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Committee of Supply
[Mr. Marz in the chair]

The Chair: I’d like to call the Committee of Supply to order.

head: Main Estimates 2006-07

Justice

The Chair: The hon. Minister of Justice and Attorney General.

Mr. Stevens: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It’s my pleasure to rise
this evening to present the budget estimates for Alberta Justice and
the Attorney General.

Before I begin, however, 1 wish to introduce members of the
executive management committee and senior officials who are
attending here tonight. These are folks who in the area of justice
make the government look good, make the ministry look good, and,
as a result of all of that, make me look good. My eyesight is such
that you all look the same from down here, but I’m pretty sure that
these are the folks that are there: Terry Matchett, deputy minister;
Nolan Steed, assistant deputy minister of legal services; Ken
Tjosvold, assistant deputy minister of criminal justice; Gerald
Lamoureux, executive director, court services, planning and business
services; Dan Mercer, assistant deputy minister of strategic services;
Shawkat Sabur, senior financial officer; Sylvia Church, manager of
business planning in strategic services; Manuel da Costa, executive
director of the maintenance enforcement program; Sharon Lepetich,
senior adviser to the deputy minister; and Mark Cooper, who is
director of communications. Also from my office are Andrea
Hennig and Jeremy Chorney.

Before I make my comments, I thought that I should say to the
hon. members opposite that the hockey game is on. You do have an
opportunity to listen to my comments and accept that what [ have to
say is correct and cut the estimates short by about two periods. We
can take a little adjournment between, say, 8:20 and 10 o’clock,
watch a little hockey, come back and do some legislation. What’s
important: you have to listen up to what I say here so that you know
that I’m answering all of your questions in my initial comments.
[interjections] Only with the consent of the opposition. We
wouldn’t want to be accused of being oppressive here.

The business plan guides the overall direction and sets the goals
for the ministry on how to meet our vision and mission. Our vision:
“A fair and safe society supported by a trusted justice system.” Our
mission is

to protect the rights of all individuals in Alberta and advance the

interests of society by fostering:

« Safe communities

«  Access to justice

«  Respect for the law

«  Understanding of and confidence in the justice system

«  The legal foundation for social cohesion and economic prosper-
ity.

The budget supports the direction laid out in the business plan by
funding initiatives that meet our goals. Briefly, the five goals of the
ministry are as follows. Goal 1 is to “promote safe communities in
Alberta.” Goal 2 is to “promote a fair and accessible civil and
criminal justice system.” Goal 3 is to “provide access to justice
services for Albertans in need.” Goal 4 is to “improve [knowledge]
of and confidence in the justice system.” Goal 5 is to “assist

government ministries to achieve their objectives through provision
of effective legal and related strategic services.”

Alberta Justice has identified a fair and accessible civil and
criminal justice system as one of its goals. Our objective is to make
using the justice system easier, more understandable, and more user
friendly for Albertans when they need it. We also must ensure that
the system is working effectively. A growing population and
economy in our province have placed increased demands on the
justice system. I’m pleased that the department is slated to receive
an increase in its budget this year to respond to those demands.

The Alberta Justice and Attorney General budget to be voted on
for the 2006-2007 fiscal year is $342 million, an increase of $56
million, or 19.6 per cent, over the 2005-2006 forecast. Ofthis, $35
million is for program expenses, and $21 million is for capital
investment. This new funding will make communities safer and give
Albertans quicker, easier access to the justice system. Some of this
new funding is aimed at shortening lead times to trial and responding
to an anticipated rise in cases due to an increase in police resources.

I’1l begin this evening by providing you with some highlights of
initiatives we are undertaking this year with the new funding we
have been allocated in this budget. You’ll see how these link to our
goals in the business plan, and I’d be pleased to address any
questions you may have at the appropriate time.

I’ll begin with initiatives that come under our court services
division. The overall purpose of court services is to promote fair and
equitable access to the justice system for all Albertans, which aligns
with goal 2 in our business plan. This year’s budget for the division
is $143.9 million, which is an increase of $10.2 million, or 7.6 per
cent, over the past year.

