Province of Alberta

The 27th Legislature
First Session

Alberta Hansard

Thursday afternoon, May 22, 2008

Issue 23a

The Honourable Kenneth R. Kowalski, Speaker




Legislative Assembly of Alberta
The 27th Legislature

First Session
Kowalski, Hon. Ken, Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock, Speaker
Cao, Wayne C.N., Calgary-Fort, Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees
Mitzel, Len, Cypress-Medicine Hat, Deputy Chair of Committees

Ady, Hon. Cindy, Calgary-Shaw (PC),
Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation

Allred, Ken, St. Albert (PC)

Amery, Moe, Calgary-East (PC)

Anderson, Rob, Airdrie-Chestermere (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Solicitor General and Public Security

Benito, Carl, Edmonton-Mill Woods (PC)

Berger, Evan, Livingstone-Macleod (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Sustainable Resource Development

Bhardwaj, Naresh, Edmonton-Ellerslie (PC)

Bhullar, Manmeet Singh, Calgary-Montrose (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Advanced Education
and Technology

Blackett, Hon. Lindsay, Calgary-North West (PC),
Minister of Culture and Community Spirit

Blakeman, Laurie, Edmonton-Centre (L),
Official Opposition House Leader

Boutilier, Guy C., Fort McMurray-Wood Buftalo (PC)

Brown, Dr. Neil, QC, Calgary-Nose Hill (PC)

Calahasen, Pearl, Lesser Slave Lake (PC)

Campbell, Robin, West Yellowhead (PC),
Deputy Government Whip

Chase, Harry B., Calgary-Varsity (L),
Official Opposition Whip

Dallas, Cal, Red Deer-South (PC)

Danyluk, Hon. Ray, Lac La Biche-St. Paul (PC),
Minister of Municipal Affairs

DeLong, Alana, Calgary-Bow (PC)

Denis, Jonathan, Calgary-Egmont (PC)

Doerksen, Arno, Strathmore-Brooks (PC)

Drysdale, Wayne, Grande Prairie-Wapiti (PC)

Elniski, Doug, Edmonton-Calder (PC)

Evans, Hon. Iris, Sherwood Park (PC),
Minister of Finance and Enterprise

Fawcett, Kyle, Calgary-North Hill (PC)

Forsyth, Heather, Calgary-Fish Creek (PC)

Fritz, Hon. Yvonne, Calgary-Cross (PC),
Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs

Goudreau, Hon. Hector G., Dunvegan-Central Peace (PC),
Minister of Employment and Immigration

Griffiths, Doug, Battle River-Wainwright (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Agriculture and Rural Development

Groeneveld, Hon. George, Highwood (PC),
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development

Hancock, Hon. Dave, QC, Edmonton-Whitemud (PC),
Minister of Education, Government House Leader

Hayden, Hon. Jack, Drumheller-Stettler (PC),
Minister of Infrastructure

Hehr, Kent, Calgary-Buffalo (L)

Horne, Fred, Edmonton-Rutherford (PC)

Horner, Hon. Doug, Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert (PC),
Minister of Advanced Education and Technology

Jablonski, Hon. Mary Anne, Red Deer-North (PC),
Minister of Seniors and Community Supports

Jacobs, Broyce, Cardston-Taber-Warner (PC)

Johnson, Jeff, Athabasca-Redwater (PC)

Johnston, Art, Calgary-Hays (PC)

Kang, Darshan S., Calgary-McCall (L)

Klimchuk, Hon. Heather, Edmonton-Glenora (PC),
Minister of Service Alberta

Knight, Hon. Mel, Grande Prairie-Smoky (PC),
Minister of Energy

Leskiw, Genia, Bonnyville-Cold Lake (PC)

Liepert, Hon. Ron, Calgary-West (PC),

Minister of Health and Wellness
Lindsay, Hon. Fred, Stony Plain (PC),

Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security
Lukaszuk, Thomas A., Edmonton-Castle Downs (PC),

Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs
Lund, Ty, Rocky Mountain House (PC)

MacDonald, Hugh, Edmonton-Gold Bar (L)
Marz, Richard, Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills (PC)
Mason, Brian, Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood (NDP),

Leader of the NDP Opposition
McFarland, Barry, Little Bow (PC)

McQueen, Diana, Drayton Valley-Calmar (PC),

Parliamentary Assistant, Environment
Morton, Hon. F.L., Foothills-Rocky View (PC),

Minister of Sustainable Resource Development
Notley, Rachel, Edmonton-Strathcona (NDP),

Deputy Leader of the NDP Opposition,

NDP Opposition House Leader
Oberle, Frank, Peace River (PC),

Government Whip
Olson, Verlyn, QC, Wetaskiwin-Camrose (PC)
Ouellette, Hon. Luke, Innisfail-Sylvan Lake (PC),

Minister of Transportation
Pastoor, Bridget Brennan, Lethbridge-East (L),

Deputy Official Opposition Whip
Prins, Ray, Lacombe-Ponoka (PC)

Quest, Dave, Strathcona (PC)
Redford, Hon. Alison M., QC, Calgary-Elbow (PC),

Minister of Justice and Attorney General
Renner, Hon. Rob, Medicine Hat (PC),

Minister of Environment, Deputy Government House Leader
Rodney, Dave, Calgary-Lougheed (PC)

Rogers, George, Leduc-Beaumont-Devon (PC)
Sandhu, Peter, Edmonton-Manning (PC)
Sarich, Janice, Edmonton-Decore (PC),

