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1:30 p.m. Thursday, November 20, 2008

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. As we conclude for this week our work in this
Assembly, we renew our energies with thanks so that we may
continue our work with the people in the constituencies we repre-
sent. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Visitors

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Cao: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my honour to rise and
introduce to you and through you a delegation of the Canada-China
Legislative Co-operation Project.

Seated in the Speaker’s gallery is a group of trainees headed by
Mr. He, Deputy Director-General, Budget and Final Account
Examination and Supervision Office of the Budget Affairs Commis-
sion of the National People’s Congress. Mr. He is joined by
colleagues Mr. Chen, Mr. Wang, Mr. Sun, Mr. Lu, Mr. Lin, Mr. Li,
Mr. Xu, Mr. Zheng, Mr. Wang, Mr. Zhou, Mr. Zhao, Mr. Mao, Ms
Wang, and Ms Kong. The delegation is accompanied by Mrs.
Amelita Armit, president and CEO of the Parliamentary Centre, and
Mr. Ivo Balinov, Ms Naiwen Liu, and Mr. James Zhang, also of the
Parliamentary Centre.

Visiting the Alberta Legislature both today and tomorrow, this
visit provides an opportunity for dialogue between Alberta and
Chinese parliamentarians, officials, and experts on issues, reforms,
challenges, and achievements in parliament’s role in the budget
process and potential areas of mutually beneficial co-operation in
this area.

I would like them to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome from the House. The Alberta Legislature welcomes the
delegation from China. [Remarks in Mandarin]

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly 83
enthusiastic and inquisitive grade 6 students from George P.
Nicholson elementary school in the riding of Edmonton-Whitemud.
Accompanying the students are their teachers, Ms Antoniuk, Ms
Becker, Mrs. Schmitz, and Mrs. Sprague along with parent helpers
Ms Oszust, Mr. Sharp, Mrs. Drever, Mrs. Yakimchuk, Mrs. Reimer,
Mrs. Rolfson, Ms Oujla, Mr. Krupa, Mrs. Lentz, Ms Homynyk, and
Mrs. Dhanji as well as Marvin Melnychuk. They are seated in the
members’ gallery and the public gallery, and I would ask them to
rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathcona.

Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise today
and introduce to you and through you to all members of this
Assembly a group of 20 bright and talented grade 6 students from
the Fultonvale elementary school who are visiting the Legislature
today from the incredible constituency of Strathcona. They are

accompanied by their teacher, Karin Bittner, and parent helpers Lisa
Cooper, Joanne Mack, Shelley Chalifoux, Nora Buxton, Larry
Skolski, Roswitha Latta, and Deanna Pollard. They are seated in the
members’ gallery, and I would like to ask that they all rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s with great
pleasure that I introduce to you and through you to this Assembly the
council officers and members of the Association of United Ukrainian
Canadians.

The Association of United Ukrainian Canadians was founded 90
years ago. Originally a fraternal order dedicated to promoting
culture education and providing economic insurance benefits for
workers, the association was known as the Ukrainian Labour Temple
Association. Their national newspapers promoted workers’ and
farmers’ rights, and members were active in the foundation of the
social democratic movement in Canada. As well as preserving and
expanding Ukrainian culture in Canada, their choirs and dancers
were some of the first to tour the country, exposing other Canadians
to Ukrainian cultural traditions.

Mr. Speaker, I would now ask my guests to rise as I call their
names to receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly:
Eve Doskoch, Bill Uhryn, Victor Horon, Blyth Nuttall, Jay Smith,
and Mike Uhryn. Please give them a warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. It’s a great
privilege for me to rise and introduce to you and to all members of
the Assembly some of my constituents: Ed Sperling; his parents,
Felix and Janet; and Ed’s grandmother Eva Haley.

Now, the Sperlings are with us today because they’re concerned
about our health care system’s reluctance to diagnose Lyme disease,
which Ed fell victim to some time ago. Felix and Janet had to jump
through quite a few hoops to get treatment for Lyme disease while
Ed himself fell into a catatonic state for a month or longer. Eventu-
ally, California testing diagnosed Ed with Lyme disease, and proper
antibiotics were administered. He has made a full recovery. The
Sperlings are hoping their story will bring the changes needed to
prevent other families from enduring the ordeal they had to suffer.

I would ask all members of the Assembly to please give the
Sperlings a warm welcome. Thank you.

