May 11, 2006

Alberta Hansard 1513

Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Thursday, May 11, 2006
Date: 06/05/11
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Let us keep ever mindful of the special and unique
opportunity we have to work for our constituents and our province,
and in that work let us find strength and wisdom. Amen.

Please be seated.

head: Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Government Services.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On your behalf1’d like
to introduce to you and through you 22 home-schoolers from
Neerlandia in the constituency of Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock.
They are accompanied this afternoon by Joy Wierenga, Beatrice
Tiemstra, Ina Hofstede, John Wierenga, and John Harink. They are
seated in the gallery this afternoon. I’d ask them to please rise and
receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Human Resources and Employ-
ment.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to the members of the
Assembly Madeleine Jacobi, who is the Athabasca Rotary exchange
student from Sweden. Her parents, Lars and Ann-Mari, are also
here. They are accompanied by the host parents, Dan and Lorna
Dennis. They are seated in the members’ gallery. 1I’d like them to
rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mr. Renner: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure
to once again introduce to you and through you to Members of the
Legislative Assembly probably one of the most faithful school
groups that we have visiting the Legislature. Crestwood school has
visited our Legislature every year of the 13 that I’ve been an MLA,
and I know that they had a tradition long before I was elected.
Although they may not have the most visits, I would venture to say
that if a hardship factor was put in place for whoever drove the most
kilometres, at a thousand kilometres per round trip, this group has
put in well over 20,000 kilometres coming to visit us here at the
Legislature. They are seated in both the members’ gallery and the
public gallery. I would like to introduce to you two grade 6 classes
from Crestwood elementary school accompanied by principal Mr.
David George, vice-principal Al Tisnic, teachers Maria Thompson,
Wade Lawson, Wendy Smid, Gary Ziel, and Kathy Western, also
parent helpers Shawn Carry, Darren Pederson, and Sandy Noble. I
would ask that they all rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of all Members of the Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Whitemud.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This afternoon I have two
introductions. First, I'm honoured to introduce to you and through
you to members of the Assembly the Alberta War Brides Associa-
tion. This year, 2006, is the Year of the War Bride, marking the

60th anniversary of the war brides’ arrival in Canada. In 1946
nearly 40,000 war brides and their children landed at Pier 21 in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, from Britain and Europe on board special war
bride ships. Organized and funded by the federal Department of
National Defence, the war bride phenomenon is unique in immigra-
tion history. From Halifax they fanned out across Canada on many
war bride trains. Perhaps just as compelling a story is the war
brides’ collective experience of meeting and falling in love with
Canadian servicemen abroad. I have in my own family an example
of that. My aunt met an Australian serviceman and actually was a
war bride to Australia.

With us today are 12 war brides accompanied by their aides and
loved ones, led by Mrs. Jeanne Pfannmuller, who is the social
convenor for the Edmonton chapter of the Alberta War Brides
Association. A number of the brides were unable to join us today
due to illness and influenza. Those with us today are Jean Bruce,
Josephine Campbell, June Dorn, Renda Grumetza accompanied by
her daughter Rhonas Grumetza, Heather Heninger, Kit Kelly,
Margery Paige accompanied by her daughter Arlene Kozuback,
Edna Squarok, Sybil VanSickle, who is president of the Alberta War
Brides Association Edmonton chapter, Olive Wadson, and Hetty
Wear accompanied by her daughter Eileen Wear. 1’d ask that our
honoured visitors please rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

I’m also pleased to introduce to you and through you to members
of the Assembly family members and friends of one of our pages,
Jennifer Huygen. Seated in your gallery, Mr. Speaker, is Susan
Huygen, proud mother of Jennifer. Accompanying her are Nicole
Huygen, Jennifer’s younger sister; and Thomas L’Abbe and Lacey
Suen, both friends of Jennifer’s. Susan, Nicole, and Jennifer live in
the constituency of Edmonton-Whitemud. I think it’s only appropri-
ate to take a moment to say, when her mother and sister are here,
how proud we are of Jennifer and of all our pages and the great work
that they do for us in this Assembly. What fine young people they
are. | thank the Assembly for the traditional warm welcome for our
guests.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster.

