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[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Deputy Speaker: We have a prayer to say today. On this day
let each of us pray in our own way for all who have been killed or
injured at the workplace. Life is precious. When it is lost, all of us
are impacted. In a moment of silent contemplation may we now
allow our thoughts to remember those taken before their time,
those who have suffered through tragedies and reach out to the
families, friends, neighbours, and communities most immediately
impacted. May God provide them eternal peace. Amen.
Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s a very high
honour for me today to have the privilege of introducing to you
and through you to all members of the Assembly two members of
my immediate family who are sitting in your gallery. First off, my
uncle, Jerome Hauk, resides in St. Albert and is a father of three,
grandfather of three. He is a retired physics teacher from St. Jo-
seph school in Edmonton. Interestingly enough, I think he might
have done a pretty good job with one of his students as one of his
students from years ago is, in fact, the Minister of Employment
and Immigration. In addition, my second introduction is a woman
who lives in Calgary-West. Her name is Marguerite Denis, and
she is a mother of one, namely me. She is a retired educator and
now operates a property management company in Calgary. I can
say that no one has put more volunteer hours over the last few
years into my particular association and campaign than my moth-
er. Thank you very much. Would you please join me in giving
them a warm welcome.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. Webber: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to introduce to
you and through you to all members of the Assembly 54 students,
teachers, and parent helpers from Sherwood Park, actually. I'm
introducing on behalf of the Minister of International and Intergo-
vernmental Relations. Again, 54 students, teachers, and parents
from Westboro elementary school are here today to tour the Legis-
lature. We’ve got teachers Ms Theresa Cartmell, Mr. Bill
Stetzenko — I apologize for that pronunciation, Bill — Mrs. Erin
Tompkins, Mrs. Kari Dahus, Ms Wendy Thomson and parent
helpers Mr. Brent Schmidt, Mrs. Sandra McFadden, Mr. Chris
Stirling and the students. I ask that they rise and please receive the
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-
Calmar.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today it’s a pleasure to
rise and introduce to you and through you two outstanding Alber-
tans. Today we have a very good friend of mine, Mr. Tom McGee,
a former member of Drayton Valley and currently with the ERCB.
Also, joining Tom McGee today is Mr. Brady Whittaker, a real
friend of the forest industry, a friend of this Legislature, and ex-

ecutive director of the Alberta Forest Products Association. It’s
wonderful this afternoon to have a chance to catch up with both of
them, and I would ask these two fine gentlemen if they would rise
and receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

Mr. Denis: [ just have another introduction under guests, Mr.
Speaker. Over the last few years I’ve of course seen many intro-
ductions of military personnel here. Well, I want to introduce
some people from another type of army, and that is the Salvation
Army. It would be difficult to list everything that the Salvation
Army has done for this province. Instead, I simply want to say
thank you to each one of them for their very terrific work and
service for vulnerable Albertans. I would also ask the Assembly to
join me particularly in welcoming Major Fred Waters, Major
Wendy Waters, Vice-chair Bruce Bowie, board member Antoi-
nette Alleyne, and Karen Diaper.