The Speaker: Are there others? The hon. Member for Calgary-
Currie.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise in the
House today and introduce to you and through you to all members
of the Assembly 25 keen and enthusiastic grade 9 social studies
students from Masters Academy and College in Calgary-Currie
along with their teachers, Mr. Neil Nystrom and Mr. Byron
Thiessen, and parent helper Scott Roddick. My group is not here
right now. They arrived for their picture and then went on their tour.
They’re coming in during question period, and they’ll join us then.
But I would ask the members of the Assembly to give them the
traditional warm welcome of the House at this time.

The Speaker: Are there others?
Would you join with me, then, in congratulating the hon. Member
for Grande Prairie-Wapiti. He’s celebrating an anniversary today.
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Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Special Education Consultation

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There is no doubt that
issues involving children with special needs evoke strong emotional
responses from Albertans and that those who work with special-
needs students are passionate about ensuring the best opportunities
for these children. I’'m pleased to tell you about Setting the Direc-
tion for Special Education in Alberta, a project that will examine
special education in its entirety. I’'m honoured to chair a steering
committee of 16 passionate Albertans who were appointed by the
Minister of Education to lead this important initiative. The group is
made up of people with a variety of backgrounds, thus bringing a
variety of perspectives. Each perspective is valued, and each
member has a unique interest in special education.

Mr. Speaker, Setting the Direction engages Albertans in creating
a framework that creates common language and understanding
around the vision, principles, policy, accountability, and funding that
is based on continuous improvement for education of students with
special needs. Our first round of consultation has already begun. It
is important for us to hear from the broadest mix of audience
through either online consultations or by participating in our live
consultations being conducted all over the province. The first phase
will result in a discussion paper in 2009 and will be followed by a
second phase of consultation in early spring to explore the frame-
work options. A final consultation will be held through a minister’s
forum in Edmonton next June.

I’'m looking forward to hearing what Albertans have to say
because each opinion counts, and each piece of background makes
a difference. I urge all Albertans to become involved in setting the
direction for special education in this province.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

1:40 Lyme Disease

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Lyme disease is a bacterial
infection transmitted to humans by a bite from an infected tick. Ed
Sperling, a young constituent of mine who I just introduced, has
battled not only this disease but the conflicting information about
Lyme disease in Alberta’s health care system. Ed was tested for
Lyme disease, but the diagnosis came back negative under Alberta
criteria, and Ed slid into a protracted catatonic state.

Ed’s parents persisted in their search for a diagnosis and sent their
son’s blood to California. Those tests came back positive. But
without a positive diagnosis from an Alberta lab, any physician
willing to treat the disease risks censure by the Alberta college.
Alberta Health reports that Lyme bacteria are not found in Alberta,
and our Provincial Lab recommends that patients without a realistic
likelihood of Lyme exposure should not be screened. Yet, Mr.
Speaker, Capital health reports that Lyme bacteria have been found
even in the Edmonton area in ticks in the river valley. Clearly, there
are obvious deficits in the available background information,
diagnostic criteria, and testing recommendations for Lyme disease
in Alberta.

Tomorrow Janet and Felix, Ed’s parents, who are both entomolo-
gists at the U of A, will join other scientists to discuss Lyme disease
at a University of Calgary workshop sponsored by the Canadian
Lyme Disease Foundation. I urge this government to work with the
Canadian Lyme Disease Foundation, otherwise known as CanLyme,

on a formal public review and work with federal agencies to revise
Lyme disease testing. Albertans who catch Lyme disease need
proper diagnosis and treatment.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mackay.

Water for Life Strategy

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last night Alberta
celebrated five years of Water for Life and recognized the many
stakeholders and individuals who had a hand in making the Water
for Life strategy such a success. Our partnerships are the vehicles,
the champions of Water for Life. Without these partnerships we
would not be where we are today and would not be able to reach our
goals of tomorrow.

After five years of hard work, of learning, of success it is time to
say thank you. Thank you to all those who had a role in establishing
Water for Life, a comprehensive and forward-thinking framework
that remains one of North America’s leading water management
strategies. The strategies of five years ago set the foundation for
improved water management throughout Alberta today.

One of Water for Life’s biggest accomplishments is its partners,
the 140 watershed stewardship groups who implement on-the-ground
measures to increase public awareness and encourage individual
action: the watershed planning and advisory councils, who bring
together different sectors to do the planning and research necessary
for informed decision-making; the Alberta Water Council, who
develop consensus-based recommendations to improve provincial
policy, including the Water for Life renewal recommendations and
the wetlands policy recommendations; the people of Alberta, who
demonstrate their concern for Alberta’s water challenges by being
a part of the solution.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank them again in this House for all
they have done for this province in the past five years and all that
they will do in the coming years.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lesser Slave Lake.

