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[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Lord, the God of righteousness and truth, grant to
our Queen and to her government, to Members of the Legislative
Assembly, and to all in positions of responsibility the guidance of
Your spirit. May they never lead the province wrongly through love
of power, desire to please, or unworthy ideas but, laying aside all
private interests and prejudice, keep in mind their responsibility to
seek to improve the condition of all. Amen.
Please be seated.

Members’ Statements
Health Budget 2020-2021 and COVID-19

Mr. Nielsen: Mr. Speaker, yesterday was a sad day in the history
of this province. That’s because yesterday this Premier and his
government showed Albertans that they are not above using an
ongoing coronavirus pandemic to push through a budget of
austerity; a budget that will see fewer health care workers when we
need more; a budget that will see fewer hospital beds, not more; a
budget that will see less financial support for doctors when they
need support and certainty the most.

Now more than ever we need to protect our health care. This
government is capitalizing on the crisis to pass a budget that doesn’t
meet the needs of Albertans in the midst of this pandemic.

As hundreds of doctors call on this government to reverse their
plans to change doctor compensation, this government is continuing
their fight with our province’s doctors and health care professionals
and insisting on bringing chaos into the health care system. Instead
of pulling together with our front-line health care workers, this
government is stubbornly doubling down on their efforts to pick a
fight with them in the face of an ongoing pandemic. Changes
coming to doctors’ compensation on April 1 still make it so that
doctors don’t know how they’re going to get paid in just two weeks.

Despite the uncertainty created by this government, our front-line
health care workers will continue to step up and fight against the
ongoing pandemic, and it’s about time that this government did,
too. Mr. Speaker, the World Health Organization has called the
coronavirus pandemic the health care crisis of our time, and it’s of
the utmost importance that we rise to the challenge and do
everything in our power to combat this pandemic and to protect the
lives of Albertans.

COVID-19 Community Response

Mr. Amery: Mr. Speaker, our world is facing unprecedented times
of uncertainty. The outbreak of COVID-19 has caused panic and
fear among Albertans, but as the number of affected individuals has
grown, so has the solidarity that Albertans have shown for one
another. Many Albertans have taken measures to protect not only
themselves but to protect those around them, to protect those who
are more likely to be diagnosed with COVID-19.

Mr. Speaker, it has been proven that older adults and individuals
with serious chronic medical conditions are more likely to become
very sick should they be diagnosed with COVID-19, but thankfully
— and not out of order but out of choice — many Albertans have
decided to socially isolate themselves to prevent the spread of the

virus. This is not because these individuals are only worried about
catching COVID-19 themselves but because they are worried about
spreading the virus to someone who is more vulnerable.

Mr. Speaker, social distancing is but one example of the
solidarity that Albertans have demonstrated during this time.
Almost immediately individuals in Calgary created a Facebook
group called the YYC COVID-19 Volunteers. These volunteers are
picking up groceries, medicine, and other necessary supplies for
those who are in self-isolation or quarantine and are unable to do so
themselves. As of March 15 this group has over 2,500 members.
Over 2,500 Calgarians have volunteered to help those in need.

Mr. Speaker, we are experiencing trying times, and at this point
we still don’t know what is to come, but if we continue to look out
for one another, we will get through this. I plead to all elected
officials in this House, no matter what side of the Chamber you sit
on, to show leadership, put partisanship aside, and stand in
solidarity as we navigate this difficult time.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Peace River has a statement.

COVID-19 Precautions and Self-care

Mr. Williams: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Though we are in
uncertain times, I want to remind Albertans that life will continue,
and today that means wishing everybody a happy St. Patrick’s Day.

While Albertans are preoccupied with the COVID-19 pandemic,
I think it’s important to keep in mind that we have gotten through
much worse when together. It’s important for our emotional and
mental health that we take a break from the 24-hour news cycle and
do things that bring us joy. Of course, we need to take precautions
in the midst of this. We need to listen to the advice of our chief
medical officer, who is doing a tremendous job of keeping us all
safe, and we need to follow the recommendations of our public
health authorities. Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, stay home
if feeling ill, avoid large gatherings, use the self-assessment tool,
and drink a pint of Guinness or green beer on St. Patty’s Day.

It’s the responsibility of all of us to end this pandemic, and one
step at a time, day by day, we will do that. Albertans will persevere,
I have no doubt. In the meantime, Mr. Speaker, use this opportunity
to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, the day named after the fifth-century
Irish saint responsible for the conversion of much of Ireland. Not
often does the hustle and bustle of 21st-century life grind to a halt,
so take some time to block out the negatives and focus on the
positives in your life. Whether you’re Irish or not, we’re all green
on St. Patrick’s Day.

So blow the dust off those board games, tell stories, watch a
movie together, bake some green St. Patrick’s Day cupcakes, and
whatever your family enjoys doing, just take this time together.
More so today than ever before we hope that people celebrate
responsibly. But just remember that as the days pass, things will get
better. We will overcome this virus, and our lives will come back
to normal.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Health Budget 2020-2021

Member Loyola: Mr. Speaker, I rise to address a serious concern
brought forward by constituents. They’re concerned about this
budget, a budget that’s being forced through this Legislature in
record time, a budget that isn’t needed when interim supply and
special warrants are available to the government, and a budget that
obviously charts the wrong path for our province. My constituents
are concerned about real cuts to health care as proposed in this
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budget. At a time when Alberta and the whole world are facing a
virulent pandemic, it is unconscionable to my constituents that this
government would make real cuts to the health care budget.

My constituents are also concerned that this budget doesn’t
provide the necessary support for our front-line health care workers,
who are risking their own health to protect their fellow citizens.
They find it odd, perplexing, and downright confusing that the
Health minister decided to tear up contracts with doctors, and they
find it bewildering that he announced additional changes to
radiologists yesterday.

Simply put, my constituents are concerned that we’re passing a
budget that is making real cuts to public services when we need them
most. During a pandemic all citizens of our province become acutely
aware of just how important these public services are. These
programs and services provide our economic security and the security
of people. Now is not the time to cut. Let me say it again: in the face
of a pandemic now is not the time to cut. This government still has
time to do the right thing and hold off on their ideological agenda
until after this crisis has passed. On behalf of my constituents I’'m
asking the government to do the right thing: reverse course, and
protect our front-line services when they’re needed the most.

COVID-19 and Seniors

Mr. Rowswell: Mr. Speaker, seniors are a large and very important
community in my constituency, and I am proud of the younger
population in my constituency stepping up to help our seniors. I’'ve
seen many people posting on Facebook or making phone calls
asking how they can help those who can’t do things for themselves
in our current situation regarding COVID-19. The best thing that
those who are healthy can do for our seniors is to offer their help. |
was happy to hear that there has been lots of support for our seniors
throughout Vermilion-Lloydminster-Wainwright.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to remember that COVID-19 can
affect seniors tremendously compared to a younger individual. This
is why some of the province’s first recommendations were for
seniors and those who have compromised immune systems to
prevent the spread of this virus at a higher scale. It is important to
remember that the best way to prevent the spread of COVID-19
among seniors in Alberta is to limit contact. Only essential visits to
any continuing care or long-term care facility in Alberta are
recommended. Individuals over 60 years of age and those with pre-
existing health conditions are most at risk for severe symptoms of
COVID-19, and families and friends of those in these facilities are
asked to think of other ways besides visiting that they can support
and encourage their loved ones through this difficult time.

1:40

It is also important to remember that our elderly are unable to go
grocery shopping because of the incredibly high volumes of people
that have been present in grocery stores across the province.
Grocery stores have had lineups of concerned and scared
individuals waiting to get their groceries and supplies to last
through this pandemic. To accommodate seniors, some grocery
stores have opened early or set time aside specifically for seniors.

We will be able to get through this together, helping one another.
After all, it is our nature as Albertans.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Support for Persons Affected by COVID-19

Ms Phillips: Mr. Speaker, Albertans have questions. Small
businesses want to know how they are going to pay rent with
reduced cash flow if landlords can evict them, how to pay for sick

leave, how to access credit. Individuals and families want to know
why, if they have to self-isolate, the Premier told them that they
would have paid leave when no such thing exists. People want to
know if there is a plan from their UCP government for income
replacement. People want to know if this government will take
action to ensure that they will not get evicted or have their utilities
cut off. And what will happen with homeless shelters?

People want to know who is going to help their elderly relative in
long-term care now that visitors are no longer allowed. People want
to know what’s going to happen to people with disabilities, many of
whom live in group settings with outside caregivers. People want to
know how to handle home-schooling their kids. Count me as one of
them. Ultimately, all Albertans want to know: where is the plan for
some form of universal income replacement program that will keep
us going through this emergency? All of these matters are under
provincial jurisdiction. Instead, this government has told Albertans
that we should wait for Ottawa to take care of wage replacement.

In the news conference announcing school closures, this Premier
did not spend enough time talking about how he was going to help
families whose kids are suddenly at home. And he’s singularly
focused on ramming through a fairy-tale budget using undemocratic
procedural means that still falls short of population growth and
inflation in heath care but also institutes massive cuts to social
services. Forget basic income, Mr. Speaker; this government needs
to focus on basic job description.

Albertans have legitimate questions, and this UCP government
seems to be the only provincial government in Canada that is not
giving those answers. The NDP will continue to fight for Albertans.
This government will be held to account for how it cares for
Albertans during this pandemic.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Deena Hinshaw

Mr. Long: Mr. Speaker, the past few weeks have been confusing
for Albertans. Many people are scared because they don’t know
what’s in store. We hear stories on the news of what is happening
in other countries, we wonder whether airports are secure, and
sometimes we’re not sure who to trust for information.

In Alberta we’ve been turning to the chief medical officer, Dr.
Deena Hinshaw. The chief medical officer has the highly important
responsibility of providing public health advice and expertise to our
government. Dr. Hinshaw completed her undergraduate degree at
Augustana university college in Camrose. She then pursued her
medical degree, a master’s in public health, and residencies in
family medicine and community medicine at the University of
Alberta. Dr. Hinshaw has been a trusted adviser to her patients for
many years, and in recent weeks she has become a trusted source to
all Albertans. Dr. Hinshaw served as a medical officer of health in
the central zone of Alberta Health Services. At times she has
specialized and led the public health surveillance and infrastructure
teams for AHS.

For over a year Dr. Hinshaw has held her role of chief medical
officer, a role that often goes unrecognized as our province has not
experienced a public health crisis like this in many years. Yet in these
times of great uncertainty and fear Dr. Hinshaw has become a
calming presence for Albertans. Thousands of Albertans have been
watching her press conferences every afternoon to find the latest,
most up-to-date information from a trusted adviser. We know that her
decisions and her advice are calculated and that she has considered
the many factors at play as our province faces and combats this
pandemic.

Many Albertans, including those in West Yellowhead, have
expressed their gratitude for Dr. Hinshaw’s updates and wisdom.
They appreciate having an honest source for scientific information
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and the facts about this virus. Now I ask that my colleagues join me
in recognizing her work, her diligence, her compassion, and her
empathy as she helps Albertans get through this very difficult time.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-West.

COVID-19 First Responders and Decision-makers

Mr. Ellis: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise today in
gratitude for those first responders who put their lives on the line
every single day. In a time where it has been recommended to work
from home to contain the COVID-19 virus, these selfless people
don’t have that option. I’d like to thank them again for continually
getting up and facing this unknown threat, this invisible enemy, this
pandemic that is deeply affecting so many of us. These brave souls
are the first point of contact for scared, injured, and sick Albertans.
They deal with this rapidly unfolding situation in real time to ensure
that our safety is provided and medical services are attended to.
These people are the voices of reason during times of crisis. They
are that calming voice and that reassurance during times of great
anxiety.

Mr. Speaker, every call is an unknown threat with an unknown
risk. These people do not expect to be thanked. These people are
society’s everyday heroes. No jurisdiction could get through this
harsh new reality without them. The world is facing such an
extreme global pandemic, one that is truly unprecedented. It is times
like these that reveal how necessary it is to have such a strong,
capable first response team. The boots on the ground are truly the
backbone of any organization.

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I would like to say a special thank you to Dr.
Deena Hinshaw, to the Minister of Health, and to the Premier for
being able to react to this challenging, evolving, and critical situation.
These decisions are not easy for anyone, and it is with gratitude that
our government has been able to make such courageous decisions,
certainly, under extraordinary circumstances.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

COVID-19 and Tourism in Banff-Kananaskis

Ms Rosin: Mr. Speaker, a lot has changed this past week. With
COVID-19 on the rise, our government took swift action by
bolstering health care with an additional $500 million, tripling 811
call line capacity, creating a self-diagnosis website, and extending
job-protected leave for those needing to self-quarantine. But it’s
time that somebody said it: we need to treat this not only as a health
crisis but as an economic crisis, especially for Banff and Canmore.

My riding of Banff-Kananaskis is bracing to be one of the most
impacted by COVID-19. Banff and Canmore have never hesitated
to welcome guests from all over. Our Rocky Mountains are the
foundation of our country’s tourism industry, and they welcome 4.2
million guests every single year. Nearly 90 per cent of Banff’s GDP
is based on tourism and the continued business that these visitors
bring. But in times like these Banff and Canmore are uniquely
vulnerable. The high visitation puts our communities at a very high
risk of contact with the virus, yet we are economically reliant on
that visitation, and without it our local economy is threatened. As
international fear grows, flights are cancelled, and borders are
closed, Banff and Canmore’s primary industry collapses. We’ve
already had major conferences, events, and hotel stays cancelled
and, as a result, decreased sales at souvenir shops, boutique stores,
and restaurants. Being a small-business, tourism economy caught
in the middle of a scrambling global market and a health pandemic
disproportionately hurts Banff and Canmore.

We absolutely need to focus on combatting COVID-19, but we
need to ensure Alberta’s economy survives, too. We need a strategy
that addresses COVID-19 but also addresses our economy, with
Banff and Canmore’s unique vulnerabilities at the forefront. We are
in uncharted territory here, but our tourism communities and their
unique exposure to these health and economic concerns cannot be
ignored. Banff and Canmore need test kits, and we need a protective
and proactive small-business policy. We need a balance of support
for our industry and safety for our residents. We will get through
this, Mr. Speaker, but we need the government’s backing.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: The Leader of Her Majesty’s Official Opposition has
the call.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In the interest of serving all
Albertans in this pandemic, the Official Opposition shared all of our
questions with the government this morning so that more detailed
answers could be provided.

Income Support for Persons Affected by COVID-19

Ms Notley: Yesterday the Premier advised that he was awaiting the
federal government decision on an expansion to EI to help those unable
to work due to the pandemic. Meanwhile, however, other provinces like
Quebec have already announced specific supplementary income
programs for their citizens. To the Premier, who I let know we’d be
asking this question: will the government of Alberta provide
income support to those Albertans not currently or subsequently
covered by EI expansions by the federal government?

The Speaker: The hon. the President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are working right now,
firstly, with the federal government as EI is a national program, and
our federal government has a responsibility through that program
to deliver it to Canadians. We’re working to understand, firstly, that
the program will be able to cover the exact situations that the
member opposite identified, and we will follow that up, in the event
that the response is insufficient in our view, with measures from our
own government.

1:50

Ms Notley: Well, thank you to the minister for that answer. Now,
while Albertans on average have higher incomes than other
Canadians, we also have a higher percentage of people working
paycheque to paycheque and struggling to make ends meet. For
most Albertans employment insurance pays them about $2,000 per
month before taxes. In many cases families will have bills and other
obligations that far exceed that amount. My question again to the
Finance minister, then, is: will the government of Alberta be
considering any form of EI top-up to support Albertans beyond the
El rate?

