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[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Welcome back.

Let us pray. We confidently ask for strength and encouragement
in our service to others. We ask for wisdom to guide us in making
good laws and good decisions for the present and the future of
Alberta. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Mr. Stelmach: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 wish to introduce
to you and through you to all members of the Assembly 54 guests
seated in the public gallery. There are 44 students, seven parent
helpers, two teachers, and one educational assistant. The teachers:
Mrs. Ali Dixon, Miss Kari Archer, Mrs. Deanna Ruether. The
parent helpers: Mrs. Rose Stewart, Mrs. Lori Klebak, Mrs. Jannine
Bettac, Mrs. Carolyn Tarnasky, Mr. Daren Evans, Mrs. Debby
Glauser, and Mrs. Shelly Kotyk. I would ask all of the students and
parents and teachers to rise, and I wish everybody would welcome
them with very warm applause.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. ZwozdesKky: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s a great
privilege for me today on behalf of the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Beverly-Clareview and myself to introduce to you and through you
24 very outstanding students from the lovely area of Beverly-
Clareview and, specifically, Balwin school. These students are here
as a special project of that school in conjunction with two other
schools to study how Bill 37, the Ukrainian Famine and Genocide
(Holodomor) Memorial Day Act, was passed and the history that it
made. They have made a videotape of this, and it will be aired on
CTV on Thursday during the 6 o’clock news and again on Saturday
at 12 o’clock noon. They are accompanied today by parent Patricia
Pawluk, by Victoria school for the performing arts students Steve
Ashworth and Ainslie Fowler, and by their own teacher, Luba
Eshenko, who is a daughter of a Holodomor survivor.

[Remarks in Ukrainian] We welcome all of you. Please stand.
[As submitted]

Would you join me in welcoming them.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour for me to
introduce to you and through you 44 of the best parents, teachers,
and students in the province of Alberta. These grade 6 students from
Edmonton’s Meadowlark Christian school, which is part of Edmon-
ton public schools, are leaders in the school. The students along
with their parents and the staff are part of a caring community
committed to developing excellence in learning, leading, and living.
It is through their hard work that Meadowlark Christian school is a
great place to learn and work. They’re accompanied by their
teachers and group leaders Mrs. Lynn Schroeder and Mr. Mike
Krogen and by parents Mr. Ryan Brodrecht, Mrs. Donna Laird, Mrs.
Brenda Graves, Mr. Rob Mulyk, Mrs. Patti Kern, Mrs. Carolynne

Champigny, and Dr. Brenda Wollin. Also amongst them we have a
prime minister and a governor general that were elected in their
school. IfI can ask all of my friends from Meadowlark to please
stand and receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and Wellness.

Mr. Liepert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly Dr.
Mariusz Sapijaszko, an Edmonton dermatologist and regional
representative of the Canadian Dermatology Association’s sun
awareness program, and Ms Tanny Nadon of the Alberta Society of
Melanoma. Dr. Sapijaszko and his team are holding a skin cancer
screening event in this building today to raise awareness about the
importance of early detection of the disease, and I know that just
after lunch a number of members took advantage of this. For those
who haven’t had the opportunity to get to the first floor in the
rotunda, the screenings will continue until 4 o’clock this afternoon,
and I encourage everyone to take advantage of this service. Our
guests today are seated in the members’ gallery, and I would ask that
they rise and receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner.

Mr. Jacobs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure for me to rise
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly Mr. Dexter Durfey, associate superintendent of Westwind
school division, located in Cardston-Taber-Warner. Joining Mr.
Durfey is Mr. Bruce Moltzan, associate superintendent of Chinook’s
Edge school division, and two members of their project team: James
McKee, vice-president of the commercial division of Enmax, seated
in the members’ gallery, and Allen Crowley, seated in the public
gallery, who is with EDC Associates.

Mr. Speaker, three southern Alberta school boards are reaping the
rewards of an innovative electrical energy partnership with Enmax
Energy known as the wind power consortium. The group visiting
the Leg. today represents 40 school boards from across the province
that have joined together as Alberta schools for sustainable energy.
The school boards plan to build on and enhance the success of the
wind power consortium to deal with the challenge of rising energy
costs by pursuing a long-term energy agreement based on electricity
supplied by renewable sources of generation.

These representatives are in Edmonton today to meet with Alberta
Education staff to discuss this innovative green energy project. They
are seated in both galleries, and I’d ask them now to rise and receive
the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Wood Buftalo.

Mr. Boutilier: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s
indeed my pleasure to introduce citizens who travelled the long and
arduous highway 63 to be here today. They are members of the
public and Catholic school boards. Joining me today to watch the
proceedings are Dennis Parsons, superintendent of the public board;
Allan Kallal, superintendent, business and finance; Jeff Thompson,
who is the chair; Glenn Doonanco, who is the vice-chair; Glenn
Cooper, a trustee; Angela Adams, who is a trustee; and Elizabeth
Eenkooren, who is a trustee of the public board. Also joining them
is the chair of the Catholic board, Geraldine Carbery, and superin-
tendent Kim Jenkins. I would ask them all to rise and receive the
warm welcome and indicate how much they enjoyed the first 20
kilometres of the Minister of Transportation’s new twinned highway
63.
Thank you.
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The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Well, thanks so much, Mr. Speaker. I have two introduc-
tions today. One is a group from Grant MacEwan College centre for
the arts. Some are seated, I believe, in the public gallery and some
in the members’ gallery. There are 22 of them all together, and they
are being led today by Mr. Roy Wood. I would ask them to please
rise wherever they’re seated and receive the warm welcome of the
Assembly. Ishould note that the Grant MacEwan College program
for the arts is a jewel for this province.

The second introduction is a group of visitors from the University
of Alberta International Centre, seven visitors altogether. I’m not
sure they’re here yet, but they will be seated in the public gallery.
They are led by Ms Khadija Jetha. I would welcome them as well.
Please give them a warm applause.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to introduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly members
of the Transit Riders’ Union of Edmonton. The Transit Riders’
Union of Edmonton, also known by the acronym TRUE, is a group
of concerned transit users whose goal is to channel transit riders’
needs and opinions into a unified voice for an efficient, affordable,
and accessible public transit system. TRUE is a working group of
the Alberta Public Interest Research Group. On behalf of my
constituents and all Albertans I would now ask that my guests
Lorenzo Pagnotta, Isabelle Foord, Brendan Van Alstine, and lan
Young please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this
Assembly.

