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[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Lord, the God of righteousness and truth, grant to
our Queen and to her government, to Members of the Legislative
Assembly, and to all in positions of responsibility the guidance of
Your spirit. May they never lead the province wrongly through love
of power or desire to please but, laying aside all private interests
and prejudices, keep in mind their responsibility to seek to improve
the condition of all.

Hon. members, we will be now led in the singing of God Save
the Queen by Ms Brooklyn Elhard. Please refrain from joining her.

Ms Elhard:
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!

The Speaker: Please be seated.

Ministerial Statements

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Advanced Education.

Greek Independence Day Bicentennial

Mr. Nicolaides: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The fall of Constantinople
in 1453 marked the end of the Byzantine Empire and began a period
of Ottoman control over southeastern Europe, including Greece and
Cyprus. Over time there were several Greek uprisings against
Ottoman control, and although they were unsuccessful, the dream of
a free and independent Greece carried on. After 350 years of Ottoman
control, a plan to rebel in the Peloponnese, the Danube, and
Constantinople itself was ready and set for March 25, 1821. This
sparked the beginning of the Greek War of Independence, and the
desire to live free inspired further revolts in Crete, Macedonia, and
central Greece. In 1827 Britain, Russia, and France intervened to
support the fight for independence, and at the Battle of Navarino these
allied forces ended Ottoman domination of the Aegean, and the
Kingdom of Greece was established in 1832.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great honour and privilege to stand in
the Assembly today to commemorate 200 years of Greek
independence. To mark this special occasion, I’ve had the privilege
of working with fellow Greek-Canadian politicians from across
party lines to co-ordinate efforts on this important day. Today you
will see the blue and white colours of Greece shine across the world.
As well, right here at home, in the city of Calgary and the city of
Edmonton, both will fly the Greek flag outside city hall, as will
many other Canadian cities. In Australia the Sydney Opera House
will display blue and white colours. A 1,500-square-foot Greek flag
will be flown in Johannesburg. In the United States the Los Angeles
International LAX sign and the Santa Monica Pier Pacific Wheel
will be lit up in blue, as will the CN tower, Niagara Falls,
Edmonton’s High Level Bridge, and other important landmarks.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all members of the Assembly will join me in
wishing Greeks here in Alberta and around the world a happy
Independence Day and bicentennial.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate this opportunity
to rise and recognize the importance of this day for the Greek
community in Alberta and indeed around the world. Two hundred
years ago, after an eight-year-long struggle, Greece broke free from
the rule of the Ottoman Empire, that had lasted for 400 years, which
ultimately led to the collapse of that empire as it encouraged other,
smaller nations to fight for and win their independence as well.

Now, we know that Alberta is home to 15,000 Albertans of Hellenic
descent, who each bring their culture to life here in Alberta in many
ways, from providing Greek language schools in both Edmonton and
Calgary and showcasing their cultural food and dances at the annual
Greek Festival in Calgary and at their pavilion at the Edmonton
Heritage Festival.

I’m personally proud to have the Hellenic-Canadian Community
of Edmonton and Region located here in my constituency of
Edmonton-City Centre, and I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to join
them in the past to celebrate Greek Independence Day and learn
about their excellent Greek language school, which was established
in 1983 and was the first of its kind to offer Greek education from
kindergarten through to grade 12 in Alberta.

1 think we have a lot to thank Greece for: delicious food; wonderful
cultural dances and music; a rich mythology that has inspired endless
literature, music, and film; indeed their contributions in areas like
mathematics and philosophy; and even perhaps the ability that I have
to stand here today as a Member of this Legislative Assembly as
Athens, Greece, is considered by many to have been the birthplace of
democracy. Without those contributions, you know, it may well be
possible that we might not be standing in this room today.

Today we all stand and we take some time to recognize the
importance of Alberta’s Greek community, the important role that
Greeks have played in establishing democracy, and indeed join with
so many others around the world that will be recognizing today 200
years of Greek independence.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Members’ Statements
School COVID-19 Response and Education Funding

Ms Hoffman: The last year has been really tough. Yesterday we
learned that 1 in 6 Alberta schools has a COVID outbreak or that
they’re on the watch list. This reminds many of us of the first time
the government abruptly closed schools, this time last year. Let’s
remember that the Education minister promised that school budgets
and staffing would stay intact and simply transition online. But days
later she broke that promise, laying off Alberta’s education support
staff and cutting school budgets. This left students, families, and
teachers to struggle through the remainder of the school year. That
was the first closure.