The Speaker: The Minister of Finance and the President of
Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, at this point in time
we’re advocating hard on behalf of Albertans to the federal
government for expansion and enhancement to the EI program so
that that program can adequately meet the needs of Albertans.
Albertans have paid into EI, a net amount, by the billions of dollars
in the last decades, and we really believe that it is the federal
government’s responsibility to ensure that program, in fact, pays
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out and provides the support that Albertans need at this point in
time.

Ms Notley: 1 get their position with respect to the federal
government. The question was: would the Alberta government
consider backstopping if the federal government doesn’t step up?
That’s the question I asked.

My question now is along the same line. If EI does not cover small-
business owners, people who are laid off due to business slowdown
because of the virus in particular, or people who are at home caring
for their children because of the school closure and the daycare
closure, will the government of Alberta consider providing income
support to those people?

Mr. Toews: Mr. Speaker, our government will be looking at every
individual situation where Albertans may fall through the cracks from
federal programs, and we will be looking at and considering a
provincial response. This government will not let Albertans fall
through the cracks of insufficient programs.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

COVID-19 and Health System Capacity and Resources

Mr. Shepherd: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. In times of crisis
public health officials have the ability to take hotels or other
infrastructure and use them to respond in the public interest to this
pandemic or any other. Now, we’ve just heard that we have a
declaration of a state of emergency. If COVID-19 spreads and we see
thousands of Albertans requiring hospitalization, I assume this may
be the only way we can ensure there is space. To the Premier: have
you made any plans to take over hotels, in which locations, and how
many additional beds in total will it provide?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Health has risen.

Mr. Shandro: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. AHS has contingency
plans in place that consider all aspects of resource planning, of
assessment, of response. That includes allocation of scarce resources
and assessing what services must continue, such as cancer care, and
what can be safely postponed, such as elective procedures. There are
about 550 ventilators available today, to answer the member’s
question from yesterday. Another 50 are on order currently. Hotels
are an option to expand community capacity, and — oh. Sorry.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

Mr. Shepherd: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate that
answer.

We’ll also need a good deal of medical supplies should the
pandemic worsen and Albertans are hospitalized. To the Premier:
I’m hoping we can get some specifics on these supplies because,
having seen your letter to Prime Minister Trudeau, you stated that
you were seeking 90,000 swabs, 500,000 N95 masks, and 600,000
face shields. I am wondering. Why do we need such large orders?
Are we short hundreds of thousands of masks and face shields? And
what steps have we taken to otherwise secure those vital supplies?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, AHS is seeing an
increase in requests for supplies and equipment related to the risk
of transmission, such as the N95 respirators, hand sanitizers, and
the cleaning wipes. It’s important to be clear that precautions are
based on the evidence that COVID is transmitted by droplets, that
it’s not airborne. These products are critical for AHS staff to safely

perform their duties and maintain a safe workplace. AHS is using
its advantages as a single purchaser to ensure that access to these
needed supplies is there and implementing controls to ensure that
critical supplies are used appropriately.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Now, some provinces
have sought to have retired front-line health care workers return to
our hospitals during this pandemic. I have certainly expressed some
concerns about the actions that have been taken by this Premier and
the Health minister that have potentially driven some doctors away
from this province and perhaps made it difficult to recruit more
workers. To date the Premier has dismissed my concerns, though I
understand that he did reference this during his recent presser today,
so I’ll ask a different way today. To the Premier: what steps are you
taking to add doctors and other front-line health care workers to our
ranks during this public crisis? Please be specific.

The Speaker: The Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maximizing staffing is an
essential part of our planning for physicians and for nurses, for all
health care providers. Planning has to consider that health care
workers themselves are subject to COVID-19 as well as being
needed to care for others who might be infected. As an example,
Alberta Health is working with AHS and the College of Physicians
& Surgeons of Alberta, the CPSA, to determine how many recently
retired physicians are available. The college has developed an
emergency register of everyone who has retired over the last two
years to streamline the way that they may be able to get their
accreditation back quickly and get back to working.

COVID-19 and Homeowner and Renter Concerns

Mr. Carson: Mr. Speaker, yesterday the government of Ontario
announced it was suspending evictions during the coronavirus
pandemic. Frankly, if people are encouraged to stay home, they
need a home to stay in. More needs to be done, such as putting in
controls or outright banning rent hikes during this crisis and
providing mortgage protection for homeowners. To the Premier:
will you immediately ban evictions and rent hikes and provide
homeowners with the certainty that they, too, won’t end up without
a home during this crisis?

Mr. Glubish: Well, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate this question and the
concerns the member opposite raises about Albertans and renters
and homeowners and the concerns they have about their homes at
this difficult time. As we’re all aware, COVID-19 is a rapidly
changing health crisis, and all of government is actively monitoring
a number of emerging issues and concerns. As mentioned
yesterday, we are looking into a number of different items that we
are hearing about from Albertans, and I thank the member opposite
for raising this to us.
Thank you.

Mr. Carson: Well, Mr. Speaker, we know that families are
struggling to make ends meet. Many have been forced into self-
isolation or staying at home to take care of their kids. Bills are tight.
The last thing families can afford at this time is utility hikes. Now,
I’ve seen that EPCOR has said it’s willing to work with customers
on payment options should they be unable to pay their monthly bill
immediately. This is good, but there are still other providers.
Premier, will you ban utility rate hikes and utility shut-offs until this
pandemic is over?
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The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Energy.

Mrs. Savage: Well, thank you for the question, Mr. Speaker. The
government’s first priority is to ensure that Albertans are supported
during this unprecedented time. Our government is working with
industry and the AUC and AESO to make sure that our utilities are
running and that electricity is provided. Companies like Enmax and
EPCOR have come out with programs and policies for payment
flexibility and have ensured that there will be no disconnections during
this downturn. Our department and our government are working to
ensure that Albertans’ needs are met during this very difficult time, and
we’ll make sure that electricity is running.

Mr. Carson: Mr. Speaker, we know that some businesses have chosen
to temporarily close as part of efforts to encourage physical distancing
to stop the spread of COVID-19. Some lease agreements, however, do
require a certain level of business activity to stay open, or the owners
can risk eviction. To the Premier: is this something you’ve looked at,
and will you commit to banning any evictions of businesses until this
crisis has been resolved?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Service Alberta is rising.

Mr. Glubish: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, I appreciate this
question and the concern raised by the member opposite for Alberta’s
job creators. We will continue to work to support Albertans and Alberta
job creators as we navigate the rapidly evolving situation with COVID-
19. I thank the member opposite for raising this concern with us.

Provincial State of Emergency

Member Ceci: On Friday the United States government declared
the coronavirus pandemic a national emergency. Earlier today the
government of Ontario declared a provincial emergency. Now that
Alberta has also declared a state of provincial emergency, can the
Premier tell us what threshold or conditions were reached to prompt
him and his cabinet to declare a provincial state of emergency?

2:00
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health has risen.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm sure my learned
colleague is aware that there are two different ways that a province
can declare a state of emergency. One is under the emergency — I
can’t remember if it’s measures or management — act, actually in
response to a pandemic. In the situation that we’re facing right now,
amuch more appropriate response would be to declare a public health
emergency, which is what our government is going to be considering
so that our province is going to be prepared to respond to the COVID
situation and making sure that the health of all Albertans is our
primary concern.

Member Ceci: Mr. Speaker, I understand that they already did it,
and it’s a provincial state of emergency if my information is correct.
Emergency powers include the ability of the government to take
immediate action to protect Alberta families from eviction from
rented homes and from price gouging and protect Alberta families
and businesses from many of the other most pressing and urgent
economic harms that are happening right now. To the Minister of
Health: when will you use your emergency powers or cabinet use
its emergency powers to introduce these and other protections?

Mr. Shandro: Mr. Speaker, I can advise the learned colleague that
our Emergency Management Cabinet Committee is meeting on a
regular basis to be able to make sure that we’re taking all steps to
ensure that the health care of Albertans is our primary concern. As

the member noted, we have now declared a state of public health
emergency so that we can be responsive and make sure that
resources are there, including the $500 million that we’ve recently
announced, to be able to respond to the pandemic situation that
we’re in right now.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Member Ceci: Thank you. That’s two questions not answered, Mr.
Speaker. Albertans were hearing a number of different messages
regarding the severity of the situation. The city of Calgary has
declared a state of local emergency, but the city of Edmonton has
not. While we respect that each city has weighed that decision very
carefully, now that a pandemic response is centralized with the
province, can the Minister of Health describe the full scope of
powers given to cabinet and the CMO now that the state of
provincial emergency is existing?

Mr. Shandro: Well, Mr. Speaker, we are working very closely
with our municipal partners in being able to respond to this. The
Premier himself is meeting on a regular basis by telephone and
otherwise with our municipal leaders to make sure that they have
the resources they need through the Provincial Operations Centre
as well as AHS, working through their Emergency Coordination
Centre, the ECC, and working with our municipal partners, and all
five zones in the province and their emergency operations centres
are working closely with our municipal partners to make sure that
they and AHS are able to respond.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

COVID-19 and Workplace Safety

Mr. Neudorf: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With the spread of
COVID-19 many Albertans are worried about their health and
safety within the workplace. Job creators are concerned with
keeping their employees safe during this time as well as keeping
their workplaces healthy and available to clients and customers.
To the minister: can you please tell us what resources are
available to job creators so they can best protect their
employees?

The Speaker: I see the hon. Minister of Finance and President
of Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Occupational health and
safety laws require employers to identify and control existing
and potential hazards in the workplace. We’re asking employers
and workers to work together to identify dangerous conditions
and ensure safe practices at the work site. There are a number
of online resources for employees and employers on how to
control and limit the hazards involved with COVID-19 on the
work site.

The Speaker: The Member for Lethbridge-East.

Mr. Neudorf: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Minister, for
the answer. Given that our health care workers could be put in
situations where they might be exposed to individuals diagnosed
with COVID-19, which is regularly the case for my wife and her
colleagues at the Chinook regional hospital ER, and further given
that these front-line workers are absolutely vital to providing varying
levels of care for those afflicted, to the same minister: what is being
done to ensure the safety of our front-line health care workers?
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The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance and President of
Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Firstly, I would like to
thank the dedicated front-line health care workers who put
themselves at risk to care for Albertans every day. Alberta
occupational health and safety is focusing on inspections of health
care facilities, senior care facilities, and assessment centres to
ensure that workers and Albertans are protected. Our OH and S
officers that perform these inspections are trained in the unique
hazards of health care facilities and are ensuring that the appropriate
personal protective equipment is available to protect health care
workers today.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Neudorf: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the
minister. Given that the ministry has a responsibility to help
business owners and job creators create and maintain safe work
environments and given that the COVID-19 situation is rapidly
evolving by the day and the hour, to the same minister: how many
calls have Labour and Immigration contact centres received related
to COVID?

The Speaker: The minister.

Mr. Toews: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Our dedicated occupational
health staff have been working tirelessly to ensure Albertan workers
are protected and have the information they need. As of March 13,
2020, Labour and Immigration contact centres have received 468
COVID-19 related calls, occupational health and safety contact
centres have received 132 calls, and employment standards contact
centres responded to 336 calls. We continue to urge Albertans to
visit alberta.ca/covid for more information.

COVID-19 and Social Service Delivery

Ms Renaud: Vulnerable populations, including homeless
Albertans, are at great risk. Boyle Street Community Services
reported to the media today that they’re still awaiting AHS direction
on what the procedure would be should they need to isolate a
homeless Albertan. As of Monday there was not a plan for this
eventuality. Can the Minister of Health please update the House and
give a clear date as to when shelters might have contingency plans
in place? Will he commit to holding a conference call or meeting
with shelter leaders today?

Mr. Shandro: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’'m advised that AHS has been
in contact as recently as today with many of our nonprofits who are
involved in those who are experiencing homelessness, making sure
that they’re aware of the steps that AHS and the ministry are taking
to make sure that if, for example, containment was required for
anybody in that community, there are going to be steps that we’re
taking to be able to make sure that containment and isolation are
going to be available to all Albertans, especially those who are
experiencing homelessness.

Ms Renaud: Given that the food banks in Alberta are working to
address the difficulties that the coronavirus is placing on their
ability to serve Albertans in need and given that they were looking
for guidance on Monday as to how best to serve Albertans while
maintaining social distance, can the Minister of Community and
Social Services share what support and resources she’s made
available to Alberta food banks, and will she commit to a
conference call today with the heads of all food banks to best

understand and address any and all concerns they might have during
this very pressing time?

Mrs. Sawhney: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of those who are
stepping up to assist their communities, and food banks are a key
example of civil society organizations that provide vitally important
services to Albertans, especially now. Today the Premier
announced $60 million to support civil society to help vulnerable
Albertans and the organizations that are responding to COVID-19.
We are continuing to work urgently with all of our partners and
community-based organizations to understand their needs and
concerns.

Ms Renaud: Given that I do understand that additional money was
made available to civil societies but given that I also understand that
over $40 million was taken out of income support and other
supports were really devastated with your budget, I’m asking you —
Albertans just are fearful right now, they need reassurance, they
need to know that you will reach out to all of these folks to make
sure they get the supports they need. They just need clarity right
now; that’s all. That’s what we’re asking for. That’s why we gave
you the questions. They just want clarity.

Mrs. Sawhney: Mr. Speaker, definitely, we are going to — we are
providing clarity. We are committed to providing supports to
vulnerable Albertans. Today’s announcement of the civil society
COVID-19 fund will go a long way to help those who are working
around the clock to ensure that all Albertans, including people with
disabilities and those on income support, will get the help they need
during this pandemic. In addition, emergency benefits are and
always have been available through our programs. Let me assure
Albertans that we are working with an extreme sense of urgency,
and plans are in place to ensure that we have additional supports.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora has the
call.

2:10 Kindergarten to Grade 12 Class Cancellation

Ms Hoffman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday I asked the
Education minister what mental health supports were available for
the hundreds of thousands of students who are home and will be
home for the foreseeable future. These students are living with a lot
of stress, adapting to the new way of learning and being isolated
from friends and teachers. Many of their families are also dealing
with great stress about their health and economic well-being. Can
the Minister of Education describe what new mental health supports
are being provided for students because of the pandemic?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Education.

Member LaGrange: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the question,
and thank you to the hon. member. We understand how this
situation may adversely affect the mental health of our students. We
really do understand that there’s a great deal of anxiety out there.
I’'m working closely with my colleague the associate minister of
mental health as we continue to monitor this issue. I would
encourage any student who is struggling to call the Kids Help Phone
at 1.800.668.6868. Right now they are fielding roughly 2,000 calls
per day, and we thank them for all their very, very hard work in
guiding our young people through this . ..

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Ms Hoffman: Mr. Speaker, given that that’s the same answer we
got yesterday and given that it wasn’t sufficient — Alberta parents
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and students are reaching out to us because they are experiencing
significant anxiety. That’s why we gave the questions to the
minister ahead of time this morning, so she could come here with
more concrete answers. The budget that was in place last year is not
sufficient for the pandemic we are facing now.

Given that students with special needs are also at home for the
foreseeable future and that they’ve relied on specialized supports in
order to learn, can the Minister of Education describe what
arrangements she is making to support these students while they
continue their education from home during the pandemic?