1:40 Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lesser Slave Lake.

Meétis Week

Ms Calahasen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Métis Week began
Sunday, November 16, and continues to November 22. In fact, some
of my colleagues joined Audrey Poitras, president of the Métis
Nation of Alberta, and Gerald Cunningham, president of the Métis
Settlements General Council, to mark this occasion with a commem-
oration of the life and leadership of Louis Riel.

Alberta strives to promote strong and vibrant communities in the
province and has been a leader in addressing Métis issues. As a
matter of fact, this province has the only legally recognized Métis
land base in Canada: eight Métis settlements with a combined area
of 1.25 million acres and a legislated governing structure with its
own quasi-judicial process. We have, in fact, a Métis framework
agreement, which exists nowhere else in Canada, between our
government and the Métis Nation.

This Métis Week includes many activities that are being planned
to highlight the cultural and social contributions to Alberta made by
Meétis people who call this province home. Tomorrow, for example,
is Métis Nation children’s day. Everyone is welcome to bring their
kids to experience Métis culture and pride at Ben Calf Robe school
in the morning and Prince Charles school in the afternoon. Métis
Employment Services is hosting a pancake breakfast at their
Edmonton office on Thursday morning. Later in the day the Métis
Urban Housing society will host an open house to highlight their
work to provide affordable, adequate, and appropriate rental housing
for low- and moderate-income Métis families.

Meétis people in the province are not only proactive but are also

part of the great mosaic of the cultural milieu in Alberta. I would

encourage all Albertans to take a few minutes this week to join the

Alberta Métis as they showcase their culture and their history.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-South.

Municipal Excellence Awards

Mr. Dallas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to acknowledge
the excellent work that is being done by Alberta’s municipalities and
organizations to strengthen our communities and keep them safe.
Since 2002 the Minister of Municipal Affairs awards of municipal
excellence have recognized municipalities across Alberta that work
to address issues such as sustainability, urban planning, public
education, and municipal co-operation.

This year a new category was added to highlight Alberta’s
commitment to safe communities. [’'m proud to say that the
inaugural winner of the 2008 safe communities category is the city
of Red Deer for its drinking establishment licensing bylaw. The
bylaw calls on nightclubs and bars to improve safety standards to
reduce violence, vandalism, and late-night disturbances. The city
worked with the RCMP, the Alberta Liquor and Gaming Commis-
sion, and local establishments to create the bylaw. Its safety
measures include additional security staff, enhanced surveillance,
and better lighting in high-risk areas, providing a safer atmosphere
for patrons and employees.

I would also like to note that honourable mentions were given to
the city of Calgary for its Stop Grow Ops Calgary Coalition and the
city of Edmonton for its Stop Marijuana Grow Ops Coalition. The
awards were presented at the fall conventions of the Alberta Urban
Municipalities Association and the Alberta Association of Municipal
Districts and Counties. The AAMD and C fall convention was held
just last week in Edmonton, and this year’s convention marked 100
years as an organization.

I would ask the Assembly to join me in congratulating the
recipients of the 2008 Minister of Municipal Affairs awards of
municipal excellence and the AAMD and C on their 100th anniver-

sary.
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Integrity in Government

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The song Waiting
for a Miracle is Leonard Cohen at his most sardonic, a dark view of
people in a hopeless state waiting for someone else to save them. I
believe we are our own rescuers. We don’t get better lives by
waiting. We build better lives by getting involved.

The world is at a turning point, with serious challenges and
different choices to make if we are to leave a better future for our
children. Our economy, environment, and civil society are threat-
ened, but people are longing for courageous, honest leadership. Too
many have given up on our political system in Alberta.

As a physician and politician I’ve tried to create the awareness of
our need for balance, social well-being, a protected environment,
and a healthy economy: the triple bottom line. People want to see
government with integrity lead rather than manage, stop abusing
power, listen instead of brushing off real frustrations with lack of
mental health support, children coming to school hungry, unneces-
sary red tape for small business. In this province in the past 15 years
I’ve witnessed a profound decline in public engagement and a loss
of trust in the political process.

People ask me how we could spend so much more than other
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provinces and get so little, how we could waste our nonrenewable
windfall, saving virtually nothing, and fail to see that the world is
going to energy conservation and a renewable energy economy.
Albertans ask me why we have the highest rates of family violence,
alcoholism, depression, and suicide. This is not leadership.

In listening to energy producers for a balanced energy future,
listening to health professionals about real health care reform,
hearing our most vulnerable citizens and their caregivers plead for
dignity, it’s time to talk frankly also about our responsibilities as
citizens. We cannot wait for a miracle. There is no time to lose.
We must work together to create a vigorous, centrist politics of the
people, a politics that stands for the public interest for the long term.
As a Hopi Indian elder counselled his people many decades ago, we
are the ones we’ve been waiting for.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

International Education Week

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday marked the
launch of Alberta’s fifth year of participation in the celebration of
International Education Week, which takes place from November 17
to 21. This year’s theme is Fostering Global Responsibility and
Leadership. This gives an opportunity to explore new approaches to
education from a global perspective. We’re not alone in this kind of
thinking, and that is why international education is being celebrated
this week in more than 85 countries.

It’s also a time for us to celebrate the diversity inherent in our
school system in Alberta. We do not have a one-size-fits-all
approach to education. We value learning in all its forms, whether
it’s straight academics or the pursuit of skilled trades. It is because
we value this diversity, Mr. Speaker, and recognize the need to meet
the desires of a wide range of students that we also have an interna-
tional and global education strategy. School-based international
education initiatives expose students to social and cultural differ-
ences, new education methods and systems, and unique global
partnerships.

Alberta promotes international co-operation in education through
agreements with foreign governments that build and enable pro-
grams of benefit to students. These include student and teacher
exchanges, school partnerships, visiting teacher programs, foreign
language consultants, and international student programs. These
activities, Mr. Speaker, give our Alberta students and their fellow
students from around the world the opportunity to learn about each
other so that they understand what it means to be a global citizen.

