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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Thursday, March 6, 2014

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Dear Lord, as we conclude our work for this week
in this Assembly, stay with us in our work beyond this Chamber,
be among us in our fulfillment of duties to help others, and lead us
with wisdom and kindness as we represent those who put their
faith and trust in us to represent them. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Visitors
The Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Ms Redford: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to rise
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of this
Assembly the members of a very distinguished delegation from
Iceland. They’re on a working visit to Alberta to strengthen the
ties between us and to promote friendship, understanding, and
shared prosperity.

I would ask each of them to rise as I introduce them: His
Excellency Sigmundur David Gunnlaugsson, Prime Minister of
Iceland; Mrs. Anna Sigurlaug Palsdottir, the Prime Minister’s
spouse; Mr. Johannes Por Skulason, political adviser to the
minister; Mr. Jorundur Valtysson, foreign policy adviser to the
minister; His Excellency Thordur Aegir Oskarsson, Icelandic
ambassador to Canada; Mr. Hlynur Gudjonsson, consul and trade
commissioner at Iceland’s consulate general in New York; Mr.
Gordon Reykdal, honorary consul of Iceland in Edmonton; and
Mr. Stewart Wheeler, Canadian ambassador to Iceland. They are
accompanied, Mr. Speaker, by a business delegation, which is
seated in the members’ gallery and includes representatives from
the Icelandic tourism industry; Icelandair, which we’re very
excited about in Edmonton; and the Iceland press.

On behalf of the government and the people of Alberta it’s a
privilege to welcome all of them here to our beautiful province in
the heart of western Canada. I know that their visit will be a
fruitful one on many different fronts, and I’'m sure and confident
that our friendship will continue to grow and deepen. We are
tremendously glad to be their hosts. Now I ask all members of the
Assembly, who’ve already done it, to give them another warm
welcome.

The Speaker: Thank you, and welcome to all guests.
Deputy Premier, you have some introductions.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour and a
privilege for me to introduce to you and through you to all
members of the Assembly today a good friend and a good public
servant, indeed, Mr. James Rajotte, Member of Parliament for
Edmonton-Leduc. He was first elected to the House of Commons
in 2000 as the Member of Parliament for Edmonton Southwest
and was re-elected as the Member of Parliament for Edmonton-
Leduc in 2004, 2006, 2008, and 2011. He has served as the chair
of the Standing Committee on Finance for the House of Commons
from 2008 and still serves in that capacity today. Previous to being
chair of the Standing Committee on Finance, he served as the

chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Industry, Science and
Technology.

I’ve known James for many years. I believe he’s the hardest
working Member of Parliament for Alberta, and I think he’s the
smartest Edmonton Member of Parliament for Alberta. I can say
that because he’s my Member of Parliament. He represents me in
Ottawa, and it’s a privilege to work together with him serving the
constituents of Edmonton-Whitemud and all Albertans. He’s here
today to observe question period and, more importantly, to
observe the Treasurer’s delivery of the Budget Address this
afternoon. He’s in your gallery, Mr. Speaker. He has risen, and I
would ask all members of the House to acknowledge him.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: Let’s begin with school groups, shall we? The
President of Treasury Board and Minister of Finance.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s an
honour to introduce to you and through you to the members of the
Assembly a group of grade 6 students from J.J. Nearing elemen-
tary school in St. Albert. They are accompanied by teachers Mr.
Curtis McDougall; Ms Christine Sowinski, who just happened to
have taught one of my daughters; and parent helpers Mr. David
Roberts; Mrs. Valerie Alvarez; Mrs. Skerik; Leanne Feregotto;
Mrs. Tina Barrett; and a very close friend of mine, Mrs. Joanne
Krips.

I would like to mention a special young man within the group,
Aaron Krips. Aaron has a great deal of energy and expends it by
playing hockey and dancing competitively in hip hop. I’ve known
Aaron since he was born. In fact, his mom and dad were my
campaign managers when he was that young. Aaron is very inter-
ested in current Alberta events. I can also tell you, Mr. Speaker,
that the guides that were touring these two classes through today,
when I went down to talk to them, said that this is one of the best
groups that they’ve had. I have watched Aaron grow into a fine
young man.

