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[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Hon. members, the prayer. Lord, the God of
righteousness and truth, grant to our Queen and her government and
to all Members of the Legislative Assembly and to all in positions
of power and responsibility the guidance of Your spirit. May they
never lead the province wrongly through love of power, desire to
please, or unworthy ideas but, laying aside all private interest and
prejudice, keep in mind their responsibility to seek to improve the
condition of all. Amen.
Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: Hon. members, there are a number of guests joining
us today in a wide variety of the galleries. Please welcome to the
Legislative Assembly a school group from Greystone Centennial
middle school, joining us from the constituency of Spruce Grove-
Stony Plain. As well, at 2 o’clock in the gallery will be Norwood
elementary school from the constituency of Maskwacis-Wetaskiwin.
I invite all those students to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the Assembly. Thank you, hon. members.

In the Speaker’s gallery today we have several guests with us this
afternoon. First, a constituent of the Associate Minister of Natural
Gas, Master Warrant Officer Mike Vollick. He has been deployed
in Croatia, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan throughout his military
career and currently serves as the quartermaster senior instructor of
the First Battalion of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. I
invite members to welcome him.

We will welcome the rest of the members at the conclusion of
their introduction.

Visiting us from the United Kingdom this afternoon and seated
in the Speaker’s gallery is Mr. Robert John Pooley, MBE. Mr.
Pooley provides swords for the British and Commonwealth forces
and is the official supplier of the swords to our very own Sergeant-
at-Arms. Welcome, Mr. Pooley.

Also in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon are a number of
dedicated individuals from the Calgary and Edmonton Salvation
Army advisory board, including Major Margaret McLeod and
Major Al Hoeft.

Last but certainly not least, in the Speaker’s gallery today is a
very familiar face to this Chamber, Mr. Pat Nixon, of course, the
father of not only one but two hon. members.

Go ahead if you want, now that we’re here. [applause]

Also today we have guests of the Minister of Seniors and
Housing, Jamie Leong-Huxley, and the constituency manager of
Calgary-Fish Creek, Christina Steed, and a guest of the hon. Deputy
Speaker, Mary-Lou Stacey. Members, please welcome them to the
Assembly.

Members’ Statements

Property Rights Legislation

Mr. Barnes: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the UCP campaign
platform directly commits to enhancing property rights for all
Albertans. The UCP’s commitment to establishing an Alberta
property rights preservation act, enshrining property rights for

Alberta in the Canadian Constitution, establishing adverse-effects
legislation, and providing compensation for property owners being
negatively affected by regulations is not only fair and just, but it
will also ensure Alberta is a secure and more certain place to invest.

Currently, under Bill 36, the Alberta Land Stewardship Act, and
Bill 24, the Carbon Capture and Storage Statutes Amendment Act,
we continue to see uncertainty as well as limited access to courts
and timely and fair compensation. We also need to be considering
the positive economic and social impacts of how a free market for
environmental goods and services would impact our province. It
would allow our top-shelf environmentally conscious farmers and
ranchers the ability to promote and capitalize on the carbon they
sequester and their ability to provide and enhance first-rate soil
regeneration.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have always wondered why property rights
resonate more in rural Alberta than in our cities. Perhaps it is
because rural Alberta is huge, diverse, and pristine. Perhaps it is
because rural Albertans face more encroachments on their title
covenants, for which compensation may be owed.

Speaking of fencelines, as a teenager I spent many a summer
night playing touch football in a friend’s backyard because it was
as big as Commonwealth Stadium. Twenty years later I sold the
house during my real estate career. Oh my; an up-to-date real
property report showed that not only were we playing football on
my friend’s neighbour’s property all that time, but even his garage
had been built on the neighbour’s yard 30 years earlier. Mr.
Speaker, it took all my negotiating skills to sort out that one fairly
and according to property rights.

Mr. Speaker, good fences make good neighbours, and strong
property rights provide . . .

Education Act GSA Provision Enforcement

Ms Ganley: Imagine, Mr. Speaker, if you were required to pay
taxes, but there was no deadline. Would you still pay them on time,
and would you count on everyone else to do the same? Have you
ever tried to make a child apologize without a content requirement?
It doesn’t always go exactly as you were hoping. Imagine if we
were to prohibit speeding but didn’t say what the punishment was.
Certainly, in all these cases most people would follow the rules, but
it’s hard to believe that everyone would. That’s why we have laws,
to make sure that everyone plays by the same rules. When you make
a rule, you need to make more than just the rule. There needs to be
a consequence, there needs to be content on how you comply, and
there needs to be a timeline.