I hope that my remarks today demonstrate that when it comes to
international education, Alberta has clearly chosen to lead rather
than to follow. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Fiscal Responsibility

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, it’s official. The boom in
Alberta is over. The opposition has been saying for years that this
government’s financial policies are unsustainable. The Premier
boasts about having the highest spending, lowest taxing government
in the land while everyone else can see that that’s a recipe for
financial disaster. My question is to the Premier. Will the Premier
finally admit that this government’s financial policies have been
reckless?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, over the last number of years this
government has positioned the province of Alberta to withstand the
economic storm that’s actually crippling a lot of the economies
around the world. We continue to be the only jurisdiction in North
America that’s debt free. I’m not aware of any other jurisdiction that
sets aside $7.7 billion in a fund to cushion any rapid drops in
resource revenue, and | know that our competitive tax rates, both
corporate, small business, and personal income tax, have attracted
business and people to the province of Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Premier is right. A
storm is brewing, and it could be a perfect storm for this province.
Next year the government is going to see markedly lower
corporate and personal tax revenues, lower royalties, and lower
income from investments like the heritage fund. To the Premier:
what is this government’s strategy to avoid going into deficit?

1:50

Mr. Stelmach: Continued very prudent budgeting, reading the
signals, and ensuring that this province remains competitive not only
within the North American jurisdiction but also compared to other
countries around the world.

Dr. Taft: Well, Mr. Speaker, this situation is eerily like the end of
the last boom, when huge oil sands projects were cancelled and a
bloated government was faced with collapsing revenues and rising
expenditures. Over and over the people of Alberta have vowed
never to repeat the mistakes of the last boom. To the Premier: what
is your government going to do — give us some detail — to prevent
this province’s economy from going off the rails?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, continued prudent budgeting.

But let’s just go back to the early 80s. You know, it’s amazing
how the Liberals always forget NEP, the national energy program.
For those of us in this Assembly that paid the 24 per cent interest
rates that devastated mortgage holders, devastated business, drove
the largest migration out of the province of Alberta, I can assure you
we’re never going back and never following that hostile Liberal
policy ever again in this province.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Provincial Spending

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. This Premier enjoys
mocking Pierre Trudeau and blaming him for all kinds of faults. The
simple fact is that Pierre Trudeau hasn’t been Prime Minister in 24
years. My question is to the Premier. Does the Premier realize how
out of touch his government looks when he blames Pierre Trudeau
for today’s financial crisis?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, that’s how long: 20 some-odd years of
the debt that he created, that we’re still trying to pay off in this
country, over — I don’t know — 400 and some billion dollars. How
can you forget that?

Dr. Taft: Well, Mr. Speaker, we learned through today’s second-
quarter update that restructuring the regional health boards is going
to cost an unbelievable $80 million. To the minister of health: can
the minister explain where that $80 million is going to be spent?
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Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, I can. I’ll be happy to go into
further details when supplementary estimates come before the
House, I think later this week or next week. But just very briefly,
when you merge 12 entities as we are currently doing, there are —
this is not an exaggeration to say — dozens of IT systems. We have
duplication when it comes to positions. That is the estimated cost
that will be incurred in terms of making one efficient, effective
health care board.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you. To the same minister: when the Chumir
centre in Calgary couldn’t fully open because of a shortage of staff
and the Mazankowski centre sits empty for 18 months in part
because of a shortage of staff and the same fate awaits the south
Calgary hospital and the Edmonton clinic, both under construction,
why didn’t this minister spend $80 million on a real solution like
training 2,000 nurses or 400 family physicians instead of playing
bureaucratic Whac-A-Mole?

Mr. Liepert: You know, Mr. Speaker, this is how far out of touch
this particular member is. That’s exactly what we are doing.
Through the Minister of Advanced Education and Technology we’ve
announced a whole bunch of new seats for medical positions around
the province, and we’ll be happy to provide the member with a
detailed breakdown of exactly how many seats we have created.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Provincial Savings Strategy

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. In the second-
quarter update the nonrenewable resource revenue is projected at
$14.6 billion, a record number we are told, yet the government has
completely cut the $3.1 billion allocated to savings. My questions
are to the minister of finance. Even with the record-breaking
revenues from oil and gas the government is choosing to cancel its
savings program. Why?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, what I said today in the second-quarter
forecast of the projected — projected — $8.5 billion, was that we had
projected that $3.1 billion could be added to savings. I said that that
particular amount of money obviously will not be available for
savings.

I said further that the Mintz report, the FIPAC report, would be
coming forward and would be public tomorrow. I’m not saying
precisely when, but ultimately an investment and savings strategy
will follow. What I did identify was that there was obviously no
money from the surplus to go into savings.

Ms Blakeman: Well, to the same minister: how do you have a
savings plan when you are not going to set aside any money to save?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, again, talking about the projected
surplus, I’ve said that what we have left in the surplus, the good-
news story — look, let’s talk about the good news. You know, doom
and gloom exist on that side of the House. We budgeted at $78 a
barrel of oil, and we have more than we expected to have in surplus.
We’re going to have $2 billion of expected surplus now, with the
amended forecast, added to the extra billion dollars from cash left
over and reconciled from last year’s 2007-08 budget, and because
there’s only a paper writedown on the heritage fund, we’ll have

almost $4 billion to spend on carbon capture and storage and Green
TRIP. Is that a bad story?

Ms Blakeman: Well, let’s talk about stories. The minister talked
about the heritage fund reaching the same state as the $200 billion
Norway fund. That would be a story. How does the minister see
this happening when this year the government is not even going to
inflation-proof the heritage fund?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, over the last 10 years the heritage fund has
earned in five- and 10-year intervals 7.3 per cent and 5.3 per cent
successively. That s, in fact, a good-news story. The heritage fund
contrasted with the fund in Norway: I don’t think there’s an Albertan
that wants the 50 per cent taxation rate that they have in Norway.
We can look at other funds and other management, but they’ve got
all kinds of taxes that Albertans simply won’t tolerate. Surely that
can’t be what the hon. member is suggesting.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for St. Albert.

Royalty Revenues

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. This government has
bungled things in the good times, and now in tough times it’s going
to cut services that Albertans depend on. Failing to collect full-value
royalties and corporate tax cuts means Alberta has failed to save for
a rainy day. Well, it’s getting a lot wetter out there even as we
speak. My question is to the Premier. Why has this government
placed Alberta in a position that its health and education spending
depends heavily on volatile royalty revenues, which are evaporating
even as we speak?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the province of Alberta is blessed in
two ways: one, geographically, because we’re located next to one of
the best trading partners in the world, the United States of America;
and secondly, geologically, because we do sit on vast resources of
coal, oil, and gas. So it is a blessing. This is one jurisdiction that
not only receives a fair amount of money from the sale of resources
but also shares with the rest of Canada. I believe over $14 billion
net was transferred to Ottawa last year, so not only Albertans
benefit, but all Canadians do.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, given that government spending, in
particular for health and education, depends heavily on resource
revenues, royalties for oil and gas, and given that those royalties are
evaporating, how is the Premier going to guarantee that we will not
see in the next budget or the budget after that significant cuts to
health and education spending in this province? Why have you left
us so vulnerable, Mr. Premier?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, our priorities are health and education
and also advanced education because we do have to move this
province over a period of time to a knowledge-based economy. I’d
submit the question back to the member. It would be difficult to
maintain health and education programs when his colleague in
Ottawa wants to shut everything down. That would even be a worse
picture than we’re facing today.