Interestingly enough, Mr. Speaker, I was informed by the Ser-
geant-at-Arms the other day that he is, in fact, a member of the
Salvation Army board. These people have done excellent work. In
particular, I want to say thank you to both Majors Waters, who,
unfortunately, will be leaving Alberta soon, going to Toronto on
their next assignment. Thank you very much for the hard work
that you do. Please rise so we can give you a warm welcome.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very happy today to
introduce to you and through you to Members of the Legislative
Assembly three people from the Public School Boards’ Associa-
tion of Alberta who have contributed to the creation of the
proposed Education Act, who have given trustees all across the
province an opportunity to give their ideas and discuss the prin-
ciples and values as well as the details of the act. They’re here to
watch the introduction for second reading of Bill 18, the Educa-
tion Act. I’d ask them to stand and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the House. Patty Dittrick, MaryLynne Campbell, and
Maurice Fritze: welcome today, and please continue to do the
good work that you do for us.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mr. Goudreau: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’ve got two introductions
to do today. It’s certainly my pleasure to introduce two people that
are very, very important in my life. Raymond Fortin is my nephew
and godson, and he is accompanied by his fiancée, Kathryn Wasele-
nak. They’re both from here in Edmonton and both students at the
University of Alberta. Raymond has just finished his fourth year in
honours physics, and Kathryn is finishing her fourth year in busi-
ness finance. They’re anxious for the weather to warm up so they
can take out their golf clubs. They’re very, very anxious about golf-
ing, and both are very avid golfers. I'd like both of them to stand
and receive the warm tradition of the Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, my second introduction is Ryan Gauthier and
Rhonda Clarke-Gauthier. Both are from my constituency. Ryan is
very much involved in 4-H and has been here many times with the
TUXIS Parliament. Ryan is just graduating as well, from grade 12.
He’s accompanied by Rhonda Clark-Gauthier, also very much
involved in 4-H and our SARDA board, which is an agricultural
producer board. She’s involved with other groups, including the
church, and is a very important member of the executive on my
PC association.
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All four of them are accompanied my wife, Angeline. I’d like
those three to stand up and receive the warm traditional welcome.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Minister of Children and Youth
Services.

Mrs. Fritz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m honoured to introduce
to you and through you to all members of the Assembly 14 out-
standing youth leaders who are representatives of the Métis
Settlements Youth Network Society. By speaking to your peers
about the effects of family violence, bullying, addictions, and
other social issues, you’ve helped many young people face the
challenges that they have. I would like to thank you for being
here. Each youth has travelled quite a distance in order to be in the
Assembly today. I’d especially like to thank you for this beautiful
gift of a sash.

We have society president Matt Belhumeur from Buffalo Lake;
Delaney Cunningham, western co-chair, from Peavine; Kayla
Fayant from Fishing Lake, the eastern co-chair of the society;
Dayna Thompson, secretary, from Kikino; and Neil Lamouche
from Gift Lake Métis settlement, the treasurer. We also have
Waylon Sparklingeyes from Buffalo Lake, Kayla MacDonald
from Kikino, Adriauhna Faithful from Fishing Lake, Tori Stewart
from Peavine, Tristyn Haggerty and Greg Patenaude from East
Prairie, Cody Chalifoux from Paddle Prairie, and Karla Lamouche
and Brian Tallman from Gift Lake. As well, we have three men-
tors for these fine youth: Joy Ohashi, Louise Okemow, and
Maurice Trudel. Please join me in giving these wonderful young
people the warm welcome of the Assembly.

1:40
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Transportation.

Mr. Ouellette: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It gives me
great pleasure to rise to introduce to you and through you to all
members of the Assembly some great children from a wonderful
school in my constituency. I think a few of those children from that
school are from the hon. Member for Red Deer-South and some
from the hon. Member for Red Deer-North also. I don’t believe
they’ve arrived in the Chamber yet. They are touring the Leg. today.
I just had a picture with them downstairs. They’re 12 students from
Destiny Christian school in Red Deer county visiting us today. I'm
sure at some point they’ll be in the members’ gallery. They have
with them their principal, Glenn Mullen, and a parent helper, Miss
Roberta Bechtold. As I’ve said many times, it’s very important for
these children to visit the Legislature and have some dialogue with
us because we know they will be our leaders of the future. I would
like them, if they are here, to rise. If not, I’d still like my colleagues
to give them a great round of applause.
Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathcona.

Mr. Quest: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great plea-
sure to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly some of my constituents, starting with Mr. Aaron Fal-
kenberg. Aaron is chairman of Mercantile Trust. He’s also a
businessman who has been involved in poultry farming for most
of his life as well as real estate development and many other en-
deavours. He serves on a number of boards, including the Climate
Change and Emissions Management Corporation and Alberta
Innovates. He’s accompanied today by Todd and grandson Conor
Newberry. I met Conor a couple of times. I know he’s a real polit-
ical keener, so he’ll really be enjoying the tour and watching

question period this afternoon. They’re seated in the members’
gallery, and I’d like to ask them to rise and receive the warm wel-
come of this Assembly.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Hays.