Parliamentary Assistant, Education
Sherman, Dr. Raj, Edmonton-Meadowlark (PC),

Parliamentary Assistant, Health and Wellness
Snelgrove, Hon. Lloyd, Vermilion-Lloydminster (PC),

President of the Treasury Board
Stelmach, Hon. Ed, Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville (PC),

Premier, President of Executive Council
Stevens, Hon. Ron, QC, Calgary-Glenmore (PC),

Deputy Premier, Minister of International and

Intergovernmental Relations
Swann, Dr. David, Calgary-Mountain View (L)

Taft, Dr. Kevin, Edmonton-Riverview (L)

Leader of the Official Opposition
Tarchuk, Hon. Janis, Banff-Cochrane (PC),

Minister of Children and Youth Services
Taylor, Dave, Calgary-Currie (L),

Deputy Leader of the Official Opposition
VanderBurg, George, Whitecourt-Ste. Anne (PC)
Vandermeer, Tony, Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview (PC)
Weadick, Greg, Lethbridge-West (PC)

Webber, Len, Calgary-Foothills (PC),

Parliamentary Assistant, Energy
Woo-Paw, Teresa, Calgary-Mackay (PC)

Xiao, David H., Edmonton-McClung (PC),

Parliamentary Assistant, Employment and Immigration
Zwozdesky, Hon. Gene, Edmonton-Mill Creek (PC),

Minister of Aboriginal Relations,

Deputy Government House Leader

Officers and Officials of the Legislative Assembly

Clerk
Clerk Assistant/

Director of House Services
Clerk of Journals/Table Research
Senior Parliamentary Counsel
Senior Parliamentary Counsel

W.J. David McNeil

Louise J. Kamuchik
Micheline S. Gravel
Robert H. Reynolds, QC
Shannon Dean

Sarah Dafoe

Brian G. Hodgson
J. Ed Richard
William C. Semple
Liz Sim

Sessional Parliamentary Counsel:
Sergeant-at-Arms

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Managing Editor of Alberta Hansard

[Errata, if any, appear inside back cover]



May 22, 2008

Alberta Hansard 893

Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Thursday, May 22, 2008

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon. Welcome.

Let us pray. Grant that we the members of our province’s
Legislature fulfill our office with honesty and integrity. May our
first concern be for the good of all of our people. Let us be guided
by these principles in our deliberations this day. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mr. Danyluk: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed an
honour to introduce to you and through you to this Assembly the
grade 6 class from the Kihew Asiniy education centre in Saddle
Lake, Alberta. We have 15 students visiting us here today along
with two teachers to take part in a tour of the Legislature and sit in
the gallery in this Assembly. So far today they’ve had an enjoyable
day enjoying stories and listening to stories about the Legislature
ghost. I would ask them to rise and accept the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Infrastructure.

Mr. Hayden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you two groups of students. The first
group of students is from St. Anthony’s school in Drumheller. They
are accompanied today by Mrs. Celeste Schrock, Ms Michelle
Kostelecky, parent helpers Mr. Pete Cardamone, Mr. Neil Duncalf,
Mr. Doug Herman, Mrs. Lisa Kluck, Mr. Dave Kakuk, Mr. Dale
Thompson, Mrs. Keri Clark, Ms Donna Maxwell, and Mr. Lorne
Christal. They’re going to be getting a new school over the next
couple of years, and it’s wonderful to have them up here today. I
ask them to rise now and receive the traditional welcome of the
Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, I’d also like to introduce to you and through you
students from the Morrin school. They’re accompanied today by
teacher Mr. Harvey Saltys and parent helpers Mrs. Lori Cawiezel,
Mrs. Danna Nelson, Ms Cheryl Devaleriola, Mrs. Lorna Hodge,
Mrs. Tanya Jarvis, Mr. Ty Jarvis, Mrs. Clare Sinclair, Mrs. Dawn
Herd, and Mr. Bill Avramenko. Also with them today is parent
helper Mr. Andy Neuman. Andy is the executive director of the
Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology in Drumheller. It’s wonderful to
have them. I ask them to now rise and get the traditional recognition
from my colleagues.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the
Member for Little Bow I’'m pleased to recognize a school group
from the potato capital of Alberta, Vauxhall. Some of the members
of this Assembly will also know Vauxhall as the home to the only
high school baseball academy in Canada. The Member for Little
Bow is very happy to see the Vauxhall elementary school class in
the Legislature today. They have visited us here virtually every year
that he has represented them, 16 years. A special thank you to
teacher Terry Olfert, the parents, the teachers and the students who

have come to Edmonton to experience the Alberta Legislature. 1’d
ask them to please rise and receive the warm welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Mr. Stelmach: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me real
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Legislature Mr. Matt Grenier, who is seated in the members’ gallery.
I had the pleasure of meeting Matt and his family at last week’s
Junior Achievement gala held here in Edmonton, where Matt and his
mom spoke and shared their personal story of inspiration, hope, and
fortitude. Matt was not always the confident, eloquent young man
we see today. Earlier in school life Matt was diagnosed with some
learning disorders. However, with the love of his family and
through the leadership and support of the Junior Achievement
program Matt rose above all these obstacles to become the success-
ful, confident young man we see today.