U of A Faculty of Native Studies

Ms Calahasen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the University of
Alberta, which is my alma mater, celebrates its centenary, the
Faculty of Native Studies, the only such faculty in Canada, also
celebrates 20 years since granting its first degree in 1988. In fact,
321 graduates have now received their degrees in native studies.
The faculty currently has 131 students, about 50 per cent of whom
are nonaboriginal.

Many constituents of mine have received their bachelor’s,
master’s, and PhD degrees from this very faculty. Not only were
they challenged by the content but indicated that the faculty staff
were exemplary.

The Faculty of Native Studies doesn’t only serve Albertans and
Canadians. They also have international research partnerships with
indigenous scholars in New Zealand and Nicaragua. Since inception
it has been successful in developing many other partnerships. These
include joint degree programs with the Faculty of Agriculture, Life
and Environmental Sciences, the Faculty of Education, and a new
joint degree in planning with the Faculty of Physical Education and
Recreation.

Last May the Faculty of Native Studies launched its new program
in aboriginal leadership, governance, and partnership and acknowl-
edged the firm support of this government for this new program.
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Congratulations to the Faculty of Native Studies and all the people
who have graduated from that program, and thank you for your
commitment.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Athabasca-Redwater.

National Housing Day

Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This coming Saturday,
November 22, is National Housing Day. The need for affordable
housing and supports for homeless people continues to be a signifi-
cant challenge across Canada, and Alberta is no exception. About
11,000 people in Alberta have no place to call home and rely on
shelters for food and a safe bed. Other entry-level workers move to
Alberta and end up couch surfing while trying to find a permanent
address.

In response the Premier created Canada’s only stand-alone
ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, a ministry solely dedicated
to resolving these challenges. With community and municipal
partners Housing and Urban Affairs has supported several key
programs, including the homeless and eviction prevention fund, the
direct rent supplement program, the rapid exit program in Edmonton,
and the Pathways to Housing program in Calgary.

These valuable programs are yielding real progress. Last year
over 50,000 Albertans were assisted in keeping their homes or
moving to other housing. The government and its partners are on
track to achieve a goal of 11,000 affordable housing units by 2012.
This year the development of 2,200 affordable housing units was
added to the 3,400 supported last year. Alberta cities are already
also receiving $112 million in block funding for additional afford-
able housing units, and $142 million in capital funding was allocated
for the creation of affordable housing. RFPs were open to non-
profits, private developers, and municipalities. In Calgary 60
homeless families were successfully placed in permanent safe houses
during the first year of a two-year rapid exit pilot project, and a
similar project has been launched in Edmonton.

Mr. Speaker, by continuing to work with Alberta’s communities,
nonprofits, and private industry, we can end homelessness as we
know it today and build a stronger Alberta, a place where all
Albertans can feel at home.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Fiscal Responsibility

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Alberta is riding
an economic roller coaster. After a steep climb everyone is
wondering how far the next drop will be. Over the past several years
the province has brought in temporary foreign workers to accommo-
date an overheated economy. The government does not worry too
much about their rights. These workers are seen as a disposable
commodity.

Even now as unemployment begins to rise, the government is
going ahead with its plan to export jobs by sending bitumen down
new pipelines to upgraders in the United States. This is clearly not
in the public interest, but it’s a favour to the oil industry that the
government is determined to deliver. The favours are piling up, Mr.
Speaker.

Before the last election the government announced a small
increase in royalties for oil and gas that would still keep Alberta’s
royalty rates among the lowest in the world. Yesterday the govern-
ment backtracked by announcing a new five-year royalty holiday
which will cut further into the province’s declining revenues. The

day before a sweetheart royalty deal was announced with Syncrude.

The cost of such short-sightedness to Alberta’s economy will be
significant and will only add to the tight fiscal situation the province
is facing in the coming years, one that was outlined in the Mintz
report released yesterday. Dr. Mintz warned that Alberta is heading
towards a deficit if it does not take significant steps to plan for the
long term, but the government is heading in the opposite direction
and is repeating the mistakes of the past. It gives tax cuts and
royalty breaks to its friends in oil and gas, which then forces the
government to choose between a large deficit or massive cuts to
programs like health and education, which the public depends upon.
The government can’t seem to break this dysfunctional cycle, and
Albertans will again pay the price.

Thank you.