I’ve also been in this school a number of times. The teachers are
excellent, and they produce excellent results, Mr. Speaker, as does
our entire system. I’'m sure these grade 6 students are having an
enjoyable day at the Leg. today. They are seated in both the public
and the members’ galleries this afternoon. I would ask them all to
rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to introduce to
you and through you to all members of the Assembly 36
individuals from the grade 9 class of Ponoka secondary campus
along with their teachers, Brady Teeling, Jolene Deleeuw, and
parent Lee Arnold. I’d like to note how incredibly bright these
young students are as they asked about the concerns that they have
in protecting our education system in this province. Please rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there any other school groups?

If not, we’ll proceed with the introduction of other guests.
Please note that we have 20 more introductions to go, so may |
beg your indulgence to keep your intros as short as possible so
that we can get them all in before 10 to 2. Let us start with the
Minister of Human Services.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to
introduce two sets of individuals. First of all, I have seven
members of the Alberta College of Social Workers, five of whom
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work within the Ministry of Human Services. It is National Social
Work Week, and given what you’ve just told me, I’ll jump to their
names and thank them for their service: Justin Mettler, Pamela
Anderson, Mira Zorniak, Tim Golumbia, Rick Guthrie, Lori
Sigurdson, Alec Stratford. Social workers deal with some of the
most difficult social issues in our society. I’d like them to rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, on your behalf it’s my pleasure to introduce
Gurmeet and Tina Sidhu — great friends of yours, of mine, and of
the members for Edmonton-Manning and Edmonton-Ellerslie —
generous individuals that contribute immensely to our community.
I’d ask them to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
our Assembly.

Mrs. Sarich: Mr. Speaker, it’s an honour and a privilege for me to
rise today to introduce to you and through you to all Members of
the Legislative Assembly four representatives from the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress Edmonton branch and the Ukrainian Music
Society of Alberta, who are here today to help pay tribute to the
200th anniversary of Taras Shevchenko’s birth on March 9, 1814,
and are the host organizations for the upcoming Shevchenko
concert in Edmonton. My guests are seated in the gallery, and I'd
ask them to please rise as I mention their names. I would like to
welcome Mrs. Luba Boyko-Bell, president, Ukrainian Music Soci-
ety of Alberta, and vice-president, Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Edmonton branch; Mrs. Maria Miroutenko, executive member,
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Edmonton branch; Ms Irena
Tarnawsky, vice-president, Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta;
and Mr. Michael Bell, member, Ukrainian Music Society of
Alberta. I would now ask that we provide them with the traditional
warm welcome.
Thank you.

1:40

The Speaker: The Associate Minister — International and
Intergovernmental Relations, followed by the Minister of Justice.

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my great pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the House a
delegation currently involved in importing Alberta’s beef products
into China, worth about $100 million a year, which is sure to grow
as demand for the high-quality agricultural product in Asia is
going to increase. We are joined today by Mr. Shen Ling and Jon-
athan Chang with ZRHL Group, and Mr. Lin Weizhong and Liu
Qing with BGH Group. Also accompanying the delegation are Mr.
Jake Louie, Mr. Grant Louie, Stan Cichon, and Liang Wei Long
with Canadian Elite Beef Inc. My guests are seated in the public
gallery, and I’d like to ask all of my colleagues to give them the
warm welcome of the House.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice and Solicitor General,
followed by Strathmore-Brooks.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure
to rise today to introduce to you and through you to all members
of the Assembly two residents of my constituency, the beautiful
area of Calgary-Acadia. First of all, a friend of mine, Karen Lloyd,
originally from Vernon, B.C., has lived in Calgary for 22 years.
She’s quite active in school traffic safety, school councils, and
service to her community. I had the privilege of meeting her at the
door during the last election. With her also is her daughter,
Hannah, who is a straight-A student, a grade 8 student at Willow
Park school. She is the fourth of eight children. Her favourite
topics are humanities and reading. This is her first visit here. Her
mother, Karen, has brought her to see question period and also the

budget today. Please give them the traditional warm welcome of
this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks, followed
by Red Deer-North.