Matt became the spokesperson for Junior Achievement in *01-02,
championing the program and, of course, lighting the way for
thousands of young Albertans who have benefited from the Junior
Achievement program. Today I would like to introduce one of
Alberta’s future leaders, a 2008 graduate from Queen Elizabeth high
school with various interests, very eloquent, and with future plans to
become a pilot. Matt is accompanied by his mom, Nancy, and [
would ask that they rise and receive the traditional warm welcome
of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today it’s a great honour
for me to introduce to you and through you to the Assembly eight
members from the Sikh community visiting for the first time this
Assembly. They are all members of the nagar kirtan, the Sikh
parade committee, and they are all good friends of mine as well.
First, I would like to introduce Mr. Darshan Singh Gill, the chairman
of the committee. Secondly, Avtar Singh Gill, who is also part of
the Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha. Representing Gurdwara Mill
Woods is the president, Mr. Mohinder Singh Seehra, and Surinder
Singh Hoonjan, the general secretary. Joginder Singh Pannu is also
in the gallery today. He is the president of Sri Guru Nanak Sikh
Temple. He lives in my constituency and helped me a great deal
during my election campaign. Finally, Gurcharan Singh Sangha,
Mohinder Singh Cumo, and Sakattar Singh Sandhu are members of
the committee.

All these members have worked very hard on a volunteer basis for
three months to organize the Sikh parade that was held last week.
More than 15,000 people from all over Edmonton took part in this
holy parade. The Sikh community donated $7,000 to the food bank
and an awareness camp for donor tissues was organized on that day.
I was happy to see that six members from this Assembly attended the
holy Sikh parade. Today these friends are sitting in the public
gallery. 1 would like to ask them to please rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of this Assembly. Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have two
introductions today. The first one: I’ve never had the chance to
introduce one of my relatives, so this is a special day for me. I'm
delighted to be able to introduce to you and through you to all
members of the Assembly my favourite aunt and uncle, Jean and
Angus Richardson. They have travelled here from Vancouver to
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visit my mom. Jean is a retired nurse, and with her assistance my
uncle Angus owned and operated a very successful seed company in
Vancouver. They were married here in Edmonton 43 years ago
today, so I would ask you all to please join in celebrating their
anniversary — please stand — and to welcome them to the Alberta
Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, I have a second introduction. I am delighted today
to be able to introduce some of the people that make it possible for
all of the Liberal MLAs to do their job every day. Two of our staff
are joining us in the public gallery. It must be the end of session
because both of their comments to me were about what they were
going to do on holidays. We have Jeff Zawadiuk if Jeff would
please stand. He’s our senior administrator and works on our
finance. Jeff will be heading on vacation soon to visit his partner,
who is volunteering in South Africa, and to fulfill a promise to his
mom and join her on a balloon ride over the Serengeti. Jeff finds it
interesting that all of his university studies were on municipal and
federal politics, but he works in provincial politics.

Joining Jeff today is Lisa Bowers. She’s our caucus receptionist.
Lisa has plans, big plans, unlike the government. Lisa has been
expanding her musical horizon and spends Tuesday evenings
learning to play the acoustic guitar, which she can’t wait to play
while sitting around a fire when she heads camping later this
summer. Lisa, please join Jeff, and would you join me in welcoming
them to the Alberta Legislature.

1:40

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed my
pleasure today to introduce to you and through you to all members
of this Assembly the staff of the NDP opposition office. We might
have the smallest staff of any caucus in this Legislature, but I believe
it to be the brightest and hardest working, putting endless hours into
the very difficult task of ensuring that the Member for Edmonton-
Strathcona and I look good and are well versed, articulate, and ready
to respond to the range of issues that get presented in this Legisla-
ture. Seated in the gallery are our administrative officer, John
Ashton; director of outreach, Rob Pearson; my executive assistant,
Michele Jackson; research director, Sarah Hoffman; research officer,
Doug Bailie; and our chief of staff, Lou Arab. I am very proud of
them all. I know that they know the routine, so I would ask that they
now rise and receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In making this introduction,
I’'m asking for the patience of my colleagues in the Assembly and in
particular my francophone colleagues in the Assembly.

M. le Président, aujourd’hui il me fait un grand plaisir de pouvoir
introduire a vous et a travers vous a tous les membres de notre
Assemblée Valerie Gauthier, une étudiante d’échange de I’Universi-
té de Montréal. Valerie rejoint 1’équipe du Nouveau Parti Démocra-
tique pour la durée de 1’été, et nous sommes trés contents de la
recevoir dans notre caucus. J’aimerais demander a Valerie de se
lever et de recevoir les plus chaleureuses salutations de la part de
cette Assemblée.

[Translation] Today it gives me great pleasure to be able to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this Assembly
Valerie Gauthier, an exchange student from the University of
Montreal. Valerie joins the New Democrats for the rest of the
summer, and we are very happy to have her in our caucus. I would

now ask Valerie to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
this Assembly. [As submitted]

Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Vaisakhi Nagar Kirtan 2008

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is with great pleasure
that I rise today to acknowledge the nagar kirtan which took place on
Sunday, May 18, 2008, to celebrate the 309th anniversary of the
creation day of Khalsa.

On April 13 Sikhs all over the world celebrated Vaisakhi.
Vaisakhi is the day when the 10th guru created the order of Khalsa.
Guru Gobind Singh Ji baptized five Sikhs and gave Sikhs a clear
identity and a code of conduct to live by. Every year Sikhs all over
the world celebrate the creation day of Khalsa by gathering at
gurdwaras to offer their prayers.

This year, Mr. Speaker, approximately 15,000 people participated
in the procession that began at Gurdwara Mill Woods and travelled
to Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha, which is in my constituency of
Ellerslie. After prayer and brief introductions at Singh Sabha, the
nagar kirtan returned to Gurdwara Mill Woods and concluded. The
Sri Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara was also an active participant in the
nagar kirtan.