2:00
Mr. Mason: Well, Mr. Speaker. You know, he can’t get out of this

so easily as blaming somebody flying over the oil sands in an
airplane.
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I want to know from the Premier why the government’s priorities
have actually been cutting corporate taxes in half and having the
lowest royalties in almost the entire world instead of saving for a
rainy day so that we could protect our health and education programs
in this province.

Mr. Stelmach: Actually, two statements made by the leader,
typically, of a socialist party. I can tell you that to increase our
corporate taxes would diminish significantly our global competitive-
ness. I don’t know who he’s been listening to because I keep
hearing from many people in Alberta that our royalty framework
today, the new royalty framework that we’ll be adopting on the 1st
of January, 2009, is fair. It now has raised it substantially compared
to other royalties in the country and on the North American conti-
nent, but that doesn’t mean that we won’t be looking constantly at
our competitiveness position. No one knows and can predict what’s
going to happen in the year or the year after, but we know that we
have to adapt. If you look at long signals in the future, we will
ensure that we can continue our global competitiveness.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon.
Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Bullying

Mr. Allred: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Bullying behaviour is
unacceptable any time and anywhere. The government has been
talking about bullying for several years now, yet alarmingly we still
hear about froshing, cyberbullying, and humiliating treatment of
children who are targeted each and every day. When teasing turns
to taunting and push comes to shove, it’s time for government to get
results. To the Minister of Children and Youth Services: when are
we going to see strong measures and effective antibullying pro-
grams?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Tarchuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a really good
question considering that this is Bullying Awareness Week. I can
tell the House that bullying is an issue that we take very seriously.
We know that in the past school year of the youth that we have
surveyed, 50 per cent have experienced bullying and around 60 per
cent have witnessed it.

Our bullying strategy has been in place for four years. It is
recognized among national experts as one of the best in the country.
I can tell the House that our goal has been to effectively raise
awareness on what bullying is, identify what people can do to stop
bullying, and as well encourage a change in our societal attitudes
towards bullying.

Mr. Allred: Mr. Speaker, again to the Minister of Children and
Youth Services. I appreciate all the work that the government has
done to raise public awareness, but it does not seem like all these
messages are getting through to the people who need to hear them.
Can the minister assure us that the government’s bullying prevention
campaign is reaching our children where they live, learn, and play?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 am pleased to say that we
do know that our bullying prevention strategy is working. Since we
set up the website for children, we’ve had 3.3 million hits on that
site. Our website for youth has seen over 400,000, and our site for

parents has had more than 450,000. As well, we’ve had 940 people
call our 24/7 toll-free bullying helpline, and our information
materials are still in very high demand at our community centres and
our schools. I think the last thing I’d say is that I do believe our
message is clear, and it is getting through that bullying is unaccept-
able.

Mr. Allred: Mr. Speaker, I’'m particularly worried that bullying has
moved out of the schoolyard, where teachers and other students can
see it and stop it, and into our homes through the Internet. To the
Minister of Education: is the government keeping up with the times
and taking appropriate action to protect our children from
cyberbullying?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, again a very timely question.
Just like other forms of bullying cyberbullying is about power and
control. While technology is a very positive tool, it can also be
negative. We’ve made available at no cost to teachers and school
jurisdictions training resources that address cyberbullying and child
Internet safety. New, updated resources are also available online, as
my colleague has just indicated, on the antibullying website, which
is bullyfreealberta.ca or b-free.ca. There’s also the hotline available.
But we should be clear that cyberbullying, like any bullying, can be
a criminal offence if it’s continuing harassment.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Public Health System

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This health minister doesn’t
get it. Prevention costs something, and in the long term it saves both
lives and money. Good leadership acts not on opinion but on the
best evidence. To the minister: in the face of the largest outbreak of
syphilis in the province, including five preventable deaths, and the
best evidence from his medical officers being dismissed, what
confidence can this minister give to the public that he’s committed
to prevention?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, just to correct the record, I
presume the member is referring to an advice to the minister
document, which I’d be happy to table later in the House, because
that’s what was in the Edmonton Journal on the weekend. What the
member does not allude to is the fact that in that advice to the
minister was the fact that we have had an initial media campaign,
and we also committed $2 million to the then Capital health region.
The advice to the minister also says that we should not overlap with
the Calgary health region and the Capital region.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, this minister not only
dismissed the evidence; he dismissed the medical officers.

We now have evidence that this minister’s failure to act in 2007
has contributed to an outbreak in other parts of Canada. Will the
minister take responsibility for failing the primary role of govern-
ment, which is to protect the health and safety of its people?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, I’d rise on a point of order relative to the
comments about the dismissal of the health officials, but quite
frankly, it’s not worth the effort because this particular member will
continue to use falsehoods, so I’'m not going to challenge that. As
the member is well aware, we had four public health officials that
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were on contract. A new contract was not reached when the existing
ones expired, and they chose other options.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Either this minister does not
understand public health or is simply more interested in cutting
budgets and making change for change’s sake. When is this minister
going to act on the evidence, restore confidence in the system, and
honour our public health system?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, we could do one of two things.
We could do exactly what we are doing, and that is committing
funds through the delivery arm of health services in this province
and continue with a focused initiative in those areas of high risk, or
we could do as the opposition, which on one hand talks about fiscal
responsibility and then on the other hand says that we should just
throw money at problems and not have any evidence that it’s going
to do any good.

The Speaker: Hon. minister, there will be a point of order?
[interjections] Okay. Cool it.

Is there a point of order, hon. Minister of Health and Wellness?
Do you want to raise a point of order at the end of the Routine?

Mr. Liepert: No. I’'m not going to waste my time.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Lottery Funding

Mr. Elniski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There was some discussion
in question period yesterday about the community investment grants,
and I’d like some clarification on this today. My question is to the
Minister of Culture and Community Spirit. According to the
Member for Edmonton-Riverview it is the policy of this government
to give each Tory MLA an annual allotment of lottery money to
distribute within their constituencies. I think he called this a
personal slush fund for Tory MLAs. 1 doubt this to be the case.
Could the minister please clarify how funding allocations occur?