The government’s commitment to safer communities resulted in
Budget 2005 funding that added nearly 200 police officers through
the Department of Solicitor General and Public Security. These
officers are fighting organized crime, Internet crime, illicit drugs,
and child exploitation as well as providing additional policing for
rural Alberta. Increased policing increases demand on the courts.
Alberta’s Provincial Court is experiencing significant workload
pressures, and lead times continue to rise in some locations of the
province. Because of the increased complexity of the cases before
the court, trials are taking longer, which adds to the backlog of cases.

The average number of trials scheduled has also increased
dramatically in some parts of the province. Compared to February
2005, the average number of trials scheduled has increased by 6.4
per cent province-wide. In communities in the Calgary area the
increase is 36.9 per cent, and the regional courts have increased by
19.6 per cent. More judges and court staff are needed to help ease
these pressures.

Mr. Chairman, $4.9 million will go towards appointing six
additional Provincial Court judges, hiring their 18 support staff as
well as hiring 34 front-line court staff across Alberta. This will
improve lead times, handle an increasing workload, and provide
improved services to the public and the judiciary. Front-line court
staff will help alleviate current pressures in Alberta’s courts. These
positions are required to maintain adequate courtroom and counter
service levels to the public and the judiciary. This funding will
allow the courts to operate more effectively and provide Albertans
with improved service.

One of the key initiatives this budget supports is new funding for
family justice services. In 2006-2007 $1.4 million has been
allocated to expand services to families going through breakup. The
first step of the family justice strategy was the proclamation of the
Family Law Act last fall. The Family Law Act is part of a larger
strategy to encourage people to resolve family problems in a more
constructive way. The new funding for family justice services will
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support that strategy by providing more dollars for things such as
information and assistance to help people through the court process,
mediation to help with parenting issues, education sessions about
communicating and parenting after separation, and helping people
get information and resolve child and spousal support disputes.
These services help families understand and resolve issues and
disputes relating to coparenting and child and spousal support.

The goal is to be supportive of individual family needs and
promote collaboration between parents so that they take into
consideration the best interests of their children. The breakup of a
family is obviously a very difficult time for everyone involved. By
improving access to these services, handling the necessary legal
process will be easier, faster, and less confusing.

In 2006-2007 about 20 new staff will be hired in regions of the
province where in the past services have been more limited. The
new funding means that we can enhance our out-of-court dispute
resolution services, including family mediation. Mediation helps
separated parents come to an agreement regarding the parenting of
their children in a less confrontational manner than appearing in
court. We’ve had a great deal of success using these approaches in
projects throughout the province.

The new funding will also allow us to strengthen existing services
and expand them to other communities in the province. Mediation
services continue to be expanded to reduce travel and wait time for
those who want this service. In 2005-2006 we hired five family
court counsellors across the province, and in 2006-2007 we’re hiring
two more, one in Hinton and one in High Prairie. We’ve also hired
four additional staff to prepare court orders so that people in
Provincial Court receive their orders on the same day. We’ll be
hiring four more staff for that purpose in this year.

8:10

The case-flow conference program expanded to Calgary in April,
where two case-flow conference co-ordinators will be hired. The
program provides an alternative to a docket appearance before a
judge in Provincial Court when an applicant files a claim for a
parenting order, a guardianship order, a contract order, or an order
to enforce time with a child under the Family Law Act. Since
October 2001 a pilot project in Edmonton Provincial Court has
reduced docket appearances in family court by 58 per cent. When
the applicant does not have a lawyer, cases are automatically
referred to the case-flow conference program. The case-flow
conference provides an opportunity for discussion of the issues in a
private, less formal atmosphere than a courtroom. Parties are
provided information regarding resources available to assist them in
resolving their dispute, or alternatively claims may be finalized if the
parties are consenting to the terms of orders.

More staff has also been hired for the Family Law Information
Centre to assist with child support calculations and to provide self-
help booklets and other legal information for self-represented and
unrepresented litigants. The majority of these positions will be in
rural Alberta, where this service has not been available in the past.

Another service for families going through breakup is the
parenting after separation seminar. These seminars, that provide
information to parents who are breaking up, are being expanded to
more Alberta communities. As access to family justice services is
improved, the time and cost to families in reaching a resolution to
their issues is reduced, and that makes the justice system better.