Mr. Johnston: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to introduce to
you and through you to all members of this Assembly Mary Phil-
lipo. Mary should be in the members’ gallery. She’s accompanied
by my wife, Shirley. Mary is a worker with the Kids Cancer Care
Foundation of Alberta, and she’s been in the Edmonton area for
training at the Stollery hospital. As mentioned, she’s with my wife
of 37 years, Shirley. I’d like you to give them the warm traditional
welcome of this Assembly.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Athabasca-

Redwater.

Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to rise and
introduce to you and through you 50 great students from Gibbons
school located just north of Edmonton within my constituency.
Gibbons is a community that my great-grandfather came to when
he came to Canada and settled in in 1912, about the same year the
Legislature was built. I’'m very pleased to have them here. It was
nice meeting them on the steps. I’d also like to welcome their
three teachers: Colleen Lowe, Stephanie Thimer, and Amylia Soe-
taert. I’d ask these two fine school groups to please stand and
receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Deputy Speaker: Are there any other introductions? The
hon. President of the Treasury Board.

Mr. Snelgrove: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to intro-
duce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly Mr.
Dave Nelson. Dave is one of the very capable trustees of the Buf-
falo Trail school division, which is the regional division that
serves the vast majority of my students, and they do a very good
job. Mr. Nelson is currently the vice-chair and is here today to
also view the second reading of Bill 18, the Education Act. I think
it’s important to note that over the past several years the Buffalo
Trail school division has had one of the highest percentage rates of
students graduating from high school and also one of the highest
rates in the province of students transitioning to postsecondary
education. I would ask Mr. Nelson to rise and receive the warm
traditional welcome of the Assembly.

Ministerial Statements

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Employment and
Immigration.

National Day of Mourning

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today is the National
Day of Mourning for workers who were killed on the job. This
special day reminds us of how precious life is and how quickly it
can be taken away. One hundred and thirty-six people died in our
province from job-related injuries or illnesses in 2010. Of course,
we’re talking about more than just numbers. These are people with
hopes and dreams, people with careers and aspirations, people
with friends and family, fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters,
aunts, uncles, cousins, friends, and neighbours, who are also pro-
foundly affected by such tragedy.

Of those 136 deaths, 43 were tragedies at a workplace. That’s
43 times, Mr. Speaker, that my BlackBerry actually buzzed to
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deliver the news. That’s 43 descriptions of the final few minutes
that led to someone’s life being taken away, 43 names and ages,
from a 19-year-old who died of injuries just west of Edmonton last
June to two 74-year-old workers, one near Stettler in January, the
other near Carstairs in October, and there were 40 others. Add to
this the occupational disease and motor vehicle related fatalities,
and we have 136 Alberta workers who deserve so much more than
a moment of our time today. They deserve workplace conditions
that are healthy and safe. They deserve their lives back.

I assure all of my Legislature colleagues that every one of those
BlackBerry messages that delivers the dark news of a workplace
tragedy only strengthens my resolve and the resolve of this gov-
ernment to continue to work harder to ensure that the role of
government when it comes to workplace safety is second to none.
Mr. Speaker, as the minister responsible for workplace health and
safety I stand before my Legislature colleagues and all Albertans
to say: there are no excuses. Government, industry, employers,
and workers must pick it up a notch and do a better job of protect-
ing our most valuable resource, our people.

As a government we are in the midst of creating a stronger bal-
ance between enforcement, compliance, education, and awareness.
Since delivering a National Day of Mourning message in this
Assembly at this time last year, we have updated our compliance
and enforcement procedures. We have launched an employer
records website listing the safety records of 140,000 employers in
Alberta. We have launched an internal software program enabling
us to collect and analyze OHS data better than ever before. We
have hired additional occupational health and safety officers, in-
cluding a hiring plan for the next three years, and increased our
focus on northern Alberta by adding a third regional office right in
Fort McMurray.