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Mr. Prins: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On April 17, 2008, the
Assembly passed Government Motion 8, which directed the
Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders
and Printing to review and consider the temporary amendments to
the standing orders and other issues relating to the proceedings in the
Assembly. As chair of this committee I am pleased to rise today to
table five copies of the committee’s final report on this matter and
to have copies of the report distributed to all hon. members of this
Assembly. [ would like to acknowledge the support provided to the
committee by the staff of the Legislative Assembly Office, and I
would also like to thank all committee members for their input in the
review process, particularly the House leaders for their hard work on
this project.
Thank you.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Provincial Fiscal Strategy

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government’s claim
that it is debt free is just not true. Only when this government
acknowledges the true scale of the situation will we be able to find
appropriate solutions. This government claims the province is debt
free, but it isn’t. To the President of the Treasury Board: will he
admit that the current infrastructure deficit in Alberta is conserva-
tively at least $12 billion and that this government’s financial
situation is far more perilous than his earlier bravado would suggest?

1:50

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, I would admit that it takes a lot of
money and good planning to maintain a lot of roads and a lot of
buildings. There are times when we allocate money to upgrade
buildings, to maintain roads. We do that within the total context of
what’s available from the pool to do. There are many other
provinces in Canada that have not had the luxury to be able to
budget like that. If you take the nation-wide shortage or infrastruc-
ture deficit, his numbers may be true. They’re certainly not true
here.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you. Actually, Mr. Speaker, when you add
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the teachers’ pension liability, the infrastructure debt, and P3
liabilities, you get over $20 billion of provincial debt. Again to the
same minister: why won’t this government admit it has a huge debt?

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, to confuse the teachers’ pension
liability with infrastructure liability may be a method that works
over there. Let’s be clear: there are tremendous pressures on
pension funds of every kind right now around the world. We made
some very appropriate moves last year to remove the unfunded
portion of the teachers’ pension to assist the new teachers coming in
where they could pay a fair amount to it. Ifthe hon. member doesn’t
like that part, I’'m not sure why. We do have pensions that will need
to be topped up, but you also need to wait until the people that
administer these pensions can come back to us with the numbers.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’re simply trying to get
this government to admit the facts so that it can appropriately
respond to a very challenging situation. The President of the
Treasury Board continues to deny some very obvious problems.
There was no strategy during our recent years of plenty. We see
ourselves staring at a heritage fund that has dramatically lost value
and at a large set of provincial liabilities. Again to the same
minister: why does this government have no fiscal strategy?

Mr. Snelgrove: You know, I hope they pay for some of this at
home.

Have no strategy, Mr. Speaker? We’re the only province that’s
debt free. We have set aside billions of dollars into a sustainability
fund in case some of the things outside of our control happen. We
have control of our spending, and we have control of the priorities
that Albertans have. Addressing those priorities with the available
dollars is what we do. It’s difficult to understand how this hon.
member would think we could control the global economy. I mean,
they’re very good at hindsight governance. But, you know, looking
forward, we have set the financial house in order for this province
for many decades down the road.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Investment and Savings Strategy

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Without any fiscal strategy —
and, honestly, people out there don’t see that you have one — even
after years of plenty Alberta is in a fragile financial situation. This
government simply spends without any strategy. The government
is refusing to admit it has a problem, and this denial prevents any
real change from happening and keeps this province in a position of
fiscal peril. Again to the same minister. In last year’s budget the
government forecast oil prices of $54 for 2008. How has this
government managed to let things get so far out of control when oil
revenues . . .

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Snelgrove: Two year ago that’s what the experts in the industry
thought oil was going to be. We forecast based on information we
get. You know, to suggest that somehow Albertans out there don’t
understand our plan, where I represent, 81 and a half per cent of
them understood your plan, and they voted for me. I mean, I find it
somewhat surprising that we can be accused of having no plan.

Albertans certainly must have liked something of what they saw
from our new Premier and from the history of this government
because they have rewarded them and themselves with a good solid
government for four more years.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Taft: Well, thanks, Mr. Speaker. The fact is that the price of oil
has consistently been far higher than this government forecasts,
bringing in all kinds of extra revenue, which is fine. That’s all fine,
but will the President of the Treasury Board acknowledge that
spending all that excess revenue in recent years simply overheated
the economy and set us up for a very harsh correction?

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, yesterday the finance minister laid out
very clearly the billions of dollars that Alberta has invested, whether
it’s in medical research or the heritage fund or the sustainability fund
or the capital fund, the infrastructure that we have built to keep
Albertans working, the debt that we’ve eliminated. You know, I
don’t know exactly what he was trying to prove about us forecasting
prudently. When we forecast $78 and it went up, they said: “What
are you doing? How did you not know it’s going up?” Well, then
it went down. The hon. member is certainly entitled to stand up and
tell this House any day what oil is going to be next year at this time.
If he thinks that that’s how we should plan, good. We have planned
prudently.