In addition, a booth was set up to raise awareness in hopes of
enhancing organ and tissue donation. As well, transit workers from
the Sikh community organized a food drive and collected a bus full
of food and raised $3,200 in cash donations for the food bank.

The event was attended by many elected officials, including
myself and the hon. members for Edmonton-Manning, Edmonton-
Meadowlark, and Edmonton-Mill Creek, who brought greetings on
behalf of the government.

Today [ want to acknowledge the Sikh community here in Alberta.
All Albertans benefit from the values the Sikh gurus have given us.
I would also like to recognize their contributions to the cultural
mosaic of Edmonton, Alberta, and Canada.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Health Risk Study of Fort Chipewyan

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The announcement today of
a systematic review of health risks, including cancer, in Fort
Chipewyan by the federal and provincial governments is long
overdue both for the benefit of residents and for the oil sands
industry reputation. First Nations have many challenges to deal with
as a result of historic and current dependency on government to
make decisions that protect their well-being. Ongoing develop-
ments, especially oil sands activity in the Fort McMurray area, affect
air, water, and land, including their key foods such as fish, plants,
and wildlife. First Nations, like many Albertans, are torn by, on the
one hand, great economic benefits, including jobs, and, on the other
hand, perceived adverse health effects. In Fort Chipewyan and Fort
MacKay health professionals have repeatedly asked for careful
epidemiologic studies as people are uncertain and anxious for
themselves and their children.

What do we know of the cumulative impact of long-term, low-
dose exposure to polyaromatic hydrocarbons, arsenic, and mercury
present in the air, water, and food in the area? If oil sands develop-
ment was a few kilometres upstream of Calgary or Edmonton, we
would be taking these concerns very seriously indeed. There is very
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little, if any, research on human health effects of the mixture of these
three toxins, yet we know that mice exposed to a mixture of
polyaromatic hydrocarbons and arsenic have an increased risk of
cancer tenfold compared to exposure to either chemical alone.

Reports with statistics hastily put together last year indicated that
Fort Chip cancer rates were similar to the rest of Alberta. But due
to small numbers these are notoriously inaccurate in predicting risk
— and researchers have told the government this — nor do statistics
reassure people who experience oil-related smells, tastes, and
changes in the food they eat daily. Finally, under the pressure of
both local and international public outrage we may see a serious
commitment to examining the human health impacts at ground zero
of oil sands development. This is good news for First Nations, for
the oil industry, and for all Albertans.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

Alberta Telus Tour for the Cure

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday I had the honour
of participating in the launch of the Alberta Telus Tour for the Cure,
an initiative led by the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation and
sponsored by Telus, Safeway, and the government of Alberta. This
travelling educational exhibit will visit 16 Alberta communities
between now and September to increase awareness of breast cancer.

I’d like to state a few facts about this disease. Firstly, the bad
news. One out of eight women will develop breast cancer in her
lifetime. In this House there are 83 members. Ten per cent of our
households will have that directly impact our spouse or the member
themselves. One in 29 women will die of this disease. This year
2,000 women will be diagnosed and 440 will die in this province.
Eighty per cent of breast cancers occur in women over the age of 50.
These are our daughters, our wives, our mothers, and our grand-
mothers.

However, now some good news. Death from this cancer is on the
decline due to mammography and improved treatment methods.
Regular screening can detect a breast tumor about two years before
it can be felt by physical exam, before it’s large enough to spread.

The Alberta Telus Tour for the Cure coincides with the govern-
ment’s province-wide implementation of the Alberta breast cancer
screening program. This program will encourage women between
the ages of 50 and 69, those women at greatest risk, to get a
screening mammogram every two years. Regular screening leads to
early detection, early detection leads to early treatment, and early
treatment leads to better chances of survival. It’s that simple.

There are many other things that a woman can do to decrease her
risk of developing this disease: stop smoking, reduce alcohol intake
to one drink a day or less, exercise regularly, and maintain a healthy
weight by eating healthier foods. These simple steps can foster good
health and reduce the risk not only of developing breast cancer but
of many other illnesses.

I encourage all Albertans to visit the Alberta Telus Tour for the
Cure when it travels to your community. I challenge all members of
this Assembly to join me in making a pink promise, a personal
commitment to help reduce the incidence of breast cancer.

Thank you.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Effluent Discharge into Athabasca River

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The integrity of
our water system is a major concern to Albertans. We want
assurances that resource development does not compromise water
quality, and if it does, we expect to be informed and immediate
action taken. The Minister of Environment has stood repeatedly in
this House and denied any contamination of the Athabasca River
associated with oil sands activity. We are not convinced. To the
minister: has the Athabasca River ever been contaminated from oil
sands by-products, either from tailings or from oil and grease in
waste-water ponds?

1:50

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, let me make it very clear that if the
member opposite has concerns about possible contamination in the
Athabasca River, I share those concerns. Ishould. I’m the Minister
of Environment.

To answer his question directly, I’m sure that there have been
incidents from time to time when there may have been an opportu-
nity for hydrocarbons to enter the river. We have spills of one kind
throughout the province, but we do have in place the necessary
safeguards to ensure that any possible damage would be minimized.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have in my hand a presenta-
tion by Suncor presented in May 2008 to the community of Fort
Chipewyan. It indicates that the Millennium upgrader discharged,
and I quote, oil and grease from pond D through the waste-water
pond system and into the Athabasca River in September 2007. Does
the minister deny that a million litres of water contaminated with oil
and grease was discharged into the Athabasca River?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, what we need to keep in mind is that
there are two different storage facilities or ponds that are associated
with oil sands development. One is the traditional tailings ponds on
which we’ve had much discussion in this House, that deal with water
that is a part of the process. The other is an industrial water that is
water that’s generated through cooling, water that’s generated
through domestic and also through stormwater. That is the water
that the member is referring to.