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour today for
me to introduce to you and through you to members of the Assem-
bly, on behalf of the hon. Member for Battle River-Wainwright, 35
people from the special town of Wainwright. They are here today
with their teachers Mrs. Michelle Folk, Mr. Sheldon Gallagher, and
Ms Janet Kaye and parent helpers Mrs. Jean Watson, Mrs. Cheryl
Heier, Mr. Denis Mailloux, and Mrs. Dawn Worthington. I would
ask them all to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two sets of introductions
today. First of all, it’s a privilege to introduce to you and to all
members of the Assembly Mel and Joan Teghtmeyer. Mel and Joan
are two of Alberta’s most committed and persistent activists.
They’re very interested in alternative ways of decision-making at the
government level. They’re calling for open and accountable
government, ethical leadership, corporate responsibility. Believe
me, they pursue those interests with passion and intelligence.
They’re seated in the public gallery. I’d ask them to rise and receive
the warm welcome of all members of the Assembly.

My other introduction, Mr. Speaker, is Miss Jill Piebiak, my
constituency office’s summer STEP student. She’ll be entering her
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third year of political science at the U of A in the fall. Not surpris-
ingly, she has a keen interest in Alberta and Canadian history and
politics and hopes to continue studying these areas as a postgraduate
student. She spends volunteer time with the United Church youth of
Canada, leading many of their provincial events. I know that she is
going to be a real asset to my office in Edmonton-Riverview. 1
welcome her on board and ask all members here to please give her
a warm welcome.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly
Meagan Hazlewood, our summer STEP student, back for a second
year. She is taking interior design at NAIT and did a number of
wonderful graphics last year for the Queen’s visit. She is involved
with the youth part of the party, attending our convention in June.
Would she please rise and receive the warm welcome of the
Assembly.

1:40
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my great honour to
rise and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly six wonderful people. They are Ajaib Singh Cheema
from England, Mukhtiar Singh Dosanjh, Jaswinder Singh Dosanjh,
Surjit Singh Dosanjh, Raghbir Khubar, Sharnjit Dosanjh. They are
here this afternoon to tour the Legislature. They are seated in the
public gallery. I’d request them to please rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm very
honoured today to introduce to you and through you to this Assem-
bly some of the many wonderful mothers of our caucus and
constituency staff. Today we celebrated Mother’s Day at a luncheon
as a way of thanking our mothers for their wisdom, their love, their
generosity, and most of all their support. We all recognize that our
mothers have helped build this great province through their hard
work and commitment to our communities. [ would therefore now
ask that each of them rise as I call out their names: Louise Hicks-
LaChapelle, mother of administration assistant Alison Crawford;
Aruna Sharma, mother of outreach coordinator Anand Sharma; Leah
Andruchow, mother-in-law of communications director Tina Faiz
and mother of Rob Andruchow; Sharon Flanagan Dubé, mother of
Marieke Dubé, sessional research assistant; Angela Andreychuk,
mother of constituency assistant Kris Andreychuk; Herta Schymizek,
mother of chief of staff Sherry McKibben; Sylvia Flood; Bettianne
Hayward, grandmother of STEP assistant Beth Hayward; and
Marion Eggen, mother of the Member for Edmonton-Calder. 1
would ask that they all rise and receive the warm welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’m truly delighted
and honoured to introduce to you and through you to this Assembly
a very special guest today, John Kolkman. John has been caucus
research director over the little more than nine years that I have

spent in this Assembly and as part of the NDP caucus. John also
served, I understand, between 1989 and 1993, when my hon.
colleague from Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview was the Leader of the
Official Opposition. Unfortunately for us, John will be leaving to
pursue other opportunities and endeavours. I want to take this
opportunity to offer my special thanks to John for the most valued
advice, wise counsel, and sometimes firm reminders over the years
about not doing this or doing that. I would now ask John to please
rise to receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It certainly gives
me great privilege and pleasure to introduce to you and through you
to the Members of the Legislative Assembly Gary Horan. Gary is
a staunch and long-time Progressive Conservative Party member,
who previously served as the president of the Alberta Alliance Party
and gave up this position to return to the PC Party of Alberta and
subsequently ran for Senator-in-waiting in Alberta. Gary is
presently working with me. I would ask Gary to stand and receive
the warm welcome of the Legislative Assembly.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Confidentiality of Ministerial Briefing Notes