Mr. Hale: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s with great pleasure
that I rise today to introduce to you and through you to all mem-
bers of the Legislature two outstanding gentlemen from the town
of Strathmore. His Worship Michael Ell, mayor of Strathmore, has
lived in Strathmore for more than 35 years and in many capacities
has always strived to build a stronger community, and Mr. Dwight
Stanford, the CAO for the town of Strathmore, who is an
invaluable resource to our community and council. I would ask
that they both rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North, followed by
Calgary-Hawkwood.

Mrs. Jablonski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two introduc-
tions today. It gives me great joy to introduce to you and through
you to members of this House a very important young person in
my life. Thirty-nine years ago this weekend I had one of the
greatest adventures of my life when I gave birth to our first child,
Jeremy Jablonski. Jeremy is the president and CEO of The
Coverall Shop in Red Deer, Alberta, that has the theme: We’ve
Got You Covered! In the past five years Jeremy has been
instrumental in winning the business of the year award twice. I'm
depending on his great success so that I can have a comfortable
retirement. He’s in the Speaker’s gallery, and I would ask him to
rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the House.

Also with us here today, Mr. Speaker, is the president of the
Red Deer College for the past five years, Joel Ward. He must be
doing a great job because he just received another contract for
another five years. He’s a great dancer, a great conversationalist,
and a visionary, and we are very fortunate to have him as the
president of our college. He is accompanied by his chief of staff,
Elaine Vandale, who has been with the Red Deer College for the
past 17 years. She is the woman behind the man, who knows
everything. She’s always one step ahead. She serves the president,
the college, and our community with excellence. They are in the
members’ gallery, and I would ask them to stand to receive the
traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Hawkwood,
followed by Calgary-Mountain View.

Mr. Luan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm very pleased to rise
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of this
Assembly two active members of the community of Calgary-
Hawkwood. These gentlemen volunteer for associations in our
community and were very strong contributors in mobilizing com-
munity support for flood relief and community rebuilding during
the unprecedented 2013 flood in southern Alberta. My first guest
is Mr. Edmond Lee, president of Sunflower Development, and the
second is Mr. Byron Price, with the Thomas J. Ranaghan
Foundation. I would ask them to rise to receive the traditional
warm welcome of this House.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View,
followed by the Minister of Education.

Dr. Swann: My guest hasn’t arrived, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.
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The Speaker: Thank you.

The Associate Minister of Accountability, Transparency and
Transformation, followed by the Associate Minister of Electricity
and Renewable Energy.

Mr. Scott: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very pleased
and honoured to introduce to you and through you two members
of my region in Fort McMurray, in the oil sands region, who
exemplify public service. The first is Kim Jenkins. He is currently
the chief operating officer of the Keyano land trust corporation.
Prior to his move to the Keyano land trust corporation, he spent 32
years with the Fort McMurray public school district, the last five
in the role of superintendent. He is the current Canadian
superintendent of the year. Mr. Jenkins is also the chairman of the
Wood Buffalo Housing & Development Corporation.

The second individual is Bryan Lutes, who is the president of
the Wood Buffalo Housing & Development Corporation. He is
also the president of the regional chapter of the Urban
Development Institute. Bryan brings his experience also to the
Fort McMurray chamber of commerce.

I’d like both of my guests to stand and receive the warm
welcome of this House.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Now we go to the Associate Minister of Electricity and
Renewable Energy, followed by Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-
Sundre.

Ms Kennedy-Glans: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a joy for me to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this House a
tireless advocate for seniors’ care in Alberta, Mr. Greer Black, a
constituent of Calgary-Varsity and CEO and president of the
Bethany Care Society for the last 22 years and soon retiring.
Please rise, and let us celebrate you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain
House-Sundre, followed by Calgary-Fish Creek.