These are just a few examples, yet this is exactly the sort of thing
the government expects us to take on faith with Bill Hate. The bill
takes us back in time to a previous version of the legislation, that
had problems with enforceability. We know that there were
problems because students came forward to complain about schools
dragging their heels. We know that schools tried to prevent students
from calling a GSA and a QSA exactly that. We know that when
schools produced discriminatory inclusivity policies, we had to
change the law, exactly the same law that’s proposed now, in order
to enforce the spirit and intent.

Mr. Speaker, words matter, especially words in law. Now, it
remains possible that all these questions will be answered in
regulations. But if the government intended to do all that, the larger
question arises: why change it at all? We have solved these problems.
We have enforceability now. We have protection for our LGBTQ
students now. So why go back to a law with less protection unless
that was exactly the intent?
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The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville
is rising to make a statement.

Skilled Trades Caucus

Ms Armstrong-Homeniuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m honoured
to rise in the Assembly today and celebrate the creation of the first-
ever Skilled Trades Caucus, for which I was elected chair. It is a
pleasure to serve on this committee with my fellow caucus
members the hon. members from Spruce Grove-Stony Plain, Peace
River, Lesser Slave Lake, Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. Paul,
Lethbridge-East, Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland, and Highwood.

The government and Skilled Trades Caucus believes that
apprenticeship learning and the skilled trades have every bit as
much value and worth and merit as a university education. That’s
why we are committed to creating opportunities for young
Albertans to learn practical job skills that meet the demands of the
labour market and that will help them succeed and build prosperity
for all of Alberta.

Alberta faces the dual challenge of retirement among skilled
workers and the worst youth employment in decades. The
department of labour predicts that from now until 2025 more than
3,000 skilled workers will retire every year, creating a steady
demand for apprentices and skilled workers. We need to get ahead
of these trends. Our government is committed to enhancing and
expanding the apprenticeship model and the skilled trades by
increasing the focus on skills for jobs, from high school through
postsecondary and into the workplace.

1:40

I personally want to take this opportunity to recognize that there
are more trades than just the typical construction trades that are
most commonly thought of. I have a journeyman certificate as a
beautician, which can be just as rewarding and provides a good
living as well. I’ve worked in this profession for over 30 years.

The government has a strong plan to get Albertans back to work
and rebuild our economy to make life better for all Albertans. By
showing the world that we are open for business again, we will
generate the economic growth we need to bring back balance to our
province’s finances, create jobs, and make life better for Albertans.
The task before us is more than a promise; it’s an obligation.

Mr. Speaker, I’m honoured to stand alongside my colleagues in
fighting for skilled trades and apprenticeship learning.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Whitemud has risen.

Support for Young Parents

Ms Pancholi: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last week when I asked the
Minister of Children’s Services if she consulted with foster children
affected by the minimum wage rollback, the Government House
Leader got up instead to deflect the question and claimed that my
question was “ridiculous” and unreasonable. As someone who has
fought for social justice my entire life, this was truly disheartening.

Last week I attended Terra Centre’s Promising Futures breakfast
along with the Minister of Children’s Services. This is an amazing
breakfast, that helps raise funds to enable young parents to complete
their high school education and gain parenting skills. We heard that
many of these teens who get services from Terra come from poverty
and have had past involvement with Children’s Services. We also
heard of how many of these young parents rely on the minimum
wage and $25-per-day child care programming provided at
Braemar school.

Hearing the stories of these young people was truly moving, but
it was also disheartening given the policies of this government. This
government claims to care about young people, but they implement
a youth minimum wage so that they will earn less money to support
themselves and have an incentive to drop out of school. This
government refuses to answer my questions about vulnerable young
people in this province but also refuses to implement a long-term
affordable child care strategy that will help young parents.

If the minister won’t answer my questions in this House, it begs
the question of whether the minister is even raising these issues with
her cabinet colleagues. Or does the minister stand with the
Government House Leader, who believes that these questions are
unreasonable and ridiculous?