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This Conservative government
has long, long been known for its secrecy. In 2004 it won the code
of silence award from the Canadian Association of Journalists for
being the most secretive government in Canada. Now government
legislation threatens to even further restrict the freedom of informa-
tion process by withholding ministerial briefings for five years, an
amendment even the Privacy Commissioner is opposed to. It’s the
Premier’s legacy of government: silence. My questions are in fact
to the Premier. Given that a review conducted by an all-party
legislative committee in 2002 made 62 recommendations, none of
which included restricting ministerial briefings, will the Premier
admit that this amendment is aimed at further protecting government
ministers from public scrutiny?

Mr. Klein: No, Mr. Speaker, I won’t admit that. It’s to protect this
book. There is no way in the world that you or you or you or anyone
over there is going to get this book.

You know, there was an ND — he was a very good ND; he was a
critic — John Mclnnis. He has since passed away, Mr. Speaker, so
I can mention his name. One day down in the gym he said: would
you just pass along to me your briefing book? And I said: sure.
Then Vance MacNichol, who was my deputy at that time, said: did
you really promise John Mclnnis that he could have your briefing
book? He said: “Do you understand that in this briefing book there
is very sensitive advice to the minister” — I was Minister of Environ-
ment at that time — “very sensitive advice that the opposition would
love to get their hands on? They would love to get their hands on
it.”

Mr. Speaker, this is sensitive and confidential advice to a minister
or the Premier, and it will remain that way.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.
Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the taxpayers

have paid for that book to be prepared, what secrets are in it that the
public should not be informed of?
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Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I would remind all Albertans that they are
getting paid to do nothing more than criticize the government.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: is the
creation of a more restricted, secretive freedom of information
process really the legacy that this Premier wants to leave the people
of Alberta?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I want to leave a legacy of good govern-
ment. That’s the only legacy I want to leave. But I also want to
make sure that ministers are protected relative to the advice they
receive from senior government officials.

Now, when the hon. Leader of the Official Opposition worked for
the government, he was very careful about providing advice to the
minister. But then after he found out that the minister didn’t accept
his advice, he quit and wrote a book. And he’s entitled to do that.
[interjections] I’ll tell you what, he can give it to the NDs.

This information, Mr. Speaker, is confidential now under the
existing rules and will remain confidential.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Budget Process

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A report released yesterday by
one ofthe Premier’s favourite think tanks, the Parkland Institute, has
confirmed what opposition parties and political observers have long
known: that this Tory government treats public revenues like a
partisan piggy bank; that the public, media, and opposition represen-
tatives are shut out of the budgeting process; and, most importantly,
that the Tory government has no coherent plan to take advantage of
Alberta’s remarkable resources. It is time for a change. My
question to the Premier: in the wake of this damning report, will the
Premier at least go on record and recommend what the Alberta
Liberals have long been committed to; namely, an end to the PC-
only budget process, that shuts out the views of a majority of
Albertans?

Mr. Klein: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’'m always happy to receive the
advice of a left-wing think tank. The report was entitled Fiscal
Surplus, Democratic Deficit.

1:50

Mr. MacDonald: Does anyone work for a right-wing think tank?

Mr. Klein: The right-wing think tanks, in answer to his question, are
at least more accurate in their predictions.