Mr. Blackett: Mr. Speaker, our community investment programs
touch all 83 ridings across the province and almost every Albertan.
We make decisions in our department based on a set of criteria, one
being matching funds, another being need of the communities.
There are some areas that get more than others because there are
needs and there are projects and programs that are required. We
look at each individually, based on their merit.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elniski: Thank you. My first supplemental is to the same
minister. As the Member for Edmonton-Riverview alleges, the
government has forgotten what real fiscal accountability looks like.
I would like to know if the programs are subject to audit by the
Auditor General or Auditor General review.

Mr. Blackett: Mr. Speaker, they’re absolutely audited by the
Auditor General’s department. They are each year. Also, each and
every program that’s approved is on our website, so it’s clear and
transparent to all Albertans and will continue to be so. It’s actually
thankful that our government’s prudence in having funds allocated

for these projects actually helps a lot of our communities in these
tough economic times.

2:10
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elniski: Thank you. My third question is to the same minister.
Would you clarify to the House, do MLAs get to personally sign off
on these grants?

Mr. Blackett: Well, Mr. Speaker, as I’ve said before, MLAs don’t
approve grants. The only person that can approve those grants is
myself. My staff works closely with community organizations to
make sure that grant applications are properly completed and co-
ordinates the approval process for local needs and priorities. We do
connect with government MLAs because we want to have commu-
nity input, and they are an excellent source of knowledge. [interjec-
tions] Our opposition MLAs are certainly welcome to contact our
office at any time as I’ve indicated to . . .

Ms Blakeman: Actually, we’re not.

Mr. Blackett: Yes, you are.
... the Leader of the Official Opposition in writing. If you want
to contact my office, you can certainly do so.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

Provincial Spending
(continued)

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions, too, are
on the second-quarter fiscal update. My first one is to the minister
of finance. This is from page 7, Pension Obligations: “Updated
forecasts of pension obligations, reflecting recent developments in
equity markets, are not yet available.” In this House the hon.
minister said that there are hourly updates to her department
regarding these matters. My first question: what are you hiding from
Albertans drawing public-sector pension plans?

Ms Evans: Absolutely nothing.

Mr. MacDonald: Now, my second question also to the same
minister, and this one is regarding asset-backed commercial paper
from the Alberta Treasury Branches. In the past we’ve learned that
the Treasury Branches, unfortunately, have had to write down
hundreds of millions of dollars because of this investment scheme.
What additional provision for asset-backed commercial paper is now
required by the Alberta Treasury Branches?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, the asset-backed commercial paper issue
has been reported in depth here in the Legislature, has been reported
by ATB. In December there should be a final reconciliation with the
Montreal accord at that time. No doubt ATB will come forward
with some figures and some more information, but we have already
provided everything that is available, and there shall be more. Stay
tuned. Sometime about mid-December there should be a further
report on the reconciliation of the Montreal accord.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you. My third question is to the minister
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of health. This is regarding the $80 million transition costs related
to moving to a single health board. Given that the Capital health
authority has surplus office space, why is the Alberta Health
Services Board renting really posh downtown offices in Manulife
Place? Why don’t we save a few dollars and have the Alberta
Health Services Board locate in the Capital health authority
building?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Health Services Board is
provided a budget to run the operations of Alberta Health Services,
and the decisions are not for this minister to make.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Elder Abuse

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The safety and security of
Albertans is indeed important. Recently the government has
announced several initiatives to reduce crime and to help prevent not
just the symptoms but the root causes of it. However, much of the
focus has been on protecting Albertans in general and hasn’t looked
specifically at the safety of seniors. My questions are to the Minister
of Seniors and Community Supports. What is being done to help
seniors at risk in our province?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, violence against anyone,
regardless of their age, is wrong. Abuse of seniors, often referred to
as elder abuse, can take many forms, including psychological,
physical, sexual, or financial. Seniors or anyone concerned about a
senior who may be at risk are encouraged to reach out for help.
More information about elder abuse and local assistance is available
on the Alberta Elder Abuse Awareness Network website or by
contacting my ministry. Certainly, if somebody thinks that a senior
is at immediate risk for safety, they should be contacting their local
police.

Mrs. Sarich: My second question to the same minister: how about
those seniors who are being abused and have nowhere to go? What
options are available for them?

Mrs. Jablonski: Mr. Speaker, in addition to the emergency shelters
available to all Albertans there are two safe shelters dedicated solely
to seniors. The Alberta government provides financial support to the
Kerby house in Calgary and to the Edmonton Seniors’ Safe House
in Edmonton. In addition, we partner with the Alberta government’s
prevention of family violence and bullying, which also protects
seniors against abuse.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question is to the
same minister. I also know of some cases where seniors’ savings or
assets have been taken advantage of by family members, caregivers,
or friends. Is there anything being done to make seniors more aware
of this and how seniors can protect themselves?

Mrs. Jablonski: Mr. Speaker, financial abuse is one of the most
common forms of elder abuse, and it is often at the hands of
someone they trust. This past summer for World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day we focused on awareness of financial abuse, and we

distributed almost 4,000 information packages across the province
about this issue. We work with the Alberta Elder Abuse Awareness
Network to develop and distribute financial abuse information to
help seniors and seniors’ service providers understand what financial
abuse is, indicators of financial abuse, and where to get help.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Commercial Vehicle Drivers’ Hours of Service

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government is not
addressing a key aspect of transportation safety. The federal
commercial drivers’ hours of service regulations ensure that truck
drivers do not drive when tired. After 10 years of national discus-
sion these regulations were passed to set strong standards, ensuring
that commercial drivers are safe and well rested, but this government
has refused to adopt the safer standards. To the Minister of Trans-
portation: why has the Alberta government not implemented the
commercial drivers’ hours of service regulations?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, as I said yesterday, this government
never ever jumps to knee-jerk reactions and just goes along with
whatever other people think is best for our province. We believe in
consultation. We believe in talking to everybody. Yes, we do have
people on both sides of the fence on this one. All of our large
interprovincial companies are already regulated under the national
hours of service regulation because they’re interprovincially
licensed. But we have a lot of small companies in Alberta. We have
a lot of ma-and-pa operations. We have a lot of owner-operator
operations. They’re saying that they cannot survive under those new
hours of service. We’re looking for exemptions, but we’re also
making sure that our highways are safe.