Mr. Speaker, vulnerable youth in our province deserve a
champion. They deserve a minister who is not afraid to stand up for
what is right, even when it is tough. As the NDP critic for
Children’s Services I will continue to stand up for all youth in this
province and hold this minister accountable. I will continue to urge
her to speak truth to power even when it is difficult.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Spruce Grove-Stony Plain.

Skilled Trades Training

Mr. Turton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last week I had the
opportunity to tour the local 1325 carpenters’ and millwrights’
facility right here in Edmonton with my hon. colleagues the
Minister of Labour and Immigration and the Minister of Advanced
Education. As a 20-year member of local 1325 it was wonderful to
see the training offered through one of these training centres and
the positive effect it has had on people entering the workforce. I'm
a dual-ticketed tradesperson myself, having earned my journeyman
carpentry ticket from NAIT in 2004 and having earned my
journeyman scaffolder’s ticket from this very same training centre
we had the pleasure of touring last week. Employers and contractors
here in Alberta and across Canada and around the world recognize
the need for a trained, professional, and safe workforce.
Organizations like the Alberta Carpenters Training Centre allow
Albertans to be among the best in the business, leading the field not
just in performance but in safety as well.

I understand the importance that trades play in Alberta, and I’'m
excited to see the support being offered to our tradespeople and
trades schools by this government. A source of great pride to my
constituents, Mr. Speaker, is that NAIT has opened a satellite
campus in Spruce Grove, allowing constituents of my riding greater
access to apprenticeship training. Trades must become an option
that is seen more highly by our high school students. Skilled trades
should have every bit as much merit, weight, value, and worth as a
university degree. I look forward to seeing what advances this
government will make in apprenticeship and trades availability to
small cities like mine, whether that be in high school programs or
further postsecondary opportunities.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung.

LGBTQ2S-plus Youth and Bill 8

Mr. Dach: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. LGBTQ youth are four times
more likely to attempt suicide than their peers. Adolescent LGBTQ
youth who have been rejected by their families because of their
sexual orientation or gender identity are over eight times more
likely to attempt suicide. One study indicates that 28 per cent of
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trans and two-spirit people had attempted suicide at least once.
LGBTQ youth need a safe space.

Another study found that 49 per cent of trans students, 33 per cent
of lesbian students, and 40 per cent of gay male students had
experienced sexual harassment in school in the last year. Twenty
per cent of LGBTQ students reported being physically harassed or
assaulted about their perceived gender identity or sexual
orientation. That is why LGBTQ youth need a safe space.

According to the Child and Youth Advocate, LGBTQ2S-plus
young people have specific vulnerabilities, needs, and circumstances
that require particular attention. He made five specific recom-
mendations to the government just this year, including the need to
revise policy and practices to support LGBTQ2S-plus young
people. Mr. Speaker, Bill 8 is actually altering policy and practices
to lessen supports for these vulnerable youth, the opposite of the
recommendations of the Child and Youth Advocate. The Child and
Youth Advocate releases special reports when there are systemic
issues affecting children and youth that need to be addressed by
government, and 50 per cent of the reports in the last six years have
been about LGBTQ2S-plus youth.

I cannot stress it enough. LGBTQ youth need a safe space. This
is literally a matter of life and death. Bill 8, no matter how many
times the members opposite deny it, will harm LGBTQ youth. It
has so many loopholes in it so big that you could drive a Sunday
school bus through it.

Notices of Motions
The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader is rising.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to provide
oral notice of the following motions. First, Government Motion 22.
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Bill 9, the Public
Sector Wage Arbitration Deferral Act, is resumed, not more than
one hour shall be allotted to any further consideration of the bill
in second reading, at which time every question necessary for the

disposal of the bill at this stage shall be put forthwith.
Second, Government Motion 23. [interjections]

The Speaker: Order.

Mr. Jason Nixon:
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Bill 9, the Public
Sector Wage Arbitration Deferral Act, is resumed, not more than
six hours shall be allotted to any further consideration of the bill
in Committee of the Whole, at which time every question
necessary for the disposal of the bill at this stage shall be put
forthwith.

The Speaker: Hon. members, we will have order while the
Government House Leader is providing notice of his motion. We
certainly will have lots of opportunity for debate, at which point in
time I encourage the opposition to engage in it.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Government Motion 24, Mr. Speaker.
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Bill 9, the Public
Sector Wage Arbitration Deferral Act, is resumed, not more than
two hours shall be allotted to any further consideration of the bill
in third reading, at which time every question necessary for the
disposal of the bill at this stage shall be put forthwith.