The number of self-represented and unrepresented litigants in
Alberta courts is increasing, most commonly in family and civil
claims court matters. Self-represented and unrepresented litigants
have a significant impact on the day-to-day operations of the courts.
They often do not have enough knowledge to adequately represent

themselves in court. As a result judges and court staff spend time
assisting self-represented litigants, which is an inefficient use of the
court’s time. To provide services and information for self-repre-
sented and unrepresented litigants, $720,000 has been added to this
year’s budget.

The civil mediation program will receive $871,000 to expand
services to more communities outside Calgary and Edmonton. This
program complements existing dispute resolution process, including
the traditional court process. Mediation works, whether it’s for
family law or civil law matters. It gives people with disputes a way
to work out a solution for themselves. Increased mediation means
that more civil disputes can potentially be resolved without going to
court, and that means that judicial and legal resources can be used
where they are most needed.

Jurors play an essential role in the justice system and maintaining
safe communities in Alberta. Albertans make a necessary and
valuable contribution to our justice system by agreeing to appear and
serve as jurors. To compensate Albertans for some of the wages
they may lose by sitting on a jury, $280,000 has been allocated to
increase the daily fees and expenses paid to the jurors.

The major information systems that support the Alberta courts and
prosecution service are dated and need to be upgraded to meet the
standards and needs of court administrators, Crown prosecutors, the
judiciary, and ultimately our public. One million has been allocated
to identify the business requirements, including the business case
and strategy for development of a comprehensive information
management system. It’s a multi-year project that will require
additional funding as we move forward with this important initiative.
This system will increase the efficiency of the court process and
enhance the service provided to Albertans.

I now move to the criminal justice area of the ministry. The
overall purpose of the criminal justice division is to promote safe
communities in Alberta by effectively conducting criminal prosecu-
tions and striving for just outcomes, which aligns with goal 1 of our
business plan. This year’s budget for criminal justice is $50.1
million, 6.4 million of which is in new funding. A priority for
Alberta Justice is a fair and accessible criminal justice system. It
makes sense that a functioning justice system should have adequate
resources to do the job.

Mr. Chairman, the 2003 national statistics show that Alberta has
the second highest prosecutorial caseload in the country at 358 cases
per prosecutor. In 2005 the Alberta government committed to safer
communities through the greatest single-year increase in rural and
organized crime policing that this province has seen in 20 years.
Additional Crown prosecutors and support staff are required to
effectively prosecute charges generated by additional police officers
on our streets. I’m pleased that Alberta Justice will be adding to the
prosecution service significantly this year with 20 prosecutors and
22 support staff. Many of the prosecutors will specialize in areas
such as family violence, child exploitation, organized crime, and
economic crime. There will be five new family violence prosecu-
tors, four new prosecutors in the integrated child exploitation unit,
also known as ICE, four new prosecutors in the integrated response
to organized crime, also known as IROC, one new prosecutor in the
integrated market enforcement team, also known as IMET, and one
prosecutor in the Alberta relationship threat assessment and
management initiative, also known as ARTAMI, as well as general
prosecutors.

Organized crime and Internet crime are increasing in Alberta. For
example, in 2000 Alberta had three Internet child pornography cases
before the courts. There are now about 90. Successful organized
crime and cybercrime prosecutions depend on prosecutors being
knowledgeable and available to work with police at an early stage in
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the investigation. Cases are increasingly complex and require
specialized knowledge and a consistent approach to prosecute
effectively.

In 2005 Edmonton experienced 38 homicides. This was almost
double the 1999 to 2005 average of about 22 homicides per year.
Many of these homicides arise from organized crime and drug-
related activity. Organized crime is heavily involved in identity
theft and mortgage fraud, two of the fastest growing types of
economic crime in Canada. A recent W-Five documentary referred
to Alberta, unfortunately, as the mortgage fraud capital of Canada.
New police resources will assist in addressing these sophisticated
crimes, and Justice will be there to assist the police in investigations
and effectively prosecuting the resulting charges.