The minister promised that all staff would be rehired, but the
budget is out — it’s in black and white — and there are 2,000 fewer
teachers and support staff than there were before the pandemic. In the
summer the UCP government decided that they would reopen schools
with no new supports to improve safety or well-being. Schools were
given some hand sanitizer and two masks per student. That’s it. No
new money for support staff, supply teachers, smaller class sizes, or
custodial services. So it wasn’t a huge shock when many Alberta
families opted for online learning and thousands of others didn’t
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register their children at all. It’s clear that many families didn’t feel
like this government was doing enough to protect and support their
children.

Then in November secondary students were sent home. Grades 7
through 12 students were forced to learn online again. That was the
second closure. Now, with 1 in 6 schools on the watch list or
experiencing an outbreak, with many classes being forced to transition
out of school, and with an entire Calgary high school closing its doors,
many are feeling a sense of déja vu.

Governing and leading is about choices. The government’s choices
have lasting impacts on Alberta’s students. In two years students and
families will have a chance to make a choice about their government.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Central Peace-Notley.

Rural Development and Broadband Internet

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In the Peace Country,
which I’m proud to represent, the people are fair, straight talking,
and always willing to lend each other a helping hand. They’re like
the rest of rural Alberta, a key part of Alberta’s social and economic
fabric and keen to grow and expand. From agriculture to resource
development, Central Peace-Notley is full of growth and potential.

As my constituents regularly remind me, to properly do a job,
you need the proper tools. When I was asked to move some grain
the other day, they were happy to lend me a shovel, an important
tool for that job. The development of rural Alberta is no exception
in that tools are needed. As I’ve regularly said in this House before,
services, programs, and infrastructure may cost a little more in rural
Alberta, but they are just as critical to someone living in Cherry
Point or Fox Creek as they are to someone living in Calgary or
Edmonton.

Recently the MD of Spirit River is creating a new development
zone south of the village of Rycroft, by the grain elevators and train
tracks. This is a welcome addition as it will bring investment and
growth to the region. To further enhance this project, they are
planning on upgrading range road 54 to connect that development
to the highway system, making for ease of travel and shipment of
the goods and services that the development zone will bring. Many
municipalities have projects that they are planning to help grow
their economy and their community. A win for rural Alberta is a
win for all of Alberta, and we should continue to encourage projects
like these.

This also applies to broadband infrastructure. In this world, where
farmers in the Peace Country sell their grain to buyers halfway around
the world, access to reliable and fast Internet services is key.
Companies like Telus are expanding broadband services to remote
communities across the Peace Country, and areas such as Saddle Hills
and, in fact, all regions are eager to expand broadband in their area.

1:40

Another important consideration is keeping government offices in
rural communities. In fact, I believe that with the new and better
connectivity, we could move offices from cities to rural communities.
Many services provided by the government are done online and could
be done anywhere in Alberta. In some rural communities there are
vacant government offices, so the infrastructure is there.

I will continue to advocate for more services in rural Alberta rather
than fewer. Rural Alberta is ready, willing, and able to be a benefit to
all Albertans.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie has a
statement.

Imagine SunAlta Project in Calgary

Mr. Milliken: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There is an amazing
project happening in Calgary-Currie, and if I have anything to do
with it, I’1l do my part to make sure it happens. Now, as you know,
Calgary-Currie is a very diverse constituency, and it is my job to
represent and listen to everyone. As the MLA I work hard to ensure
that voices from all sides are heard — everyone — no matter who you
are, how you vote, or how you live your life. Every once in a while
along comes a project that crosses all party lines, fully nonpartisan,
and it is called the Imagine SunAlta project. This project is inclusive
of everyone. It helps those less fortunate or marginalized, it
supports those who experience discrimination of virtually any kind,
and on top of that, it will inject close to $50 million into the
economy.