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful, now more than ever before, that we
are on the path to ensuring that taking part in unsafe work is no
longer acceptable. We will have a culture of positive health and
safety practices that is commonplace regardless of where you
work or what you do. In just a few days I’ll be releasing the full
occupational health and safety data for the year 2010. In addition
to the total number of fatalities, there are many other measures
that help determine whether our province is becoming healthier
and safer.

Several more announcements will be made over the coming
week as well, all of which lend themselves to ensuring that Alber-
ta remains an attractive, healthy, and safe province in which to
work, especially as we begin our approach to renewed economic
activity. I expect Albertans to hold my feet to the fire, just as I
challenge Albertans and Alberta’s employers to ensure that their
workers remain healthy and safe on the job. I also encourage
workers to know their rights and responsibilities. This is truly a
team effort, Mr. Speaker.

One hundred and thirty-six fatalities. It’s an overused cliché,
Mr. Speaker — I know that — but it’s truly 136 too many. Hard-
working men and women like Travis, Wade, Juan, Erin, Josh,
Eugene are all more than just numbers. They are people who have
left a mark on our province and will not be forgotten soon. Our
hearts truly go out to those whose lives have forever been changed
by workplace injuries and fatalities.

I thank you all.

1:50
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.
Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, let me ask for the unanimous consent

of the House to complete this particular section of business in the
interests of respecting the National Day of Mourning.

[Unanimous consent granted]
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Mr. MacDonald: Yes. Thank you, sir. On this National Day of
Mourning Alberta Liberal MLAs offer our condolences to the
many friends, family members, and co-workers who have lost
someone as a result of a workplace accident.

Fatalities on the job are avoidable tragedies, making such losses
all the more heart-rending and difficult to come to terms with. The
Official Opposition strongly believes that the Alberta government
must do more to protect workers from workplace injuries and
fatalities. In the last 10 years there have been over 1,200 occupa-
tional fatalities in Alberta. That’s like losing an entire small town,
Mr. Speaker, to an utter disaster. I also note, with respect, that the
number of Alberta workers killed on the job jumped by 24 per
cent last year. One hundred and thirty-six workers lost their lives
in 2010, up from 110 the previous year.

The hard work of Albertans is responsible for the growth of our
communities, provides essential services, funds public institutions
and needed social programs. Labour is the bedrock, the founda-
tion, of our prosperity, but Alberta still lags behind other
jurisdictions when it comes to workplace safety and fatality rates.
Despite years of Alberta Liberal questions on the issue farm
workers, for example, still work without the protection of the Oc-
cupational Health and Safety Act. All paid workers in Alberta
deserve the same, equal rights, Mr. Speaker. New cases of need-
less deaths and injuries of paid farm workers appear in the news,
unfortunately, on a regular basis, yet this government remains
unmoved. It’s callous, unfeeling, and bad public policy.

We will never stop pushing this government to do the right
thing on this issue, nor will we stop calling for other legislative
changes to improve worker safety, including requiring workplaces
to post health and safety rules at the job site and the implementa-
tion of mandatory health and safety committees for work sites that
employ 20 or more individuals. Making accident investigation
reports admissible as evidence at trials and public inquiries would
also help. These three improvements could save countless lives
and dramatically reduce the number of workplace injuries.

Alberta Liberals respect Alberta workers. Every day they pro-
vide for their families and keep Alberta’s economic engine
humming along. We have a duty as members of this House to
make their workplaces safer by vigorously enforcing the laws and
improving those laws where they prove to be inadequate. We must
always remember to support families who have already needlessly
lost a loved one as a result of a workplace accident.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, I have requests from the
other parties, who wish to respond to the ministerial statement. I
seek unanimous consent.

[Unanimous consent granted]
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Airdrie-Chestermere.