Dr. Swann: Well, Mr. Speaker, the evidence is to the contrary. All
other provinces, the Alberta Motor Transport Association, the
Petroleum Services Association, and other industry groups all
support this regulation. For industry this is a no-brainer. Why does
this minister and this government think that driving more hours
without required rest is safer than standards agreed upon by
everyone else in the country?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, we’re not talking about driving more
hours here. We have a system that was brought in. We aren’t the
only province that hasn’t signed on. Saskatchewan hasn’t signed on,
and we haven’t signed on. Our hours aren’t a lot different than the
hours of service: what we run in Alberta and enforce and are very
strict on. There are other parts of that that fall into effect that we’re
dealing with the federal government today. One of them is our
weight threshold. We have thousands and thousands of trucks in
Alberta that are licensed over 4,500 kilograms. In Alberta we
believe they have to be 11,000, and that’s what we’re dealing on
before we put all these people out of business.

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, for 10 years we’ve been negotiating
around this issue. Why is more consultation required? Industry
wants to see more safe road standards. Who is lobbying you to
protect these hours, these longer hours of driving in this province?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, nobody is actually lobbying me, but
there are people bringing forward what they believe they need and
what would still address all of the safety in Alberta. I can’t believe
the hon. member there would just say: “Oh, there are 10 years. Why
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do we have to consult? Let’s just put some people out of business.
That’s the way to go.” 1 don’t believe it’s the way to go, and so do
a lot of taxpaying Albertans.

2:20

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed
by the hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Resource Development and Environmental Management

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In April the Environment
minister deflected questions about the impact of tailings ponds on
water quality, saying that CEMA, among others, had the matter in
hand. At that time the minister had in his possession a
PricewaterhouseCoopers report that said: “CEMA members have
become frustrated . . . Many are concerned that further delays are
inevitable and the likelihood of environmental management catching
up with development in the region is near impossible.” To the
Minister of Environment: how can Albertans trust this government
to take real action to protect the environment when it took eight
months to come clean about their failures in relation to CEMA?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s no secret that there have been
issues related to CEMA. We have not hidden the fact that the First
Nations participants have removed themselves from the process.
There are some NGOs that have also felt that the process was not
serving them well. As a result, we felt it prudent to have an outside
review of the program. In fact, we had two reviews: one by
PricewaterhouseCoopers and the other one that is dealing specifi-
cally with First Nations issues. One of those reviews has been
completed, and the other one is still under way.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Eight months after the
government received the first part of this report that they commis-
sioned on CEMA, it was only finally made public around the same
time that the NDP caucus FOIP on that report was due.

Now, your own report states that to make CEMA work, the
government “must enable a fully functioning regulatory backstop.”
Eight months later the government has done nothing. To the same
minister. These recommendations are focused on a need to protect
the environment. Why won’t you act now to protect these areas?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, we think it’s wise and prudent for
us to wait until the second report has been completed so that we can
take the issues of all stakeholders into account. The member talks
about an NDP FOIP request. Frankly, I think it’s probably better if
the government releases the report rather than the NDP releasing the
report with their own spin on it.

Ms Notley: Well, we’d love to have the government do it if they’d
do it within eight months, but I guess that’s what we were pressed to.

Albertans want their government to take real action to protect the
environment, not simply distract them with smoke and mirrors
language, with processes and meaningless consultation. Your own
report states that government needs to step up to make CEMA
effective. Consensus decision-making can’t be used as a tool for
delay, and CEMA needs to be restructured so it’s not dominated by
industry. To the same minister: why won’t you do this?

Mr. Renner: What the report also says is that CEMA should not be
discontinued, that there is a role for an organization like this. I’ve

indicated to you, Mr. Speaker, that we’ve commissioned two
separate reports: one that the member is referring to and another one
that deals specifically with aboriginal issues. Once that second
report has been completed, I can assure the member that the
government is prepared to act.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne, followed
by the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Livestock and Meat Strategy

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to continue the
questions that I had yesterday to the Minister of Agriculture and
Rural Development, but this time [ want to talk about my producers
in Whitecourt-Ste. Anne, you know, who are concerned with some
of the aspects of the Alberta livestock and meat strategy. Specifi-
cally, the producers are hearing that a lot of the available funding,
which was originally $300 million that was going to be used to cover
payments to producers, that that $300 million now presumably is not
fully available to the producers and that administration costs are
going to eat up a large portion of that. It’s hard for me to believe
this, and I’d like some clarification from the minister. Is, in fact, the
$300 million in total going to the producers for payments?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Groeneveld: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Once again, some
misconceptions and some things that are not true. All of the $300
million that was announced in June is going directly to the produc-
ers, and it certainly is not being used for administration costs. To
date almost $190 million has been provided to producers. So if you
do the math, this government approved $300 million as part of the
livestock and meat strategy; another $110 million remains available
for producers who meet the requirements.

Mr. VanderBurg: Well, thank you, Minister, for clearing that up.

Back to age verification. You know, the issue about verification
being mandatory bothers a lot of producers. Minister, why isn’t this
a conditional requirement rather than a mandatory requirement?

Mr. Groeneveld: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’d be happy to explain this.
I was told time and time again in Asia that without age verification
we will not be expanding our market access over there. We’re even
losing market over there and the market share right here in Alberta
to our competitors who are age verifying.

We knew this was important a number of years ago, in 2006. We
were close to making it mandatory, and 1.4 million Alberta cattle
were age verified. Industry assured us that they could keep these
numbers up doing it voluntarily. Well, Mr. Speaker, on the advice
of the beef industry we backed off mandatory, and the following
year that number dropped to 140,000. So going from 1.4 million to
140,000: clearly, a voluntary system will not work.

Mr. VanderBurg: Again, thank you for that clarification. I have a
feeling that a number of producers in my constituency and, Mr.
Speaker, probably in your constituency as well won’t meet the
mandatory requirements. What are the penalties going to be for
these producers, these families that decide not to meet the age
verification compliance?

Mr. Groeneveld: Mr. Speaker, within all of the legislation we’ve
always taken a reasonable approach to our expectations of our
producers. Education certainly is one way to ensure compliance.
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Let me assure you that common sense will prevail. We will not have
age verification police running around the province. What is
important is the ability to identify animals, and that means getting
our entire industry committed to making this happen.