Now, Imagine SunAlta focuses on social programs and inclusive
spaces for everything from language classes to pipe and smudging
ceremonies. There are poverty reduction supports, early childhood
development, social work, a commercial kitchen, employment
training, and support for at-risk seniors. They have already partnered
with Calgary Alpha House, the Elizabeth Fry Society, and Hollow
Bone Healing Lodge, just to name a few, and I could go on and on.
As an inner-city riding we don’t have local access to organizations
like the Genesis Centre or the YWCA, so this is needed. Sunalta itself
is a neighbourhood where 1 in 4 residents live on a low income, 34
per cent live alone, and more than a quarter are new residents, newly
here in Canada.

Imagine SunAlta services and supports are truly grassroots, but
these services also already support surrounding ridings, Calgary as
a whole, and in many ways the work they do touches all corners of
the province. So please go to www.sunalta.net/imagine and see for
yourself how great this project is, and join me in helping to make
sure that we can get this project over the finish line.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadows.

Racism Prevention Funding

Mr. Deol: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today the no-plan budget of
the UCP will pass, and Albertans will suffer as a result of the lack
of vision from this government. In my constituency we hear daily
from Albertans who are concerned about the future of this province
and who have little faith in this government, and those numbers are
growing. Due to my role as the critic for multiculturalism one of the
issues that I hear about the most is the lack of action by the
government to confront and tackle racism, which is why I was so
disappointed to see even a small decrease in the budget for
multiculturalism. At a time when we are seeing rising acts of hate
and racism, the minister chose to reduce this area of responsibility.
Now, the minister likes to tell us that amazing work is being done,
that wonderful work is being done, that the world is a lovely and
happy place, but, Mr. Speaker, where is the proof of this? The UCP
stalled the Anti-Racism Advisory Council. We know they have a
report with recommendations, but the minister has no timeline to
make it public. What a waste. What an insult to Albertans who sat
on the council for two years. What a slap in the face to the racialized
and indigenous Albertans whose lives are impacted by racism every
day. The minister is proud of her budget, of her business plan,
though I don’t see anything to be proud of: a reduction in the budget
to combat racism, no mention of antiracism actions or plans at all,
no tracking metrics, no accountability, nothing but: hey, trust us.
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Mr. Speaker, racialized and indigenous Albertans have heard
those words before, and they want action from this government.
With the passage of this budget . ..

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Métis Self-government

Mr. Neudorf: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since its inception in 1928
the Métis Nation of Alberta has been the Métis government for Métis
Albertans. Governed by a Provincial Council, the MNA supports
practices of transparency, accountability, and inclusiveness for Métis
Albertans in the provincial and federal governments’ policy
processes. Just over one month ago the MNA announced that it is
consulting with M¢étis citizens across the province to draft a
constitution that will help modernize its approach to self-government.
This consultation is just one of the many steps they have taken since
signing the historic Métis government recognition and self-
government agreement with the federal government in June 2019.
Ever since then the MNA has been working towards formal federal
recognition of Métis nation self-government in Alberta, including the
creation of a constitution.

This consultation is incredibly important for my riding as we are
part of the Métis Nation of Alberta region 3, one of the largest Métis
regions in the province. Lethbridge is also home to approximately
1,600 Meétis peoples, a third of their aboriginal population. I am
incredibly honoured by the openness, hard work, and encouragement
that our local Métis nation has extended to me.

I am also extremely happy to see our government working with
Métis across Alberta through our recently announced Bill 57, the
Metis Settlements Amendment Act, 2021. This legislation proposes
changes to modernize the Metis Settlements Act, increasing
community sustainability and fiscal accountability. Updating this
nearly 30-year-old legislation will set Métis settlements on the road
to self-determination, to control their own destiny and be financially
independent, successful, and competitive. This bill will also reduce
the role of the Minister of Indigenous Relations so that settlement
governments have greater authority and autonomy to make financial
decisions.

Supporting Alberta Métis communities is extremely important to
this province, and [ am happy to see a bright future on their horizon.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Peigan.

Passover

Ms Fir: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Starting this coming Saturday,
March 27, and lasting one week until April 4, the major Jewish
holiday known as Passover will be celebrated. Passover honours the
freedom and Exodus of Jewish slaves from Egypt during the reign
of Pharaoh Ramses II. Before the Jews were able to flee, Egypt was
struck by 10 plagues, the last of which killed all the Egyptians’ first-
born children. However, the Jewish families were passed over and
spared from death, hence the name of the holiday, Passover.

