:10

Speaker’s Ruling

Decorum

The Speaker: Okay. The sound system is not working very well
here today. Mostly what I heard was the minister in the background
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with a whole bunch of stuff going on on the other side saying: itisn’t
s0; it isn’t so. Let’s not do that. I’ll recognize somebody to ask a
question, in this case the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.
Everybody will listen. Then she’ll direct the question to somebody,
and I’ll recognize that person. Everybody will listen then, too,
okay? Let’s try it and see how it works.

The hon. member.

Persons with Developmental Disabilities Program
(continued)

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that insufficient
funding will result in fewer caregivers and longer wait-lists to
receive support, will the minister explain why quality of life for
people with developmental disabilities is a low priority for this
government?

Mrs. Fritz: Mr. Speaker, this is a very high priority, actually, for our
government. There has been a significant funding increase, as |
indicated to you, for persons with developmental disabilities. In
fact, we are working very hard with the community. Our staff is
working with the community. We’re working cross ministry with
Health and Wellness, for example, for the care for disabilities. As
well, we’re working with Advanced Education for the inclusion of
people in postsecondary education with developmental disabilities.

The way I look at this — I wanted to tell you this, too, Mr. Speaker
— is that this is a new beginning for people with developmental
disabilities. By having come together under one ministry with a
program for disabilities that is funded, as I said, with very significant
funding, this is a new beginning for people with developmental
disabilities. I can tell you that we are going to listen to people’s
voices, people from the community, as to what they would like to
see within their communities and set the tone for what is right for
this program for people overall. The funding is significant.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat.

Aon Consulting Inc.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The NDP
opposition submitted a freedom of information request for a limited
number of records concerning the $1.5 million Aon Consulting study
of private health insurance options way back on November 15, 2005.
After months of stonewalling, in early February the Information and
Privacy Commissioner imposed a final deadline of April 15, 2006,
to complete this FOIP request. Health and Wellness’s reply to this
FOIP request is now nine days overdue. My question is to the
Minister of Health and Wellness. What is the minister trying to
hide?

Ms Evans: Well, actually, Mr. Speaker, I’'m surprised, and [ would
apologize to the hon. member for the fact that it’s overdue. My
understanding is that it was released, that it was a separate document
because of whatever you had asked for at the time.

We will be releasing the entire report. We will in fact be doing
more than that because the Premier has asked for a briefing of every
Member of this Legislative Assembly, full access to the report, full
access to all the information, full access to the officials that did the
report and anybody else. We are being as open and accountable as
we possibly can. That request last November would not have
certainly been able to capture the essence of what the results of the
report have been, so I’'m sure that the hon. member will be pleased

when either later this week or early next week we’re able to give you
an absolute, thorough report and accounting of that report.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, the request also included a request for
information with respect to the terms of reference for the RFP and
arrangements of which particular firms were bidding and what their
bids were and so on. Will that be included as well?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, I see no reason why we wouldn’t
include all of those issues. Remember, though, that when we first
had these contracts, there were some requests that were honoured of
the people that put in bids for confidentiality. So to the extent that
I can provide absolutely everything, I will do so.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, given that
the requested records included also the names, positions, and terms
of reference of an industry panel advising Aon Consulting, will the
minister also include that information in the release?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, I didn’t see the particulars of that request.
I will review that request and see whether or not there’s any reason
that we couldn’t release, with permission of those people that have
been cited, their names. I see no reason why not, but I will review
that in the context of my remarks earlier that we are doing our best
to be very open and transparent on this.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat,
followed by the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Temporary Foreign Workers

Mr. Mitzel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first question is to the
Minister of Human Resources and Employment. There has been a
lot of talk about labour shortages in Alberta, particularly the need for
workers in the oil sands. We’ve heard concerns in this House that
foreign workers are taking away jobs from Albertans. Can the
minister remind this House what this government is doing to ensure
that jobs go to Albertans?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That is a very
good question because, you know, when you talk about Alberta, we
probably have the hottest economy in North America. We have
thousands of jobs for everybody. I think most jurisdictions in North
America would love to have those challenges.