Mr. Speaker, I can assure you that in your area and in the hon.
member’s area | will follow through on people who submit false
information.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-East.

Postsecondary Education Affordability

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Postsecondary students in
this province struggle to manage the responsibility and stress of their
studies as well as the financial burden of paying for them. This
government in 2005 said that Alberta’s postsecondary system would
be the most affordable in Canada. Alberta has one of the highest
tuition rates in Canada, a 4.7 per cent increase this year above the
national average, which is 3.6. To the Minister of Advanced
Education and Technology: how can the minister account for this
government’s failure to fulfill this commitment from 2005?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, I don’t see that
we are failing our students in any way, shape, or form. We’re
talking about access; we’re talking about affordability. Tuition is
one component of the affordability piece. Affordability includes the
cost of books, which we’re looking at reducing. It includes the cost
of living within the province. It includes student loans. We’re the
only province that has the remission program on student loans and,
in fact, the most generous student finance package in the country.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you. To the same minister. Student usage of
food banks is at an all-time high, student debt loads in the tens of
thousands of dollars. Why is it that students continue to face
skyrocketing tuition and residential fees when the government
assured students that their schooling would be affordable?

Mr. Horner: Well, Mr. Speaker, what the hon. member is spouting
makes for good rhetoric. Unfortunately, a lot of it is not actually
factual. Our students graduate with some of the lowest debt loads in
this country. We are in the middle to lower end of the pack on
tuition, and we have capped tuition increases to the consumer price
index, which other provinces are moving towards. In fact, other
provinces that had capped and stopped increases to tuition are now
releasing those caps, and I think students in other provinces are
going to find substantially higher increases in tuition than what our
students enjoy in the province of Alberta.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you for that. But according to this, the increase
was still above the national average.

Since current living allowances provided through student loans are
still not enough to cover the cost of living for many students, even
with the 14 per cent increase given last year, will the government act
to adjust the living allowances to reflect the reality of the housing
market that these students are facing?

Mr. Horner: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member rightly pointed out that
we increased living allowances 14 per cent this budget year. We are

in the throes, obviously, of working on the next budget year, and the
hon. member has asked me a question about that. We’re working
with our student associations from across the province on the entire
affordability framework. As well, the hon. member mentioned that
this told her that the increase was higher than the national average.
I’m not aware of what “this” is, so I can’t suggest what the accuracy
of that report might be.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-East, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

2:30 Safety in Schools

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Each day hundreds of
thousands of young Albertans are sent off to school by their parents
and/or guardians. We trust our school principals and our teachers
with the most precious members of our society: our children. We
expect them to enrol in schools that are safe and, most importantly,
caring. My question is to the hon. Minister of Infrastructure. Can
the minister tell us how he is ensuring that our schools are designed
to provide a healthy and safe environment for our students?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hayden: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The health and safety
of Alberta’s schoolchildren and the staff in those schools, I can
assure the hon. member, are of the utmost importance to us. I think
our example that we require buildings to meet a minimum LEED
silver standard is evidence of that commitment. With the standards
we require, we provide a healthier environment through improved
air quality and the use of natural light. Numerous studies have
indicated to us that improved air quality makes a big difference in
the learning environment and the success that students have. We
also design our schools in a way that the sightlines are good. For
security reasons we ensure that the public cannot get into areas that
we need restricted with security doors.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental
question is to the hon. Minister of Education. We have had several
incidents in recent weeks where students have been harmed while at
school. Can the minister explain who is responsible for ensuring the
safety of our children while attending school?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. While it’s impossible
to guarantee that no incident will ever happen, it is very important
to ensure and to assure that our schools are safe and caring places.
The School Act provides that a “student enrolled in a school
operated by the board [needs to be] provided with a safe and caring
environment that fosters and maintains respectful and responsible
behaviours.” It’s a shared responsibility. The provincial govern-
ment has a responsibility. School boards need to put in place
policies with respect to safety in their schools. Of course, the
operation of schools under the day-to-day administration of the
school needs to adhere to the requirement of the School Act. It’s a
shared responsibility. We have a safe and caring schools program.
The ATA has participated in that as well.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
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Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the hon. Minister
of Education: with so many people involved in supporting our
students in our schools — teachers, aides, and support staff — how can
we ensure that our school boards are properly screening people that
they are hiring?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, society holds teachers and others
in the education administration to a high standard of conduct, being
that they are entrusted with the care and custody of our children,
often with minimal external supervision. As professionals teachers
are required by legislation to conduct themselves in such a way as to
maintain the honour and the dignity of the profession. The code of
professional conduct sets out the standards of the profession that
teachers are required to meet.

Mr. Speaker, last night 1 had the privilege of attending the
Edmonton public school board’s teacher induction, the ATA local
induction. A hundred new teachers were inducted last night, and
each one of them pledged to uphold that code of conduct. It was
read out to them. They’re well aware of it. They do, quite frankly,
a very good job for our students.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Montrose.

Early Education for At-risk Children

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Education
used parental choice to justify the recent dramatic increase in
funding for private schools. However, the Minister of Education
remains unwilling to give parents the choice to put their kids into
full-day kindergarten, claiming that it is too expensive in this current
economic climate. Full-day kindergarten is an investment. Giving
parents choices that will result in the best outcomes for their children
should be the guiding principle behind funding initiatives. In 2003
the Alberta Commission on Learning reported that full-day kinder-
garten may reduce the long-term cost for special and remedial
education. Why is the government unwilling to invest in full-day
kindergarten for at-risk children?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. With every choice
there comes an issue of priority and allocation of resources. This
government is not refusing and this minister is not refusing to allow
parents choice. In fact, school divisions right across this province
are putting in place programs that respond to the needs of parents
and their children, and many of them are offering full-day kindergar-
ten. The question is: how do you allocate resources to maximize the
opportunity for students to be successful? School boards are doing
just that with the resources that they’re given. Do they want more
resources? Absolutely. Do we need to look at more resources?
Absolutely. But I think you just heard the minister of finance in the
House talk about the climate that we’re moving into and the
resources that are going to be available.

Mr. Chase: It’s important that the minister pointed out that it is, in
fact, school boards who are providing the full-day kindergarten.
They’re scraping because they know it’s an important program not
supplied by this government.