Tabling Returns and Reports

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar has a
tabling today.

Mr. Schmidt: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m rising to table two
articles. One is entitled Hansen Brothers Hockey, and the other one
is called The Real Hansen Brothers from Camrose, Alberta and
Augsburg College, Minneapolis, Minnesota. These articles detail
the interesting lives of the Hansen brothers of Camrose, who
comprised the Augsburg college hockey team during the late 1920s
and almost represented the United States in the 1928 Olympics.
They are composed by Gary Zeman, who is a constituent of mine.
I have the appropriate . . .

The Speaker: 1, too, look forward to reading the articles.
Is there anyone else who has a tabling? The hon. Minister of
Education.

Member LaGrange: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today with the
requisite number of copies of documentation: an advisory issued by
the office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner which
clarifies the protections afforded to students participating in GSAs
under privacy legislation.

The Speaker: Are there any other tablings? The Member for St.
Albert is rising to table a document.

Ms Renaud: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to table a
story. It’s part of a CBC news series entitled In Our Backyard,
which looks at the effects climate change is having in Canada, from
extreme weather events to how it’s reshaping our economy. This
one is called ‘It’s a Problem for Society’: Climate Change Is
Making Some Homes Uninsurable.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: The hon. the Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

1:50 Bill 9 Debate Time

Ms Hoffman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Certainly, I
imagine that some of the youth in the audience were wondering
what that horrific response was. The response was to the fact that
the Government House Leader last night brought in a motion to
limit debate, and today he brings in closure because he’s trying to
stymie voices. Students learned that how a bill becomes a law is
supposed to be a fair process with democratic debate and
representation. Why won’t the Premier allow that to happen? Why
won’t he stand up and face the workers that he’s trying to take the
rights away from?

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, no one is taking anybody’s rights away.
We’re proposing a bill to defer arbitration by four months to ensure
that the government has adequate information on the fiscal state of
the province. There will be ample debate. I’ve been advised by the
Government House Leader that there will be somewhere between
25 and 30 hours of debate. That’s more than one hour for every
member of the opposition for a three-page bill on a four-month
deferral.

Ms Hoffman: Minutes after midnight last night the government
moved to shut down debate on its bad-faith bargaining bill. This is
a bill that gives the government heavy-handed authority to delay
legally mandated contracts, to break the law, to impose contracts on
nurses, teachers, paramedics, the first responders who were
evacuating the north last night. It’s cowardly, and this Premier
deserves to face the people he’s rolling back the rights and
protections for. Why won’t he? Why won’t he stand in this House
and defend his bill?
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Mr. Kenney: I am rising in the House and defending the bill, but,
Mr. Speaker, I’m getting worried the member opposite is getting so
agitated she might call the government sewer rats soon because she
did it before. You know what? Conservatives and Albertans are not
sewer rats. This government was elected with the largest democratic
mandate in Alberta electoral history on a mandate to restore balance
to our province’s finances. That means proceeding with collective
bargaining agreements in an informed and responsible way. That’s
exactly what we’re doing with a mere four-month deferral on a
couple of agreements.

Ms Hoffman: I don’t call bullying teachers, nurses, and paramedics
balance, Mr. Speaker. I call that an injustice.

I think it’s rich for members who may have been in their bed last
night while they had their cabinet do their dirty work to come into
this House and say that they’re bringing in balance. That is far from
what’s happening in this place. It’s an embarrassment. This Premier
knows better. Why won’t he act better?

Mr. Kenney: Well, Mr. Speaker, when it comes to bullying and
incivility, we see a master class on that from the opposition in this
place every day at question period.

This government has been entrusted with a mandate from the
largest democratic vote in Alberta history to restore balance to the
province’s finances. We’re going to do exactly that, in part by
ensuring that we get all of the necessary information from the
MacKinnon panel, chaired by a former New Democrat finance
minister, before we can proceed in a responsible way with the wage
reopeners and these collective bargaining agreements.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Ms Hoffman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What the Premier is
pushing his cabinet and caucus to do is cowardly. It is the epitome
of unconstitutional, law-breaking infringement on the rights of
teachers, nurses, paramedics, and front-line public service
members. | am embarrassed that this Premier thinks he can come in
here and say that it’s simply a delay until after the federal election,
because he doesn’t want his numbers to tank the same way his
friend Doug Ford’s numbers are tanking. Will the Premier admit
that he — will he promise, let’s try that. Will he promise to sit in this
House for every stage of Bill 9 debate, or is he going to run away?