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, this minister has repeatedly stood up
under this line of questioning and denied any contamination of the
Athabasca River from tailings ponds or waste water or any oil sands
activity. Can the minister tell us why the public were not informed
of this incident, which clearly represents contamination of the
Athabasca River?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, we have industrial operations operating
throughout this province. Right here in the city of Edmonton we
have instances where there are stormwater discharges that will
accumulate hydrocarbons. They may come off an industrial site.
When those occurrences happen, it is mandatory that they be
reported to Alberta Environment. In a similar manner there are
mandatory requirements that oil sands operations report any
discharges that are beyond what is authorized in normal day-to-day
operations.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Mountain View.
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Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, the incident involving the Millennium
upgrader and the discharge into the Athabasca River of a million
litres of oil and grease in September 2007 is a serious matter. This
is not waste water. Oil and grease are a toxic blend. Waste water
does not cause a sheen to appear on the river; oil does. And
communities downstream were not notified that the water they drink
had been contaminated at this time. Only eight months later during
this presentation did Suncor demonstrate this. Can the minister tell
us why the first time residents of Fort Chip were notified was May
6 by Suncor?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, there are in any industrial site in the
province of Alberta, in fact in virtually every jurisdiction in North
America, operating authorities with respect to discharge of domestic
or industrial waste. They are based upon specific volumes of water.
If there is an exceedance of that, it is the responsibility of the
industry to advise Environment, and an investigation will then incur.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the minister assure the
House that there is hard scientific evidence that the contaminants in
the river did not reach the communities of Fort Chip and Fort
MacKay?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, I can’t answer the question,
because I don’t know the answer to the question. But I can assure
the member that I will ask my officials, who do have the technical
knowledge far beyond mine, I can assure you, to get that answer for
me.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The agenda for the Suncor
presentation at the Fort Chip meeting on May 6 of this year was to
discuss, quote, effluent discharges, oil and grease, into the Athabasca
River over the past five years. End quote. Their presentation also
notes that in 2003 pond effluent was released into the river. To the
minister: why have we heard you in the House repeatedly denying
that there were releases into the Athabasca River?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, there is a rigid system in place to ensure
that there are no discharges from tailings ponds. Tailings ponds
contain the result of the processing, the removal of oil from oil
sands. There are, in addition to that, industrial activities that take
place in there. There is stormwater that goes into ponds. I think it
only makes sense that you may have from time to time on the
industrial site some oil spills that would then be washed into this
tailings pond.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Currie.

Health Risk Study of Fort Chipewyan

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Community members and
local doctors in Fort Chipewyan have been raising their concerns for
almost a decade about the high rates of cancer that erupted after oil
production began near the Athabasca River. Their concerns were
not taken seriously, and only now, amid protests on the steps of the
Legislature, does the government realize that this is not a problem
they can continue to brush under the carpet. To the Premier: since
there is a need to conduct a new investigation, does the Premier

believe that the findings of the original investigation conducted in
2005 were inadequate and superficial?

Mr. Stelmach: The original investigation was done by Alberta
Health and Wellness, the federal government, and our Cancer Board,
done by professionals, and I expect that the findings that they
presented were true and accurate.

Mr. Taylor: So now we have a new investigation, but for 10 years
this government has denied the claims of independent studies and
local doctors and the knowledge of elders that cancer rates are
abnormally high in Fort Chip. Can the Premier explain what
changed his mind?

Mr. Stelmach: Nothing. This is something that we said we would
do. I heard another presentation when I was in Fort McMurray. 1
said that if it’s to, of course, get more information on what is
happening in the area — and this is going back to 2006 as well
because the study was complete, and there were no proven inci-
dences or increases; the cancer rates in that area were consistent with
rates across the province of Alberta. But if it’s going to take some
sort of a baseline study, I said that we’re open to it, and we’ve
always been open to that idea.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 wonder if the Premier
knows how many people have died or been diagnosed with colon,
liver, blood, or bile duct cancer in Fort Chipewyan in the last two
years since the provincial government announced that everything
was just fine.

Mr. Stelmach: We can certainly communicate that information in
terms of all of the cancer deaths in Alberta in every community.
That is why this whole area of increased cancer rates not only in this
province but in Canada, whether it be from the environment, from
the food we eat, or our lifestyle, is something that we’re going to
work towards reducing with healthier lifestyles. But to say that in
this one specific area the incidence is greater than in other parts of
Alberta, to say that the report that was delivered by professionals is
not correct: again, it’s contested by a former radio disc jockey or
whatever he did before this.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.
[interjections] The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood
has the floor.

Alberta Treasury Branch Investments

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The subprime
mortgage fiasco in the United States has caused hundreds of
thousands of Americans to lose their homes while pension plans and
investment funds lost billions of dollars and a major recession was
triggered. The Alberta Treasury Branch was one of those investors
buying up subprime mortgages from institutions who offered them
as investment packages. My questions are to the minister of finance.
What is the exposure of Alberta Treasury Branches to subprime
mortgage losses, and what steps did the government take to mini-
mize that exposure?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, today at 1:45 the Alberta Treasury Branch
will be releasing or will have just released their statement relative to
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asset-backed commercial paper. I think the most important thing for
this Assembly to remember is that no Albertan will be short of cash
as a result. They will get their money back; they will get their
interest back. Over a period of the next six and a half to nine years
Alberta Treasury Branches themselves will recoup on the paper that
they hold, redefined so that it will in fact be of value in the future.