Sadly, Alberta continues to have an unacceptably high rate of
family violence. Alberta Justice takes family violence very seriously
and is committed to providing safe communities for all Albertans,
and that includes freedom from violence within our homes. We
need to provide victims and witnesses with services as soon as
possible and protect them from further abuse. We also need to
ensure appropriate sentencing of perpetrators to reduce the likeli-
hood of them reoffending. Alberta Justice is involved in a number
of'initiatives to help combat family violence. For example, domestic
violence courts have been opened in Edmonton, Calgary,
Lethbridge, Red Deer, Medicine Hat, and most recently Fort
McMurray. These courts allow for charges to be dealt with quickly
by dedicated prosecutors and provide the best opportunity to help
victims and, where appropriate, direct offenders to court-ordered
counselling.

In this year’s budget we’re allocating $935,000 in new funding to
hire Crown prosecutors and support staff who specialize in family
violence. Domestic violence courts with specialized Crown
prosecutors work with the provincial family violence treatment
program framework. The framework is a cross-government
initiative that’s designed to provide co-ordinated and integrated
assessment, treatment, rehabilitation, and follow-up services to
victims and perpetrators of family violence. Linking government
with community services improves our ability to deal with domestic
violence cases more quickly and effectively. Albertans who are
dealing with family violence need help, and they need it as soon as
we can possibly provide it. I’m optimistic that this new funding will
contribute to breaking the cycle of family violence and protect the
safety and security of children, families, and our communities.

The Alberta relationship threat assessment and management
initiative is intended to reduce and manage the risk in high-risk
family violence and stalking cases, ultimately resulting in fewer
stalking situations, injuries, and family violence related deaths in
Alberta.

8:20
The Chair: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Dr. B. Miller: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It’s a privilege for me to
stand up and respond in this budget discussion on the Department of
Justice. I commend the hon. minister for the business plan, and I
commend the department for a lot of good ideas. Funding increased
by more than $35 million from last year, an 11.2 per cent increase,
and it seems like a lot of the money is going to really good ideas:
family violence, more judges, more Crown prosecutors, and so on.

I’ll follow the business plan with my remarks, starting with the
first one: “promote safe communities in Alberta.” I’'m going to start
with a topic which the hon. minister didn’t mention, but it’s covered
in 1.2 under the strategies of goal 1; namely, having to do with
traffic safety, improving road safety in Alberta. I read very carefully

the McDermid report, and the statistics are just simply staggering.
The McDermid report was issued in June 2004. It states that 3,875
people died on Alberta roads between 1992 and 2002 and “traffic
crashes take six times more lives than homicides.” Despite all of our
emphasis in terms of dealing with crime in our criminal justice
system, it’s just unbelievable the number of lives that are lost on our
highways. “The societal cost of traffic collisions . . . is estimated at
close to $4.7 billion in 2002.” So adding all of the costs together —
health care costs, property losses — the economic cost to Canadians
in general “is as high as $25 billion a year.”

After having met with stakeholders and having reviewed the
Alberta government’s approach and the basic best practices of other
countries and provinces, the report focused on the fact that, in Mr.
McDermid’s opinion, there’s a lack of overall leadership here in
Alberta. We need a plan. We need some kind of cross-ministry
initiative or delegating of responsibility to a single ministry. I guess
my question to the minister is: what is the involvement of the
Department of Justice in working with the other departments to carry
this important, important topic along? Are there a lot of cross-
ministry initiatives going on? The McDermid report listed a whole
lot of things that could be done in terms of various committees that
could be formed: a ministerial leadership committee, a deputy
ministers’ committee, a multisector advisory group, a single office
for road safety, and so on. I don’t know to what extent any of these
things have been adopted.

It’s interesting that the report also mentions the whole question of
funding. We usually think that, well, you can’t just throw money at
everything. But, as a matter of fact, it gives an example of a state in
Australia where there was a concerted effort to put money, a big
chunk of money, $20 million, into dealing with road safety, and it
did make a difference. It really did make a difference. I think that’s
what Albertans are looking for here in this province. So that’s the
first point I want to make.