Mr. Anderson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the
colleagues in the House. I’'m honoured to rise on behalf of the
Wildrose caucus to commemorate this day of mourning.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta is a dynamic province blessed with an
abundance of natural resources and economic potential that is the
envy of the world. Every morning thousands and thousands of
men and women all over Alberta wake up, grab their tools, put on
their gear, and make our economy work. They are the fuel in the
gas tank of the Alberta economy.
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Tragically, Mr. Speaker, last year 136 Alberta workers went to
work but did not come home. It’s the other side of our economic
coin. Along with the thousands of well-paying jobs Alberta offers
in the trades, in forestry, in agriculture, and in oil and gas comes
the inherent danger in carrying out the tasks associated with them.
That is why we as legislators must always be vigilant in protecting
and increasing worker safety, ensuring that as many men and
women, moms and dads, husbands and wives as humanly possible
can arrive home safely after a hard day’s work.

Unfortunately, here in Alberta we consistently have one of the
highest fatality rates in Canada in the workplace. Workplace fatal-
ities are on the rise, and it seems like Alberta is once again lagging
in sanctioning workplace safety violations. Over in Saskatchewan,
a province with a workforce a quarter of ours, workplace safety
cases are prosecuted at five times the rate they are in Alberta.

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, these figures suggest that the current
system is failing our workforce in a serious way. As I said before,
our economy is held up around the world as one to emulate.
There’s no reason why our safety record should be any different.

To the families of those who have been lost on the job site: we
remember your loss on this day, and I hope that all members of
this House will pledge to do better. We must do better.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today around the world we
take time to honour the lives of those people who have been hurt
or lost their lives on the job. In our own country Alberta continues
to be one of the most dangerous places to work, and the situation
is only getting worse. Much of the responsibility rests squarely
with a government that does not take seriously its responsibility to
ensure that people who go to work can do so with confidence that
they will be safe and healthy there.

This PC government looks the other way when children are
working illegally; underfunds inspections and enforcement of laws
that do exist; stubbornly refuses to protect farm workers by the
same laws as other workers; blatantly continues to ignore the well-
accepted practice in other parts of the country of having mandato-
ry workplace health and safety committees; leads the battle across
the country to prevent improvements to CPP that would offer
decent pensions so older workers are not forced to stay on the job
past when it is safe; treats labour unions dedicated to ensuring that
workers are treated safely as hostile antagonists; avoids adequate
actions to protect temporary foreign workers, who often lack suf-
ficient language and cultural familiarity with Alberta workplaces
to advocate for their safety; procrastinates in making clear infor-
mation about employers with dangerous records from being easy
to identify despite the urging of the province’s Auditor General;
and finally, undercompensates injured workers and the families of
deceased workers through an employer-dominated Workers’
Compensation Board.

It’s a sad litany of Tory disregard for the well-being of working
people and their families. No smooth platitudes from a cabinet
minister saying that one death is one too many carries any weight
as long as there is a continued disregard to undertake the practical
actions that will make a positive difference. Every year too many
workers lose their lives as a result of work-related injury, illness,
and disease. Workers shouldn’t have to risk their lives or their
health to go to work.

Alberta’s NDP is committed to the changes that are required to
keep our workers safe. We need to hire more inspectors to ensure
that employers comply with the law. We need to ensure that
workplaces have mandatory joint health and safety committees.

We need to introduce new protective standards that deal with
known dangers in today’s workplaces, including workplace vi-
olence, exposure to toxins, repetitive stress injuries and injuries
caused by poor ergonomics, workplace harassment, and stress. We
need to remove the employer escape clause that says, quote, as far
as practicable, end quote, from the health and safety act.

Every workplace death or injury is preventable, Mr. Speaker. A
government that truly cared about worker safety would take the
necessary steps to make it so.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Some excellent
points have been made by all speakers so far in this House today,
and I would just like to add a couple of comments of my own, if I
could, on behalf of the Alberta Party.