If the hon. Leader of the Official Opposition would turn to pages
100 and 101 of the government’s fiscal plan — and this is a public
document — you will see a list of private-sector forecasts for oil and
gas. At the bottom of each of these pages you will also see how well
these private organizations did at predicting oil and gas prices. Mr.
Speaker, I would put my stock in the private-sector predictors
instead of the Parkland Institute any day.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: will the
Premier commit, as [ am prepared to commit, to creating an all-party
committee of the Legislature to conduct public hearings on Alberta’s
budgetary process?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, we have gone through a series of public
hearings on all kinds of revenue/surplus situations: It’s Your Future,
Water for Life, the Roundtable on Family Violence and Bullying, A
Learning Alberta: Dialogue and Direction. The list of public
consultations goes on and on.

I have to explain, Mr. Speaker. This is not a top-down govern-
ment, unlike the Liberals, who want to control everything. They
want to control the lives and the minds of all Albertans, but we give
Albertans credit for being able to think for themselves, unlike the
Liberals and the NDs.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you. Again to the Premier: will the Premier join
the Alberta Liberals in a commitment to increasing the mandate and
authority of the Legislature’s Public Accounts Committee, much like
its federal counterpart, in order to increase legislative oversight of
government spending?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, the Public Accounts Committee, which is
chaired by an opposition member, can ask any questions they want
of any minister. Believe me, I go through it. My ministers go
through it. Nothing relates — nothing relates to the issue at hand,
which is the expenditures of the last year. They go all over the
place. In other words, they should bring their fishing rods because
they’re on a fishing trip.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Lottery-funded Grant Presentation Cheques

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This Tory government
continues to blur the line between nonpartisan government and
partisan Conservatives. Lottery money is Albertans’ money, not
Conservatives’ money. Yesterday in Public Accounts, in response
to the Member for Calgary-Varsity the Gaming minister put an end
to the Tory MLAs signing novelty cheques for photo ops in their
constituencies.* I have only two questions, the first one to the
Minister of Community Development. Now that the Gaming
minister has banned partisan cheque presentations in his department,
will the minister follow the lead with the cheque presentation for
Wild Rose and other lottery foundations?

Mr. Ducharme: Mr. Speaker, on many occasions as the MLA for
Bonnyville-Cold Lake I’ve had the opportunity to meet with various
groups that have applied for different grants in terms of being able
to provide some good services and venues for Albertans to use into
the future. It’s symbolic when a cheque goes forward, in terms of a
photo op, to show that the community has worked hard in terms of
raising their funds. I think it’s just part of the process in terms of
acknowledging the hard work that volunteers in Alberta have done.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Agnihotri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My next question is to the
Premier. In that backbench Tory MLAs have on at least two
occasions given out novelty cheques with their signatures on them
for expansion of seniors’ centres, will the Premier put an end to this
practice?

Mr. Klein: Well, Mr. Speaker, no, I won’t put an end to that
practice. The CFEP grants are available to members of the opposi-

*See p. 1521, right col., para. 8
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tion, as they are to government members. [’m sure that the hon.
member benefits to a great extent in his own constituency from
CFEP grants and all the community facilities that are built in his
constituency by those grants.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party, followed by the
hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks.

Health Care Privatization

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Albertans should
heave another sigh of relief that the Conservative government has
decided not to even bother introducing its third-way lite legislation
this spring. The problem is that this government always wants to go
down the failed road of delisting, user fees, and further privatization.
The result of these dead-end approaches has been a complete
paralysis on the part of the government when it comes to health care
policy. My question is to the Premier. Will the Premier admit that
the dead end of privatization has resulted in a paralysis of the
government when it comes to health care policy? And will he admit
and will he tell the House what we all know, and that is that no third-
way legislation will be introduced in this session at all despite the
minister’s promise that that would happen?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, the health care debate will never come to
an end, not as long as health care costs continue to rise at the rate of
over 9 per cent per year. The only solution that has been offered by
the NDs, by the way, is to throw more money at it. They think that
the money just falls from the sky. You know, we’re already up to
$10 billion, and they say: oh, well, just throw more money at it.