2:00
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, the minister
has answered my second question, which was to ask for reassurance
on behalf of those people in the province who have investments and
mortgages and retirement savings with the Alberta Treasury
Branches. I appreciate that the minister has provided that reassur-
ance, but [ will restate my question. What is the exposure of Alberta
Treasury Branches to losses from subprime mortgages?

Ms Evans: There’s not any anticipated exposure. I met last evening
with the officials from the Alberta Treasury Branches. They
identified that they expected to recoup all funds. I would also
reassure this Assembly that the Alberta Treasury Branches and the
board have taken a very good look at the due diligence surrounding
this. This is triple-A rated commercial paper. It was, in fact, the
CEO, Mr. David Mowat, who has helped Purdy Crawford untangle
many of the issues surrounding this paper, and Canada as a whole
and the financial institutions in Canada that invested were much
better off than our American counterparts.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, I’'m having a
hard time accepting the assurance of the minister that while ATB
held considerable amounts of this paper, as she called it, subprime
mortgages, there will be no losses. Will the minister stand up and
confirm that that’s what she meant to say, that the Treasury Bran-
ches will not have losses as a result of buying subprime mortgages?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, I myself have yet to see the package they
delivered today at 1:45. 1 know a lot of the content of'it. I think this
Assembly could be patient and wait until later when it will be
delivered, and we will be able to get the detail and, no doubt, discuss
this in greater detail in the days ahead. Let’s let ATB make their
report to Albertans, and then we will follow through.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-McCall.

Community Spirit Program

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Government recently
launched the new community spirit program. While I realize it’s
only been a couple of weeks since it was launched, some people in
my constituency of Edmonton-Ellerslie are not aware of the new
program. My question is for the Minister of Culture and Community
Spirit. What is the minister doing to ensure that the program
established to support the great work of our volunteer sector is
promoted to nonprofit organizations and individual Albertans?

Mr. Blackett: Mr. Speaker, the community spirit program was
launched on April 30 by myself and the Premier. While it’s going
to take some time to get the word out to all corners of the province,
I’m happy to report that my department has shared information with

many not-for-profit charitable organizations, the media, and
government departments. Information packages have been devel-
oped for those organizations as well as for MLAs to hand out in their
constituencies. We have a website, www.communityspiritpro-
gram.ca. Responses so far have been very positive in my travels
across the province.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My only supplemental to
the same minister: how will the minister ensure that small and
medium-sized nonprofits apply for the program instead of leaving it
to the large, more established charities?

Mr. Blackett: Mr. Speaker, the program is available to all 19,000
organizations that are in the not-for-profit and charitable sector. We
have made sure that there was a cap of $25,000 per year and $50,000
over a three-year period to ensure that all organizations got access
to it and that those larger organizations didn’t hog all the money.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall, followed by
the hon. Member for Athabasca-Redwater.

Commercial Vehicle Inspection

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The number of trucks that are
found to be unroadworthy when checked is far too high. Over this
past long weekend nearly 40 per cent of the trucks pulled over in
Calgary had to be taken off the road because they did not meet basic
safety standards. This is just unacceptable. My question is to the
Minister of Transportation. Why are so many trucks in our province
unsafe?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, there’s no question that safety is the
top priority when we’re doing commercial vehicle checks, and we
use North American standards to inspect the vehicles. You have to
realize that a truck can be pulled out of service temporarily for a
relatively minor issue like a burned-out tail light, things along those
lines. Often the things they pull a truck out of service for could be,
like I said, a burned-out tail light, that could have happened before
they started the trip.

Mr. Hehr: You don’t take it off the road for a burned-out tail light.
Mr. Ouellette: Yes, we do.

The Speaker: The hon. member. [interjection] The hon. member
has the floor.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I don’t think the trucks are
pulled off just because of a burned-out tail light. There’s something
more serious than that.

Given that this government has privatized the inspection of these
trucks and other commercial vehicles, inspections that are clearly
failing, what measures does this government have in place to inspect
these inspectors?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, to carry on a little bit to finish with the
last question before I was so rudely interrupted by the hon. member
from the other side . . .

The Speaker: The hon. minister, with due respect, had exceeded the
time allocated for him to give his response. Continue.
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Mr. Ouellette: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I didn’t have a watch on.

Mr. Speaker, I do have to say, though, that with today’s technol-
ogy they only pull over trucks a lot of the time when the technology
tells them that there already is a problem. We also have partners in
compliance that are already approved because of their past record,
so they can actually bypass scales because of the good records we
have.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What will the minister be
doing to change this obviously flawed privatized commercial vehicle
inspection program?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, if it was flawed, we wouldn’t be
pulling vehicles over and checking them and spot-checking them to
make sure things are safe. We have very, very good private
inspectors out there. In fact, our own department’s inspectors have
won world competitions on inspecting trucks. So we have a very,
very good record on how to inspect vehicles in this province.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Athabasca-Redwater, followed
by the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Wildfire Assistance

Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Many of my constituents
were affected by wildfires this weekend, which have left a path of
destruction and devastation in their wake. My question is for the
Minister of Municipal Affairs. My constituents are asking what
types of compensation or financial support are available from the
provincial government.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Danyluk: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Our
sympathies and best wishes go out to those individuals who were
affected by those fires. The disaster recovery program only helps
those individuals and items that are uninsurable. The damages
caused by fires are fully insurable. I would like to say at this time
that it does provide us with a reminder that we need to look at our
policies and look at what insurance we do have to make sure that
we’re fully covered.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister.
The municipality incurred many costs and had to enlist many
resources to fight these fires. Specifically for the municipality and
the millions it’s going to cost, can the minister advise what kind of
compensation and financial support is available to them?