Dr. Taft: My point, Mr. Speaker, is that billions of dollars in excess
revenue came in in the last several years, and it’s gone. We did not
have a strategy. Without a disciplined savings approach, when the
money came in, the government just spent it wherever it wanted.
Now we’re in for hard times in this province, with the minister of
health predicting health care cuts. Will the President of the Treasury
Board admit that a savings plan isn’t just a rainy-day fund, but it is
a moral obligation to the future generations of this province?

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, it is the same as in our lives. It is
prudent to put aside for future years in a responsible way. It is also
prudent to maintain the roof and the driveway and to keep the
furnace working and to get your kids educated. But first off, you do
have to feed the kids, and you do have to keep the roof. At the end
of the day if they’ve got their education and the roof is fixed and
you’ve got some money left, you can put that in the bank. I don’t
know what kind of planning would say: let the kids go hungry, and
to hell with the roof; put the money in the bank.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Currie.

Water Transfers

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Albertans realize that our
most precious resource is water and want their government to ensure
proper water management. Yesterday’s Water for Life renewal was
long on talk but kind of short on details. To the Minister of
Environment. You’ve stated that water resources must be managed
within the capacity of individual watersheds. Are you, then,
committing to enhanced scrutiny when it comes to intrabasin — not
interbasin but intra, i-n-t-r-a, basin — transfers such as between the
Red Deer River and Bow River basins?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, I answered this exact question of his
colleague a couple days ago, and I indicated at that time that the
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Water Council has made some recommendations to us. The
recommendations acknowledge that there are intrabasin transfers
that are already in place but put a cautionary note on further
expansion of intrabasin transfers. Government is taking that
recommendation under consideration.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The minister has indicated
that he will explore economic instruments; in other words, put a
price on water. Is the minister planning a full water market in
Alberta, and has he considered if this will make water a commodity
under the North American free trade agreement and put it up for
sale?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, in case the member hasn’t noticed, we
already do have trading of water that’s going on in this province.
But I’d point out that it’s not water that’s the commodity; it’s the
licences that are being traded. That has gone on for quite some time.
Now that we’ve got a closed basin, the South Saskatchewan River
basin, there is no availability of new licences to users, so it only
makes sense that the government would facilitate the transfer of
existing licences to provide for further economic development and
expansion within the region.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Curiously, the renewed
strategy again commits to the principle of first in time, first in right
for existing water allocations. Now, the minister indicated on
Monday in this House that it’s time to revisit this 100-year-old
principle. Will he commit right now to an immediate and compre-
hensive review of the FITFIR system?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, I indicated that the FITFIR system has
served us extremely well for a hundred years. The environment that
we operate in now is different. I’'m not suggesting for a moment —
and [ want to emphasize that fact — that we should throw the system
out. What we are suggesting is that we should have a look at
whether or not the first in time, first in right system that has served
us so well in the past will continue to do so in the future and whether
there needs to be some additional regulations and policies put in
place to enhance that existing system.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for St. Albert.

2:00 Alberta Health Services Board

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The government’s
health plans are secretive, careless, and putting Albertans at risk.
Syringes were reused in hospitals, so this government decided some
people would get tested and some wouldn’t. Babies died from
syphilis, so this government axed an awareness campaign about the
disease. Experts walked away from public health because of
ministerial interference, so this government labelled them greedy
whiners. The minister today handed over the reins of the health care
system to private sector and oil and gas executives. It’s unbeliev-
able. The question is to the Minister of Health and Wellness. Why
are you abdicating the responsibility for Albertans’ health to big oil
executives?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, I think that Albertans should be pleased

that we have 15 individuals from business, from government, from
various professions that are prepared to ensure that this system for
Albertans is the most effective, most efficient, most accessible, and
sustainable into the future.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, he forgot to say the most privatized.

Board member Tony Franceschini is the CEO of Stantec engineer-
ing, a firm that makes money by building hospitals in Alberta,
including participating in the Mazankowski and the Grande Prairie
health centre and a number of others. Why is the minister ignoring
this very obvious conflict of interest?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, if he feels there’s a conflict of
interest, I would suggest he say it outside this House because there
is no conflict of interest. Mr. Franceschini is one of the pre-eminent
business leaders in this city, and if he doesn’t believe that, say so
outside, where he doesn’t have the protection of this House.

Mr. Mason: Too late, Mr. Speaker. I already have.