In Israel Passover is a spring holiday which spans seven days,
with the first and last days being legal holidays, which involve
holiday meals and special prayer services. Jews outside of Israel,
however, celebrate the festival for eight days. One of the big
traditions is the Passover Seder, which marks the beginning of the
holiday. The Seder is a tradition generally performed by multiple
generations of a family and involves a retelling of the story of the
liberation of the Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt. Along
with the retelling, the Seder also includes drinking four cups of
wine, eating matzo, partaking of symbolic foods placed on the
Passover Seder plate, and reeling in the celebration of freedom.

With the holiday quickly approaching, I would like to wish any
and all a happy Passover and hope that we can all take some time
to realize how truly lucky we are to be free. While the last year has
been tough, looking back at the origins of this holiday is a true
reminder that freedom will always come, even in the darkest
moments. | hope that this holiday is a true reminder to everybody
to be thankful for everything we have. To everyone celebrating, |
wish you a happy Passover. [Remarks in Hebrew]

Government Policies and Poverty

Ms Sigurdson: A few competing perspectives have dominated the
question of how to end human suffering. One understands human
suffering as pathological, individual, and psychological — and as the
responsibility of individuals — and the other as mainly the result of
limited resources, oppression, and discrimination, the responsibility
of society. Each perspective offers different approaches to address
hardship: on the one hand, charity for those individuals deemed
worthy of help and, on the other, improving the social conditions of
all individuals to avoid hardship in the first place. Intervention
versus prevention, charity versus solidarity.

This government is clearly more invested in charity than
solidarity and structural solutions. They would rather have a food
bank than eliminate food insecurity. They would rather have short-
term shelters than affordable housing. This government is more
concerned with people abusing the system than they are with fixing
that system. Food banks and shelters provide services for those in
immediate need, but public policy should be directed not at merely
reacting to poverty but at actually ending poverty and fixing the
system.

1:50

We know that fixing the system is the only tenable solution to
income inequality. We know that when income gaps increase,
everyone is at risk of negative consequences: social problems
emerge at greater frequency, people experience poor health
outcomes, they have shorter lives, and business and the economy
suffer. Albertans should not suffer in poverty. The gap between the
richest and poorest Albertans should not continue to widen. The
most compassionate, logical response to suffering should not stop
at charity but extend to justice.

I was proud to be part of a government that cut child poverty in
half. I was proud to be the Minister of Seniors and Housing when
we made a historic $1.2 billion investment in affordable housing.
COVID-19 has exacerbated issues of poverty, and we need an
Alberta government which confronts systemic issues.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: The Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition has
the call.

Energy Development and Environmental Policies

Ms Notley: Mr. Speaker, Alberta is in a jobs emergency. Today
there are 240,000 Albertans looking for work and desperate for a
credible plan for the future. Despite all appearances the Premier’s
biggest failure is not today’s court decision; it is the families he
forgot and the jobs he failed to create while distracted by these
losing battles. For two years this Premier has been damaging efforts
to diversify our economy while refusing to address climate change.
Now he says that he’ll start making a plan tomorrow. To the
Premier: what happens now?
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Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, Mr. Speaker, the NDP continue to lie to
Albertans. The Premier has not said that he will just start to work
on climate. In fact, our province has been working on climate longer
than any province in Confederation. Our government has been
working on climate since we got here 18 months ago, starting with
the technology innovation and emissions reduction program, which
has saved industry 90 per cent while still achieving the same results
as the federal program. That’s real action and a stark contrast from
that member when she was the Premier, who brought in a carbon
tax that she never told Albertans about. All it did was cause
economic pain and no environmental gain.