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity with the Minister of Em-
ployment and Immigration yesterday to attend the Work Safe
Alberta young worker video contest awards. One of my constitu-
ents, Vincent Varga, a grade 11 student at St. Mary’s high school
in Mission, was the second-prize winner, and his video, which is
up on the ministry’s website now along with the first- and third-
place videos, is a powerful piece of work.

2:00

Mr. Speaker, the minister has said that Alberta is walking into a
perfect storm in worker shortages: the combination of our growing
economy, our low birth rate, and the looming wave of retirements
as boomers start turning 65. We could be facing a shortage — and |
think these are the minister’s numbers — of 77,000 workers. Some
that I’ve talked to in the workforce have said that it could be as
much as 110,000 within the next 10 years.

Here’s where this relates to the National Day of Mourning, Mr.
Speaker. As the minister knows, workplace deaths and injuries
occur for a whole variety of reasons, and they do not need to occur
at all if everyone involved is sufficiently experienced, sufficiently
supervised, sufficiently personally motivated, and sufficiently
committed to the notion that on the job site and on the way to and
from the job site safety must always trump everything. But the
reality is that safety in Alberta does not always trump everything.
People cut corners. Businesses cut corners. Young, inexperienced
workers, the workers who are statistically most likely to do dumb
stuff on the job because they don’t yet know any better, aren’t
always and in some cases are not often sufficiently supervised.

Mr. Speaker, I know the minister spends a lot of time thinking
about how we might address and prevent this looming labour
shortage just as he thinks about how to make the workplace safer.
But where there are labour shortages, where there are not enough
workers with enough experience on the job site, and where there
are too many pressures to get the job done on time, on budget,
under budget if possible, there will be more corners cut, more
shortcuts taken, more mistakes made, and more lives lost.

We need as a province to take the advice that we give to our
workers — stop, think, observe, plan — and then we need to act to
protect their right and ability to work safely in Alberta.

Thank you.

Oral Question Period

The Deputy Speaker: First Official Opposition main question.
The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Patient Advocacy by Health Professionals

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Dr. Irfan Qureshi, an ortho-
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paedic surgeon from Fort McMurray, is the latest in a lengthy line
of doctors victimized by this government’s culture of fear and
intimidation. Dr. Qureshi was forced to file legal action against
the health region after his medical privileges, quote, were wrong-
fully discontinued without sufficient cause and without investiga-
tion and caused irreparable harm to his professional reputation.
End quote. How can the Premier deny that a culture of fear and
intimidation continues to exist under this government’s watch as
lawsuit after lawsuit comes forward?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, there is a process in place. The pro-
fession has the College of Physicians & Surgeons to review all
matters with respect to issues tied to the practice of medicine.
Whatever the college did in terms of reviewing the case has been
done. Now I believe that particular doctor has taken this to the
courts, and the courts will decide.

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, when will the Premier finally tell Alber-
tans the full truth, that only a public inquiry can get the truth and
restore public confidence and protect doctors like Dr. Qureshi?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, it’s the same question that was asked
a number of times. I suppose it could be important to go back a
decade or so and look into the matters that some doctors have had.
But I must remind this House that over 90 per cent of the AMA
doctors signed on to bylaws in partnership with Alberta Health
Services, and that is to clearly put a plan in place, a program, the
steps for what doctors can do in terms of advocating for their pa-
tients. That is the right thing to do: advocate for patients; put
patients first.

Dr. Swann: Well, clearly the bylaws are being violated, Mr.
Premier. How many more hundreds or thousands of health profes-
sionals like Dr. Qureshi does the Premier have to hear from before
he concedes that a public inquiry is the only way to address the
government’s culture of fear and intimidation and cover-ups?

Mr. Stelmach: Unfortunately, the hon. member is wrong. The case
that he is bringing forward was well before the bylaws were agreed
upon and signed, and I haven’t heard of any recent case since the
bylaws have been signed of any doctor coming forward saying that
the bylaws aren’t fair. If there is such a case that I’m not aware of,
certainly that physician can go before the Health Quality Council
and deliver the evidence and say that the bylaws aren’t fair.