Mr. Speaker, speaking of throwing money at things, I was
listening yesterday to the radio, and I heard the hon. leader of the
third party advertising: no way to the third way. Well, why would
they be spending money on ads that are totally and absolutely
redundant?

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Mr. Mason: Well, thanks, Mr. Speaker, but as long as this Premier
is still around, we’re not going to rest.

Will the Premier admit that privatization of health care is a
political and policy dead end, and will he commit himself to going
down the direction of public health care?

Mr. Klein: No. No, I won’t admit that, and I won’t admit that
Canada should be the same as only two or maybe three other
jurisdictions. I don’t know about Albania, but I do know about Cuba
and North Korea. There has to be a better way. If the hon. member
has a better way, send it over.

Mr. Mason: We’re still waiting for the government’s better way,
Mr. Speaker.

Will the Premier commit as his legacy to improving public health
care in this province through innovation and just good ideas within
the public system?

Mr. Klein: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s easy for the hon. member to say
“good ideas.” He had one idea, and we’re working on that nation-
ally. That’s a national drug program. We’re looking at reducing
administrative costs, understanding that about 75 per cent of costs
are wrapped up in salaries, many of them union salaries supported
by the NDs.

Mr. Speaker, we’re trying to find innovative ways to address this
very serious problem. Obviously, through their misinformation and
their campaign of misinformation we were forced to withdraw some
contentious components of the third way, the result of their misinfor-
mation.

2:00

I’ll give you an example of the misinformation that they’re
promoting, that people glom onto. A fellow wrote a letter to the
editor of one of the Calgary papers. It was a Mr. Huck. He wrote
about Granny breaking her hip. He implied in his letter to the editor
that Granny would have to pay $50,000 to have her hip repaired.
Well, if she fell and broke her hip, she would be treated immedi-
ately. If she went to a doctor and the doctor said, “Well, it’s not an
emergency, so you might have to wait three or four years or a year
and a half,” but it was causing her pain, then she would have the
option of waiting for that hip replacement in the public system or
buying insurance or paying out of her pocket, Mr. Speaker.

But it was absolutely wrong and false to say that Granny would
have to wait if she fell and broke her hip. That is the kind of
misinformation that the NDs were spreading.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Municipal Financing

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My question today
is to the Minister of Municipal Affairs. Given the urgent need for
municipalities to fund critical infrastructure projects and in light of
the fact that the provincial government has already taken an
important first step in establishing the Alberta municipal infrastruc-
ture fund to address the infrastructure backlog, will the minister
consider a longer term, sustainable solution to provide municipalities
in Alberta with the financial resources to handle their responsibili-
ties?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Renner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The member brings to the
attention of the House something that’s very near and dear to the
hearts of municipalities throughout the province. He points out that
the $3 billion commitment that this province made to municipalities
to deal with infrastructure is a five-year commitment. Municipalities
need a long-term, sustainable source of funding if they’re going to
continue to maintain their infrastructure and catch up on some of'the
backlog.

Ever since I became minister, [ have been engaged in discussion
with municipalities on how we’re going to establish that long-term,
sustainable source of funding. As I’ve mentioned before in the
House, Mr. Speaker, at present I’'m engaged with the minister’s
council, which is representatives of various municipal organizations
in the province, to define what the roles and responsibilities of
municipalities are, and then we will get into the long-term, sustain-
able source of funding to deal with those roles and responsibilities.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you Mr.
Minister. Based on negotiating these defined sets of roles and
responsibilities between the municipalities and the province, would
the province consider vacating the $1.45 billion of education
property tax while at the same time balancing this by decreasing
grants to the municipalities?
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Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, that’s one of the options that the council
is in fact considering. Is it feasible? Is it possible for the province
to find an alternate way to fund education, leaving some tax room,
in essence, for municipalities? Those are the issues that can be more
fully discussed once we’ve got the agreement on what the roles and
responsibilities are.