Member LaGrange: Mr. Speaker, supporting our students with
disabilities is top of mind. I am a former rehabilitative practitioner.
I’ve worked with the disabled all my life, and I know how important
it is to have that early intervention. This is something that I've
spoken to our education system about, our partners about. It is
something my department is currently working on with school
divisions and partners. I do know that school boards and ECS
operators have tools at their disposal, and a lot of great minds are
looking at this very challenge. We are in unchartered territory, and
ECS operators do have tools at their disposal.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Ms Hoffman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that that was
essentially the same answer as last week and given that a lot has
changed in the last week, parents are needing new, additional
supports.

Another thing that’s changed is that last week 30,000 Alberta
students were receiving food through the school nutrition program.
Given that these vulnerable students will not be able to receive these
nutritious meals at school during this pandemic, how will the
Minister of Education redeploy the resources for the school
nutrition program to make sure these kids don’t go hungry while
they’re away from school? Mr. Speaker, we gave this question this
morning because we expect a real answer this afternoon. Kids are
going hungry today.

Member LaGrange: Mr. Speaker, we are giving real answers. As
a government we understand the importance of good nutrition for
our students. School authorities across this province are developing
innovative ways to provide this service to their students. For
example, Prairie Rose school division is using their nutrition
funding to develop food packs for families who need it. Bus drivers
under contract will deliver these packs to the front steps of families.
This is just one example. I would encourage every school authority
to look at how they can continue to offer these services to their
students in these difficult times. I know our education system is
stepping up, and they’re going to continue to step up.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Lac La Biche.

Ms Goodridge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The decision to cancel
classes indefinitely is truly unprecedented. However, I firmly
believe that this was the correct course of action taken by our
government. Since the decision has been made, parents have been
calling and e-mailing our office and asking on social media if this
only applies to public, separate, and francophone schools. Can the
Minister of Education please clarify if class cancellations are only
for schools in the public system or if it applies to every school
within the province?

Member LaGrange: Thank you for the question. Mr. Speaker, class
cancellations apply to all schools, including charters, independents,
First Nations school authorities as well as our public, separate, and
francophone schools. This decision was made following the advice

from the chief medical officer of health. The safety and well-being of
all our students, as always, are paramount, including the staff as well.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Lac La Biche.

Ms Goodridge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the
minister for the answer. Given that the advice from the chief
medical officer of health was provided on a Sunday and given that
students have not returned to school yet and given that many
students will still have personal belongings such as shoes,
backpacks, and toys left in their desks and lockers and given that
students are expected to stay home, can the minister please explain
how students and parents can go about gathering their personal
belongings?

Member LaGrange: Absolutely, Mr. Speaker. I'm happy to
provide that information. We know that this unprecedented
situation has caused a lot of uncertainty for our parents, our
students, and our staff. Parents are encouraged to work with their
local school authorities to determine when they can pick up their
students’ supplies and belongings. I would encourage all schools to
do this in waves to minimize the number of people coming and
going at any one given time. I want to thank all of our parents,
students, and teachers for their patience during these uncertain
times. It’s greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Goodridge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thanks again to the
minister. Given that there are over 750,000 students in Alberta and
given that there are 61 public, separate, and francophone school
authorities and given that there are numerous education stakeholders
reacting to these class cancellations, can the minister please explain
the efforts that have been taken to ensure that every stakeholder and
school authority is receiving the same information from our
government?

The Speaker: The minister.

Member LaGrange: T hank you for the question, Mr. Speaker. My
office and my department have been in constant communication
with school authorities and education partners since this situation
began. We have also worked with Dr. Hinshaw’s office to provide
updates to our school authorities from the chief medical officer of
health. Communication between Alberta Education, school
authorities, education partners continues to happen daily, and we
are committed to keeping them as up to date as possible as the
situation evolves. We are doing this day to day, minute to minute
some days.
Thank you.

COVID-19 and Women

Member Irwin: Women make up 45.5 per cent of the workforce
here in Alberta, with 80 per cent of them specifically working in
fields like health care, child care, education, and social assistance.
Women are telling us all that they are in need of work security and
various other supports from this government in the midst of an
unprecedented health crisis. To the minister responsible for status
of women: what are you doing to help women impacted during this
time?

Mrs. Aheer: Thank you for the question. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to say that we are taking a crossministry approach on this. I’'m very
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grateful to be working with some amazing people here to be able to
provide supports for women not only in our regular communities, our
large cities, but for our rural hard-working women in this province as
well. We will continue to help and support women across this
province, and those impacts: we are working with our partners to look
for solutions. This is a priority for us.

The Speaker:
Norwood.

The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-

Member Irwin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that we gave these
questions this morning in advance, we really are looking for
concrete measures here.

Given that Alberta has had the third-highest percentage of
immigrants in Canada — and the majority of those are women — and
given that Alberta’s labour profile notes that many of those women,
as I noted, work in health care and social assistance, to that same
minister: what protection measures is the government putting in
place to support our front-line health and service workers here in
Alberta, many of whom are women?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health has risen.

Mr. Shandro: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. COVID-19 and this
pandemic affect all Albertans, and we’re acting urgently to protect
the health workforce, including ensuring supplies of appropriate
equipment for our staff in the hospitals, who will need to manage
potentially a large number of patients who are going to be seriously
sick. We also recognize that the emergency poses added challenges
for new immigrants who face language barriers. We’re having key
information translated, and I want to remind people that translation
services are available on Health Link and at all AHS facilities.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Member Irwin: Thank you. Given the impact that COVID-19 is
having on the women of Alberta and given the vital role that those
same women play in Alberta’s economy, can the minister
responsible for status of women please speak specifically about the
steps she’s taking to ensure that there will be supports for women,
crossministry supports for those women to access during and after
this pandemic? Can she inform this House that, you know, she is
listening? What specific supports and programs will there be in
place to support those women?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism and
Status of Women.

Mrs. Aheer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you again for the
question. Included in the announcement today was the $6 million
to civil society but also to women shelters. I would like to also thank
the Minister of Community and Social Services and the Minister of
Children’s Services for working to support and protect vulnerable
Albertans and also working with the child care sector. I’d also like
to say thank you very much to the partners that are working with us
right now. There are a great number of women and, as the member
had said yesterday, helpers that out there that we’re working with.
I hope that the opposition will work hard to help us pass this budget
so that we can get the dollars into needed support areas right away.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.
2:20 COVID-19 and Seniors

Ms Sigurdson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The needs of seniors
encompass a range of issues that cover various ministries and

require a carefully planned-out response. Seniors are at higher risk
during this health crisis. To the Minister of Seniors and Housing:
what steps are you taking to ensure that seniors continue to have
access to reliable transportation, housing, food, medication, and
urgent health care needs? Please be specific.

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Seniors and Housing.

Ms Pon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The health and well-being of
seniors and vulnerable Albertans are my top priority. I am working
very closely with the Minister of Health, and I’m taking direction
from the chief medical officer of public health on how to best
protect seniors throughout this epidemic. I’'m also having a daily
call with my department and receiving updates on issues and
actions taken. I am sure and I can assure you that we are acting
quickly as we receive information to best protect our seniors.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Ms Sigurdson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, given that there are
no details given in that answer, we’d like those updates that the
minister is referring to.

Given the extra risk that seniors face from the coronavirus and
given that the chief medical officer recommended that seniors take
extra precautions due to this risk and given that many seniors are
on fixed incomes, which could impede their ability to get supplies
in the event they need to self-isolate, can the minister please outline
in detail how she is planning to address the needs of seniors and,
specifically, low-income seniors during this pandemic?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Seniors and Housing.

Ms Pon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As advised by the chief medical
officer, seniors are to limit their interaction with large groups to
reduce exposure to COVID-19. We are asking seniors to think
about that and to consider staying home and for family and friends
to look at ways to support seniors that do not involve in-person
contact. We will protect our most vulnerable and ensure that they
receive the care they need to be healthy.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Sigurdson: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that these
questions were given ahead of time to the minister, it’s disturbing
to see that there are no real answers.

Given that during times of social isolation seniors in seniors’
homes and long-term care facilities face additional challenges and
given that we have seen tragic cases in Canada already that show
that seniors need care that takes their specific risks into account,
what current protections are in place in seniors’ homes for seniors
in long-term care? Can you please outline the steps that you are
taking and what additional resources are available for seniors . . .

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Seniors and Housing.

Ms Pon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. An additional $500 million has
been committed that will give Alberta public health officials the
resources they need to respond to the COVID-19 epidemic and to
keep Albertans safe. Our government is taking steps to protect
Albertans in seniors’ homes and long-term care by asking visitors
to limit the visits deemed as essential to close family and guardians.
Visitors may be asked to wear masks as a precaution. As the
situation evolves, we will . . .

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Brooks-Medicine Hat.
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COVID-19 and Construction Work-site Safety

Ms Glasgo: Mr. Speaker, many Albertans are feeling the strain of
having to stay home or having to find ways to have their children
taken care of in the wake of class cancellations and daycare closures.
Many of these Albertans are employed in the trades, and a large
number of these people are employed through infrastructure projects
and the construction industry. As the situation continues to develop,
many more tough decisions like this will have to be made in the
upcoming future. My question for the Minister of Infrastructure is:
what measures are in place to ensure these projects can continue so
that workers can continue to support their families in this tough time?

Mr. Panda: Mr. Speaker, we are keeping in close contact with the
contractors on infrastructure projects to ensure there is no disruption
to the supply chain. With all that is going on with coronavirus,
continued investment in vital infrastructure is critical to supporting
jobs and the economy. To get Albertans back to work and deliver all
of the capital projects on time and on budget, it is very critical to pass
the budget today.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Brooks-Medicine Hat.

Ms Glasgo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the minister.
Given that we are facing an unprecedented health crisis in this
province and given that Albertans are being advised to practise
social distancing and given that infrastructure projects not only
require a large number of workers but also require people working
together in close proximity and given that infrastructure projects are
vitally important to the Alberta economy, to the same Minister of
Infrastructure: what measures are being put in place to protect the
safety of workers working on major and essential infrastructure
projects?

Mr. Panda: Mr. Speaker, we are absolutely making sure that our
contractors have protocols in place to protect the health of their
employees during the epidemic. We are in touch daily with the
government property managers to ensure proper maintenance and
cleaning of buildings managed by Alberta Infrastructure and also
changing those protocols where required. In government buildings
we are ensuring that hand sanitizers and soap are available
adequately along with signage on proper handwashing and social
distancing.

Ms Glasgo: Thank you again to the minister. Given that many
projects are scheduled to begin in the upcoming construction season
and given that institutions, like hospitals, where these projects are
scheduled to take place are experiencing new challenges and given
that one of these infrastructure project upgrades is taking place at
the Medicine Hat regional hospital in Brooks-Medicine Hat and
given that health and economic conditions change daily, to the same
minister: at this time are infrastructure projects going forward for
the upcoming construction season?

Mr. Panda: Mr. Speaker, my ministry officials are doing
everything to ensure construction continues as planned. We are also
identifying areas where processes can be expedited so we can get
the shovels in the ground and Albertans back to work. I’'m confident
that Albertans will emerge from the uncertainty caused by this
global pandemic and our province’s best days still lie ahead.

On that optimistic note, I would like to congratulate the hon.
member on her engagement.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Income Support for Persons Affected by COVID-19
(continued)

Ms Gray: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last night I was on a Facebook
Live as a way to connect with constituents while also social
distancing. One of the things that came up on that Facebook Live
was Alberta artists. We know they contribute so much to our culture
and to our communities; however, they are a class of worker who
may not always have an employer and may not be able to access
income support or employment insurance. These Albertans are
especially vulnerable today. Can the minister of labour explain
what steps are being taken to support artists with income and what
programs are available to artists who are not able to support
themselves at this time?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism and
Status of Women.

Mrs. Aheer: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you so
much for the question. We’re actually reaching out to a lot of these
associations right now, and you’re right. There are some serious
issues and concerns that need to be taken into consideration. Thank
you very much for the question. We look forward to working with
our partners. As you know, government partners with many of these
associations to make sure that artists are supported. This
government will continue to support the arts.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Gray: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Given that
Albertans are making critical decisions about their own health right
now and are worried about financial security and given that workers
in the gig economy such as freelancers, independent contractors,
Uber drivers, delivery drivers, and other project-based workers may
also not have contracts and may not have access to employment
insurance and given that they, too, just like artists, are more
vulnerable at a time like this, what assurance can the minister offer
that these workers will also be supported by the government and
receive financial help to make ends meet during this pandemic?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance and President of
Treasury Board has risen.

Mr. Toews: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the member
opposite for really putting a voice to the concerns of many, many
Albertans at this point in time. Again, we are working with our
federal government right now to ensure that they deliver the most
appropriate supports at this time. After we have determined what
they’re able to put together, we will ensure, as a provincial
government, that no Albertan falls through the cracks.

2:30
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Ms Gray: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that Albertans are
anxiously waiting for the financial support and the answers that
they need and given that Alberta also has a high number of
temporary foreign workers, another class of worker that is
particularly vulnerable at times like these, and given that these
workers, too, will be impacted and may have families to take care
of and given that they may now be unable to return to their home
countries as per their employment agreement, can the minister
outline what steps are being taken to support temporary foreign
workers and how that information is being distributed to temporary
foreign workers in Alberta?
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The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the member
opposite for the question. I can say that temporary foreign workers
do fall under EI support under the national rules, and we will be
ensuring that we’re communicating that fact to temporary foreign
workers.

Trucking and Freight Transport Industry Safety

Member Loyola: Mr. Speaker, our transportation network is
crucial for our ability to move supplies and personnel to wherever
they’re needed most, and keeping these supply lines operating
efficiently and safely is vital, particularly as demand for food and
medical supplies intensifies. Can the Minister of Transportation
describe what steps he and his department are taking to protect
Alberta’s critical transportation corridors?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Transportation.

Mr. Mclver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the Premier and
Alberta’s chief medical officer said earlier this week, it’s critical
that we manage the supply chain of goods we need for our everyday
lives. Commercial carriers, as a result, crossing the Canada-U.S.
border are essential to that supply chain and are not subject to the
14-day self-isolation travel requirements. Truck drivers play an
important role in our economy. As the hon. member said, they bring
food, medicine, and everything else we need in our lives, and we
are working with the chief medical officer to make sure that they
know what they need to do to remain safe.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Member Loyola: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you for the
answer. Given that truck drivers and employees at freight-
forwarding facilities cannot work from home and indeed must
interact with strangers on a daily and hourly basis and given that
truck drivers who carry goods across the U.S. border or to the other
provinces are at increased risk, what steps is the minister taking to
protect drivers and warehousers, and what contingency plans does
he have in place to maintain Alberta’s trucking and freight-handling
workforce?

Mr. Mclver: Well, again, Mr. Speaker, our government and the
chief medical officer are using education as a major tool to keep
those key workers safe. The Alberta Motor Transport Association
and other leaders in the industry are sharing important health and
safety messages with drivers that outline the protocols that we
should all follow. In addition, they’re being advised to make sure
that they clean the rigs inside and out whenever they stop for food
and gas along the way and practise social distancing and other
things to keep themselves safe. In these times many goods and
services are needed, and those truck drivers bring them.

Member Loyola: Mr. Speaker, given that the questions were
actually given to the minister ahead of time, we were expecting
more detailed answers. I know that you’re putting more of the
responsibility on the stakeholders themselves, but we’re asking you
what you are going to do. Given that the training and testing of
drivers for any licence and classification requires two strangers to
spend about an hour together inside a vehicle and given that trainers
and examiners may interact with many different people in the
course of a single day, what is the current status of driver training
and testing in Alberta, and can the minister describe what

contingency plans he has to limit testing if the pandemic
intensifies?