Now, going on to the very next point in the business plan, 1.3. In
this point it’s suggested that the ministry wants to “enhance the
capacity of the Prosecution Service to align with increasing police
resources to prosecute serious and violent crime to the fullest
extent.” While this is an admirable and needed goal, it seems to me
that it’s pointless if those charged and convicted with serious crimes
like drug offences, violent crime, and especially child exploitation
and abuse crime are being handed light sentences due to harsh
conditions at the remand centres. I go back to the questions that I
asked the hon. minister in this House some weeks ago, in particular
2to 1 or 3 to 1 sentencing, as happened recently with a convicted
heroin dealer. What is the minister going to do to get rid of this
practice? I mean, it’s a tremendous problem given the conditions at
all the remand centres. I don’t know what judges can do, but
certainly something has to be done. I think it’s a serious threat to the
public safety of our communities if offenders who commit such
serious crimes are coming back into the community much earlier
than perhaps they should.

Now, moving on to the next point in the business plan — namely,
focusing on the courts — the goal of promoting “a fair and accessible
civil and criminal justice system.” I think the last time I talked about
this business plan, I spent a lot of time focusing on the fact that so
much talk is focused on getting tough, having tougher sentencing,
even though the evidence provided by criminologists seems to be
conclusive that incarceration for the traditional reasons such as
rehabilitation and deterrence simply doesn’t work.

The current emphasis of the federal government and the Alberta
government on increasing mandatory minimum penalties for violent
crimes assumes that serious violent crimes are the result of rational
calculation, weighing the costs and benefits of the crime: will I get
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two years or five years or 10 years? As a matter of fact, as criminol-
ogists point out, most violent crimes arise out of conflictual and
highly stressful situations and often involve a high use of alcohol
and/or drugs. There’s a recent American survey that was published
in the paper just a few days ago that discovered that most people,
including criminals, are pretty ignorant about the criminal justice
system and what the penalties are for various crimes. So you can
make laws tougher and sentences tougher, but if perceptions do not
change, then deterrents simply won’t work. In my philosophy and
approach to crime it’s preferable to invest most of our money in
crime prevention, dealing with the social determinants of crime
rather than more money into prisons, but that doesn’t seem to be the
way that this country is going.

I am impressed by the business plan of the Department of Justice
because of its emphasis on alternative sentencing approaches, more
approaches that deal with restorative justice. The hon. minister
mentioned a number of examples of mediation programs, mediation
programs with families, which is really, really important. I’m just
looking at 2.3 of the business plan on page 295: “Develop, evaluate,
improve and co-ordinate mediation and other dispute resolution
initiatives.” I think that’s great. If we look at the estimates, 2.2.4
and 2.3.4 on page 332, we notice that Calgary civil mediation and
Edmonton civil mediation show a slight increase from last year’s
forecast. Calgary received a $40,000 increase, and Edmonton
received $40,000. Mind you, those budget items are small compared
to a lot of the other budget items, and it raises the question of
whether there is enough money going into mediation programs.

I had the privilege of meeting a young woman in Lethbridge and
discussing the mediation program there that’s sponsored through
Queen’s Bench. [ understand that it’s a pilot project. Certainly, a
program like that saves money in terms of the courts because a lot
of people have their problems dealt with through the use of a
mediator and never have to get to court. I understand that the
mediators are actually paid under contract with the clients, but there
needs to be money to cover supervision and also support staff. I
can’t determine how much of the budget for the Lethbridge court is
going to mediation. The hon. minister mentioned regional civil
mediation and the tremendous increase there in terms of money,
going from $267,000 to $748,000, and I think that’s to be applauded
because certainly we need to have people out in rural areas helping
with mediation.

8:30

[Dr. Brown in the chair]

Now, just moving on to the next section, number 3: “Provide
access to justice services for Albertans in need.” There is a refer-
ence on 3.5: “In coordination with Seniors and Community Sup-
ports, review all submissions from the public and feedback from the
stakeholder focus groups and draft a revised Dependent Adults Act.”
That’s a process that’s ongoing right now, I think, but I wonder:
what is the involvement and what is the contribution of Alberta
Justice to this process? The Dependent Adults Act deals with the
important area of care for people whose illness or injury leaves them
incapable of making their own decisions. The act covers the role of
the public guardian and trustee, and it’s extremely important.