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour and a
privilege for me today to introduce to you and through you a
mayor of a small community. As all elected officials know, the
most overworked, underpaid elected official is the mayor of a
small community. This isn’t just a good public servant but a great
public servant, His Worship Mr. Fred Nash. I’m going to ask Mr.
Fred Nash now to rise and receive the warm welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: Calgary-Fish Creek, followed by St. Albert.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you one of my staff from Calgary,
Ms Jennifer Wainwright. Jennifer is in my office in Calgary, and
I’m extremely pleased to have her up here. She is the unbelievable
health researcher that I have on my team in Calgary. I’ll ask her to
rise and accept a warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the
Minister of Infrastructure.

Mr. Khan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 'm extremely honoured
today to rise and introduce to you and through you to my
colleagues in the House three very outstanding people who are
pillars in the St. Albert community. The first, 'm very pleased to
announce, is Mayor Nolan Crouse of St. Albert, who is in his
fourth term on the St. Albert city council and recently began his
third term as our city’s mayor. In addition to serving on a number

of boards and working tirelessly for our community, he also serves
as the chair of the Capital Region Board. Mayor Crouse is
incredibly involved in our community, and we are most lucky to
have him serving as our mayor.

My second guest, Mr. Speaker, is a gentleman named Al
Evaniew. Al is a partner at the law firm of Brownlee LLP. Al is a
remarkable and active member in our community. I’m proud to
acknowledge and congratulate Al on his recent appointment as
Queen’s Counsel. I'm extremely pleased to know Al and consider
Al a very dear friend.

My third guest, Mr. Speaker, is Cathy Heron. Cathy is a lifelong
St. Albert resident who is in her second term as city councillor.
She’s a very busy wife, mother, and an incredible community
member who works, again, tirelessly for our community, and most
importantly she’s a great neighbour.

I believe His Worship Mayor Crouse and Mr. Evaniew are
seated in the members’ gallery. Councillor Heron is in the public
gallery. I’d ask them now to rise and receive our warm acknowl-
edgement.

The Speaker: Hon. members, I’'m going to extend and delay the
clock at the same time here for a couple of minutes so that we can
finish these intros off.

Let’s go to the Minister of Infrastructure, followed by Lac La
Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills.

Mr. Mclver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m pleased to rise today
and introduce to you and to all members of the Assembly Mr.
Fouad El Kardy and Ms Selma Amery. Fouad and Selma are dear
friends of mine and are here to join us for this exciting budget day
and to witness the building Alberta plan in action. I’m pleased to
introduce them to you today and ask that they receive the tra-
ditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

1:50

The Speaker: Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills, followed by
Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock.

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise
today and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly three guests today, all great community leaders.
Coming all the way from the charming town of Elk Point, Debra
McQuinn is a financial planner with Servus Credit Union by day
and is an Elk Point town councillor and the president of the Elk
Point chamber of commerce by night, yet somehow she finds time
to play for the town’s ladies’ hockey team. Debra has been a
resident of Elk Point for 17 years now along with her husband,
Andrew, and two children, Colby and Jessica.

My second introduction is Chris Brown, who joins us today as a
resident of Lloydminster, where he is a reporter with the
Lloydminster Source. Chris came to Alberta in 2013 from Ontario,
where he previously served as the assistant director of commu-
nications for the hon. Leona Dombrowsky, the former Minister of
Education. So with the Minister of Justice he has something in
common. He’s a former Liberal staffer.

The third is Garth Rowswell, who is a financial adviser with
Edward Jones in Lloydminster, and I know he would be able to
teach the government a thing or two about planning a budget and
saving for the future.

I’d ask that my guests rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Barrhead-Morinville-
Westlock, followed by the Minister of Service Alberta.
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Ms Kubinec: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to rise
and introduce to you and through you the mayor of Woodlands
county, Mr. Jim Rennie, and his lovely daughter Hannah. The
Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne and I in Barrhead-Morinville-
Westlock share this dedicated elected official. Please join me in
welcoming the mayor and his daughter.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Service Alberta, followed by
Medicine Hat.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you. It’s a pleasure for me to rise today to
introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly a
man of integrity, a man of principle, and a man who’s always told
it like it is. This man is my hero, but more importantly, members
of the Assembly, it’s my dad. Mr. Speaker, he’s seated in your
gallery. I’d ask him to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you.