In relation to that question specifically, Mr. Speaker, I’d just like
to explain first of all because there’s some misunderstanding in
relation to the temporary foreign workers. The temporary foreign
workers’ program, of course, is under federal jurisdiction. The
hiring of temporary foreign workers for companies is a last resort.
Once they’ve exhausted the process of recruiting locally here in
Alberta and across Canada and training local people, then of course,
you know, you have to look at other options. But our priority, of
course, again is Albertans, the First Nations, persons with develop-
mental disabilities, maybe the older workers that are displaced.

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, the government is in the process
of developing a long-range, actually a 10-year labour force strategy
for Alberta to ensure that we do have the workers we need.

The Speaker: We’ll go on. The hon. member.
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Mr. Mitzel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second question is to the
Minister of Advanced Education. Can the hon. minister tell the
House how many assessments of temporary foreign workers his
ministry has completed?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Herard: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Advanced
Education’s role I think, as the hon. member knows, is really one of
assessment of credentials if they work in any of the 20 trades that
require journeyman certificates. Essentially, we do this prior to their
arrival in Alberta to ensure that they have the prerequisite experi-
ence.

To the specific number, Advanced Education has received 941
individual applications for assessment through the group application
process. Ofthese applications, 836 have been approved, and 267 are
working in Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mitzel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My third and final question
is to the Minister of Energy. Given that recently the Minister of
Energy announced that in the 2005-2006 fiscal year land sales set
records for revenues for mineral rights, the average price per hectare,
and the amount of hectares identified for oil sands, which means
even more development, can the minister tell us if the current
shortage of skilled labour is due in part to the scope and timing of oil
sands construction projects, and what are the ministry and the energy
industry doing to manage this issue?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1’d like to first say that our
land tenure system is one of the most open and transparent systems
in the world in respect to . . .

An Hon. Member: In the whole universe.

Mr. Melchin: As I say, Mr. Speaker, it’s one of the best, most open,
transparent systems anywhere in the universe.

Mr. Boutilier: Or in the mother ship.

Mr. Melchin: I’m glad that they’ve been visiting beyond this planet.
Sorry, Mr. Speaker.

One of the great challenges that came this last year: we raised just
under 3 and a half billion dollars from land sales. With that, really,
is going to come the start of planning of these projects. This only
initiates industry to be able to go out and start their long-term
projects. These oil sands projects are multidecade projects. They
have to go through all of the permitting through Environment, the
Energy and Utilities Board, Sustainable Resource Development, all
of the regulatory environment, as well as raising their capital. Then
industry likewise has to ensure that they have the labour and skilled
workforce to deliver on those for their own shareholders. They are
doing many innovative things to help reduce that labour, both
through technology, through co-operation, and in many of their
structures to help time these projects so that they can address the
labour questions.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

2:20 Continuing Care Standards

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This isn’t about the universe;
this is about Alberta. A year ago this government promised
Albertans that they will take action to improve the state of continu-
ing care, but we need concrete action. Small amounts of money for
interim improvements are only a band-aid solution, and it diverts
attention away from the fact that there are no enforceable, province-
wide standards for care and housing. My questions would be to the
Minister of Seniors and Community Supports. Where are the
standards that Albertans have been promised, and how much longer
are we going to have to wait?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The accommodation stan-
dards, of course, are within this ministry, and the care standards are
with the Minister of Health and Wellness. We are working together,
hon. member, and our staff is working hard in putting everything
together with the standards to bring them forward to the Assembly.
The standards will cover all that there is in continuing care, the
whole range of services that are provided. As I indicated to you in
the Assembly before, hon. member, the area of accommodation for
the room and board side of these standards, will have monitoring and
enforcement and a concerns resolution process along with that.

When can you expect that? I’'m hoping in the not too distant
future, Mr. Speaker. As I said, we are working closely together, and
the standards should be here fairly soon.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you. Unfortunately, I missed some of the
answer, but thank you. I’ll check it again in Hansard.