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, we can see the lack of respect that the
NDP has for this Chamber, for the traditions of this institution, for
basic civility and public discourse. [interjections]

The Speaker: Hon. members, | heard the question. We will hear
the answer.

Mr. Kenney: Shouting, heckling, attacking, fear and smear: Mr.
Speaker, that’s why they ended up with a historic repudiation from
Alberta voters, voters who told us to act responsibly, to get our
finances under control. That means we need all of the information
necessary, and that is exactly why this is a modest, four-month
deferral. While we fully respect collective bargaining agreements,
we want to proceed in a responsible way.

Ms Hoffman: Forty per cent of Albertans voted for us, and even if
they didn’t, Mr. Speaker, they deserve to have their voices heard in
this place. Shutting down debate, bringing in time limitation, and
pretending that there’s nothing to see here when clearly there is, the
Government House Leader bumbled through some rationale for
why he thought the House no longer needed to debate it, and then
he says: we’ll bring in further closure. That is the epitome of

bullying. Will the Government House Leader admit it, and will he
stop bullying around his own caucus? They deserve to speak on this.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Mr. Speaker, as the hon. Premier has said, there
will be over 30 hours of debate, over one hour for each member of
the opposition if they want it. But you know what was very, very
disappointing last night? You were sitting in the chair. I bet you
were shocked to see it, as over and over the opposition used their
time to debate on this bill to try adjourn debate and make sure that
they could go home last night instead of being in here and working,
not focusing on the legislation. We will give the time that is needed
to debate this bill. [interjection]

Mr. Ellis: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Jason Nixon: I suggest the opposition take the opportunity to
do it.

An Hon. Member: Absolute liars.

The Speaker: Hon. members, if I wasn’t mistaken, I heard
someone from the opposition bench say: absolute liars. Of course,
that wouldn’t have happened because that would have been wildly
inappropriate. It seems to me by the sheepish look from someone in
the middle row there that perhaps that is what I heard.

I do note the point of order at 1:55 or so.

Ms Hoffman: An act to impose bad-faith bargaining practices that
steamroll over legal, constitutional rights, Mr. Speaker, is nothing
to be rushed. Absolutely. I’d be happy to inform the House leader
that actually when you call a division, it doesn’t count against
debate time. It actually does bring attention to the fact that this
should be debated in front of the public instead of under the
darkness of night. Why won’t the Government House Leader, why
won’t the Premier, look the workers that he’s steamrolling over in
the eye? Why did he send his caucus in here to do his dirty work?

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, first of all, that member just magically
inflated the NDP’s popular vote by about a quarter. That party was
repudiated by Albertans for many reasons, one of which is the exact
incivility and anger that they are demonstrating in this place today.
[interjections]

The Speaker: Order.

Mr. Kenney: Another reason that they were repudiated, Mr.
Speaker, was their gross fiscal irresponsibility, driving this
province towards $100 billion of debt. This government takes
seriously our mandate to restore balance to the finances. We’ll do
that in a responsible way.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora for the
third question.

Gay-straight Alliances in Schools

Ms Hoffman: Hundreds of Albertans are planning to come to this
Legislature tomorrow night for a nonpartisan rally to save gay-
straight alliances. This event is called pride as protest. It’s a direct
response to this government’s Bill Hate, which will destroy GSAs
and allow . ..

Mr. Jason Nixon: Point of order.

Ms Hoffman: . .. students to be outed, Mr. Speaker. I will be
attending this rally, and I know all members of our opposition
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caucus will. My question is to the Premier: will you be attending
the rally tomorrow night, and if not, why not?

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, Bill 8 constitutes part of our
commitment to Albertans presented in our platform to bring into
force the Education Act, the very same act that the NDP committed
to bring into force in 2015. With respect to gay-straight alliances it
simply re-establishes the law that the NDP voted for in 2014, which
would be the strongest statutory protections for gay-straight
alliances in Canada.