I think it’s important that at the end of the day there needs to be a
win-win-win. Simply transferring tax revenue from one pocket and
one level of government to another level of the government isn’t
really seen by the taxpayer as being particularly beneficial. So we
also have to figure out a way in this formula that the taxpayer can
have some direct benefit as well.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker and Mr. Minister.
My last question is: will you consider and commit to bringing
forward in the next year a strategic plan to coincide with budget
planning to identify how and when the province will vacate the
property taxes and allow municipal governments to plan for their
infrastructure needs for the upcoming future?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, [’ve asked the minister’s council to be
completed their work by this fall. The reason for that is that it then
will allow their recommendations to be incorporated into our fiscal
planning. I cannot commit that this particular option will be the one
that we go forward with, but certainly what I will commit to is that
once the minister’s council has finalized and put their work together,
we will make every effort to implement that plan as expeditiously as
possible.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by
the hon. Member for Stony Plain.

Healthy Living Initiative

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the Premier
announced that the universities of Alberta, Calgary, and Lethbridge
have initiated an innovative partnership to promote healthy lifestyles
and prevent disease. The pan-Alberta public health coalition is
designed to focus on healthy living programs to reduce obesity,
manage chronic conditions, and train more public health officers.
This project has the potential to greatly increase the health of
Albertans but only if it receives the necessary support. My questions
are to the Premier. Given that health promotion is exactly what we
need to do to reduce costs and ensure sustainability in our health
care system, what is the government’s reasoning for not funding this
initiative?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, this is an initiative of the three universities.
I had the opportunity to attend yesterday at the University of
Alberta. There was a video link to the U of C, and the president of
the U of L was there in person. There was no mention whatsoever
by Indira Samarasekera of the University of Alberta and no mention
by Harvey Weingarten of the University of Calgary, nor was there
mention by Bill Cade, the president of the University of Lethbridge,
of any funding for this particular issue. Now, if they submit a
business case to the Minister of Advanced Education, I’m sure it will
be taken under advisement.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. Again to the Premier: well, given that
the former Deputy Minister of Health, currently the interim dean of

the U of A School of Public Health, one of the partners in this
project, has stated that $20 million is needed for Edmonton, why was
his recommendation ignored?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, Roger Palmer was there as well, and
indeed he acted as the master of ceremonies. That is the person to
whom the hon. member alludes. He didn’t mention to me any need
for any cash at all. As I say, if they want to present us with a
business case, we’ll take it under consideration.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. Again to the Premier: given that this
government chose to reduce funding for the tobacco reduction
strategy and has abdicated from funding hot lunch programs for
schools, is the Premier adding this initiative to the growing list of
examples of this government saying one thing and doing another?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I believe that we fulfill our commitment to
a healthy lifestyle by actions. I don’t see any members of the
Liberal caucus in the gym. I’'m there every day. But I see them at
Martini’s, you know, supping on steak sandwiches. Some people
see them at Martini’s, not me. I don’t go there; I just hear that
they’re there and the NDs as well. Oh, I see one in the gym, that
being the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder. I see him from time
to time, but [ don’t seen any Liberals ever in the gym, and I work out
every day. I do my five kilometres; I feel better for it.

You know, Mr. Speaker, there is a comment — the hon. Minister
of International and Intergovernmental Relations said once to a
reporter, “Boy, I had my workout, and I feel really good.” The
reporter responded: “Yeah. I went to Martini’s. [ had a steak
sandwich and a couple of beers, and I feel good too.”

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Stony Plain, followed by the
hon. Member for St. Albert.

2:10 Electricity Billing

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Constituents of mine are
concerned with the practice of electricity retailers using estimated
meter readings for billing purposes. They are concerned that when
estimates are used, they are usually based on consumption that is
higher than actual usage. One constituent compared this inaccuracy
to a 30-day loan to the energy marketer. My question is to the
Minister of Energy. Changes to the regulated rate option come into
effect in July 2006 and could result in energy rates fluctuating
monthly. How can consumers be assured that billing errors resulting
from incorrect estimates will be corrected based on the appropriate
energy rate?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The hon. member is correct
that last year there were some policy changes in respect to how the
regulated rate option was designed. Those continue to be imple-
mented over the next number of years. July 1 of this year is the first
stage of implementation.