Given that the government refused to support Bill 205 for an
independent office with the power to inspect facilities and enforce
compliance with standards, when will the minister be legislating
standards and compliance mechanisms of her own? I have a feeling
that that was partially answered, but I didn’t hear it. I’m sorry.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Health and
Wellness and I worked together on the process, and, yes, that may
include legislation in the future, which I would anticipate would be
here most likely in the spring of 2007. There is a large area of the
standards, a number of areas that we can certainly put into place
without legislation.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you. My last question would be to the Minister
of Health and Wellness. Given that retraining staff’is a critical factor
in enhancing quality in continuing care, when will the minister
implement appropriate staff mixes and increase staffing levels to
four hours of care a day?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, there’s quite a bit in that question because
it talks about the appropriateness of moving to four hours and talks
about training. In the first instance, one of the announcements made
last week was that the health policy framework will be amended to
add an aggressive workforce strategy, that I’ll be working on with
the minister of advanced learning. Some of the issues that we will
hopefully bring forward in an MR this spring will address all aspects
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of'the health workforce and will be inclusive of that work that we are
doing to improve the numbers and the potential for care that will be
able to be provided by the LPNs and the personal care aides and
others.

On moving to the four hours, as the hon. member knows, in this
year’s budget we are moving to 3.6 hours. Mr. Speaker, the good
news is that in places like Palliser they have just recently, since
January, hired an additional 30 staff for long-term care. So we are
making some strides in both retention and recruitment of more staff
for long-term care facilities.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Walleye Fishery

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. One of the most
cherished pastimes in Alberta is fishing — I’d say that it’s good for
health care — and one of the most sought-after fish is the magnificent
walleye. This government has closed many walleye lakes over time,
and as a result we’re starting to see the population numbers inch
back up. It is also very good to see that they are trying new
initiatives this year for stocking walleye. It can only help our
fisheries in years to come. My questions are for the Minister of
Sustainable Resource Development. When are we going to open up
these lakes and give Albertans a chance to fish for the prized
walleye?

Mr. Coutts: Mr. Speaker, we are seeing some recovery of the
walleye populations after many years of hard work and conservation
in this province, and we have opened up some lakes over the past
few years. But the member is right: walleye is a much sought after
fish, so to prevent overfishing, what we’re hoping to try is an
innovative fish tag solution approach to give people the opportunity
to harvest walleye in a controlled way. We are proposing this, and
we’re going to test it on four lakes: Lac Ste. Anne, Wolf Lake,
Pigeon Lake, and Lake Newell. It’s a balance that we’re trying to
achieve between conservation and allowing Albertans to fish and to
keep at least some of their catch.

Mrs. Jablonski: To the same minister: given that there’s another
fish conservation effort potentially being introduced this year, which
involves licensing fish derbies, could the Minister of Sustainable
Resource Development tell me: would even the small fishing derbies
be charged for a licence under this new policy?

Mr. Coutts: Mr. Speaker, this is a very good question because none
of us want to see the fish resource depleted. We do recognize that
there are some fishing events that are small social functions, where
the people may not be involved in big prizes or big crowds, while
other organizations could actually have greater impact on the
resource. | believe that the requirements for a big fishing derby
should be different than those for a small derby, and that only makes
sense. Our goal is to make sure that we have good, sound practices
for all events and to promote low harvests and at the same time give
people the ability to catch and release fish. The licensing would
only be to Alberta residents as well.

Mrs. Jablonski: To the same minister: could the minister tell me if
there is broad public support for these proposals?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Coutts: Yes, Mr. Speaker. We’ve had overwhelming support
from licensing competitive fishing as well as the opportunity for a
fish tag. We’ve done this through numerous consultations over the
years, and both of these ideas that I have just mentioned have been
endorsed by the provincial round-table on fisheries, which is a group
of stakeholders. What they’ve said is that they’ve taken and shared
these ideas with us, and we then have implemented them. We’ve
also shared these ideas with the members and the executive of the
Alberta Fish and Game Association.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill.