The fact of the matter is that he is the CEO of a company that does
an enormous amount of work for Alberta health — an enormous
amount — and he’s going to be in a conflict of interest. Why did you
appoint him? Why don’t you care about conflict of interest in this
government?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, I care dearly about conflict of interest in
this government. What we have are, as I said, 15 individuals from
various parts of this province who are prepared to ensure that we
have one of the most efficient, accessible, sustainable health care
systems in the world.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon.
Member for Lethbridge-East.

Cardiac Treatment Services in Edmonton

Mr. Allred: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Alberta Health
Services has recently announced a cardiology fundraising campaign
in connection with the C.K. Hui heart centre at the Royal Alexandra
hospital in Edmonton. My first question to the hon. Minister of
Health and Wellness is: what is the difference between the cardiac
treatment services provided at the Royal Alex and the services
provided by the Mazankowski cardiac care institute?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, that’s a good question. When I
heard the initiative — I think it was last week — I asked the same
question. What was quickly pointed out to me is that Edmonton has
a strong cardiac network, including five different facilities. Ishould
say that all of the heart patients in this particular part of the region
should be very pleased that Dr. Hui has made such a contribution.
The difference is that the Mazankowski will be used for heart
surgery and transplants, and the Hui centre is for angioplasty.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Allred: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A supplemental to the same
minister. Would it not be more efficient to house both of these
facilities under one roof?

Mr. Liepert: Well, again, I guess that’s the same sort of question
that I was asking, but I was told that, as I said, there are some five
facilities, including the Glenrose, Sturgeon, and U of A hospitals,
that all provide some facet of cardiac care. 1 would suspect that
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going forward, it will be part of what the Alberta Health Services
Board will be looking at to ensure that we are making optimum use
of our facilities.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Allred: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question is also for
the Minister of Health and Wellness. Given that there were 45,000
fixed-wing air ambulance transfers from northern Alberta last year
for various medical emergencies and the strategic location of the
Royal Alex hospital to the City Centre Airport, how reliant is this
facility on the availability of air service?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the City Centre Airport in
Edmonton provides a very important location of access to health
care, primarily for regions and patients from the north. Now, [ am
aware that Edmonton city council is currently involved in an
assessment of the City Centre Airport. I guess my only ask would
be that members of council consider the important role that it plays
in health care delivery in this city and the northern part of Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Wetaskiwin-Camrose.

Lacombe Foundation Land Development

Ms Pastoor: Mr. Speaker, a number of citizens from the town of
Lacombe are angry about the municipality’s approach of discounting
land prices for affordable housing. Now instead of creating
affordable housing, the town of Lacombe appears to be going ahead
with a high-end residential airpark. To the Minister of Municipal
Affairs: will the minister meet with the concerned citizens of
Lacombe to hear their objections to the municipality’s strategy of
land development in the name of affordable housing?

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, this is a local issue between the
council and the citizens of Lacombe. Also, I understand that there
have been discussions between the town and the citizens, but there
is a process in the MGA that allows for citizens to bring forward
their concerns. They can also bring forward a petition. I will say in
answer to your question that I really do not have a problem with
meeting, and I will meet with them. But I do want to say to you that
I believe that . . .

The Speaker: Maybe the next one.
The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the minister.
Again to the same minister: how is it that the Lacombe Foundation,
a foundation with over $3 million of liens against it and with almost
$2 million of grants from the Alberta government in the past year
alone, is discussing additional funding for a project that is currently
$1.4 million over budget for a still unfinished 28-unit affordable
housing project?

Mr. Danyluk: Mr. Speaker, I’d just like to ask the minister of
housing to comment because that is in her jurisdiction.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Lacombe Foundation did

receive $1.4 million, and that was to develop 28 units of affordable
housing in Lacombe about two years ago. I understand that that

project is about 90 per cent complete, hon. member and also that the
foundation encountered some difficulties with the developer, and it’s
before the courts.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Pastoor: Thank you for that. I would ask the Minister of
Housing and Urban Affairs. Yesterday you stated that you received
145 proposals for $142 million in grants for affordable housing.
What criteria will you use in the coming weeks and months to ensure
that the money is being well allocated and that the process is
transparent? Clearly, there was a problem with the Lacombe
Foundation.