Mr. Mclver: Okay. Well, I’ll thank the hon. member for a good
question. I’ll say that I’ve been very detailed with the answers. Our
government and the chief medical officer are working with industry
officials to make sure that safety measures are in place. For
example, when somebody goes and does a test for a driver, we make
sure that the tablet that they use is sanitized before and after and
that they have sanitary wipes to help clean the vehicles. We’re
continuing to provide road tests because Albertans need mobility,
especially during these times when transit might be very crowded.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland.

COVID-19 and Registry Services

Mr. Getson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The coronavirus pandemic
is changing the way that Albertans conduct their daily lives. This
health crisis is rapidly changing situations. We do not know yet how
long or widespread self-isolations and other business disruptions
will be. This weekend I needed to transfer plates on a vehicle and
was happy to see that the registries were open and I was able to
conduct my business in person. However, with many people unable
to leave their homes due to illness or self-isolation, regular practices
like going to the local registry office may not be possible. To the
Minister of Service Alberta: how are you supporting Albertans who
need to access registry services throughout this pandemic?

The Speaker: The Minister of Service Alberta.

Mr. Glubish: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to my
colleague for the question. One thing that we’ve been actively
working on right now is helping Albertans who need to renew their
drivers’ licences or vehicle registrations and other related
documents. We will be providing some specific information on this
later today. We know it’s important for Albertans to self-isolate and
to practise social distancing, so we’re extending due dates on items
like driver’s licences and vehicle registrations. That’s all I can say
about that right now, but I encourage the member to tune in to our
daily update later today.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Getson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Minister.
Given that Albertans are being advised to avoid close contact with
other people due to the pandemic and given that changing some of
our routines and habits for services will be required to help reduce
the spread of COVID-19 and given that many other businesses will
be taking precautionary closures or hour changes to ensure the
safety of staff and clients, to the same minister: what measures are
registry offices taking in Alberta to reduce the risk of coronavirus
transmission?

The Speaker: The Minister of Service Alberta.

Mr. Glubish: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’ve all heard some
excellent advice from our chief medical officer of health and from
other government officials. I’1l just reiterate some of that here. It is
important for all of us, whether we are providing or accepting a
service, to practise good hygiene and to practise self-isolation and
social distancing. Albertans should stay at home if they’re feeling
sick. If that’s you, please stay at home; you should not go to work
or the store. Some of the simplest measures Albertans can take are
to wash their hands regularly and vigorously; cough or sneeze into
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your elbow, not your hands; don’t touch your face or eyes.
Businesses should be more diligent in cleaning and disinfecting,
and the government has posters available that they can post to
provide customers with . . .

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland.

Mr. Getson: Thank you to the minister for his answer. Given that
many Albertans are concerned about having to wait in public spaces
such as registry offices during this pandemic and given that
Albertans will still require important services throughout the
pandemic like renewing their driver’s licences or vehicle
registrations and given that many who need these services are
required to self-isolate and might wonder, like myself, what other
options are available to those that need these services, to the same
minister: what services can be accessed online to bypass the need
for an in-person meeting at a registry office?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Glubish: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a great question. As
you’ve probably all heard me say more than once, my goal is to take
Alberta from worst to first in terms of online services. Right now
Albertans are able to pay fines and process vehicle renewals online
at alberta.ca. We are actively working to bring more services online,
and this clearly underscores the rationalization for what we’re going
through right now. It clearly underscores the rationalization for
needing to modernize our service delivery. It’s important that
Albertans continue to self-isolate when they feel sick and that they
practise social distancing. A greater availability of online services
will help Albertans to be able to do this, and that’s why we’re
working so hard on this.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Spruce Grove-Stony Plain.

Postsecondary Class Cancellation

Mr. Turton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As of March 15 all in-person
classes of postsecondary institutions have been cancelled. This
includes the NAIT campus located within my riding of Spruce
Grove-Stony Plain. This action has required university and college
classes to be moved online. Now, this rapid move presents new
challenges to meeting the needs of students and providing sufficient
access to resources completely online. To the Minister of Advanced
Education: how will the minister ensure that postsecondary students
are still being given the adequate tools that they need to finish their
winter semester?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Advanced Education.

Mr. Nicolaides: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker and to
the member for the question. Of course, ensuring that our students
are able to continue their academic programming and advance with
their studies is a top priority. [ was speaking with our postsecondary
institutions as early as Friday, before the decision of the chief
medical officer to suspend classes, to encourage them to look at
online delivery, to look at alternative mediums of delivery so that
our students can continue to advance in their academic studies with
as little disruption as possible.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Spruce Grove-Stony Plain.

Mr. Turton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the
minister for that answer. Given that postsecondary institutions are
research and practical institutions as well as schools and given that
postsecondary institutions employ many people who serve in

capacities beyond teaching, such as researchers, and given that
these institutions possess the tools that will support online
instruction to students, to the same minister: are postsecondary
institutions being closed completely, or will researchers and other
professionals be able to access these institutions?

2:40
The Speaker: The Minister of Advanced Education.

Mr. Nicolaides: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity
to provide some more clarification. At the moment university and
all postsecondary campuses are to remain open to ensure that vital
services that students need are available and accessible, everything,
of course, from library services to mental health services and,
furthermore, other learning resources, whether they be computer
labs and research labs. Of course, all precautions should be taken to
limit large gatherings of individuals if they are accessing computer
labs on campuses, but we’re continuing to work with our
universities.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Turton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that we also have
thousands of students who are set to graduate from postsecondary
institutions this year and given that the cancellation of classes has
interrupted the required work of many students to complete their
programs and given that many postsecondary programs require
access to materials or facilities that are only available at these
institutions, can the Minister of Advanced Education please inform
the House of the measures being taken to mitigate the potential
negative effects that the cancellation of classes could have on
graduating students?

The Speaker: The minister.

Mr. Nicolaides: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’ve been speaking
quite frequently with our postsecondary presidents and other
administrators and reiterated to them that, of course, one of our top
priorities is to ensure that students are able to graduate, that they are
able to finish their academic programming. As we head into final
exam season, we’re looking at online mechanisms to deliver final
exams and, where appropriate, of course, encouraging instructors to
look at changing some final exam requirements where possible so
that we can ensure that students are able to complete their studies
on time.

The Speaker: Hon. members, we are at Ordres du jour.

Orders of the Day
Government Motions

Assembly and Committee Measures

10.  Mr. Jason Nixon moved:
A. Beitresolved that despite any standing order, practice of the
Legislative Assembly, or the 2020 sessional calendar,
(a) atany time during the 2020 spring sitting of the Second
Session of the 30th Legislature the Government House
Leader may
(i) advise the Assembly that the public interest
requires that the Assembly adjourn, or
(i) if the Assembly stands adjourned, advise the
Speaker that the public interest requires the
period of adjournment to continue and the
Speaker shall give notice that the Assembly
shall remain in a period of adjournment until the
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(b)

©

(d)

(®)

®
(@

government advises the Speaker that the
Assembly must meet to transact its business;

if the Assembly stands adjourned or a period of

adjournment is continued in accordance with clause

(a),

(i)  the Government House Leader may, following
consultation with the Opposition House
Leaders, file a revised sessional calendar with
the Clerk, and the Clerk shall publish the revised
sessional calendar as soon as possible after it is
received, and

(ii) during the period of adjournment, documents
may be deposited in accordance with Standing
Order 38.1 despite the period of adjournment not
being continued to a specified date;

despite the government advising the Speaker that the

Assembly must meet to transact its business under

clause (a), the Government House Leader may advise

the Speaker of an extended adjournment before the

Assembly has reconvened or, following the reconvening

of the Assembly, may advise the Speaker or the

Assembly in accordance with clause (a) of a further

adjournment or continuation of an adjournment;

Standing Order 39(1) does not apply to members of the

Executive Council, who may move a motion or

introduce a bill immediately upon providing to the

Official Opposition House Leader a copy of the notice

that would otherwise be required under that standing

order;

the 2020-21 government estimates (revised), tabled by

the Minister of Finance and President of Treasury

Board on March 16, 2020, replace for all purposes the

2020-21 Government Estimates tabled on February 27,

2020;

the main estimates of ministries stand referred to the

Committee of Supply;

the Committee of Supply shall meet to consider the

main estimates of ministries on Tuesday, March 17,

2020, in the following manner:

(i)  the main estimates of ministries for which a
legislative policy committee has completed its
consideration of the 2020-21 government
estimates tabled on February 27, 2020, are
deemed to be completed for the purpose of the
2020-21 government estimates (revised);

(i) the main estimates of the remaining ministries
shall be considered for a maximum of 3 hours by
the Committee of Supply;

(iii) only members of the Official Opposition and
members of the Executive Council may speak;
(iv) all speaking times are limited to 10 minutes at

one time;

(v) ifan amendment is moved to the main estimates
in the Committee of Supply, the vote on the
amendment stands deferred until the end of the
consideration of the main estimates;

amendments moved to the 2020-21 government
estimates tabled on February 27, 2020, in a
legislative policy committee are, upon notice
given by the mover of the amendment to the
Clerk of the Assembly, considered to have been
moved during Committee of  Supply

(vi)

consideration of the 2020-21
estimates (revised);

the vote on the main estimates shall be held when
the time allotted for the Committee of Supply’s
consideration of the main estimates has
concluded or there are no members who wish to
speak;

(h) the afternoon sitting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, shall
continue beyond 6 p.m. if the Assembly has not
adjourned by that time, and if the afternoon sitting is not
adjourned prior to 7:30 p.m., the sitting shall continue
until it is adjourned and there shall be no evening sitting
that day;

(i) upon receiving first reading, Bill 6, Appropriation
Act, 2020, shall be moved immediately for second
reading and debated without amendment by the
mover of the bill and no more than one member of
the Official Opposition and, if the motion is carried, is
deemed to be referred to the Committee of the Whole
on division, deemed considered in Committee of the
Whole, deemed reported without amendment, deemed
concurred in on report of the Committee of the Whole
on division, deemed read a third time and passed on
division;

()  Bill 5, Fiscal Measures and Taxation Act, 2020, may
receive second and third reading and advance two or
more stages in one day.

B.  And be it further resolved that

(a)  this motion takes effect immediately on passage,

(b) clause (a) and (c) of part A expire at 11:59 p.m. on
Thursday, June 4, 2020,

(c) clause (b) of part A expires at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday,
October 25, 2020, and

(d) clause (d) of part A expires at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 26, 2020.

government

(vii)

Mr. Jason Nixon: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to move Government
Motion 10 on the Order Paper. I’d ask your instructions on whether
you want me to read it first.

The Speaker: Hon. members, we will accept Government Motion
10 as it appears on the Order Paper, which should be located on
your desks. I’ll spare us the reading of it. You can proceed with the
debate.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I recognize that
the measures that we are taking are unprecedented, but the virus
that we face, the pandemic that this province faces, is also
unprecedented. I think nobody would disagree about that. The
public health emergency that we face in this province, this country,
and indeed the world is significant. The moment that we face
together as a province now is not dissimilar to some of the big
moments in the history of our province, including the Great
Depression and World War I1. It calls for unprecedented action and
important work by this Chamber.

Across the country I’ve seen for the last several days significant
co-operation between opposition parties of all political stripes and
governments to be able to make sure that stability is provided to
jurisdictions, to our country, to our province, and indeed to other
countries, states, and jurisdictions across the world. In New
Brunswick the Official Opposition removed, withdrew a
confidence motion to make sure that that government can continue
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to work. The House of Commons parties have been co-operating in
unprecedented ways.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a political issue. We face a significant
fight in our province in the weeks to come and indeed probably the
years to come. It is our responsibility to make sure that we are ready
to do that. Each and every one of us, including yourself, was elected
by our constituents to come to this Chamber to be able to represent
them in this very building, and for moments like that, that is even
more important.

The reality is that the number one thing we can do right now to
help Albertans is to make sure that the government is funded for the
months to come, to make sure that our health care system is funded.
[ was happy to discuss yesterday in great detail the step that the hon.
Health minister and the Premier have made. We’re already bringing
in an additional half a billion dollars in health care funding to help
us through these next several months. We must make sure that we
are stable, and we must make sure that the government is funded
going forward, Mr. Speaker.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, inside the Mother of Parliaments
during World War I, famously, as bombs were falling on the city
of London, the House of Commons still stood. In fact, when the
House of Commons was hit by bombs, the Members of Parliament
met the very next day in a different building to make sure that the
seat of democracy could continue. It is our objective and the clear
instructions from the Premier of Alberta to me as his House leader
to make sure that this Chamber can sit as long as possible, to make
sure that we can do the work as a seat of democracy inside this
province in the months to come.

But the reality is that we face an invisible enemy, and I cannot
guarantee to this Chamber any more than today that we be able to
sit. I don’t know what the status will be of your health, Mr. Speaker,
of your staff’s health, or of any member of this Chamber’s health.
We don’t know what will take place, so our number one
responsibility is to get this budget passed and to make sure that we
are able to fund the Alberta government going forward.

In addition to that, inside this motion, Mr. Speaker, we also give
me as the Government House Leader and the government the ability
to adjourn the Assembly while not inside the Chamber. As you
know, once the government passes a motion that allows the House
leader to adjourn, we stand here at the end of a sitting, the
Government House Leader gets up and says that we’re done the
sitting business, notifies you — there’s no vote on that — and then we
move to adjournment. The reality is that in this unprecedented
situation that we’re in, we may, if we go home on Thursday night,
be in that spot by Sunday, where we are putting people in danger
by even trying to bring back the Chamber, so this motion will give
us the ability, in consultation, of course, with yourself as well as the
Official Opposition House Leader, to be able to take that step if we
need to for the safety of the Chamber or for the House. That’s what
we are trying to accomplish with this motion.

I should add one more thing, Mr. Speaker. We are putting the
ability to remove oral notice for the next several weeks and be able
to bring legislation in while removing that one day. That does not
take away the legislative process but allows this Chamber to react
with speed, if we need to, in an urgent moment going forward.

At the end of the day, I want to stress again that this is not a
political moment. This is essential for this province, for the nurses
of this province, for the doctors of this province, for the hospital
system that is going to see increased demand — it already is — in the
coming days, for our emergency services, and for the things that we
are going to have to do economically in the weeks to come. The
most important thing that we as one of the 87 elected members of
this Chamber can do for Albertans right now is to pass this budget,
Mr. Speaker. As such, I am taking unprecedented steps to make sure

that can happen as soon as possible because Albertans are
depending on us.
I will start that process now by moving to adjourn debate.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

2:50 Time Allocation on Government Motion 10

12.  Mr. Jason Nixon moved:
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Government
Motion 10 is resumed, not more than one hour shall be
allotted to any further consideration of the motion, at which
time every question necessary for the disposal of the motion
shall be put forthwith.

Mr. Jason Nixon: I am, as discussed in my earlier comments in
regard to Motion 10, taking the steps to make sure that there’s
appropriate time to be able to debate the motion. The opposition
may not even need a full hour, and that’s fine, Mr. Speaker, but we
are providing the opportunity for that hour to take place as we
discuss Motion 10. At the end of the day, the goal will be to move
the Chamber forward as fast as possible to estimates and to be able
to pass the budget tonight.
With that, I will yield the floor.

The Speaker: Hon. members, the Government House Leader has
moved Government Motion 12, which does allow the opportunity
for one member of the Official Opposition to speak to the motion
should they choose to do so, and I’d be happy to recognize a
member of the Official Opposition now if they would like.