The Deputy Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question.
The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Health Quality Council Review

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, regarding the culture of fear and intimi-
dation in the health care system the Premier admitted yesterday
that “we all want to know.” He fails to say what he knows, that
not only will no one ever find out what is said behind the Health
Quality Council doors about individuals like Dr. McNamee and
Dr. Winton, but the quality council can’t compel testimony from
individuals subject to nondisclosure agreements. Neither can it
subpoena ministers. Why does the Premier continue to be eco-
nomical with the truth by saying that doctors are free to come
forward when he knows full well that doctors can’t say anything if
they’ve signed a nondisclosure agreement?

Mr. Stelmach: Actually, that’s not true again. Any physician can
come to the Health Quality Council and bring forward their opi-
nions on how to improve the system. What would be in a

disclosure document that would not allow a doctor to talk about
how to best improve the health care system of Alberta? That’s
absolutely ridiculous.

Dr. Swann: I think I speak on behalf of many Albertans and pro-
fessionals who are frustrated with the non answers we get from the
Premier time and again.

What damning evidence is the Premier afraid will emerge from
a public inquiry that can require doctors, bureaucrats, and even
ministers to testify under oath? What are you afraid of?

Mr. Stelmach: In fact, Mr. Speaker, anyone that has been asked
by the Health Quality Council to appear before the council has not
refused, number one. Number two, all those individuals that ap-
pear before the Health Quality Council will be protected under the
Alberta rules of evidence. They will be protected in terms of what
they’re bringing forward to the Health Quality Council. There is
nothing here to hide. The report will be public. We will have one
report within three months, the second within about six months,
and the final report in nine months.

Dr. Swann: Again, Mr. Speaker, the Premier is very disingenuous
when he knows that people like Dr. McNamee and Dr. Winton
have already said that they cannot come forward to the Health
Quality Council. What are you hiding, Mr. Premier?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I’'m not hiding anything. I don’t
know what those two physicians do not want to bring forward.

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, I did make an inaccurate statement. I
did say that Dr. McNamee was suing Dr. Winton and that Dr.
Winton was suing Dr. McNamee. Actually, Dr. McNamee filed a
statement of claim against Dr. Winton, and Dr. Winton filed a
statement of defence against Dr. McNamee. I want to make that
very clear. I’'m not a lawyer, so please excuse that small inaccura-
cy on my part.*

The Deputy Speaker: Third question from the Official Opposi-
tion. The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Memorial to Fallen Workers

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you. Today on this National Day of
Mourning I would like the Premier to please commit to building a
permanent, visible monument that can be seen from this Legisla-
tive Assembly so that all members of this House are reminded
each and every day of the year of what happens when our occupa-
tional health and safety laws are not enforced. To the Premier: will
the Premier please commit today to building this monument in
memory of all the workers whose lives have been lost as a result
of a workplace accident in this province?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, as you know, we can only advise the
Speaker of this Assembly and, of course, the minister that’s re-
sponsible for the Legislature Grounds. There have been a number
of recommendations or requests that have come forward for sta-
tues. The Speaker and the minister are responsible for reviewing
them all.

This is a very good idea. It is one that will remind us of the
many tragic events. The minister may want to give further detail.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Yes. Mr. Speaker, this time to the Minister of
Infrastructure: given that there are 27 monuments already located, or
sited, in various places on the Legislature Grounds and there’s a

*See page 889, right column, paragraph 6
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very small plaque just to the south of us to honour workers, that was
installed in 1991, can we now have a permanent memorial to those
who have unfortunately lost their lives on a job site in this province?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. minister.
2:10

Mr. Danyluk: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As the
Premier has said and as we had the minister’s statement today and
also members of the opposition, it is very tragic, the individuals
that we lose. I would be very happy to meet with the hon. member
to discuss this further.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister: given that this was a request that was made over 10 years
ago, is it possible, please, to get a commitment from this govern-
ment so that we can permanently remember those who have
unfortunately lost their lives on a job site in this province? It’s the
least we can do for the families.