Ms Notley: Well, actually, Mr. Speaker, Albertans have been paying
Ottawa for 14 months under this government’s leadership. The
Premier has lost tens of thousands of jobs while leading Canada in
climate denial. Investors and customers are increasingly looking for
jurisdictions to have a framework in place that reconciles resource
development and climate change; this does not yet exist here: that was
Teck one year ago, cancelling their Frontier project and 7,000 jobs
with it. Why won’t this Premier admit that this fight, one he torqued
up, one he has now lost, is costing Albertans their jobs?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Edmonton-
Strathcona is still standing side by side with Justin Trudeau. She did
that when she was the Premier; she’s doing that while she’s the
Leader of the Opposition, betting against Albertans and moving
forward with policies when it came to climate that hurt Albertans.
Shame on her and her party for that. She brought in an NDP carbon
tax that cost more than the federal carbon tax. We got rid of that
carbon tax, as we promised Albertans. And let’s be clear: Albertans
fired her and her party because of that carbon tax. Albertans can rest
assured that this government will never bring back the NDP carbon
tax.

Ms Notley: Well, Mr. Speaker, Alberta needs its own climate plan.
But, instead, this Premier chose to send Alberta’s tax dollars to
Ottawa. Now, a made-in-Alberta plan requires precise policy based
on refined engagement with multiple stakeholders across the entirety
of our economy. To protect and enhance our economic growth, it
must be informed, and it must be strategic and versatile, not this
Premier’s strong suit, 'm afraid. Why did the Premier waste two
years ignoring a job that everyone knew was his all along?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Mr. Speaker, when that member was Premier,
when asked about her signature policy, her carbon tax, how much
in emissions it would reduce, she could not answer the question
because their program was all about economic pain and punishing
everyday Albertans. This Premier and this government have
brought forward an innovative program that focuses on innovation
and working with our industry that has created 9,000 jobs last year
alone and actually reduces emissions, because, again, we’re focused
on solving the problem. That member was focused on taxing
Albertans. Rest assured, we will never bring back her punishing
carbon tax.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Opposition for her second set
of questions.

Ms Notley: We’ll just sit here while Albertans pay it to Justin
Trudeau.

COVID-19 Case Projections and Health Care Planning

Ms Notley: Now, yesterday’s update from Dr. Hinshaw was deeply
concerning to all Albertans. More than 1,400 new cases in just eight

days; 1 in 5 cases are now the highly contagious variant. Now, the
government has had to walk back its plans for step 3, and doctors
are now warning of a third wave. Yesterday I asked the Premier for
information contained in the AHS model, or, as he put it, early
warning system, for three weeks out. Albertans want to know the
forecasted case counts, the forecasted hospitalizations, the
forecasted R value. Why is the Premier hiding this vital information
from Albertans?

Mr. Shandro: Mr. Speaker, nothing is being hidden. We continue
to do it. And, by the way, the member is talking about not a model
but a simple projection. We know from a certain number of case
counts that might be on a certain day that then, 14 days later, we’ll
be able to figure out what there could be. For example, if there are
a thousand new daily cases, we know that two weeks later there
could be approximately 40 new hospital beds for those patients who
have contracted COVID. She’s talking about simple projections.
They don’t consider vaccinations as well. Some of them are really
about promoting COVID - really, what the NDP is doing is . . .

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

Ms Notley: Well, Mr. Speaker, we’re just looking for the
information that the government has.

Right now hospitals are reopening COVID wards, comparing ICU
plans, and redesigning isolation protocols. Dr. Darren Markland says
that ICU staffing is being increased, quote, as we look to expand into
the recovery rooms for barrack-style management of people on
ventilators and high-flow oxygen. Premier, of the people in ICU
today, 88 per cent are under 65 years old. Why won’t the Premier
release the AHS forecast on hospitalizations and the expected age of
patients expected to be impacted by that?

Mr. Shandro: Mr. Speaker, I have that information. And AHS is
going to continue to do that so they can make sure they have a 14-
day window, when they know from the daily new case count how
many beds are going to be needed 14 days later. They’ll continue
to do that to continue to make sure that the additional capacity as
well as the surge capacity they built up throughout 2020 is there on
a flexible basis to be able to reply and respond as we might have
cases increase. But this is really about the NDP wanting us to go to
a lockdown, that we’ve seen throughout the rest of the world, and
chasing zero rather than responding responsibly to those with . . .

The Speaker: The Leader of the Opposition.

Ms Notley: We’re just asking for the forecast information that has
not been released to Albertans.