The hon. the Official Opposition House Leader.

Ms Sweet: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will rise on Motion 12
in regard to time allocation. You know, I appreciate that the
government has an agenda that they would like to push forward and
that there are things that we need to do today. I appreciate that.

What I do not appreciate is the fact that the Government House
Leader stood up and had an opportunity to stand and talk all about
Motion 10, did not give me an opportunity to then stand and speak
to it without a time allocation allotment on it, which actually
removes more time from the opposition side, which would have
been something that we could have worked on together had we had
communication back and forth across the floor. I will say what I
have to say, and I will probably say this again many times this
afternoon. The best way for us to move forward in this House to get
anything done is to actually have a conversation with the
Opposition House Leader so that we’re able to do this together and
not find out stuff on the floor.

[Motion carried]

Assembly and Committee Measures
(continued)

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader has the call.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do appreciate the
support of the Chamber on time allocation and moving forward in
a speedy way.

I’d like to briefly address the Official Opposition House Leader’s
comments in regard to Motion 10 and co-operation across the aisle.
It is my hope that we are able inside this Chamber, inside the 30th
Legislature of Alberta, to work together as we work through this
crisis. I think Albertans are depending on this Chamber to work in
partnership between the government and the opposition. The
reality, though, is that this past Friday when the Premier met with
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the Leader of the Official Opposition, the Leader of the Official
Opposition was clear in a press conference afterwards that her party
and she would do everything possible to block the budget.

Ms Sweet: Point of order.

The Speaker: Hon. members, a point of order has been called.

Point of Order
Speaking Twice in a Debate

Ms Sweet: Mr. Speaker, a point of order. First, I just need clarity as
to why the hon. member gets to speak twice to the motion that
we’ve already had when he should be only speaking once.

Two, under 29(2)(a), clarity around making statements in the
House to create disorder. If we are going to work collaboratively,
which I have just clearly said on the floor, it would be great if the
House leader would stand up and speak to Motion 10 and to how it
affects the daily Routine for the rest of the day and potentially the
weekend. Let’s work together instead of bringing up historical
rhetoric as we try to get through this pandemic and deal with the
Orders of the Day.

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader to respond to
the point of order. I think that it’s reasonable that we all endeavour
to have a productive afternoon.

Mr. Jason Nixon: A hundred per cent, Mr. Speaker. I agree
completely with the need for that. The reality is that I am speaking
to Motion 10 and the decision points for the government to bring
Motion 10, which I am directly responding to and will continue to
as soon as you work through this point of order.

To also be clear, I adjourned debate on the previous motion. I did
not stop speaking to it.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. Government House Leader.

I would concur that he did adjourn debate and as such is
continuing the time allotted that he had left in the 20 minutes that
comes with being the first speaker to any government motion or any
piece of legislation. The first speaker always has 20 minutes, of
which the hon. Government House Leader has 12 minutes and 50
seconds remaining.

I would say, as I cautioned in my initial interjection, about
sticking as much as possible to the content that’s before us and less
about the hows and the whys of how we got here. I think that has
the best possibility of producing a very productive afternoon. There
is no point of order.

The hon. Government House Leader.

Debate Continued

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am almost done
and am prepared to yield the floor to be able to give the opposition
as much time because we only have an hour to be able to debate this
motion.

To be clear — I will finish with where I opened, Mr. Speaker — the
government of Alberta, Alberta’s government, will take every step
necessary in the coming days and weeks to be able to protect our
province and the people of this province as we face this
unprecedented crisis. As I said, the number one responsibility of
this Chamber is to get this budget passed and the government
funded as soon as possible. I assure you and I assure Albertans
through you that their government will take every step necessary to
make sure that happens and that our front-line services are fully
funded, and this House will not rise until we do just that.

The Speaker: Hon. members, as you know, Government Motion
10 is a debatable motion. Any other members wishing to speak to
the motion? I see the hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Ms Ganley: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I think I would
like to start by acknowledging that we are in unprecedented times,
and we in the Official Opposition absolutely do support the
recommendations of the chief medical officer of health, especially
as it relates to a number of issues that she’s brought up. We do
support and understand the government’s need to move quickly and
potentially move differently in these circumstances. All that being
acknowledged, I do not think that what is outlined in Government
Motion 10 is in any way necessary.

To begin with, let us address what is occurring in other
jurisdictions. The government claims that the same thing is
happening in all other jurisdictions. That isn’t the case. In other
jurisdictions they are passing interim finance bills. It is very
different than forcing a budget through on short notice with little
public scrutiny. In my view, Mr. Speaker, we as elected
representatives here in this House serve a number of functions, but
there are very few functions of this job that hold us to a higher
responsibility than to be transparent and honest with the public
about how we are spending their money. I don’t think there is any
duty that falls upon us more heavily than that duty.

The idea that while in every other jurisdiction they passed
temporary finance measures, we are dealing with Government
Motion 10, a motion which will allow the passage of the budget
with an unprecedented lack of oversight and scrutiny by the
opposition, by the media, and by the public — fundamentally what
this motion does is that it removes any ability for public scrutiny on
the budget. That is a deep concern to me, particularly when it was
the case that even a year ago we saw the Premier publicly, in the
media, acknowledging that they didn’t need to pass a budget in the
spring because the government can operate on special warrants.
He’s well aware of the procedure. They did it just last year. They
can’t possibly have forgotten. In addition, there are a number of
other options open. We could pass an interim supply measure.
Those go through the House in three hours, the same amount of time
that has been left to debate this budget.

So I think that I have very, very deep concerns about what it is
that’s happening in this motion because, again, if there’s one
function — you know, it’s been said, and I wish I could remember
who had said it: don’t tell me what your values are; show me your
budget, and I’ll tell you what your values are. It’s true. I think that
removing the ability of the public to see through that messaging, to
see into the budget, to see into what’s most important about this role
in government is deeply, deeply disturbing to me. This motion
removes over 30 hours of budget debate and compresses it into
three hours. That’s a significant shortening of the time that the
opposition has to consider the budget.

3:00

Now, again, I acknowledge that we’re in unprecedented times,
and I’d be more than happy to work on unprecedented measures
like bringing in an interim supply and moving it very quickly if, for
some reason, cabinet didn’t feel it had the authority to operate on
special warrants, which in my view it does. Instead, we have this.
Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to assume the reason underlying it, but
the effect is that when this pandemic ends and we return to business
hopefully as usual as possible, the public loses that opportunity to
have scrutiny and to have oversight of the budget, which — again,
one of the single most important things that a government does is
allocate the money, the money that belongs, as members of the
opposition are no doubt as familiar as I am, to all of us, not just
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those of us here in the Chamber, not just those of us in the
government but every single citizen in this province. So I think that
watching this is an incredible concern for me.

In the absence of passing the budget, the government has a
number of mechanisms at its disposal, and I think the concern that
I have here is that it is a step. It is a step further on a path to reduce
transparency. Again, I understand that it’s the fact that right now
we are in a crisis. We are in unprecedented times. We need to act
quickly, but I think that we need to be very aware that while we are
acting quickly, while we are reacting to the crisis, the measures that
we bring in to limit public oversight, to limit the rights of the
citizens of this province, are measures which are temporary.
Removing scrutiny of the budget in its entirety is not a temporary
measure. An interim finance bill would be a temporary measure.

In addition, you know, it is my belief — and obviously the
government members disagree — that this budget was based on
economic forecasts that were unrealistic in the first place. Those
forecasts were — normally, the government takes the average of all
the private-sector forecasts. In this instance the government
predicted higher than any single one of those private-sector
forecasts — that’s not the standard methodology — which means that
the budget was based on unrealistic assumptions. Even that budget,
which two weeks ago was based on unrealistic assumptions, which
was unlikely to come to fruition, has now been proven to be wildly
unrealistic. Between the drop in the price of oil and now the
pandemic, this becomes even worse.

Mr. Speaker, I think I will close by saying that I’'m incredibly
concerned at this time that this is the measure that’s being taken
when there were so many other measures available to us.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Hon. members, is there anyone else wishing to join
in the debate? I see the hon. Minister of Transportation has risen.

Mr. Mclver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm happy to rise on
Government Motion 10. Let me just say that I appreciate the debate
from the hon. member across. Let me say that what was higher than
our estimates for revenue in this budget was the previous
government’s estimates when they did it, which were $6 billion
higher than what we estimated. Just for an interesting point.

Further, with the comparison to what Ontario did, Ontario didn’t
even move their budget yet, so they went with warrants. Ours, of
course, was moved and under way with some estimates ahead, so
not necessarily a fair comparison. What I’'m given to understand is
that New Brunswick passed their budget and all their estimates in
under 20 minutes because of the COVID-19 situation.

Mr. Speaker, having said all of that, back to . .. [interjections] I
can hardly hear myself talk. The members across can’t — I guess
they don’t want to use the hour. They’d rather yell across the aisle
for the whole hour.

Nonetheless, we’re going to move on with it, Mr. Speaker. I have
an amendment to offer, with your permission. I have the requisite
copies here. Shall I wait?

The Speaker: If you can get it to the table, we’ll get it distributed
to a few key people in the Chamber, and then we’ll proceed, if we
can do that.

Mr. Mclver: I’ll rise with your permission.

The Speaker: Hon. members, we will refer to this as amendment
Al.
The hon. Minister of Transportation has the call.

Mr. Mclver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move that Government
Motion 10 be amended as follows. Part A is amended (a) by striking
out clause (a)(ii) and substituting the following:
(i) if the Assembly stands adjourned, advise the Speaker,
following consultation with the Official Opposition House
Leader, that the public interest requires the period of adjournment
to continue and the Speaker shall give notice that the Assembly
shall remain in a period of adjournment until the government,
following consultation with the Official Opposition House
Leader, advises the Speaker that the Assembly must meet to
transact its business;
and (b) by adding the following after clause (a):
(a.1) at any time during the 2020 Spring Sitting of the Second
Session of the 30th Legislature the Government House Leader
may, upon providing a minimum of 24 hours’ written notice,
advise the Speaker that the public interest requires the Assembly
to sit extended hours as follows:
(i) beyond the normal adjournment hour on Thursday;
(i) on Friday, Saturday or Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
commencing with prayers followed by
(A) the ordinary daily Routine business consisting of
the items set out in Standing Order 7(1), with
Oral Question Period commencing at 10:20 a.m.
and, for the purpose of Standing Order 7(7) and
(8), the daily Routine shall be deemed completed
at 11:30 a.m., and
(B) Orders of the Day, with the order of business for
consideration of the Assembly to be those items
set out in Standing Order 8(2)
and the Speaker shall give notice that the Assembly shall
meet at that time to transact its business.
In clause (c) by adding “, following consultation with the Official
Opposition House Leader,” before “advise the Speaker or the
Assembly in accordance with clause (a)”; and in clause (d) by
adding “the Speaker and” before “the Official Opposition House
Leader”; in clause (g)(vi) by striking out “, upon notice given by
the mover of the amendment to the Clerk of the Assembly,”; and by
adding the following after clause (j):
(k) in respect of each public bill other than a government bill
that is shown on the Order Paper as referred to the Standing
Committee on Private Bills and Private Members’ Public Bills,
the application of the time period for the committee to report back
to the Assembly under Standing Order 74.11(2) to that bill is
suspended.

Part B is amended as follows: in clause (b) by adding “, (a.1)”
after “clause (a)”; in clause (c) by adding “and (k)” after “clause
(b)”.

So it is, Mr. Speaker. I hope that members of the House will see
fit to approve this amendment so we can get on with the business of
the people of Alberta.

The Speaker: Hon. members, Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.
Seeing none, I’ll recognize the hon. Official Opposition House
Leader and the Member for Edmonton-Manning.

3:10

Ms Sweet: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour to rise and to
speak to the amendment. I was, you know, smiling away at the hon.
member who was introducing the amendment, the Minister of
Transportation, while he was speaking about consultation with the
Official Opposition House Leader as if he felt that maybe he was
giving me a gift that I didn’t know about. I think that, again, we
should be aware that when we work across party lines, it isn’t just
something special to have consulted with the Official Opposition;
it’s actually part of democracy, so I’ve been told. I know that this is



188 Alberta Hansard

March 17, 2020

a learning opportunity for all of us to realize that working with the
opposition exists.

Also, the fun fact about this amendment is that your House leader
and I actually worked together on the wording of it, so this is co-
operation. [interjections] I know; it’s great. The only thing that we
did not talk about and that is part of this amendment that I do want
to highlight is the changes to the spring sitting and the Friday,
Saturday, Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. I’m just looking for a point of
clarity. My understanding is that this does not necessarily come into
effect this weekend although it may, depending on how things
progress. This could be another weekend at any time. I’'m just
wondering if the House leader would actually be able to let us know
if we would be sitting tomorrow, if we’re going to be sitting on the
weekend. Is there a plan for the rest of the week given that we may
be here this weekend?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Opposition House Leader
is one hundred per cent correct. The intention is not necessarily for
this weekend or, quite frankly, for any weekend. We’ll have to
determine that as we go forward. As for the specific question of
whether or not I could inform the Chamber if we would need to do
that this weekend, I’'m not prepared to do that yet at this exact
moment. I think we’re going to have to get through this afternoon,
but I will commit to having a meeting with the Official Opposition
House Leader tomorrow, and then we’ll discuss the rest of the week
after we get through this afternoon.

The Speaker: Is there anyone else wishing to provide a brief
question or comment under Standing Order 29(2)(a)?

Seeing none, is there anyone else wishing to speak to amendment
Al?

Seeing none, [’'m prepared to call the question on amendment Al.

[Motion on amendment A1 carried]

The Speaker: Is there anyone else wishing to speak to Government
Motion 10? I see that the hon. Member for Lethbridge-West has
risen.

Ms Phillips: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to oppose
Government Motion 10, and that is because there is no need for this
motion and there is no need for these actions. Cabinet and the
Legislature have all of the tools that they need to ensure that our
health, social services, and other systems are appropriately funded
through an emergency. There is no need to push through at this time
an austerity budget, where once we are through the worst of the
pandemic, hopefully in the next couple of months but who knows,
we will revert to a situation where we have proposed cuts to income
support, to seniors’ benefits, to our public health agency even,
which is a line that we’re being asked to vote on.

There’s absolutely no need to lay before this Legislature a budget
— a budget, first of all, is called a matter of confidence because the
Legislature must have confidence, like back when the Westminster
system was developed, in the advice, the messages that they are
giving to the Crown, for their requests for supply, Mr. Speaker. We
don’t have confidence in any of the revenue projections. The
revenue projections are wrong. The deficit projection is wrong. The
commodity price projections are wrong. The unemployment rate
projections are wrong. There is no way — there is not an expert, a
commentator, a market participant in this province that thinks that
the WTI forecast is at $58 a barrel, which even this updated request
for supply assumes. There is not one analyst, one trader, one expert
that thinks that that number is in any way, shape, or form reflective
of reality; therefore, I do not have confidence in any of it.

A budget must be something that is appropriately debated. There is
a reason why it has a different process than bills, Mr. Speaker, and
there is a reason why it needs an appropriate time with real numbers,
not fake numbers, to guide us through this period.

Now, we have just seen even the government of Saskatchewan
enact special warrants about three, four weeks ago to take them
through what they thought was going to be an election period, which
it’s not now, so they may have to go back in for interim supply. But
there is no reason why the Lieutenant Governor would disallow this
cabinet from issuing a special warrant. Absolutely none.