One of the other things that’s happened in companion to that is
that the Energy and Ultilities Board has put a tariff billing code in
place that will also come into effect in July of this year. That will
bring out some very precise practices that will be required for both
estimated and actual billings. So that should address the particular
question that he’s raised.
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The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental is to
the same minister. Will these new invoices provide enough clarity
that consumers will understand how these corrections are calculated?

Mr. Melchin: Well, Mr. Speaker, you know, when it comes to
electricity, as with all industries it is really quite complicated in
detail, but to bring it down to a simpler understanding for the public,
there are two primary elements on a bill. One is for energy usage.
The other is for the delivery charges. There are obviously some
more details related to each of those components. What will happen
is that there will be a requirement that the rates that will be prevalent
for that month for an estimation, those estimated amounts will be
charged at the appropriate rate for consumption during that month,
and then it will be adjusted when the actual reading is done on a bi-
monthly basis.

Mr. Lindsay: My second supplemental to the same minister: for the
purposes of clarity and accuracy will the minister make the neces-
sary changes to ensure that bills for electricity are based on actual
meter readings?

Mr. Melchin: Optimally, Mr. Speaker, it would be great if all
billings could be based on actuals every month. The challenge for
that is a cost question for everybody, too. So the practice is that
every other month there’s an actual reading. Itis a tremendous cost
to go out to read those meters and record that information on a
monthly basis. It would actually add additional cost, that people
would pay in the long run, than having it done on a bi-monthly basis.
So it’s in balancing that that it was decided that for the most
practical and cost-efficient means every other month would be
sufficient.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon.
Member for Leduc-Beaumont-Devon.

Kindergarten Programs

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Early childhood education
has been abandoned in the *06-07 budget. We all know that early
intervention gives children a greater chance of succeeding in school
and life. The Education minister knows this by his past statements
in the House. Will the Education minister answer his own questions
from 1999 when he was sitting as a Liberal member? My question
to the Minister of Education: given that the minister asked for
sufficient support for a “fair and even head start in learning,” why
won’t he fund these programs across the province today?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to tell you that since I’ve
been sent over to the government side by my constituents, we have
put $241 million toward this particular initiative.

Mr. Flaherty: Well, Mr. Speaker, is the minister prepared to
undertake a review of the early childhood education program, which
was a critical “priority” item for him in 1999?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, it still is a priority, and it always has
been a priority. The simple fact is that all we’re saying is that we’re
not making it mandatory. We’re not forcing it onto jurisdictions.
We have locally elected school board trustees for a reason. We have
them there to make local decisions. Not every part of this province
wants a forced kindergarten program. Not every part of this

province wants a forced program for 4-year-olds in a pre-kindergar-
ten either, but for those who wish to provide it, we help them with
the funding.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Flaherty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given the level of support
that the current Education minister had for early childhood educa-
tion, can he explain why full-day and junior kindergarten remain
unfunded in the *06-07 budget? Can he explain to us why not?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, you know, they’ve got to get better
researchers. They just have to. They used to have them. I can attest
to that. It’s either that or the member doesn’t understand how
numbers work at all.

We do have program funding to help with both junior K and K in
those jurisdictions who wish to provide those programs, and they
provide them, some of them on a weekly basis, some of them on a
part-time basis, every second day, or whatever. If he looks even
with his own eyeglasses into the budget in 06-07, he’ll see that the
money is there.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Leduc-Beaumont-Devon,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Workers’ Compensation Board Dividends