The final one is going back to the Associate Minister of
International and Intergovernmental Relations. Please read the
names that you have and ask them to rise, and then we’ll move on.
They’ve already been introduced. Thank you.

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I really
appreciate it. My guests are seated in the members’ gallery, a dele-
gation from China and members of Canadian Elite Beef Inc. Please
rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the House.

The Speaker: My apologies. Medicine Hat, you had one on the
list here, too. Quickly.

Mr. Pedersen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is a great pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly
three guests that have joined us today in the public gallery. Petros
Kusmu is the president of the University of Alberta Students’
Union and is always a great advocate for students across Alberta.
Petros has been instrumental in the IGNITE report, which was
launched last month and which I hope the minister reads cover to
cover. Petros was born and raised in Edmonton and in his spare
time performs with his band, Quordal Fusion.

Conner Brown is the vice-president external for the University
of Calgary Students’ Union and the chair of the Council of Alberta
University Students, and it has been my great pleasure as the
advanced education critic getting to know him. He’s originally
from North Vancouver. He played for the Delta Ice Hawks before
attending the U of C.

Kenneth Taylor is the vice-president external for the SAIT
Students’ Association and is also the chair of the Alberta Stu-
dents’ Executive Council. Ken has been great to work with over
the last couple of months, and he is a great reminder that our best
and brightest come from all 26 of Alberta’s postsecondary
institutions.

I would ask that they all rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: Hon. members, I’'m going to recognize the leader
of the Liberal opposition, and that will be it. We will have set a
record for introductions in this Chamber today.

The hon. member.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to introduce to
you and through you to all members of the Assembly Toby
Ramsden. He’s an accountant. He works with Dogs with Wings.
More importantly, two of his children ran as candidates in the last

provincial election for the Alberta Liberals. I’d like Toby to rise
and receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: Hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition,
your first main set of questions.

Premier’s Travel Expenses

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Premier is in all sorts of
hot water over her travel expenses, and I want to give her a chance
to clear the air for Albertans by telling us some of the details about
how her travel decisions are made. Can the Premier tell us how
her flights are booked, who decides between the options, and who
signs off on those decisions?

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the question from
the hon. Leader of the Opposition. I understand that Albertans
want to know that their tax dollars are being used wisely. That’s
why I’ve written to the Auditor General. I’ve asked him to review
out-of-province flights. We’ve grounded the government planes
travelling outside of the province until that review is done. I’ve
also asked the Minister of Finance to move forward with RFPs
with respect to accommodation, with respect to rental cars, and
with respect to transportation airlines.

Ms Smith: I notice, Mr. Speaker, that she didn’t answer the
question, so I’'m going to try again more specifically. I would like
the Premier to tell us about how the decision was made to take a
government plane to Ottawa for the South Africa trip. We know
there were at least three other options, which we put in a press
release on February 6. I’ll table that. Can the Premier tell us why
she ruled out a $625 direct flight from Calgary to Ottawa on
WestJet and why relatively inexpensive Air Canada flights
through Winnipeg and through Toronto were also rejected?

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, as I’ve said in this House before,
this is certainly something that’s very important, which is why
I’ve asked the Auditor General to come to the office to review
these processes. That is certainly the appropriate forum for this.
From our perspective, it’s very important that Albertans know that
they get value for taxpayers’ dollars. We want to make sure that
the Auditor General feels completely comfortable taking that
responsibility on — it’s an independent office of the Legislature —
and we’re looking forward to that work.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, maybe third time’s the charm. A
whistle-blower who works for the Minister of International and
Intergovernmental Relations told us a different story. They said
that they provided several flight options, including the ones I've
mentioned, that would have made it to Ottawa on time. However,
they said that these options were rejected because it is the official
policy of the Premier’s office that the Premier will never fly
economy and that the Premier will never take any commercial
flight that is not direct. Can the Premier tell us whether that’s true?

Ms Redford: No.

The Speaker: Official Opposition House Leader, your second
main set of questions.