Why is the Minister of Education unwilling to give parents of at-
risk children a real choice by reallocating the major increase for
private schools towards supporting full-day kindergarten, the biggest
bang for your buck?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, the allocation of resources to the
private schools amounts to $8 million, which provided for a number
of students, and if they had moved into the public system either
under an agreement for a partnership program or because that school
could no longer exist, it would have actually drawn more resources
to deal with those same students. It would have diminished the
resources available for choice in the public school system, not added
toit. It’s always a question of how you allocate resources appropri-
ately. We share that responsibility with the school boards, and quite
frankly they’re doing a great job.

Mr. Chase: This business of privatization doing the public a favour
is a joke. It’s used for justifying private health care; now it’s for
private education.

Given the known value of identifying special needs early on, why
does the government continue to support costly, too-late-to-make-a-
difference provincial assessment testing instead of implementing
badly needed early diagnostic testing? You want a good invest-
ment? Test early.

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, if you want a good investment,
test early, but don’t test the grade 3s because it puts too much stress
on them; don’t test the other group because we don’t want to be
accountable.

The reality is and this member should understand that assessment
is a very important part of learning. Using that assessment to assist
in learning is the most fundamental piece, but using that assessment
to report to the public the job that’s being done by the education
system is also important. People come from around the world to
look at the education system here in this province because the
fundamentals are strong. Those fundamentals are good teaching and
good assessment practices.

Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped

Mr. Bhullar: Mr. Speaker, I have met and continue to meet with
constituents who are either clients of or have relatives that are clients
of the AISH program. Their situations are sometimes very different
from one another due to individuals on AISH having varying
abilities. Some are able to work part-time while others cannot. My
questions are to the Minister of Seniors and Community Supports.
What is the government doing to recognize the varying abilities of
AISH clients?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 had the opportunity this
summer to visit some jurisdictions with different programs, and I can
honestly say that I think our AISH program is one of the very best
in this country. In the summer, in July, we increased the AISH
exemption for people who are able to work so that they are now able
to collect more money from their work without losing any of their
benefits, so now they can earn up to $500 more per month. We’ve
also got some pilot programs. Anybody who is entering the
workforce can try out these pilot programs to see if they’re capable
of being in the workforce and if the workforce fits their needs.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The income exemption
helps those who can work, but what about those who cannot work?

Mrs. Jablonski: Mr. Speaker, all AISH clients are eligible for a
number of benefits, including premium-free Alberta health care



November 18, 2008

Alberta Hansard

1903

insurance, eye and dental care, and a waiver of Alberta Aids to Daily
Living program fees. They may also be eligible for supplementary
assistance to help support their unique needs, such as travel benefits,
child care benefits, emergency benefits, and special diet benefits.
AISH clients, like all Albertans, are also able to access supports
from other provincial programs.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My last question is also to
the same minister. On my visit to a community resource centre |
was approached by somebody in the parking lot who brought up the
issue of AISH support not keeping pace with the rising cost of
living. How do you respond to their call for a rate increase?

2:40

Mrs. Jablonski: Mr. Speaker, we certainly understand that the
increased cost of living puts a great strain on our AISH clients.
That’s why in January of this year we increased AISH by another
$50 to a maximum benefit level of $1,088 per month, once again one
of the very best income support programs in Canada. This was the
fourth increase in three years, and those increases amount to about
25 per cent. In addition, we have committed to reviewing the AISH
program every two years.

The Speaker: Hon. members, that was 96 questions and responses
today.

We have two members still to participate in Members’ Statements,
and we’ll proceed to that, then, after a 30-second break.

Members’ Statements
(continued)

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Wetaskiwin-Camrose.

Edgeworth Centre

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The old adage that if you
build it, they will come is perhaps overused, but in the case of the
beautiful new Edgeworth Centre in Camrose it’s more than appropri-
ate. The Edgeworth Centre has been open now for about 15 months
and has already played host to a number of very significant events,
including international events. The mostrecent was the world junior
A hockey challenge, which took place from November 2 to 9.

The facility is unique, Mr. Speaker, in that it was created by a
partnership of the city and county of Camrose, various other
municipalities, the University of Alberta Augustana faculty, and the
East Central regional health authority. The centre is far more than
several new hockey rinks. It is truly a wellness centre already
boasting over 1,200 members in its fitness centre. 1’d like to
suggest, sir, that it should be a prototype for what other communities
might be considering as they develop their facilities.

Mr. Speaker, you and my colleagues may know that Camrose has
developed a bit of a reputation as a host of major international
sporting events. The 25-year history of the Viking Cup would be a
good example of that. This recent tournament featured teams from
Canada, Russia, Germany, Belarus, and the U.S.A., and many
dozens of NHL, college, and junior scouts were there to watch
tomorrow’s stars. | want to congratulate a very strong team from the
U.S.A., which won the gold medal. We can also be very proud of
our two Canadian teams in the tournament, Team West winning the
silver medal and Team East winning the bronze.

It’s safe to say that Camrose would not have been able to host this
event, Mr. Speaker, without this new Edgeworth Centre. Although

it’s much more compact, it has the feel of an NHL arena, and it’s
already gained a reputation both nationally and internationally as a
first-class, premier facility. It has allowed the community to kick off
the tournament with a Tom Cochrane concert and to finish the
tournament with a national television broadcast of the gold medal
game.

As important as buildings are, sir, it’s the people that pulled off
this tournament that are really the key to its success. I want to thank
and congratulate them.

On to the next big event: the Continental Cup of Curling in
December.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks.

Cheadle Lions Canadian Foodgrains Bank Project

Mr. Doerksen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Service clubs, church
groups, and communities around Alberta and across Canada have for
many years partnered with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank to help
reduce world hunger. The Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a partner-
ship of Canadian church-based, nongovernmental agencies commit-
ted to ending world hunger.

Beginning in 2007 the Cheadle Lions Club undertook a project to
grow and harvest wheat to sell, with the proceeds going to the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Last year, its inaugural year, the
Cheadle Lions Canadian Foodgrains Bank harvest project grew,
harvested, and sold 190 acres of CPS wheat, yielding 99.6 bushels
per acre, and donated those profits to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
This year 50 farmers using 42 combines and six trucks volunteered
their time, labour, and equipment and harvested 139 acres of canola,
which yielded 72 bushels per acre, another bumper crop by any-
body’s standard.

Commitment from the community was overwhelming, with
support coming from as far away as Montana. The club estimates
that this event raised up to $100,000. With the government of
Canada matching funds raised for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank at
a4 to 1 ratio, the amount raised could potentially reach nearly half
a million dollars. Preparations for next year’s event are already
under way with plans to break the world record for the fastest
harvest with over 100 combines on the fiel