Mrs. Fritz: Mr. Speaker, these projects must be viable, and they
must be sustainable, and they must be affordable. I can tell you that
no funding is allocated until the department has a signed agreement
and until the applicant has an approved development permit and also
has title to the land. Having said that, you can see that they must
have their ducks in a row; they must be, you know, ready to build.
When they are, what we do is that we advance 50 per cent of the
funding at the beginning of the project. As the project moves
forward, we advance funding along the way. It’s a two-year window
for the projects to be built.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Wetaskiwin-Camrose, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Drinking Water Quality

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions today relate to
drinking water, and they’re for the Minister of Environment. One of
the key goals of the Water for Life strategy was to ensure safe,
secure drinking water, and of course that’s a particular concern for
all Albertans and certainly for my constituents. I’m just wondering
if the minister can provide some specifics as to what the Water for
Life strategy has accomplished in terms of drinking water since it
was first implemented.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Renner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. As we already heard
in a member’s statement from the Member for Calgary-Mackay, last
night in Calgary we celebrated five years of outstanding success in
the Water for Life, and one of the areas that we highlighted and that
I highlighted in the remarks that I made was the progress we’ve
made with respect to drinking water. We have a province-wide
review of more than 500 municipal water systems that was con-
ducted in 2004 to give us the most current, up-to-date status with
where that system is in place. We’ve encouraged a number of
regional water systems to be developed, and above all, we have
created a website where Albertans have complete and full access to
all of the testing results from any water system in the province.

2:10

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Olson: Thank you. Another question for the same minister. |
think small communities probably have some greater challenges in

terms of drinking water, and I’m wondering how the Water for Life
strategy can help those small communities?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, Alberta has some of the highest
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standards, if not the highest standards, for drinking water in the
country, and the way we accomplish that is by working with all of
the various communities that are responsible for treating that water.
We recognize that there are challenges for some of the smaller
communities. To that extent, we are assisting with the development
of regional systems. There’s less operating that is required. To date
there have been 20 such projects that have funding that’s approved
and 50 more in a planning process. We’ve got a program in place to
assist operators of some of these small operations, and we continue
to find solutions for the smaller communities.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Olson: Thank you. A question again for the same minister, a
somewhat similar question to the last one but relating to aboriginal
communities, First Nations communities. Can you advise as to what
steps you’re taking to assist them?

Mr. Renner: Well, the member is absolutely right. There are
similarities between aboriginal communities, First Nations, and our
other partners in the delivery of water. We are working on the same
basis. We co-ordinate with First Nations and the government of
Canada to provide the same kind of training to operators on First
Nations. We share facility designs with First Nations. The differ-
ence, Mr. Speaker, is that it’s really a three-way partnership. It’s not
just the government of Alberta and the First Nation, but it’s also the
government of Canada. We’ve embarked on a very, I think,
promising co-operative agreement between Alberta, First Nations,
and the government of Canada to ensure that we can deliver these
programs appropriately.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Alberta Health Services Board
(continued)

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Earlier today the
minister of health appointed Jim Clifford to a one-year term on the
Alberta Health Services Board. Mr. Clifford was an executive vice-
president, director of strategic brand marketing for CommonHealth,
based in New Jersey. He also has many years’ experience in health
care services, marketing, and operations. He has been described as
the consummate marketer. My first question is to the Minister of
Health and Wellness. Why does the government find it necessary to
appoint a private health care marketer to the Alberta Health Services
Board?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, unlike the Liberal opposition we’re
open to new ideas, new thinking. A new board is going to bring new
perspectives, and we want to ensure that we have as many perspec-
tives from across North America as we can get, and we’re delighted
that someone of his calibre would be prepared to serve on our board.

Mr. MacDonald: Given that your rural caucus is not nearly as
enthusiastic about your privatization efforts as they should be, will
Mr. Clifford be advising the Public Affairs Bureau on the communi-
cation strategy that you’re going to use to privatize health care
delivery in this province?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, my rural colleagues aren’t
enthusiastic about privatization. I’m not either. So I’m not exactly
sure what the hon. member is referring to. You know, this particular

member — and I’ve said this before — [ mean, he looks for a bogey-
man behind every door. He’s just out there opening doors left, right,
and centre, and he’s been unable to find any bogeyman, so he’s
making him up.

Mr. MacDonald: Mr. Speaker, [’m sitting across from one.

Again to the same minister: why are these board members selected
by you with your absolute power, and why are they not elected by
the citizens of this province?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, they weren’t selected by me. They
were determined — we put forward a list of names before this caucus,
which was duly elected by Albertans just a short six months ago, and
caucus approved the list that was released today.

Offender Supervision

Mr. Benito: Mr. Speaker, many of my constituents were pleased to
hear about the recently announced 183 new police positions in
Alberta. However, many of them have rightly pointed out that boots
on the streets are only part of the solution to crime reduction. My
questions are for the Solicitor General and Minister of Public
Security. What is his department doing to help offenders turn their
lives around to prevent them from reoffending and revictimizing
Albertans upon release?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Over the next few years
we’ll be hiring an extra 110 probation officers to reduce caseloads.
This is going to allow our probation officers the opportunity to
provide more intensive supervision of offenders in our communities.
This will also reduce the chance for the individuals to reoffend and
provide the necessary support to help them get their lives back on
track, and this is going to help ensure that our communities remain
safe for all of us.