I mean, there have been times in the Westminster system, Mr.
Speaker, where governments have essentially used special warrants
as a way to avoid bringing a matter of confidence into the House,
generally speaking, sometimes in minority parliaments, where they
think they can’t get their budget through, so they’ve abused that
process a little bit, tried to colour outside the lines, and then the
Queen’s representative, whether it’s a Governor General or a
Lieutenant Governor, has to say: no; you have to bring this before the
Legislature. We’ve certainly seen that in Canadian history, but this is
not that. This is a legitimate public emergency, and we would work
with the government on using whatever tools they need, whether it’s
a special warrant, whether it’s interim supply, to get through this so
that we can have the right kind of debate on the right kind of budget
when the time comes.

Now, as my hon. colleague for Calgary-Mountain View indicated,
I’m not going to speculate on the government’s motivations for
ramming through this budget, but I will talk about what the outcomes
will be, and that is: this fall we will be moving towards a bargaining
mandate that has been given through this budget and through the
amounts that have been voted on for health care, that pursues layoffs
in general support services, for example, in the health care system,
that pursues an agenda of privatizing lab services — that was also
given in the government’s bargaining mandate — an agenda that
proposes the reduction of 500 FTE nursing positions plus 60 in the
home-care sector. That’s going to be the reversion to the status quo
that we’re being asked to vote on, well, today, I guess, and all enabled
by this motion, Mr. Speaker, that is unprecedented, indeed, in its
attempt to short-circuit the institutions of democracy in this province.

We have already seen far too much of this in this Chamber, with
the firing of the Election Commissioner, with a number of the
standing order changes, even down to the smallest thing like taking
away introductions. But this is a bridge too far. This is short-
circuiting the budget process, and that is why there is no need for
it, as [ have outlined. It is certainly a dangerous road to walk down,
Mr. Speaker, with respect to not even allowing government
backbenchers the time to look through the budget, to query the
various budget lines. In fact, some of these measures even take it
further with respect to what the government has done in terms of
short-circuiting their own backbenchers’ ability to vote.

So I cannot — absolutely cannot — support this motion just as I
cannot support this budget. I will not look at my constituents come
fall and say: “Yes; I do think it’s appropriate to cut $40 million out
of the income support line when we are looking at a massive
recession.” I will not look at my constituents come this fall and say:
“Yeah; I think it’s appropriate to have all of those layoffs at SAIT
and NAIT when we might be in a position where we need to be
retraining workers in a massive form of economic stimulus.” I will
not turn around and look at my constituents and say, “Yes; I do
think it’s appropriate that tuition is skyrocketing, your personal
income taxes are going up, or at least the amount that you’re paying
is going up, your seniors’ benefits aren’t indexed — neither is your
AISH — you have a number of other new fees and other stresses on
your budget, and oh, by the way, we’re laying off people by the
dozens out of the University of Lethbridge and the college, and I
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think that’s the right way to proceed” as we’re trying to dig our way
out of an unprecedented pandemic and subsequent recession. I'm
not going to look at my constituents and say: “Yeah; I voted for
that.” Absolutely not.

3:20

The other thing I’m not going to say to my constituents is that I
allowed this government to circumvent the normal workings of
democracy to make that budget happen. Absolutely not. So that is
why I rise to oppose this, Mr. Speaker. I am urging the government
to use the well-worn tools of Westminster parliaments everywhere
in terms of getting through emergency times or times when the
government requires supply to bridge over a fiscal year. This is
really straightforward stuff — I think I learned about it in either poli-
sci 101 or Canadian politics — really, really straightforward stuff
that any layperson can understand.

1 was shocked to see some of the government’s response or
rationale for doing this, relying on some kind of Americanized
version of spending bills and so on. That is a complete misread of
how our province works and how parliaments work that are run like
ours. There is no need for that kind of disinformation to the public,
and there’s no need to take away the opposition’s right, the people
who elected us, to examine the government’s budget papers through
the normal workings of estimates once we have a real budget to
examine come the fall. There’s no need.

We will still have our usual debates in this Chamber. I will still
have been elected by the people of Lethbridge-West to ask certain
questions about the provision of public health care and public
education. That part won’t change, Mr. Speaker, but what will
change are these totally crazy economic projections, these total
lunacy assumptions for WTI, for employment, for revenue. That
will change because it will be an honest document that we will be
laying before the people, and we will have arrived at this process in
an honest way that does not undermine our democratic right and our
obligations as opposition members.

With that, I conclude my remarks.

The Speaker: Hon. members, Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.
I see the hon. Government House Leader has risen.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to
rise under 29(2)(a). First of all, it’s always shocking to me to watch
— clearly, it was shocking to me when I was in opposition to watch
how the NDP treated the members of their government caucus.
Again, you see a member of, I guess, what that member would call
her front bench of her caucus showing how they feel about caucus
members, obviously, in their caucus. Let me be clear. From our
perspective inside this party, we don’t have backbenchers; we have
government caucus members, and we’re very proud to have them
as part of our team. If that hon. member would like to test this
Chamber to see if the majority still have confidence in the
government, she’s welcome to, and I suspect in the coming hours
she’ll find out that this Chamber still has confidence, certainly, in
the government.

As for some of the member’s comments, the reality is that she
referred specifically to warrants. [ want to talk about that. What that
hon. member would be calling for, if we were to go with warrants,
is that we would have had to adjourn. In fact, Mr. Speaker, we
would have had to adjourn yesterday in order to be adjourned long
enough to be able to bring in warrants in time for the next fiscal
year. That’s a fact. That hon. member knows that, so what she is
proposing would be that we would shut this Chamber down at the
very moment that Albertans need us to be here doing our job that
they elected us to do. That hon. member may be in a hurry to run

back to her constituency. This government is not. We are here to
fight for Albertans each and every day. We will not prorogue the
House unless we absolutely have to. Let me be clear about that.

In addition to that, she then referred to interim and supplementary
supply. I won’t bother, Mr. Speaker, to go into the differences
between those two because of time, but the reality is that that would
add time to the process. That would add significant time. It would
require Treasury to go back and go through a documentation
process that would take days and weeks, weeks that Albertans do
not have. That is the point. That is the reality.

What the NDP are proposing is attempting to shut down
government, Mr. Speaker, to stop the very people that they say that
they’re here to support from being paid to do the work that they
need to do right now during an unprecedented emergency inside our
province. It is extraordinarily disappointing to continue to see the
opposition go down this route, Mr. Speaker.

Now, lastly, I want to address the accusation that this somehow
goes against democracy. Mr. Speaker, this House is democracy. We
were elected inside this Chamber. We are the -elected
representatives of Alberta, and this House will make a decision,
including those members, who will have the opportunity to
democratically vote on the budget and, assuming that this motion
passes, will have every opportunity to be able to question the
remaining ministers who have not gone through estimates processes
right here.

Lastly, the government caucus members who have chosen not to
speak to be able to give the opposition every opportunity that they
can to participate in this process, Mr. Speaker, through you to them:
thank you for your efforts in helping the opposition to do their role.
I can assure you that you’re a valued member of our team, and we
are going to continue to do everything that we can to help your
constituents. You know what? We’re going to do everything we can
to help their constituents, too.

The Speaker: Hon. members, does anyone else have a brief
question or comment under Standing Order 29(2)(a)? There’s a
minute and 30 remaining.

Seeing none, I believe the hon. Opposition House Leader is rising
on debate.

Ms Sweet: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I feel like we haven’t
heard enough from me today yet. I am standing up in response to
Government Motion 10. There was a lot to unpack there with the
Government House Leader. I think now that we’re talking to each
other, we’re quite enjoying it, so that’s good.

In regard to this motion, you know, the Government House
Leader just spoke about democracy, and he’s right. This is a
democratic institution, and I believe in democracy. It’s part of my
lovely critic title. To be clear, when we look at this motion that was
introduced yesterday without any consultation with the opposition,
this is where everything kind of starts to fall apart. The government
will continue to stand, and they’re using examples across the
country and across the provinces about collaboration and these
great examples of budgets being passed or Houses being adjourned
and interim supply or no budgets whatsoever. There are a couple of
things that I want to be clear about. The budget that the hon.
member mentioned from — which province was it? — Nova Scotia,
that budget that just passed had a significant increase to health. I
think it was $3.5, something like that, billion, million. I don’t know.
There was a significant increase in health on top of what it was to
significantly address that piece.

The federal government had an agreement that was created
between all four parties, where all four parties got together and they
sat down and they had a discussion, and that discussion was able to
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move through different things that each party needed to be able to
work on the issues going forward. Yes?

The Speaker: I hesitate to interrupt the member.
Ms Sweet: I have an amendment. How much time do I have?

The Speaker: It just looks like a large group of papers in yours
hands. Perhaps you’re moving an amendment. Given the lack of

pages . ..
Ms Sweet: Oh, yeah. Okay.

The Speaker: . .. if that is your intent, if you can send it up here,
we’ll do some paperwork. I’ll allow you to continue to speak, and
then I’1l rise again to address how we’ll call the amendment a little
bit later in your remarks. If that’s your intent.

Ms Sweet: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can move an
amendment. I do have an amendment, and I recognize that it would
be great for all the members of the House to be able to see it while
I discuss it. Given that, I will have it handed out so everybody can
have a copy. This is the original.

The Speaker: You send that. Yeah.

Ms Sweet: Thank you. Can I keep going?

The Speaker: Yeah.

Ms Sweet: Okay. Do I need to read it into the record, Mr. Speaker?

The Speaker: That would be helpful.
3:30

Ms Sweet: Okay. Given my time allotment I will read fast. Okay. I
move that Government Motion 10 be amended in part A as follows:
(a) in clause (b) by striking out subclause (i) and substituting the
following:
The Government House Leader may file a revised sessional
calendar with the Clerk only if the government has, during the
30-day period immediately before the date on which the revised
sessional calendar is filed, conducted a consultation with the
Official Opposition House Leader in respect of the filing of that
revised sessional calendar, and if the Official Opposition House
Leader has provided to the Clerk a written acknowledgement that
the consultation has been conducted, the Clerk must receive and
immediately publish the revised sessional calendar.
So if you consult, and I say you did, we can continue.
(ii) by adding the following immediately after clause (ii):
(iii) each document filed under subclause (ii) stands
referred to the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts, and that committee must, within 20 days of
the date on which the document is filed, meet to
consider that document, and
(iv) the government must, in accordance with a
schedule that is agreed to by the Official Opposition
House Leader, provide regular informational briefings
to the Official Opposition House Leader in respect of
the [coronavirus] COVID-19 pandemic;
(b) by adding the following immediately after clause (d):
(d.1) if the Speaker does not receive a copy of the notice
referred to in clause (d), Standing Order 39(1) shall apply
to the motion or bill to which the notice relates;
(c) by adding the following immediately after clause (j):
(j.1) the government must provide to the Standing
Committee on Public Accounts a report summarizing
any expenditures under a special warrant issued during

the period from passage of this motion and ending
March 31, 2021, and the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts must
(i) immediately conduct a review of that
report, and
(i1) report the committee findings, if any, with
respect to the government’s report to the
Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: Hon. members, this will be referred to as amendment
A2. Please proceed.

Ms Sweet: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So A2. Now, the reason that
we did this and the opposition was looking at this was for a couple
of different reasons. One, we wanted to be able to have a 30-day
period immediately before the date of which the sessional calendar
came out because given the period of time, whether we end up
having to leave this place at some point and adjourn, that we would
give notice to all members of this House within 30 days when they
have to return. That would help impact whether or not people are
travelling, whether they would know what their schedule looks like.
We would have constituency breaks figured out. The members of
the House would actually be informed of the schedule, and, you
know, work with the opposition on that. The document is filed with
the Standing Committee on Public Accounts, and the committee
must meet within 20 days of the date on which the document was
filed.

Let’s be clear. These clauses around Public Accounts. If at some
point the budget passes today, let’s say that that does happen, we
don’t know yet because I don’t want to presume the House and
proceed with the decision. But if it does happen and there is a
requirement still due to the pandemic, an additional requirement for
special warrants, which this government will say they can’t do, we
know that they may potentially be able to do that. Public Accounts
is the area and the committee that is responsible for ensuring the
best interest of Albertans and that accounts are being used and
finances are being used effectively.

There is no reason — this happened federally, and the federal
government and all four parties agreed. We actually borrowed this
from our lovely counterparts federally, that just agreed to all of this.
This was something that all four parties agreed to. I encourage the
government to do that. It’s being open. It’s being transparent. It’s
telling Albertans why you’re having to spend extra money outside
of your budget and giving an opportunity for oversight, and I think
this government has repeatedly said that you’re fine with oversight,
you’re fine with transparency, you’re fine with consultation. Well,
this gives you the opportunity to do that if you have to do special
warrants as well as making sure that you’re reporting the use of
those special warrants back to the Legislature.

Again, this is just about open transparency. This is about
informing Albertans, you know, what the outcome of this pandemic
may mean for the overall budget of Albertans. If this budget is
passed today, we won’t have anything to reflect on, unless you are
giving us quarterlies, in regard to where we will go and what kind
of financial means this province is going to need in, you know, four
months from now, five months from now. I would suspect that we
may need special warrants. I would suspect that the government
would be open and willing to be transparent about those special
warrants.

I would like to encourage the Government House Leader to think
about that. Then, finally, of course, we have heard numerous times
from the government that you’re willing to give regular informative
briefings to the opposition in regard to the coronavirus; however,
we’ve had one. We haven’t had one since. It would be nice to have
those actually happening, and this amendment would give a
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goodwill to the opposition to say that you’re willing to follow
through on what you’ve committed to publicly and to the opposition
and have that happen.

The Speaker: Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available for a brief
question or comment. | see the hon. Government House Leader has
risen.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise just to
quickly respond to the amendment. Now, first of all, there are some
things in the amendment that are quite reasonable to ask for, Mr.
Speaker. I do want to point out, though, that in putting them in an
amendment, it’s actually problematic to be that prescriptive. First
of all, we are required already to consult with the Official
Opposition House Leader in regard to informing her caucus, and,
through her, when we’re coming back, or when we’re leaving, and
those types of things. That will continue to happen as it always does.

Well, I'll give you one example of why some of the good can’t
go through with this amendment because of some of the problems.
One of the biggest is the section that says:

the government must, in accordance with a schedule that is
agreed to by the Official Opposition House Leader, provide
regular informational briefings to the Official Opposition House
Leader in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Now, it is very reasonable for the Official Opposition to have
access to briefings, Mr. Speaker. As I have previously indicated to
the Opposition House Leader, I will make sure that those are
happening on a regular basis. But, as I’'m sure you can appreciate,
the senior health officials that provide those briefings need to have
maximum flexibility while they’re dealing with this crisis situation,
and I can’t pass an amendment that would provide a prescriptive
process for the Opposition House Leader to decide everything from
schedule, along those lines. Through you to her and her caucus, I
will commit to make sure those briefings are happening on a regular
basis.

I would also point out, Mr. Speaker, that Standing Order 3(8) — 1
know the Official Opposition House Leader may not be aware of
Standing Order 3(8) — already allows me as the Government House
Leader and allows the government to be able to call the House back
at any time. So what’s taking place there is not abnormal and is a
completely normal part of the process.

Again, while I won’t pass this amendment because of the
prescriptive portions of it, I will make clear to this House, Mr.
Speaker, that we will follow the process that we have always
followed, that is to consult with the Official Opposition House
Leader so that she is well aware of the schedule and is able to
understand what is taking place with the Assembly, so she can
communicate to her caucus, the Official Opposition, who have an
important role to play in this Chamber.