I have a case in my riding. It’s similar to the Terri Schiavo case
in Florida. In this case a young wife suffered a stroke, leaving her
in a comatose state and under the care of the public guardian. Her
husband, who is many years older, has had many grievances about
the way she is being cared for, but he’s been frustrated time and time
again because he doesn’t know how he can have an impact on the
situation. There is a lack of mechanisms through which he can

report what he considers to be abuse. Whether it is or not, he just
doesn’t know what to do. He could of course go to court, but he is
not a wealthy man. He doesn’t have much money. The only way he
can challenge the authority of the public guardian seems to be
through the courts. But, not having enough money, it doesn’t
provide an option for him.

This raises a serious issue about the Dependent Adults Act and
other acts which are similar, such as the Powers of Attorney Act, the
Mental Health Act, the Protection Against Family Violence Act, and
Protection for Persons in Care Act. There are inadequate monitoring
mechanisms in place to prevent or detect abuse, there are limited
mechanisms for reporting abuse, and there are no clear guidelines
with real clout for intervention where abuse is suspected. In most
provinces appeals can be made to public authorities and there is an
investigation and something is done, but here in Alberta the
philosophy seems to be that the government should play a limited
and minimalist role, leaving everything to the individual to do his or
her own investigation and then take it to court and let the judge
decide. Everything focuses on the individual making the complaint
utilizing his or her own resources, rather than on the public responsi-
bility, the public obligation to care for these people who obviously
need our care.

I hope Alberta Justice is going to make a good contribution to
revising the Dependent Adults Act and give it more clout, and
maybe that’ll lead to looking at all the other acts, too, that they
would be coming up to a level which I think we need them at in
terms of really having teeth so that investigations can really take
place.

Let me mention one of those acts again and emphasize it: the
Mental Health Act. This is Mental Health Week. 1 know that
there’s no mention of the Mental Health Act in the business plans of
the Justice department, but really this week is Mental Health Week,
and my heart goes out to men and women in our community who
struggle with mental illness.

The relationship between crime and mental illness is quite
challenging and complex. I have visited a man in prison who is
there for a serious offence, who in my view clearly is suffering from
mental illness. He has paranoia. He has illusions of grandeur. You
only need to talk to him for a little while — I’m no psychiatrist — and
you realize what kind of problems he has. But while in prison he has
no treatment, and he will be out soon. So how is society protected
when such a person comes out of prison without having any
treatment for mental illness?

I have another constituent who did not actually harm anyone, but
he threatened to do so because he wrote threatening letters. He
ended up in Alberta Hospital for a number of years. Now he’s living
in the community, and he’s placed under the burden of appearing on
a regular basis for his medication, and he has to appear before a
review board on a regular basis. The review board bases its
judgment entirely on the advice of his psychiatrists. This young man
has no relatives or no advocates who can speak on his behalf. [ have
read the transcripts of his coming before the review board. He does
his best to defend himself, but the medication that he has to take has
a debilitating effect on him, and he’s not able to pursue a normal
life. My heart goes out to him. He doesn’t have anybody, a patient
advocate, who can be there for him.

So I guess my question is to the Minister of Justice. I really
applaud the effort to have so many special prosecutors focusing on
things like family violence and the tremendous effort to focus on
family violence in this province. That’s really, really commendable.
Then, all the other things that you mentioned. One could also talk
about specialized drug courts, specialized mental health courts. To
what extent are prosecutors and lawyers trained to deal with mental
health?
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Howard Sapers, who is a former MLA in this House and is now
the ombudsman for prisoners in Ottawa, his last report stated that at
least 15 per cent of inmates in our prisons are suffering from mental
illness. Ithink that more emphasis has to go into this area of dealing
with mental illness problems. There are lots of other points that I
could raise, and maybe I can come back to them later if I can figure
out where all my notes are.