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, again, I have offered to meet
with the hon. member. I will also defer to the hon. minister.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Mr. Speaker, not only is this a good idea; it’s an
idea that already has been discussed. My office has actually been
approached by individuals from organized labour who also share
that desire. I am more than willing to discuss that idea and share it,
obviously, with the Speaker, the Premier, and the Minister of In-
frastructure. Frankly, because I know you have been such a big
advocate for occupational health and safety, perhaps members of
the opposition would care to be involved in creating — it’s quite a
creative process, but I think it would be very becoming to com-
memorate those who have built this province for the last 100 and
some years.

Property Rights

Mr. Anderson: Mr. Speaker, in a recent poll of almost 20,000
randomly selected Albertans the question was asked whether this
PC government had adequately protected the rights of property
owners, and 69.1 per cent of those polled answered no. The num-
bers are even worse for the government in rural constituencies.
Whether this government agrees or not, Albertans want bills 36,
50, and 19 repealed, and they want them repealed now. Why does
this Premier continue to ignore the common-sense judgment of
everyday Albertans who rightly feel that this government has
failed to protect their property rights?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, on the contrary, the bills that have
been passed are there to protect property owners. As I said yester-
day, this is a very sensitive topic for landowners that are in this
Assembly. It’s also a very sensitive topic for Albertans because
this is one province where at the beginning, about 1917, 1918,
many pioneers lost their land, taken away without compensation.
The families moved to camps in different parts of Alberta and
Canada. That is Alberta history.

The bills that are passed are here to protect property rights and
offer compensation for those properties that may be needed for
public infrastructure.

Mr. Anderson: That’s why you should know better, Premier.
Given that this Premier refused to attend a town hall of 600

landowners in his own constituency and given that he hasn’t

shown up to one town hall in Alberta on these landowner rights

issues in his entire premiership and given that he has cut off de-
bate on amendments to Bill 36 in this Legislature, with dozens of
proposed amendments ready for discussion, and given his surprise
and pending retirement, will the Premier just admit that he’s afraid
of facing voters now and in the next election because of his failure
to protect Albertans’ property rights?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, one just has to look into Hansard
and read the eloquent speech that was given by the member in
support of Bill 36. Might I remind this House that the total debate
on Bill 36 was about three and a half hours. I think, Mr. House
Leader, we’ve had at least eight hours or even more on the
amendments. Now, isn’t that a little bit of theatrics? Pass a bill in
three and a half hours and take 10 hours to pass amendments to a
bill that he so eloquently supported in the House?

Mr. Anderson: Given that your former Justice minister, a current
PC leadership candidate who oversaw the drafting of Bill 36, has
come to the same conclusion that I have, that we made a mistake
to support Bill 36 in 2009 and that it’s time to go back to the
drawing board and fix it, will you, like her and like me, do the
right thing, admit your mistake, just like Premier Klein would
have done, and repeal these bills that Albertans clearly want
scrapped? Why won’t you admit your mistake and just do the right
thing?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the one bill, Bill 19: previous Prem-
ier Peter Lougheed had a tremendous vision for Alberta, and that
was to build ring roads around Edmonton and Calgary. But what
the governments did at that time is that they sterilized the property
where the road was going to be built, and those people that had
money to go to court fought the government in court and many
won. Okay? So what Bill 19 has done: any time that the govern-
ment through full public consultation decides this is where the
next ring road has to be around the two cities, the government has
to purchase the property within two years or remove all restric-
tions on the land. That is the best property protection in Canada.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-

Highlands-Norwood.

Education Funding

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. While the Edu-
cation minister struggles to perfect legislation that may never see
the light of day, in Calgary hundreds of teachers will be laid off
thanks to this government’s budget cuts. Catholic schools in Fort
McMurray are cutting out one day of instr