With that said, while there are some good intentions, I think,
inside this amendment, there are portions of it that are extremely
problematic, and I would urge my colleagues to vote it down.

The Speaker: Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available for an additional
brief question or comment. There are approximately two minutes
and 30 seconds left. The hon. Official Opposition House Leader.

Ms Sweet: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the
Government House Leader’s response to our amendment, and I
appreciate that he has commented on the sessional calendar — that’s
fine — and on the feeling of some of the briefings and lack thereof.

What I didn’t hear from the hon. Government House Leader is
the openness and transparency around Public Accounts and why the
government wouldn’t want to have any financial special warrants
or anything that this government may have to do through the

pandemic, why he wouldn’t want to be reporting to Public Accounts
and being open and transparent with Albertans around any
expenditures that maybe occurred outside of the budget that may or
may not pass today.

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Again, Mr. Speaker, I'll be quick because I don’t
know where the time is on the clock, but Public Accounts will
continue to have their role within our democracy to be able to hold
us accountable. The problem, again, would be the prescriptive days
that are within this amendment. The way it is written would focus
us to have to be in on certain days. It could be the Easter long
weekend, for all I know, the way that this has been written up. So,
again, | feel more comfortable with the process that is already in
place to make sure Public Accounts can do their work.

The Speaker: There’s only one minute and 14 seconds left in Standing
Order 29(2)(a) for a brief question or comment.

Seeing none, I’ve noticed the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Rutherford is very keen to get in on debate. We are debating
amendment A2.

Mr. Feehan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the opportunity
to speak to amendment A2, which has added a number of, I think,
quite simple and clear steps for us to ensure some transparency and
some accountability into the process, as the Opposition House
Leader has suggested. These actually aren’t new steps; they provide
clarity and transparency, which apparently the government is
wishing to avoid. In fact, the whole intention of Motion 10, for
which this is an amendment, is an attempt to avoid transparency and
accountability by this government. The Government House Leader,
just moments ago, suggested that it was a terrible thing that maybe
somebody was suggesting in this House that the intention at this
point was to shut the House down. That would be a terrible thing, I
heard him say. He was accusing us of wanting to do that, but, in
fact, the reality is that’s exactly what Motion 10 is doing. Motion
10 is shutting down the democratic process in this House so that we
can shut down the House so that the government can avoid
accountability and transparency.

3:40
[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

The very person who is complaining about these activities is in
fact the primary perpetrator of these activities, and I think that’s
very disconcerting, that we would have a government move
forward in such a way as to remove the rights of members of this
House, including the backbenchers on the government side, who
are literally, here in this case, voting to remove their own right to
speak to the government on the issues of the budget. By taking the
estimates process, which should have been providing those
members participation in a 30-hour process, reducing it to a three-
hour process, taking it away from committee, where there is
immediate interchange with the minister involved, to the House,
where you have less control and you cannot do a back-and-forth;
instead, the time is controlled, this motion actually excludes those
members from having participation in that process. So they were
voting to remove themselves from the democratic process here in
this motion.

Of course this motion needs to be amended. It actually defies the
whole basis of Westminster democracy that has been used in this
Legislature since the day of its inception. You know, I’'m very
disconcerted at what I see as this enabling act of 2020 that is inside
this government motion. I think that the public needs to be aware of
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what is happening and why this motion needs to be amended in this
way, because we need to bring transparency and we need to bring
accountability back into this Legislature at a time when the
government is trying to avoid both of those things.

[The Speaker in the chair]

If they indeed understood their budget to be reasonable and
defendable, they would simply keep the House open and engage in
the processes of arguing that their budget is reasonable and
defendable. But we know that they don’t believe either of those
things because they are trying to, at this time, reduce the amount of
access that not only the opposition members, a very noble part of
Westminster democracy, but the backbench members as well from
actually having a chance to speak to the budget that is being brought
forward. That’s a very callous move by a government that is seeking
to impose a budget which they know they can neither defend nor
properly demonstrate to the citizens of the province of Alberta is
necessary.

Now, there have been comments that other places around the
country have found ways to move forward on this. I want to speak
to that a little bit. The reality is that in the other places in the country
of Canada, they have found ways to move forward because they
have not been introducing such a regressive budget as we happen
to see here. For example, it’s been mentioned by the Minister of
Transportation, I believe, that New Brunswick passed their budget.
But I also want to point out that in the New Brunswick budget they
were increasing health costs by more than population increase and
by inflation. So, in fact, they were voting on a budget that was 3.9
per cent greater than the budget they had previously in their
Legislature.

Had we had the same kind of budget with a 3.9 per cent increase,
we might have something new to talk about, but that’s not what
we’re doing. In the middle of a pandemic this government is
ignoring both population growth and inflation, and therefore is
offering real cuts to health care in this province. Even with the
hurried and quickly thought over, written on the back of a napkin
addition of $500 million into the Health budget, they are still less
than they should be. They should be much closer to a billion dollars.
Albertans are still going to be receiving fewer dollars available for
the citizens to ensure their safety at a time of significant crisis in
this province. It’s something that’s completely unacceptable.

Now, had they brought forward a reasonable budget that was
based on reasonable estimates of income and reasonable estimates
of demand such as in the health care budget, then of course we’d be
sitting down having these discussions with this government and
their backbenchers. But I cannot stand here and support a budget
that does exactly the opposite, that threatens the well-being of our
health care system, that has been tied together at the same time with
the actions of a Health ministry that has been ripping up contracts,
that has been announcing in the middle of a pandemic not only the
removal of contracts from doctors but change in their payment
schedules, and now we have the radiologists as well that are being
involved.

This is the kind of misbehaviour by this government that makes
it impossible for us to support this kind of budget, and as such I
really feel this budget needs to be amended. I believe that the
government should be supporting amendment A2, and as such I will
cede the rest of my time.

The Speaker: Hon. members, Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available
if anyone has a brief question or comment.

Seeing none, is there anyone else wishing to speak to amendment
A2?

[Motion on amendment A2 lost]

The Speaker: We are back on Government Motion 10. Is there
anyone else wishing to speak? I see the hon. member for Calgary-
Buffalo has risen.

Member Ceci: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'll just
continue on where my colleague from Lethbridge-West and my
colleague from Edmonton-Rutherford left off, and that is the budget
before us and the process that’s been outlined. You know, I think
that the recent events, namely COVID-19 and the drop in the price
of oil as well as the international shock that we’re all in, really give
an opportunity for pause for the good people at Treasury Board and
Finance to take another look at what they’ve got before us here. The
people of Alberta want to know that they have faith in the fiscal
plan of the province of Alberta. The 2020-23 fiscal plan as it’s
identified here and that I’m looking through now is far off in many
respects. Not only has the economic outlook drastically changed
from what’s identified in the government’s budget, the economic
outlook which, we all know, talks about $58 oil over the forecast
period. That forecast period, you know, looking at the price of oil,
of course, is challenging. Today it’s around, I think, $27, and that’s
less than half of the identified forecast amount that the government
has put in their budget.

A budget like this takes several months. They would have started
probably in mid-fall to put the numbers together. The energy and
economic assumptions probably took them until Christmas to firm
up with the private-sector forecasters and others that do this. Then
they would have probably tried to push to get the latest forecast just
before they dropped the budget on February 27.

We know that, you know, January numbers were very different
than what we’re looking at today, March 17, St. Patrick’s Day, Mr.
Speaker. The March 17 numbers on all of these economic
assumptions are far, far, far off. It behooves everyone in this Chamber
to have the best set of numbers before us, and we don’t have that. The
economic indicators, as I’ve indicated, are far off. We’ve got $58 oil,
WCS $51.20. It talks about a real GDP positive change, Mr. Speaker,
of 2.5 per cent. Canada is on the verge of a recession. Alberta has not
called that yet, but 2.5 per cent GDP growth in this province is
unrealistic for this forecast period. That is what is identified here, and
that’s part of what this budget is built on.

3:50

As well, if you look at the unemployment rate, it talks about this
being 6.7 per cent, Mr. Speaker. Does anybody — does anybody —
have an accurate estimation today of what this is going to be? No.
We don’t have the numbers today. We’ll get those soon from Stats
Canada, but 6.7 per cent is going to be eclipsed by a far higher
number.

Mr. Speaker, the revenue projections in this budget look like — of
course, [ haven’t been able to find the sensitivities for every dollar
up or down. It might be taken out of this budget. We always
included sensitivities to all of our economic indicators, and I don’t
see them here. Perhaps they’re here, and members of the
government, if they want to 29(2)(a) me, can tell me where those
are in the budget. I don’t think they’re here. But we do know that
the revenue projection, at a conservative estimate of difference, is
$8 billion in revenue. Eight billion dollars on the revenue that’s here
is profoundly significant and should be a cause for concern to
members on the other side as well as the expenditures. We haven’t
seen the full expenditures package that will come as a result of
COVID-19.

In the federal government’s announcements that are upcoming in
the next few days, there will be a fiscal stimulus package, and this
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budget should be delayed if only for the reason that I’'m going to
talk about now, which is that there will likely be a fiscal stimulus
package in this fiscal year, but it’s not identified in the budget. We
know about half a billion dollars for Health, Mr. Speaker, but that’s
not fiscal stimulus. That’s caring for COVID-19 effects in this
province. Fiscal stimulus, real fiscal stimulus, will look like billions
of dollars that will go to the capital plan, that will go to other
ministries here in terms of addressing this economic shock that we
are going to be in.

Mr. Speaker, the actions of the government are nothing less than
irresponsible in bringing forward and pushing this budget, which is
so far off in its estimations and forecasts to be somewhat laughable.
So I would say that from the revenue side, the estimates side, it
should be rewritten. I won’t support this motion.

The Speaker: Hon. members, pursuant to Government Motion 12,
which was passed earlier this afternoon, I am now required to put
all questions to the disposal of Government Motion 10. That said, I
will now put the question.

[Government Motion 10 carried]

The Speaker: Hon. members, we are coming to Committee of Supply.
Given that there are a number of government officials coming to the
Chamber to assist with supply today, we will take an up-to-five-minute
recess to set the Chamber for them and allow the opposition to have
their full three hours of debate.

[The Assembly adjourned from 3:54 p.m. to 3:57 p.m.]

Committee of Supply

[Mrs. Pitt in the chair]

The Chair: Good afternoon, everyone. I would like to call the
committee to order.

Hon. members, guests, Ben McKay in particular, welcome to this
Chamber. I will outline the process for this afternoon. The speaking
order and times are prescribed by the standing orders and
Government Motion 10 passed earlier today and are as follows:

(g) the Committee of Supply shall meet to consider the main
estimates of ministries on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, in the
following manner:

(i) the main estimates of ministries for which a legislative
policy committee has completed its consideration of
the 2020-21 government estimates tabled on February
27,2020, are deemed to be completed for the purpose
of the 2020-21 government estimates (revised);

(i) the main estimates of the remaining ministries shall be
considered for a maximum of three hours by the
Committee of Supply;

(iii) only members of the Official Opposition and members
of the Executive Council may speak;

(iv) all speaking times are limited to 10 minutes at one
time;

(v) ifan amendment is moved to the main estimates in the
Committee of Supply, the vote on the amendment
stands deferred until the end of the consideration of the
main estimates;

(vi) amendments moved to the 2020-21 government
estimates tabled on February 27, 2020, in a legislative
policy committee are, upon notice given by the mover
of the amendment to the Clerk of the Assembly,
considered to have been moved during Committee of
Supply consideration of the 2020-21 government
estimates (revised);

(vii) the vote on the main estimates shall be held when the
time allotted for the Committee of Supply’s
consideration of the main estimates has concluded or
there are no members who wish to speak;

(h) the afternoon sitting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, shall
continue beyond 6 p.m. if the Assembly has not adjourned
by that time, and if the afternoon sitting is not adjourned
prior to 7:30 p.m., the sitting shall continue until it is
adjourned and there shall be no evening sitting that day.

I would now like to call on the hon. Government House Leader
or member of Executive Council to start.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Madam Chair, we’re ready to proceed. We have
no opening remarks.

The Chair: Are there any members wishing to speak? The hon.
Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

Mr. Shepherd: Well, thank you, Madam Chair. I appreciate the
opportunity to rise today. I want to begin by expressing my real
disappointment that this is the process we are undergoing, that for
our largest ministry, our largest expenditure, in the middle of what
might be one of the largest pressures we have ever seen on that said
ministry, we are being reduced from the six hours of estimates that
were to have been allotted for this ministry to give Albertans the
opportunity for the honesty, scrutiny, and transparency that this
government owes Albertans, that that is now being compressed and
has to be contained within the singular three hours.

It’s unfortunate, because what we’re seeing with this
government, indeed, with this budget and their response to this
pandemic is a lot of half measures. They are waiting on Ottawa.
They are standing back trying to determine how they can spend the
fewest dollars possible at a time when Albertans are looking for
their government to step up, be clear, and have their backs. What
we need, Madam Chair, are full measures.

4:00

This government is listening to medical experts when it comes to
responding to this pandemic. I applaud them for that. I appreciate
Dr. Hinshaw and all that she’s offered and that this government is
taking her advice, but they also need to listen to them when it comes
to the health care system as a whole.

So I will get to it. I'd like to begin with a few questions
specifically on the numbers. Question 1. A significant change to
Budget 2020 since it was tabled on February 27, 2020, is the $500
million increase to Health, the Health budget forecast, the baseline
for 2019-2020, as noted on page 126 of the fiscal plan, at $20.828
billion. With the extra funds put in place, as announced on Sunday,
the Health budget for 2020-2021 is now set at $21.116 billion. Now,
let me be clear. This amounts to a real cut to Health in the amount
of $462 million in the midst of a pandemic. My first question to the
minister: why are you cutting the Health budget in real terms during
a pandemic?

My second question. In late December 2019 the COVID-19
outbreak occurred in Wuhan, China. On January 30, 2020, the
World Health Organization declared a public health emergency of
international concern. We learned from Finance officials that the
government finalized their budget for 2020 in mid-February. My
question is this. During a global health emergency you decided to
table a budget that included cuts to funding for population and
public health. It’s on page 126 of the fiscal plan. First, I want to
know if you stand by that decision, Minister. Second, why did you
choose to cut the funding for public health in the face of a
pandemic?
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Question 3. In Budget 2020 as presented on February 27, in the
face of the World Health Organization’s declaration of a global
health emergency the minister put forward a budget that cuts
funding to acute care. On page 126 of the fiscal plan it notes that
acute care is being cut by $117 million in nominal terms. That’s a
cut of $255 million in real terms. Any way you slice it, the minister
has decided that in the face of a then epidemic, now a pandemic, it
was a good idea to cut funding for acute care — that is, our hospitals
— in Alberta. To the minister: do you stand by that decision? Can
you tell this Legislature and all Albertans why you considered it
good public policy to cut hospital care in the context of a pandemic?
Can you tell our front-line health care workers why, in the face of a
pandemic, you were cutting the funding that supports them in
hospital?

Question 4. The minister knows well that population growth and
inflation are real factors . ..

Mr. Jason Nixon: Point of order, probably more of a point of
clarification. Is it the member’s intention to list questions like this,
or did the member want to go back and forth?

The Chair: There’s no back and forth for the procedure. It’s up to
10-minute speaking spots per member.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Could we choose to go back and forth?
The Chair: Not for this process . . .

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, here, I will move, then, for unanimous
consent of committee to go back and forth, and if the Chamber has
consent on that, then we can move back and forth . . .

Mr. Shepherd: That is not my request, Madam Chair. I’'m quite
content with the 10-minute blocks.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Okay. Fine.