Mathematics Curriculum

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, over the last two days we have been
asking the Education minister some important questions about the
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elementary math curriculum. Alberta parents are concerned that
the new math curriculum is not focused on learning the funda-
mentals, but in mathematics, knowing the basics is the whole
point. Will the minister make changes to the elementary math
curriculum so that mastering basic addition, subtraction, multi-
plication, and division is its primary goal?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, this question sounds very reminis-
cent of one I had a few days ago, to which I answered quite
simply: we will. There is a curriculum review ongoing of the math
curriculum right now and our entire curriculum, and one of the
key goals of that is to make sure those foundational, basic pieces
are more strongly emphasized.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, the problem is that the Education
minister keeps trying to say that there’s no issue here, but Alberta
parents disagree. They know their kids are not being taught to
memorize the basics. They know that their bright and talented kids
are getting to grade 5 without memorizing their times tables. Does
the minister agree that if kids leave elementary school without
having memorized their times tables up to 10 times 10, then our
math curriculum has utterly failed them?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, once again, it seems like they can’t
take yes for an answer. We agree that this needs to be very strong-
ly emphasized. We agree that this is something that we want to
make sure is in the curriculum and is a high priority. However, I
don’t want to concede that Alberta is not one of the top-performing
English jurisdictions on the entire planet, which other jurisdictions
tell us is the case and international tests prove is the case.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, that’s the reason it shouldn’t be
changing. Now, we know that the government has a hard time
with basic math because we have to keep explaining deficits to
them over and over and over again. For decades the Alberta basic
math curriculum was world leading. Now this government has
decided to chase after New Age fads, and our kids are suffering
the consequences. Now, the Premier is a mom, so will she stand
with the thousands of other parents and instruct the Education
minister to return us to the tried-and-true methods to teach basic,
elementary math?

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, it’s pretty exciting to embrace change,
to look at progress, and to think about how to improve things.
That’s why Albertans voted for us two years ago. That’s why this
budget today will speak to progress and will speak to change. |
hope that the hon. member isn’t suggesting that we can continue
to succeed and grow and thrive in this world and in this country by
keeping everything exactly the same. I know that’s what they said
in the last election, but I thought they would have learned
something themselves by now.

2:00

The Speaker: The hon. opposition leader for her third main set of
questions.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would hope all the parents
over there would go and ask their kids what the result is of two
times eight, because a lot of kids these days can’t answer that
question.

Electricity Pricing

Ms Smith: Albertans expect fairness in the marketplace. That’s
why market manipulation allegations brought against TransAlta
are so troubling. If true, they represent a major breach of public

trust and another failure of this government to protect Alberta
families and small businesses from being gouged on their power
bills. To the Premier: will she confirm that her government will
not tolerate electricity market manipulation?

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, that is exactly why we have a system
in this province that ensures that if those circumstances are found
to be true, the companies have to deal with the consequences. I’ll
go further than that, and I will say that if it is determined that that
is the case, then we will ensure that we are accountable to
consumers, that companies that pay fines are able to see that
money go back to consumers because that’s protecting consumers.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The allegations against
TransAlta are serious enough in some jurisdictions to be consid-
ered at least illegal if not criminal. The rules in Alberta, however,
are not nearly as strict. As is, they currently appear to give market
manipulation and intentional price inflation a free pass, leaving
ratepayers like families and small businesses open to being
gouged. To the Premier: is it the policy of the government to allow
a power company to turn off a power plant so they can force up
prices and gouge consumers?

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, there is an independent process going
on to determine what happened. It would be ridiculous for this
hon. member to suggest that this government would think that that
was appropriate. That’s why we have a system in place. It’s a
system that protects consumers. That’s why this issue is before
that regulator right now, and we look forward to the results.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The rules don’t protect
consumers. It certainly appears as though the electricity market is
stacked against everyday Albertans who pay their bills. Those
bills keep going up, and while this kind of price gouging is great
for a handful of power company executives, it could mean the
difference between profitability and bankruptcy for a small busi-
ness or making monthly rent for a family. Again to the Premier:
why hasn’t her government stepped in to protect consumers by
clearly making it illegal to turn off power plants and drive up
prices?

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, in this province we have a system that
is very closely monitored, and we know that there are times when
decisions have to be made. Our concern as a government is to
ensure that if a company ever makes that decision and it is found
that there is an