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, in fact, the government does
support municipalities. There are two programs in place, the first
program being disaster recovery, as [ mentioned. We also have the
municipal wildfire assistance program under SRD, and I would ask
the hon. minister to supplement.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: what

is the process now for applying for these funds, and how do these
municipalities go about trying to get a hold of those?

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Emergency Manage-
ment Agency is working very proactively with the municipalities
that have been affected, also working collectively with SRD to try
to assess some of the damages and what the costs were. In fact, the
Alberta Emergency Management Agency is in Thorhild today
having discussions with the local representatives and assessing some
of the damages and some of the costs.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung.

2:10 Intermunicipal Development Plans

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Municipalities have operated
with a great deal of autonomy since the Municipal Government Act
became law in 1995. Municipal decisions have been made without
necessarily consulting with their neighbours. The draft land-use
framework is apparently going to change the way cities and towns
make decisions. To the Minister of Municipal Affairs. Section 631
of the Municipal Government Act does not make it mandatory for
municipalities to consider future land use in intermunicipal develop-
ment plans. Will this be amended to comply with the draft land-use
framework, and as this is only a draft, what would happen if the draft
changed?

Mr. Danyluk: Mr. Speaker, I’d just like to pass it to my good
colleague.

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, we have draftsmen working now
examining the Forests Act, the Public Lands Act, the Alberta
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, and the Municipal
Government Act to look at possible places it’ll need to be amended
to meld together the land-use framework as it’s implemented with
existing legislation.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you very much. Maybe I will change ministry.
He’s going to probably answer it anyway. It’s along the same lines.
Section 632 of the MGA doesn’t make it mandatory for environmen-
tal matters to be included in that development plan. Is that going to
be amended to ensure compliance with the draft land-use frame-
work? Again, if this is only a draft, what happens if it’s changed?

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, there are existing regulatory agencies,
depending upon the size of the development, that have jurisdiction
and look at environmental issues before a permit is issued. I assume
the hon. member is talking about smaller type developments.
There’s no question that environmental impact will be the focus of
the cumulative effects part of the land-use framework. So I’d say
that that’s another example where some legislative accommodation
would be required.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you. I would ask the Minister of Municipal
Affairs the next question, if I might. If municipalities have to ensure
that their decisions align with provincial policies, smaller cities such
as Lethbridge and southern Alberta communities without large
planning and development departments are going to face challenges.
What will the minister do to assist these communities in complying
with the draft land-use framework when, in fact, it’s really still sort
of a framework for a framework?

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member would take a look at
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the budget estimates for SRD, she would see that there was $9
million allocated this year as start-up funds for the land-use secretar-
iat, and there’s money budgeted for years 2 and 3 as well. The land-
use secretariat will have the resources to provide certain types of
technical expertise and assistance to MDs, towns, and cities as we
develop the land-use plans for each area.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung, followed
by the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Homelessness Initiatives in Edmonton

Mr. Xiao: Yes. Mr. Speaker, last summer when I was knocking on
doors in my constituency, many of my constituents raised concerns
about what was known as a tent city in Edmonton. They talked to
me about their concerns: about drugs, safety, and health. My
question is for the Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs. Since
summer is around the corner, can the minister tell us what she has
done so we can avoid another tent city in Edmonton?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I know the Member for
Edmonton-McClung is concerned as he has had discussions with me
in this regard. I can understand why because I’m concerned as well.
Yesterday I did meet, hon. member, with Susan McGee, who is
executive director of the Edmonton Housing Trust Fund. You’ll
recall that last year Ms McGee led community support groups in the
successful management and closure of the tent city that the member
is discussing. I did ask Ms McGee if she would once again lead a
team to co-ordinate efforts for housing and supports for individuals.

Mr. Xiao: Mr. Speaker, my second question is for the same
minister. Last year as a Rotarian we did a barbecue for the people
living in the tent city, and it was obvious to me that many of the
people were aboriginals. Can the minister tell us how those
aboriginal people are being helped?

Mrs. Fritz: Well, Mr. Speaker, once again the member is correct.
We do know that 90 per cent of the people that were in tent city
were of aboriginal descent. There is an organization in Edmonton
called Wicihitowin, circle of shared responsibility, which is, as you
know, the Cree word for people helping people. They have eight
circles of responsibility. The first circle is for housing and shelter,
hon. member. On behalf of the Edmonton trust fund, once again, I’d
like to let you know that Ms McGee indicated to me that they will
offer services that respect the aboriginal culture and that they will
work closely with Wicihitowin to ensure that aboriginal people are
well cared for.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Xiao: Yeah. My last question to the same minister: can the
minister tell us how many people from last year’s tent city have been
sheltered?