Mr. Shepherd: If I may continue, Madam Chair, without further
interruption.

Question 4. The minister knows well that population growth and
inflation are real factors that influence his budget. This is a reality
known by any basic student of economics and confirmed on page
52 of this government’s fiscal plan, which estimates that population
growth will be 1.6 per cent and inflation will be 2 per cent for a total
of 3.6 per cent. Simply put, for the Health budget to simply stay
even in real terms, it would have to increase by $962 million. Now,
we know that in real terms, adjusting for population and inflation,
this minister is in fact planning to cut the Health budget by $462
million, again, in the face of a pandemic.

And it’s that pandemic that I’d like to focus on in terms of this
budget and these questions. In a normal year, well, we can keep that
system whole by simply adjusting for population and inflation. But,
of course, with the advent of COVID-19 and the pandemic we know
that we have an additional budget pressure. To the minister. You’ve
amended this budget to account for COVID-19. Your estimate is
that you need to invest an additional $500 million into the system.
To put that another way, that’s an incremental cost to the health care
system of about 2.4 per cent. So is the Minister of Health suggesting
to Albertans that the total incremental cost for COVID-19 to our
health care system will be only $500 million?

And if you do not believe it will merely be $500 million or less,
what, in fact, is your estimate? If we use Italy as a COVID-19
comparison, what would be the incremental cost to the Alberta
health care system? Likewise, if we were to use South Korea as a
COVID-19 comparison, what would the incremental cost be to the

Alberta health care system? Simply put, what I’'m asking the
minister to tell Albertans is how he came up with this estimate of
$500 million. What modelling did he base, if any, on other
jurisdictions and their costs so far? Let me be clear. I’'m asking these
questions because the experts that [’ve had the opportunity to speak
with have suggested that $500 million is — and I’m using their words
here — a laughable sum to fight COVID-19. They can’t fathom how
the minister came up with this number, and they asked me to ask
this minister, so I am. Minister, what is the answer to this very
serious question?

Question 5. The government has put forward an amendment to
deal with COVID-19 and allocated $500 million. The Premier has
suggested that this is a historic response to the pandemic. I assume
that the Health minister put some careful thought into this decision,
as did his colleagues in government. Of course, the government has
now tabled their revised estimates, which allocate, indeed, $500
million more to the Health operating expense.

Now, the government has also tabled a revised consolidated
fiscal summary to the fiscal plan, so my question to the Minister of
Health is this. Inventory consumption in that fiscal summary was
set at $3.856 billion. In the revised fiscal summary inventory
consumption stayed exactly the same, at $3.856 billion. Those
numbers are the same. Can the Minister of Health explain how the
health system would not actually see an increase in inventory
consumption during a pandemic? Surely we are using more
supplies. For example, front-line staff must be going through masks
and protective equipment at an incredibly fast rate. It only stands to
reason that in the midst of a pandemic you’re going to be consuming
your stockpile of resources, consuming your inventory. That’s what
they’re there for. To the Minister of Health: can you explain how in
your revised Budget 2020, that’s designed to deal with the COVID-
19 pandemic, there is no increase in health inventory consumption?
How is that possible? And if that figure just happens to be wrong,
then how can Albertans trust any of your other Health estimates
given that you’ve already amended the budget to address COVID-
19?

On the question of mental health I’d like to ask about mental
health supports, which, of course, is a part of outcome 4 of the
ministry’s business plan. I’d like to discuss that plan going forward
in fiscal year ’20-21, which is only two weeks away. Now, this
budget includes additional resources for the COVID-19 pandemic,
so I’d like to ask the minister: in fact, what systems, plans, strategies
do you have in place to increase mental health supports for seniors
that are living in long-term care and in continuing care as a result
of the pandemic? Could we have some specifics, please,
recognizing that for these individuals isolation and a decline in
mental health have profound impacts on their physical health? If we
could get some clarity on what funding, what supports are in place
for those individuals.

What systems, plans, and strategies do you have in place to
increase mental health supports for front-line workers in the health
care system? Just this morning I retweeted an emergency room
physician in rural Alberta who was expressing the severe impact of
just the preparations for dealing with COVID-19 on top of the
ambiguity that still exists about what you intend to pay these
individuals after April 1 and the other things that are present within
the system. What do we have in place, what systems, plans, and
strategies, to support these workers in their mental health? They are
essential partners in our responding to and supporting and
protecting Alberta’s health.

How many full-time employees were allocated before the crisis,
and how many full-time employees will be in place for fiscal year
2020-2021? I"d like that information broken down by AHS zone,
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please. Of course, if that does not fit within the 10 minutes, I will
take that in writing.

Further, at a system level, how much more is being planned on
being spent on mental health supports for front-line health care
workers in this coming fiscal year as a result of the response to
COVID-19?

What systems, plans, and strategies do you have in place for those
vulnerable Albertans, folks, for example, that are living on AISH,
who have serious mental health concerns that are increasing as a
result of the pandemic and may need to access resources such as
Access 24/7, the mental health support line, or other mental health
supports through the Alberta health system? For example, can you
tell us how many additional full-time employees are allocated in
Budget 2020 to help specifically folks that are living on AISH?
Again, please, if that could be broken down by AHS zone.

4:10

The Chair: We’ll now enter the 10-minute portion for the hon.
Premier.

Mr. Kenney: First of all, as a matter of procedure, Madam Chair,
it’s difficult, I think, to comprehensively respond to about 25
questions asked in a serial fashion like that. At least in my 23 years
of parliamentary experience . . .

An Hon. Member: Your system, Premier.

Mr. Kenney: ... it is much more conventional to allow for
questions and answers, so we’ll do our best.

Having said that — and it’s interesting that they’re already
heckling, Madam Chair, which is so sadly in keeping with the
divisive approach of the Official Opposition at a time of provincial
crisis. In my 23 years of parliamentary experience, when facing
public health emergencies, times of war and conflict, 9/11 — and
I’ve had the advantage of being on both the government and
opposition side of legislative Chambers — I have always seen an
effort, an effort at unity, constructiveness, and coming together
until this place with this opposition.

Last week in New Brunswick, the Official Opposition was on the
cusp of a vote of nonconfidence to force an election because it
disagreed deeply with the government’s agenda. But realizing the
imperative of government operations and broader political unity at
this time of a public health crisis, they instead decided to support
the government and its budget, much as the B.C. Liberal opposition
is doing with the New Democrat government in British Columbia
right now, working constructively in a nonpartisan spirit.

Instead, what we get was that tone, frankly, that kind of tone of
negativity, of snarkiness, of division, which is totally unbecoming
of any member of this place at this time, from a party that just sent
out — the Member for Edmonton-Glenora just sent out a fundraising
e-mail today mentioning COVID-19, not a fundraising e-mail for a
hospital but for her political party. Raising money for a political
party in the midst of a public health emergency: what is wrong with
these people, Madam Chair? A member of their staff, on social
media yesterday, directed her fellow partisans to attack me
personally on social media for having commented about the need
for stronger public health protocols at our airports, saying: let’s go
over there and make their lives difficult, shall we?

While the government is doing its best under enormous stress as
the situation is changing by the hour, as Albertans of all
backgrounds expect some show of at least a modicum of effort at
social and political unity, they are saying, “Let’s make their lives
difficult, shall we?” and issuing attack ads online. If that’s the tone
that we’re going to see here for the next three hours, Madam Chair,
well, I can say that it’s a comment on the nature of the opposition.

Secondly, Madam Chair, the member opposite has raised his
disappointment with this process. We are in the midst, in case the
opposition has not yet come to a reckoning with this, of an
unprecedented public health emergency. In fact, 1 signed an
instrument earlier today, which has just been cosigned by Her
Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor, declaring a public
health emergency under the Public Health Act of Alberta on the
advice of officials. This is literally an emergency.

Madam Chair, the House of Commons suspended its sitting, a
week ago tomorrow, indefinitely. At least two other Legislatures
have done so, and others are planning to do so. I understand that the
United States Congress is effectively preparing for a quarantine. At
least 14 members of the government caucus in this Assembly have
been in self-isolation. I’m told that number has reached as high as
16. We don’t know at what point we will be able to — in fact, we
had to write into regulations today an exemption from the
prohibition on gatherings of over 50 people simply to allow this
Chamber to continue doing its work.

The government would have been well within its rights, Madam
Chair, to have suspended this legislation and, instead, simply
moved with total executive fiat and zero legislative accountability
to fiscal appropriations through special warrants. Now, that would
have been difficult and time-consuming. We would have had to
adjourn the House on Monday in order to allow those fiscal
warrants to kick in on the 1st of April for the beginning of the fiscal
year. Instead, we decided to come back into this place as a
government to be accountable, in the hope and expectation that
there would be some spirit of comity, co-operation, and unity.
Nevertheless, it is necessary for us to ensure that as long as this
Assembly operates, we get the essential urgent work of the people
done. That begins, most importantly, with the passage of the budget
and the authorization of $56 billion in spending, which is, I believe,
the highest absolute level of spending in the history of the
government of Alberta.

If we do not pass this budget bill expeditiously, we will not have
the certainty that come April 1, the first day of the new fiscal year,
we will have the funds required to pay our doctors and nurses at this
time of crisis. Playing games with this process is absolutely grossly
irresponsible, Madam Chair. Grossly irresponsible. The member is
yawning in exasperation. But if tomorrow the public health officer
comes to us and says that she recommends we suspend the
Legislature and this budget is not passed, we will not have the legal
power to pay doctors and nurses on April 1. That’s not an opinion.
It is a legal fact.

It’s time to park the politics, Madam Chair. What we are
proposing through this extraordinary process — and I thank the
Assembly for the opportunity to do this; I thank the officials for
attending with us — is an opportunity to ensure that the funds are
there as needed, including the additional $500 million, the
extraordinary half-billion dollars added to the appropriation bill by
the hon. the Minister of Finance yesterday.

Madam Chair, on some of the specific points the member talks
about a cut in the budget for population and public health. Again,
completely misleading. In the last full year of the NDP government
the budget for population and public health was $551 million. As
page 126 of the fiscal plan indicates, that is projected under this
budget plan to increase to $600 million in *20-21. Now, you don’t
need a PhD in mathematics to understand that that is a $49 million
increase, not a reduction; a 10 per cent absolute increase, not a real
reduction.

The member talks about overall cuts in health care, which is
simply not true. Last fiscal year, 2018-19: $20.4 billion. This year
in this budget: $20.616 billion. Add another $500 million to that:
$21.16 billion, the highest level in the history of Alberta, the highest
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real level in Canada. In fact, the member can look at page 124 and
see that in 2018 health spending per capita was $5,254 in Alberta
versus $4,100 in B.C., $4,300 in Ontario, $4,300 in Quebec. The
average, in other words, amongst our peer provinces: $4,257. That
is to say that we spend about $1,000 more per person than
comparable provinces. As the Ernst & Young independent report
on efficiency for Alberta Health Services confirmed, as did the
MacKinnon report, chaired by former NDP finance minister Dr.
Janice MacKinnon, we are not getting better outcomes than these
other provinces. In many respects our outcomes are worse with
respect to critical surgical wait times for many procedures, life
expectancy, infant mortality, et cetera.

4:20

Madam Chair, it is true that our government has begun to try to
control the overall growth in what is the most expensive health
system in Canada, a country that has amongst the most expensive
publicly insured systems in the world. Why? Because we need to
get more bang for the taxpayer’s buck, and we make no apology for
doing so.

However, let us be absolutely clear that in the context of the
pandemic we will make every resource available that is necessary
for our health officials to fight and defeat the spread of the
coronavirus. The $500 million included in this budget is effectively
an initial instalment on that. We await the response of the federal
government to increase transfers to deal with COVID, and we want
to give our officials enough time to give us estimates of what the
full cost may be.

The Chair: Proceeding to the Official Opposition, a 10-minute
block of time. The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Madam Chair. What is an
embarrassment is this Premier in the fact that I spent weeks
preparing for this opportunity to sit down with this minister to do
my due diligence as critic on behalf of the people of Alberta to ask
real questions about this budget, this government’s spending. I
listed those questions now. Those were all directly taken from this
budget, from the line items, and this Premier is choosing to waste
the time of this Assembly with his regular stump speech, with his
opprobrium that we as the Official Opposition would choose to
actually do our job.

There are other options for how they could have chosen to
approach this, Madam Chair, as my colleagues listed in debate this
afternoon.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Point of order.
The Chair: Point of order.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Madam Chair, the content of Motion 10 that
brings us to this process in the Chamber has already been debated
in the Chamber and has been decided by the majority in the
Chamber. I would ask that you instruct the member to focus on
estimates and the budget that we’re here to discuss today, not to
relitigate Motion 10.

Mr. Shepherd: If [ may respond, Madam Chair, my remarks were
no further outside the topic than the Premier’s own and were simply
in response to his.

The Chair: Hon. members, there is a limited amount of time
available to discuss the government estimates, and I would suggest
that arguing the way in which one answers or asks or in which the
rules are made is moot, and we should avoid these conversations.
Please stick to the estimates.

Hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre, please proceed with
your questions.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Madam Chair. I’d be happy to continue
with the estimates and ask questions. I would hope that we will
receive actual answers.

Madam Chair, within this budget we have the first steps towards
the implementation of a new framework for physician
compensation. Now, over the last few weeks we have heard
numerous calls for changes to that in regard to the spending within
this budget and that particular line item. Indeed, we saw opinion
columns run in the Edmonton Journal, the Calgary Herald, the
Globe and Mail this morning calling for that, and I acknowledge
and appreciate that this minister has taken one step towards that in
restoring the complex modifiers for physicians. It’s an important
step, 1 think, in supporting outcome 3 in the business plan, that
“Albertans have increased access to health care professionals and
the mix of professionals that best meets their needs,” and indeed
3.1, to “work with the Alberta Medical Association to manage
spending growth and modernize physician funding models to
improve quality of patient care and accountability for results.”

I will just take a moment, Madam Chair, to note that for any of
the questions, again, that the minister did not have the opportunity
to answer due to the Premier’s interjection, I would be happy to
receive those answers in writing that are directly related to the
estimates.

As I was saying, speaking of outcome 3 and point 3.1, the
negotiation that was conducted with the AMA, I’d note, was opened
by passing legislation which allowed the government to unilaterally
break their contract and closed by doing precisely that with no
notice while they were in the midst of preparing a new offer. Indeed,
if the minister calls that working “with” as noted in the business
plan, I’d hate to see what he would consider working against.

I do have a question. To the minister: how do you consider it
working with the AMA to unilaterally impose a deeply flawed
funding framework that every medical expert says will utterly
undermine your key objective 5.1, that being on page 92 of the
business plan, to prevent chronic conditions, injuries, and infections
by developing policies that reduce risk from environmental and
individual risk factors, by making it completely unaffordable for
doctors? Well, in many senses I appreciate that some of that has
been addressed today by the restoration of the complex modifiers,
but there are still concerns around the patient caps, the removal of
stipends for emergency room physicians, and some of the other
steps that this government is taking.

Now, I fully anticipate that the minister will rise, and he will
again make the claim that he must absolutely make these profound
changes and cuts in order to stave off $2 billion in cost overruns.
That is a claim that the minister has made again and again and
indeed repeats on page 125 of the fiscal plan. In other words, he’s
claiming an increase of about 37 per cent. I’d ask the minister: is it
your contention that without your imposition of this new funding
framework in the 2023 budget, the total amount for physician
compensation, section 3 of your estimates, wo