Mr. Speaker, as the Privacy Commissioner has confirmed today,
the privacy law will continue apply, as it always has, to the
participation of students in extracurricular activities.

Ms Hoffman: Well, perhaps when the Premier is gallivanting
across Canada campaigning for his friends, he missed his own
minister’s memo on Friday, which admits that the law that they are
proposing to bring in in no way is the strongest in Canada, Mr.
Speaker. His own minister admitted that. She also indicated that she
would continue to consult, but she said that she already had talked
to everybody. My question to the minister is: will you join me at
the rally tomorrow and allow me to introduce you to the folks who
are here to protest against Bill Hate because they are terrified you
are destroying their right to GSAs?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Point of order.

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, the law that the NDP is attacking was
the law for the first three years of their government. It was the law
they voted for in 2014. It was the law, the Education Act, they ran
on proclaiming in 2015. T am proud to have last week been
attracting a major international investment to this province and
standing up and defending this province, defending our energy
industry and jobs and building alliances to support our vital
economic interests, something that the NDP never did.

2:00

Ms Hoffman: Mr. Speaker, today we have the strongest laws in
Canada to protect gay kids and their allies. Should this government
move forward with John Carpay crafted amendments to make sure
that they bring in Bill Hate . ..

Mr. Jason Nixon: Point of order.

Ms Hoffman: . . . that will no longer be the case. Will the minister
rise in this House and admit that the bill she is bringing forward is
a rollback, is an attack on gay-straight alliances and the kids who
are a part of them?

Mr. Kenney: Of course, it’s not, Mr. Speaker, and no amount of
these kinds of absurd charges from the NDP makes it any more true.
It’s essentially re-establishing a law that existed for three years
under the NDP government, with which they were perfectly
satisfied until they decided to try cynically to use this issue to divide
Albertans, but Albertans rejected that. You know when they
rejected it? They rejected it on election day in giving this
government the largest democratic mandate in Alberta history on
an explicit commitment to bring into force the Education Act.
That’s exactly what Bill 8 facilitates.

The Speaker: I would just note the points of order that have been
identified by the Government House Leader as well as the govern-
ment whip in the first supplemental on the second question and in
the third set of questions.

Energy and Environmental Policies

Ms Hoffman: Alberta is expecting good news today, Mr. Speaker.
Let me tell you, the approval of the Trans Mountain pipeline is a
victory for our leader and for all Albertans. We proved that a
balancing approach, where you protect the environment and the
economy, can produce real results for Alberta’s energy sector.
Decades of dithering by Conservative governments in Ottawa and
Edmonton couldn’t get a pipeline to tidewater. Will the Premier tell
this House what he is planning to do to ensure that the approval of
our pipeline isn’t threatened by lack of adequate environmental
protection and consultation with indigenous leaders, which, of
course, is the reason why he failed for so many years in Ottawa?

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, it is astonishing to see how little the
NDP learned from the humiliation delivered to them by Alberta
voters, who were understandably outraged with the total failure of
the NDP to make any progress on pipelines or on oil and gas, the
NDP...

An Hon. Member: Point of order.

Mr. Kenney: ... that surrendered to the killing of Northern
Gateway, that surrendered to a U.S. veto on Keystone, that
surrendered to the Prime Minister killing Energy East. You know
why, Mr. Speaker? We all know why. It’s because the NDP has
always been against our oil and gas industry. [interjections]

The Speaker: Hon. members. [interjections] Hon. members. A
point of order is noted, but I would encourage all members to
acknowledge the need for decorum inside the Chamber. In
particular, when asking or answering a question, it is important that
the chair can hear both of those occasions.

Ms Hoffman: Mr. Speaker, our government introduced a 100-
megatonne emissions cap because it was endorsed by industry,
indigenous groups, First Nations, and environmentalists alike.
Industry told us that they got the oil out of the sand . . .

Mr. Dang: Point of order.

Ms Hoffman: . . . and they could get the carbon out of the barrel,
and with that cap in place Alberta is in a stronger position to protect
our constitutional authority as owner and regulator of our natural
resources against attacks like Bill C-69. To the Premier. You’ve
been wishy-washy on this. Will you keep the 100-megatonne cap
that helped us get this pipeline approval?

Mr. Kenney: Mr. Speaker, I understand why the NDP heckl