Temporary Foreign Workers
(continued)

Mr. Backs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For many years there was a
special discriminatory tax placed on Chinese immigrants wanting to
work in Canada. This tax was called the head tax. It was designed
to ensure that Chinese workers on projects here would not bring their
families to Canada and become Canadians. The special temporary
foreign worker program for the oil sands negotiated and signed by
the Alberta government has the same effect. My question is to the
Minister of Human Resources and Employment. Why will Chinese
temporary foreign workers contracted to work in the oil sands for,
potentially, years, to live in work camps here for years not be
allowed to have their wives and children immigrate to Alberta?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, you know, first of all, I’d just like to
clarify one thing. I don’t think it’s really fair for anyone to bring up
these different nationalities in this House. That is not fair. We have
a multicultural society here. We all live together and work together
very, very well.

I mentioned earlier in the House today, Mr. Speaker, to a former
question in fact, that the temporary foreign workers’ program is
under the federal government.

Mr. Backs: Signed by the provincial government.

A supplementary question to the same minister, Mr. Speaker: why
would Chinese temporary foreign workers be indentured to their
sponsoring employers for years if they want to stay in Alberta and
not have the freedom to seek work elsewhere in Alberta?

Mr. Cardinal: Well, Mr. Speaker, you know, I’ve mentioned in this
House over and over again that this is a free country. We have the
hottest economy in North America. We have thousands of jobs. We
have the best education system. We have good health care, good
policing, low taxes. This is a wonderful place to live. Alberta
attracts people from all over the country, and we’re so lucky.

2:30

Mr. Backs: Mr. Speaker, to the same minister: why are meat cutters
working as temporary foreign workers from countries like Sudan
being denied places in the Alberta provincial nominee program for
full immigration status because those places are being allotted to
employers friendly to this government?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, that program is under another ministry,
and I can’t comment on that.
Postsecondary Opportunities in Calgary

Dr. Brown: Mr. Speaker, the city of Calgary, with almost a million
people, is growing at almost twice the rate of Edmonton. It’s also
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creating half of all the new jobs in the province, yet access to
postsecondary education in Calgary lags far behind that available in
the capital region. In the latest round of access announcements
Edmonton received funding for almost twice as many new
postsecondary spaces as Calgary. This means that by Advanced
Education’s own figures there are now 9,000 more opportunities for
postsecondary students in Edmonton than there are in Calgary. My
question is for the Minister of Advanced Education. What will the
minister’s department do to address the growing disparity in access
to postsecondary education that currently exists between Edmonton
and Calgary?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Herard: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m not sure I heard all of
that, but I think I get the gist. Decisions about funding for new
spaces are made based on the priorities put forth by the postsecond-
ary institutions as well as student demand and Alberta’s economy
and the need for the province’s postsecondary system as a whole.
This year Calgary’s postsecondary institutions are receiving 938 new
spaces, worth $11.3 million. Edmonton institutions are receiving
829 spaces, worth $10.2 million. Since 1999 Calgary’s postsecond-
ary institutions have received funding for 5,812 new spaces com-
pared with 5,804. So, you know, we could argue back and forth
about this for years. I think we need to put that behind us and move
forward and deal with the future.

Dr. Brown: My supplementary question is to the same minister.
Will the minister commit to a capital plan to allow Calgary’s
postsecondary institutions to bring greater equity and opportunity to
young Albertans in southern Alberta?

Mr. Herard: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think my job is to bring opportu-
nities to all Albertans in all areas of the province, but we are
working very, very diligently with the Calgary postsecondary
institutions. In fact, I’ve already met with several Calgary
postsecondary institutions, including the University of Calgary and
the arts college as well as Bow Valley College. I was busy last week
meeting with all these people. As a government we’re already
funding a number of postsecondary capital projects in Calgary, that
will benefit thousands of students in the city and throughout Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Investment in Science and Technology

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is essential that we
actively pursue ways to diversify the economy by expanding our
economic base. Alberta’s reliance on oil and gas royalties is
negatively impacting the technology sector. Investment in the oil
industry is taking away from investment in the high tech sector, and
the recent Alberta Technology Report survey suggested that almost
half of Alberta’s tech companies would consider leaving Alberta to
go to provinces offering better incentives. My questions are to the
Minister of Innovation and Science. When is the minister going to
put incentives in place to make Alberta competitive with other
jurisdictions?