Now, yesterday the Premier seemed open to reconsidering his
benchmarks for reopening. Now, I would argue that it should also
work in the other direction, too. Yesterday Dr. Hinshaw said that,
quote, what we know is that in other places where variant strains have
become dominant, additional restrictions have been required. Mr.
Speaker, today the variant is 20 per cent of all cases. In a recent
outbreak in a single venue down in Calgary, over half were the
variant. Is the Premier considering the possibility of re-establishing
restrictions, and if so, will he do so on the basis of COVID numbers?

Mr. Shandro: We’ve answered that many times, actually, Mr.
Speaker, in our press availability and in this Chamber as well. As
we ease restrictions, it will be based on hospitalizations, but if there
was a need for the imposition of any new restrictions, it would
based on a leading indicator, a case count that we could see on a
daily basis and an increasing daily count. We perhaps could see a
weekly average of a certain percentage where Dr. Hinshaw would
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come to us with that concern and make a recommendation for the
imposition of further measures, but we continue to work with her
office and continue to respond responsibly to the crisis.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Environmental Monitoring and Reporting

Mr. Schmidt: It’s become clearer than ever this week that the
government has no plan and is unwilling to be accountable to Albertans
on matters of climate change or the environment. Greenhouse gas
reductions should be a key measurement to show that the government
is taking action, so naturally this Premier and his minister removed
any measure or tracking of this from their annual business plan. Will
the Premier explain to Albertans why we no longer get to know if
we’re actually reducing emissions? Isn’t that something that we
should care about?

The Speaker: The Minister of Environment and Parks.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do appreciate the
question. Let me be clear. The technology innovation and emission
reduction program alone is on track to reduce 30 megatonnes across
our system in GHG emissions. That’s in stark contrast from that
member and his party, who, when they were in power, couldn’t even
name one GHG emission that their program was reducing. Again,
we’re focused on working with our industry to innovate our way
through the climate change challenge that the world faces, and let me
assure Albertans that, unlike that member, we won’t focus on
bringing in punishing taxes that hurt them each and every day.

Mr. Schmidt: Well, Mr. Speaker, his plan is a stark contrast to
ours, which reduced 50 megatonnes. That’s 20 megatonnes more
than he said his plan is going to reduce.

But greenhouse gas emissions are not the only environmental
concern in which the provincial government wants to avoid
accountability from Albertans. Yesterday the Premier claimed that
he never removed any environmental monitoring rules even though
a report from the University of Calgary School of Public Policy
made clear that he actually removed three times more of the
regulations than any other province. Can the Premier explain how
these headlines could possibly be helpful as we attempt to draw
international investment to our province?

2:00

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, Mr. Speaker, the NDP is yet again lying over
and over. No monitoring was removed by the Alberta government, and
the Premier was clear about that yesterday.

But back to GHG emissions, Mr. Speaker. The Alberta government
is on track to be at 240 megatonnes. Just so you know, for those
following along at home and for the Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar,
that’s 20 megatonnes less than the NDP. That’s a real program that
was not focused on punishing everyday Albertans. Again I want to
assure Albertans we will do what is needed to protect them and protect
their pocketbook, unlike the NDP.

Mr. Schmidt: It is amazing that this minister signed an order last
year removing environmental restrictions and then has the gall to
stand up and say that we are lying about it. The investment adviser
Morningstar was clear this week about the damage done by this
government to our international reputation. It says that “the Alberta
government has become the oil patch’s own worst enemy by
weakening environmental monitoring and oversight.” We’ve lost
tens of thousands of jobs in the energy sector. Is the Premier willing
to be humble for once and admit that his failed environmental

polices and his work to undo environmental progress has actually
cost jobs ...

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Mr. Speaker, again, orders were signed to slow
down not monitoring but the recovering of monitoring, not to stop
monitoring, and the Chief Scientist confirmed that no monitoring
was stopped by the Alberta government, and that’s what the NDP
is lying about.

Here’s the difference, Mr. Speaker. They stand up in this House
each and every day and pretend that they stand up for workers except
for one industry — did you notice that? — oil and gas workers. They
wanted us to send oil and gas workers into the pandemic without
helping energy companies put in the safety protocols for them. Well,
shame on them. We stand with every industry in this province,
including the oil and gas industry.