Mr. Rogers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I understand that the WCB
has realized an exceptional return on their investments over the most
current reporting period. My question today is for the Minister of
Human Resources and Employment. Will the minister share with
the House exactly what the WCB plans to do with these windfall
funds?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That’s a very
good question. I believe that workers’ compensation is very, very
important to Alberta with a hot, booming economy under a good
government. What Workers” Compensation does is very important.
The policy of Workers’ Compensation is to issue dividends to
employers in certain circumstances. The reason employers received
a dividend is because the funds invested came from monies paid by
the employers. Of course, the guiding principle of the Workers’
Compensation funding policy is to ensure that there is always
sufficient money to continue operating the program from year to
year because the economy could change, revenues could change.
Although health and safety is not a legislated mandate for Workers’
Compensation, they are also directed that portions of the money go
towards safety programs.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Rogers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental to the
same minister: do all employers receive a share of this return on
investment made by the WCB, and does the WCB place any
restrictions on where employers can spend this money that they
received from this dividend?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That’s another

very good question. This process, I guess, is basically a reward for
good practices and good safety programs. All employers receive a
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share of the dividend unless they have a history of poor health and
safety programs with the Workers’ Compensation Board, they pay
a premium of less than $100, they did not complete their annual
returns, or they are in arrears in their payments. The employers are
free — and that’s the main part of the question — to spend the
dividend money wherever they want, but we encourage them to
reinvest in other work safety programs.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Rogers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final supplemental to the
same minister: in light of this, how do Alberta’s WCB rates compare
with other jurisdictions?

Mr. Cardinal: Mr. Speaker, we are the best in the universe. We’re
definitely the best in North America and in Canada. The rates, of
course, are the lowest anywhere in Canada. More good news on
Friday, I believe. Stay tuned.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Ethics in Government

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As executive director
of the electricity unit at Alberta’s Department of Energy, Kellan
Fluckiger has undertaken a number of policy initiatives that have
proven to be of financial benefit to AltaLink, the province’s largest
transmission company. Kellan Fluckiger’s spouse is AltaLink’s
senior vice-president of regulatory and client services. Now, the
province’s code of conduct and ethics for public servants states that
employees are in conflict of interest and in violation of this Code if
they:

(a) take part in a decision in the course of carrying out their duties,
knowing that the decision might further a private interest of the
employee, their spouse or minor child.

The Minister of Energy confirmed that the government is aware of
Mr. Fluckiger’s circumstances but has failed, in my opinion, to clear
this matter with the Ethics Commissioner. My first question is to the
minister. Given that the Department of Energy has suspended the
bidding process for transmission projects, the majority of which will
now be assigned to AltaLink, how is Kellan Fluckiger not in conflict
of the province’s code of conduct and ethics for public servants?

2:20

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to first set the record straight
with respect to Mr. Fluckiger, who continues to be mischaracterized
in what has happened. From day one, before any contracts were put
forward, the Ethics Commissioner — all of those things were
reviewed as to his circumstance and certainly understood and
approved. So this has all been vetted. It’s made sure that it has been
public and transparent. Therefore, in that case that first duty has
been met.

Secondly, with respect to assigning of building of transmission
lines, it’s the Energy and Utilities Board and AESO, Alberta Electric
System Operator, that go through the needs and application and
assign it to the transmission facility operator in the area.

So it isn’t anything to do with our department that makes that
question and no conflict in particular to Mr. Fluckiger.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same

minister: given that the Department of Energy has intervened in an
Energy and Utilities Board, EUB, hearing to actively supporta $339

million expansion by AltaLink, how is Kellan Fluckiger not in
conflict of the province’s code of conduct and ethics for public
servants?

Mr. Melchin: In this case, first off, the assignment was made by
both the Alberta Electric System Operator and Alberta Energy and
Utilities Board as to AltaLink being assigned to develop this line.
It is in the department’s interest and Albertans’ interest, which we
support, after it has been developed through these other boards to
ensure that we have the transmission capacity in line to get electric-
ity reliably, predictably, and on time to all of us when we need it.
Therefore, it is incumbent upon our department to represent why it
is the urgent need of the citizens of Alberta to see that transmission
capacity is built not just in that one corridor but in a number of
places where there is high growth in this province.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister: given that the Department of Energy has exempted
companies such as AltaLink from the generic rate of return 