Mr. Doerksen: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member references a very
important report which is actually sponsored by the Department of
Innovation and Science. Surveys were sent out to over a thousand
different companies, of which only about 100 responded. Quite

clearly in the report the authors have indicated that you can’t make
a hard and fast decision based on such a small reply to that survey.
I just mention that for background.

What is important in that report, because it does highlight a trend
that we have been following over a number of years, is that compa-
nies in emerging businesses, particularly in the preprofit stage, have
indicated a need for access to capital. Mr. Speaker, that is an issue
that we have tackled. We announced earlier this year a $30 million
grant under AVAC that will actually go to assist emerging compa-
nies in the information technology, the biotech areas, to have access
to that capital and mentorship to help them get established in our
province.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: given
that this government offers royalty tax credits to oil companies, will
the minister implement a similar 30 per cent provincial tax credit for
investment in early stage Alberta-based technology companies?

Mr. Doerksen: Mr. Speaker, another important question, a question
that we have asked repeatedly of members of our community. Quite
frankly, on that question of tax incentives we get a very mixed
response. We get half of the individuals saying, “Stay out of that
area; continue to apply a low, broad-based tax regime to make sure
that all of our businesses are on an equal playing field,” and another
half— and I’'m generalizing — say: provide some specific incentives.
It is a question we grapple with. The Minister of Finance may
choose to respond. Her officials have examined this question on
several occasions. At this point we have not moved in that direction.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elsalhy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This question is to the
Minister of Advanced Education. Given that the new spaces
announced on March 28 in relation to the 2006 provincial budget
focused heavily on energy-related fields, what is the minister doing
to increase the number of science and technology graduates?

Mr. Herard: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think that one of the things we
have to be very proud of in Alberta is some of the initiatives that
have been taken by this government to bring technology and science
to the forefront: iCORE, for example, has brought in 23 new chairs
serving, as a matter of fact, three universities in this province and a
couple of hundred graduate students who, in fact, follow these
people around the world to learn under them because they are so
renowned in terms of their knowledge and their expertise. So I think
we have a lot to be thankful for and a lot to be proud of.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview,
followed by the hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Continuing Care Standards
(continued)

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s been almost a year since
the Auditor General issued his scathing report on long-term care. At
the time the Premier promised to take immediate action to imple-
ment all of the report’s recommendations. But here we are one year
later, and there has been little or no progress on the Auditor Gen-
eral’s key recommendations. Many vulnerable seniors are still
suffering under intolerable conditions. The horror stories continue.
To the Minister of Seniors: why has this government failed to
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legislate binding, enforceable service standards in all long-term care
and assisted-living facilities as recommended by the Auditor
General?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I addressed in my
earlier answer to the Member for Lethbridge-East, we do take the
safety, care, and well-being of our seniors in continuing care with
the utmost importance. I can tell you that the Auditor General’s
report, the recommendations that were made, the MLA task force on
long-term care, the area that applies to this ministry — as far as
standards are concerned, the accommodation side of the standards,
those will address the room and board issues. That will include, for
example, nutrition, the setting of accommodation rates, and whatnot.
As indicated earlier, we are working toward making that possible
very soon, that you will have the standards, and it will include
monitoring, enforcement, concern resolutions, and other important
elements. You will see that when it comes forward.

Mr. Martin: Well, Mr. Speaker, if we care so much about these
seniors — we do — then why wasn’t legislation brought forward in
this legislative session, almost a year later?

Mrs. Fritz: Well, Mr. Speaker, it takes time when you go to the
community as a whole, when you go out in the province. We went
out in the province with a task force that had representatives not only
from our side of the House but from the opposition. That task force
listened to what people said. We actually took that back out into the
community, which involves all residents in Alberta, including the
stakeholders, including the caregivers, including the people in the
whole long-term care system, whether it’s lodges right through to
designated assisted-living and on to the long-term care component,
and that does take time. When we received that back, our staff
rolled up their sleeves. They’re getting the job done. Our Ministry
of Health and Wellness is working with this department. We are
working hard to ensure that we have the best standards possible in
place, and you will see that soon.