Mrs. Fritz: Again, Mr. Speaker, I know this member is concerned
about the growth that could take place if another tent city did arise
here in Edmonton. Last year, though, to your question, we did assist
58 people with finding appropriate shelter. Forty-three of those are
still in housing, and 10 of those are living independently and no
longer require housing supports. This year we did put a response
team together. That response team is going to work with the

Ministry of Employment and Immigration and the Edmonton
Housing Trust Fund. They are going to provide intensive outreach
into the river valley and into the inner city to help homeless people
with safe housing and appropriate services.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Metropolitan Regional Planning

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The draft land-use frame-
work outlines immediate planning priorities in the province, the first
being the development of metropolitan plans for the capital — read
Edmonton — and Calgary regions to be completed by January *09.
However, the timeline for the plans to be completed for all six
regions is not until 2012. The implementation of these plans will
take even longer. To the Minister of Sustainable Resource Develop-
ment: since Edmonton and Calgary are able to prepare metropolitan
plans by 2009, why is the government not developing plans for all
the regions in the province by 2009?

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, haste makes waste. Even the best
designed public policy if it’s not properly administered in the end
isn’t a very good public policy. This is going to be new ground
going forward. Our thought is that if we do all these plans at once,
we won’t have the benefit of learning one from the other. The
priorities are set out the way they are in the land-use framework.
They’re subject to discussion over the next six weeks, so I’d be
happy to discuss it with the hon. member.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you. Certainly, haste over 15 years is taking its
time.

Given that these metropolitan plans are being developed before
their respective regional plans, how will the minister address the
potential for these land-use plans to be developed and implemented
in this uneven and unbalanced manner, creating inconsistencies
before they’re even in place? Clearly, the two big cities are going
to overlap the outlying areas.

Dr. Morton: Well, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is correct in that
certainly the capital region will have a head start on the land-use
plan for north central, the region that Edmonton is in, but there’s no
reason to make the worst-case scenario assumptions that she does.
Our belief is, having met with and listened to the capital region and
having worked closely with the Calgary regional partnership in my
case, that integrating those plans with the larger regional plans will
be done in due course and without the kind of difficulty she’s
imagining.

Ms Pastoor: Well, I was never accused of not having a good
imagination.

Given that the development of the Calgary metropolitan plan will
have a huge impact on the development of the southern Alberta
regional plan, certainly in terms of water use, will the minister
ensure that the municipalities in this region, such as Lethbridge,
Medicine Hat, and on, are involved in the planning process from the
beginning in order to ensure that consistent policies are applied in a
timely manner and, in particular, on water use in southern Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Morton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Of course, this was the very
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reason why the land-use boundaries were made congruent with the
major watersheds. Yes, all affected communities will be consulted.
If there are decisions made upstream prior to decisions being made
downstream, the communities on the lower watersheds will be
consulted and met with.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed
by the hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

2:20 Sustainable Development in Northeastern Alberta

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In 2006 the government struck
the Oil Sands Consultation Group. A year later they struck a
multistakeholder committee to consult. Last June those consulta-
tions were given to the Minister of SRD among others. Now we
have a draft land-use plan, which still includes no specific imple-
mentation dates. To the Minister of Sustainable Resource Develop-
ment. The northeast is in a state of crisis. When will we see real
action to protect the people, wildlife, water, air, and land in this
region?

Dr. Morton: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’d point out, as other ministers on
this side have, that there’s been over half a billion dollars invested
in the Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo area since our current Premier
was elected, so I think it’s a bit of a stretch to say that it’s being
neglected.

In terms of ongoing protection of environmental, air, water issues
we have the cumulative effects management association, the oil
sands secretariat. We’ll be working closely with those two groups
as we draft the land-use framework for that area.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, given that there are
currently at least 18 new projects proposed in the Wood Buffalo
region, why won’t the minister acknowledge that the absence of an
interim strategy will allow runaway development and pollution to
continue while his government moves not with wasteful haste but,
rather, with the speed of a slug on codeine?

Dr. Morton: Well, I don’t have any experience with a slug on
codeine. Iwould just point out that each of the 18 projects that she’s
referring to are subject to a review process with environmental
requirements, and that process continues to run. The members on
the other side seem to think, again, that there’s some ability to stop
and start the provincial economy. There aren’t those kinds of
buttons. Particularly, you might find that the parties on the left are
pretty good at the stop button, but they’re not very good at the restart
button.

Ms Notley: When it’s necessary, we can use a slow-down button,
and I’d suggest that it is here.

Given your failure to present concrete implementation plans in
this area, is the minister telling the more than 500 citizens who
participated in consultations a year ago: “Thanks for sharing. Hope
that made you feel better. Now we’ll keep doing what we’ve been
doing for the last 40 years™?

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, the answer to that is no.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Buffalo.

Sour Oil and Gas Development

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Recently the ERCB
issued a decision forcing an oil company to construct a new
emergency route before they could start drilling for sour oil.
Although this is welcome news, many of my constituents are
concerned about any sour oil or gas development in the area due to
safety concerns, especially since many of them remember the two
blowouts in Lodgepole in the early *80s. My first question is to the
Minister of Energy. What measures are in place to protect Albertans
living in areas where sour oil or gas is being developed?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Knight: Well, thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, of course,
I think we understand that the ERCB does have a very extensive
process in place for the development of sour oil or gas in the
province of Alberta. This includes public consultations, hearings,
proper emergency planning, as the member points out, and a
rigorous inspection and enforcement mechanism. This particular
case that the hon. member referred to demonstrates the ERCB’s
dedication to safe and responsible development of Alberta’s
resources.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
due to the safety concerns surrounding sour gas and the intensity of
the levels of some of these wells and the numbers of wells being
proposed, can the minister explain 