Mr. Benito: To the same minister. In his answer he talks about an
important point. What is his ministry doing to tackle the serious
problem of those repeat offenders who are unwilling or unable to
turn their lives around?

Mr. Lindsay: Well, Mr. Speaker, we’re sending a very clear
message to repeat offenders: either use the supports that are
available to them, or they’re going to find themselves back behind
bars. Earlier this month our Premier announced initiatives that will
see law enforcement, the courts, and probation officers targeting 60
serious repeat offenders, who will be monitored very closely to
ensure that they do stay on track. Again, they’ll be given every
opportunity to turn their lives around and contribute to society, but
if they don’t, as I indicated earlier, they will be back behind bars.

Mr. Benito: Again to the same minister. It seems that so many of
the crimes we heard about are gun related. More intensive supervi-
sion of offenders in our communities may help those individuals turn
their lives around. How is this government going after guns?

Mr. Lindsay: Well, again, Mr. Speaker, we recently announced the
establishment of four integrated police enforcement teams that will
be operating across the province. They will be targeting organized
crime and gangs in this province. They will also be targeting the
drug trade and the gangs who profit from them. These teams will
complement the great work that is already being done through the
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integrated response to organized crime, that targets the upper
echelon of organized crime.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Alberta Health Services Board
(continued)

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the former
Capital health authority has been consistently rated by various
organizations, including Maclean’s magazine, as one of the leading
health regions in Canada, the appointments made by the minister of
health earlier today raise serious questions. Again to the minister:
why was no one from the former Capital health board appointed to
the permanent 15-member board of Alberta Health Services
considering their stellar record in the past?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, no one was appointed from the Calgary
health region, the Palliser health region, the Aspen health region, or
the David Thompson region.

Mr. MacDonald: I noticed that.

Again to the same minister: why was no one from the Friends of
Medicare appointed to the permanent 15-member board of Alberta
Health Services? [interjection] Don’t laugh.

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, ironically enough, a former member,
who did not win his seat this past spring, who is now involved with
Friends of Medicare actually applied to be on the board, and our
search firm who did the interviews interviewed him and determined
that he was not among the best candidates.

Mr. MacDonald: Again to the same minister: why does the minister
need absolute political control over this board? Why is it not elected
by the citizens? If David Eggen had run, I’'m confident he would
have won if he’d had an election to put his name forward and not
your fixed process.

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, this government made a determina-
tion some time ago that our health boards would be appointed, and
we stand by that. This is just another step in that process.

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood,
did I see you rise on a point of order?

Mr. Mason: Yes, you did, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: That’s to the minister’s second response?
Mr. Mason: Yes.

The Speaker: Okay. We’ll deal with it later.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed by the hon.
Member for Strathcona.

New Royalty Framework

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last October the new
Stelmach government announced a trivial royalty increase. By April
they’d backed down on their pre-election promise, giving a billion
dollar break to deep drilling. Now, before the regime finally kicks
in, they’ve announced that shallow drilling is getting a $2 billion
break. They’re just looking for ways to back down on their pre-

election promise, and I am not convinced that Albertans will ever get
this $3 billion in royalties back. To the Minister of Energy: why
have you broken yet another promise to Albertans?

2:20

Mr. Knight: Mr. Speaker, first of all, [ haven’t broken any promises
to Albertans. I did indicate to Albertans earlier and will stand
behind those comments that it’s my responsibility to keep Albertans
at work. That’s exactly what this program will do.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, this agreement ties our
hands for five years. Oil and gas prices won’t always stay low;
they’ll rebound. No matter what the price is, we’ll be stuck with this
bottom-of-the-barrel deal. It will be Albertans who pay the price in
higher taxes and reduced public services. To the Minister of Energy:
when will you start sticking up for the interests of Albertans and
stop padding the pockets of your friends in the oil and gas industry?

Mr. Knight: Well, Mr. Speaker, you know, we’re slightly different
from our good folks in the opposition across. We are looking after
the interests of Albertans.

Let’s remember this: on January 1, 2009, almost 200,000 produc-
ing wells in the province of Alberta transfer to the new royalty
framework, which is very price and production sensitive, and even
the transition that is allowed in the new royalty framework is price
and production-level sensitive. We will get increased income with
increased production or increased prices.

Ms Notley: W