2:40

Mr. Martin: Given that many of these seniors don’t have a lot of
time — that is, they’re vulnerable — and given that the government is
still busy changing designations from long-term care to assisted
living, which have no minimum standards, how does this help
vulnerable people?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We did put the funding in
place in this budget through the Minister of Health and Wellness
budget as well as my budget. I know that this budget was $2.2
million to ensure that standards are put in place, and that will be
coming forward soon, as I indicated to you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Special-needs Education

Rev. Abbott: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Some school boards in
my constituency are having difficulty meeting the education needs
of students with special needs within current funding profiles as
determined by Alberta Education. My first question is to the

Minister of Education. How does Alberta Education determine
special-needs profiles of the individual school boards?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, the short answer is that it’s done on
historic incidence of severe disability rates, which is charted
throughout the province. This began a few years ago. In fact, we’re
only in the second year of the new renewed funding framework,
which actually is where you’ll find the funding specifications.

I should probably indicate to the hon. member and to others here
that I think it was prior to 2001-2002, hon. member, that school
boards were taxed with having to code and identify and submit
claims on an individual, per-student basis. Now, that created quite
a bit of an administrative burden and didn’t allow them the total
flexibility that they wanted. The renewed funding framework that
was brought in a couple years ago does that now. So there’s a
combination of factors that goes into determining what the incidence
rate was, but essentially it’s based on birth populations that are
expected to give rise to these kind of circumstances.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Rev. Abbott: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second question is
for the same minister. Given that some boards have to actually
subsidize special ed funding from their regular instruction dollars, is
the department considering a review of this methodology?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, in fact we are considering a review
of not only the special needs aspect of education funding but
everything that is contained within the renewed funding framework
document. I would encourage members to pick up the latest copy,
either through their MLA offices or wherever they wish. They can
contact a number of sources in Education as well for that same
information. We are proceeding with that review. I appointed a
ministerial advisory committee to undertake it. We’ll have those
results soon.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Rev. Abbott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again for the same minister:
is there a specific sunset clause on the current profiles so that a board
can be audited to establish a new profile that may better reflect
today’s realities?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Well, Mr. Speaker, to answer the member’s
question, there’s no specific sunset clause that I'm aware of.
However, I should make it clear that if a school board wishes to have
an audit done because they feel there is some discrepancy between
the total number of special-needs students, be that mild, moderate,
or severe, that they have enrolled versus the amount of funding
they’re getting on the profile jurisdiction basis, they could certainly
approach us and ask for that audit to be conducted. We will do it,
and then we’ll both live with the results, so to speak.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Strathcona.

Sale of Surplus Crown Lands

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The department of
infrastructure is responsible for the sale of provincial Crown lands
that are surplus to the requirements of the Edmonton and Calgary
ring roads and for ensuring that fair market value is realized from the
sale of these lands. We all know that this government sold surplus
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land in 1988 for as little as a dollar per parcel, and there has yet to
be an adequate explanation from this government. My first question
is to the minister of infrastructure. Given that during the last five
years this government has sold surplus lands in the city of Edmonton
for anywhere between $2,000 and $75,000 per acre, who is doing the
real estate appraisals on these surplus lands before they are put on
the market to be sold or given away?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, I’'m not sure where to start on this. We’ve
gone around and around. Trying to demonstrate with the Easter eggs
apparently didn’t work. I will go through this once again for the
benefit of this individual. The fact is that we knew from the plans
we had worked through that we needed some 504.39 acres. We
knew exactly where we needed the land. [interjections]

Mr. Speaker, with all the chirping over there they obviously don’t
want to hear the answer. That’s probably the problem, why they
have never figured this out. They absolutely refuse to hear the
answer.