Lastly, I just wanted mention that there’s a fatality inquiry.
There’s a new fatality inquiry report on Kyle Young that’s just out,
a 96-page report with a whole series of recommendations. I
appreciate on the website of the Ministry of Justice a very helpful
answering of questions about fatality inquiries, what cases go before
the Fatality Review Board, who calls a public fatality inquiry, what
happens at a public fatality inquiry, and how one can obtain a report
of a fatality inquiry. One question that’s not mentioned there which
I think is all important is: who follows up on the recommendations
of a fatality inquiry?

[Mr. Marz in the chair]

The fatality inquiry reports go to the Minister of Justice. Is there
a process of reporting of compliance with the recommendations? Is
there an obligation of departments to report back to the Department
of Justice on what they are doing to comply with recommendations?
Would Alberta Justice — for example, in the case of the Kyle Young
fatality inquiry — be prepared to work with the Solicitor General to
make sure that some of those recommendations are carried out? I
wasn’t sure in terms of the actual department who handles fatality
inquiries. Is that in the deputy minister’s office? Is that under
strategic studies? It’s difficult from over here to figure out where
everything is happening.

Those are some of the areas that I would like to explore and hear
some response about, but in general I’'m very pleased. I think that
the government is channelling the funds into proper things that really
need to be attended to.

One question — I think you alluded to it — in terms of wait times
for trial. There are more Crown prosecutors. There are five new
judges. Will this actually mean, then, that we can expect a shorter
time between being charged and the first inquiry and then between
the inquiry and the trial? Is the government planning to adopt some
guidelines? Other provinces have adopted specific time guidelines,
insisting that those time strictures be followed. It seems that Alberta
is not quite willing to go that far, leaving it more open to the
discretion of the judges working with the prosecutors and defence
lawyers and so on. I wasn’t clear exactly what the direction of
Alberta Justice is on that.

Those are my questions for the moment.
Chairman.

8:40

Thank you, Mr.

The Chair: Before I recognize the hon. minister, I’ve been informed
that the score in the game is 2-nothing for Anaheim.

Mr. Stevens: I’'m going to fight back the tears to carry on this
evening.

Thank you, hon. member, for your comments and your questions.
I’1l attempt to address many of them orally, but to the extent that I
don’t, we’ll review the transcript and provide written response later,
and that will be true of all hon. members who make comment and
ask a question this evening.

I think that before I get into the questions per se, the speaking
notes that I was provided with for this evening were more extensive
than the first 20 minutes, so what I’m going to do is just start by

finishing off on that because there is some very good information
here that I think that you will appreciate hearing. I left off describ-
ing in very general terms ARTAMI.

ARTAMI is one of only two such initiatives in Canada. The other
is part of the Ontario Provincial Police service, where there hasn’t
been a single domestic violence related fatality in cases referred to
that unitin the 11 years that it’s been operational, so the statistics are
fabulous. These efforts demonstrate that intervention can make a
real difference in preventing domestic violence fatalities.

Here in Alberta ARTAMI will use a collaborative and co-
ordinated team approach, with police, Crown prosecutors, a family
law lawyer, and mental health experts working together to add a
dimension of threat assessment expertise. ARTAMI will assess
threats, manage victim safety, and implement suspect mitigation
strategies.

This year ARTAMI will be funded with $300,000 from the Justice
budget and $1.7 million from Solicitor General and Public Security.
This $2 million will help to better co-ordinate police, legal, mental
health, and other experts in assessing threats, managing victim
safety, and finding ways to prevent family violence and stalking-
related deaths. Mr. Chairman, I’m confident that the new additions
to the prosecution service will advance the government’s goal of
promoting safer communities.

The civil law branch of the ministry provides effective legal and
related services to government and other ministries, which aligns
with goal 5 in the business plan, and the budget for civil law is
almost $25.4 million for this year. Civil lawyers in the department
provide the important role of giving advice and representing the
government on a wide range of issues. They assist in drafting
government public bills, provide advice on matters ranging from
legislative policy to the Constitution to aboriginal law. They provide
legal services to all government ministries on matters before the
courts and tribunals.

Alberta Justice helps to provide for another important service to
Albertans, and that is the support for legal aid. This year’s budget
to support legal aid is $43.2 million, which is an increase from the
past year of more than $12 million. The increase in funding wil