The Speaker: Okay. Another question.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister: are these surplus lands, the lands that have been sold off in
the last five years, those lands which are to be sold, are they
available to all investors, or is it the policy of this government to
allow only a select few insiders to bid on these lands?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, I’'m going to go back to the first one. Of
course, I’'m going to try a different tack. I think this time I’ll talk in
the form of pies. We will see that, in fact, there are eight pies. He
doesn’t seem to be able to understand from the Easter egg one
because that was too simple: you count them. Well, you’re going to
have to cut the pies. So that’s the land that you’re cutting now. We
as the purchaser know that we want 504.39 ounces of pie. We know
that there are eight locations where we’re going to find these pies.
We know that there’s an individual that is offering to sell these pies
to us, and there are some 795.18 ounces in all of these pies.

Now, we’re going to take the pies, and we’re going to cut out
some 504.39 ounces of pie because that’s what we need, Mr.
Speaker. Of course, we give back to the seller, to the person that
owned them at one time, the remaining amount so that, in fact, we
end up with our 504.39 ounces of pie. Now, ifthey can’t understand
that, I don’t know what other explanation we could give them.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The hon. minister
would make a better Santa Claus than an Easter Bunny because he
wants to give the taxpayers’ land away for nothing.

My next question: where does the government advertise these
surplus lands for sale so that Albertans can place an offer if they are
interested?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, this will take a little bit of time because
there’s a lot of explanation to do with how we handle public land.
First of all, we look at the parcel that is for sale. If, in fact, it is
something that would be used for a public-type facility in a munici-
pality, we may offer it to the municipality for $1. Then there are
cases where the land will be appraised. If it can’t be used for a
public service, then it will be appraised, and we take two appraisals.
Then, if the municipality that it’s housed in is interested in purchas-
ing this property for the appraised value from the two independent
appraisals, we will offer it for that price. If they don’t want to buy

it for that, then we put it on the market through a real estate agency,
and we take bids.

That is the standard practice, Mr. Speaker. It’s open to the public
if, in fact, the municipality didn’t take us up on the first right of
refusal. That’s the process, and it’s always followed. Always.

The Speaker: [ think that, unfortunately, the time has expired for
question period. My apologies.

2:50 Vignettes from the Assembly’s History

The Speaker: Hon. members, before I call upon the first of several
to participate in Members’ Statements, our historical vignette of the
day.

By 1935 William Aberhart’s Back to the Bible Hour had a weekly
radio audience of over 350,000 people. In 1935 Alberta had a
population of about 750,000 people.

On August 22, 1935, 81.8 per cent of Alberta’s eligible voters, the
largest ever, reviewed the platforms of 240 different candidates and
gave the Social Credit Party 54.25 per cent of the vote and 56 out of
63 seats. William Aberhart had personally hand-picked Social
Credit candidates in every constituency, but he himself was not a
candidate. He became the Premier of Alberta but not a Member of
the Alberta Legislative Assembly. William Morrison, the Social
Credit member for Okotoks-High River, resigned, and William
Aberhart was elected an MLA by acclamation on November 4, 1935.

Alberta was to enter a very stormy period. Premier Aberhart led
the Social Credit Party into the March 21, 1940, election and
emerged with 42.9 per cent of the vote and 36 out of 57 seats. He
himself was elected in Calgary.

The political storms, however, were to continue. The press
constantly ridiculed Aberhart. The Lieutenant Governor considered
removing him from office. Major opposition came from ministers
within his own cabinet who felt that he was not determined enough
in advancing the Social Credit theories of Major C.H. Douglas.

On a trip to Vancouver on May 23, 1943, he died a painful death
from cirrhosis of the liver at age 64. So embittered was his family
for the years of criticism that he endured that they cancelled plans
for a state funeral in Alberta and buried him in Vancouver.

In 30 seconds I'll call upon the first of six members.

The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka just indicated to me that
the signature of the Premier that I just mentioned, William Aberhart,
is found within the desk of the hon. Member for Calgary-West. As,
of course, is customary for hon. members who spend their time in
here to etch — I shouldn’t say this publicly. I hope the mike’s not on.
But as we’re all school children at heart, you know, we always
autograph. That’s part of the history of this: the internal of these
desks.

head: Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

Deaths of Canadian Soldiers in Afghanistan

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. You and I enjoy th