Keystone XL Pipeline Cost to Alberta

Ms Ganley: The government has introduced a motion in this House
seeking to recoup the cost of their failed gamble on Donald Trump’s
re-election. There’s one glaring problem. The Premier, the Finance
minister, and the Energy minister have repeatedly rejected calls to
release the details of the deal made by this government and the true
cost to Alberta taxpayers. Last night we attempted to amend the
motion to call for full disclosure of the cost. It was promptly voted
down by the government members. To the Premier: how can we
possibly get our money back if you won’t even come clean with
Albertans about how much we’ve lost?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Finance and President of
Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’ve been perfectly
transparent with Albertans with respect to KXL. In fact, in Budget
2021 we devoted a full page to providing details and the financial
exposure of the government of Alberta with respect to KXL.
Unfortunately, the NDP simply appear to have not read the budget.
It’s clear in Budget 2021.

Ms Ganley: Well, Mr. Speaker, that’s a pretty creative definition
of transparent.

Calgary lost a thousand jobs last week at Cenovus. There are
more than 200,000 Albertans looking for work right now, and we
have the second-highest unemployment rate in the country. We
know the government has lost at least $1.3 billion on their bet on
Donald Trump being re-elected. We expect that the numbers will
grow and that the Premier is hiding the true cost of his failed
gamble. Premier, you don’t think billions of dollars in investment
would have been better spent on something that would actually get
Albertans back to work?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Finance and President of
Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The reality is that the
KXL pipeline, if and when completed, will provide $30 billion of
revenue to Albertans over two decades. That’s in contrast to the
NDP’s crude-by-rail effort, which risked $3.7 billion to move
120,000 barrels per day for only two years. At the same time they
brought in curtailment, a competing policy, which guaranteed the
failure of crude by rail.

Ms Ganley: Mr. Speaker, their failed bet is in contrast to the two
pipelines our government got approved.
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Last week the Premier called me an Edmonton socialist when |
asked him about his failed job record. For the record, I live in
Calgary and represent the fine constituents of Calgary-Mountain
View. I was elected to support my constituents, and what they need
right now is jobs. To the Premier: did you resort to names because
you failed to create any jobs, because you have no economic plan
for our future, or because you would rather level insults than admit
to losing billions of dollars on your failed gamble on the U.S.
election?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would certainly agree
with the member opposite that jobs are critically important for
Albertans right across the province today, including Calgary. That’s
why we were the first province to roll out an economic recovery
plan. That’s a plan with substantive details, a plan that’s also a work
in progress, that we’re building out month after month. On top of
that, we are now seeing projections that Alberta will lead the nation
in terms of economic recovery in 2021 from the Conference Board
of Canada, the Bank of Montreal, the National Bank, and now
Desjardins Bank.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Central Peace-Notley has a
question.

Drug Overdose Prevention

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This week the government
announced the creation of the digital overdose response system that
will allow the summoning of emergency response to a location if a
person becomes unconscious. Yesterday the Alberta NDP made
serious allegations of scandal outside of the protection of this
Chamber, suggesting that we cancelled an Alberta Health Services
program to fund politically connected individuals instead. To the
Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions: is any of what
the members opposite said yesterday true?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker and to the member for
the question. Absolutely not, and it is disturbing to see the NDP, as
we’ve seen for the last year from the NDP, playing bare-knuckle
politics and spin, in this case over the lives of those who are
struggling with addiction. Tuesday’s announcement was welcome
news for our province and for those who are struggling. The NDP,
as we’ve seen for the last year, every time online that they’re lying,
refuse to issue an apology.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Central Peace-Notley.

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Minister.
Given that the ministry of mental health and addictions is working
tirelessly to increase access to supports available in our province
and given that concocting unfounded scandal can be dangerous for
a marginalized population and given that the members opposite
continue to push for a previous research program from Alberta
Health Services that would have only been able to support 15
people at the time of the launch, to the same minister: can you tell
us about the new life-saving system? [interjections]

The Speaker: Order. Order. Order.
The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The previous line was
a $1 million research study, which was going to initially study a

telephone line for 15 people in Calgary, and the doctor in charge of
that program has said himself that there was never a working
overdose app that had been developed and scrapped. Our system
allows people using drugs alone to summon emergency response to
their location if they become unconscious. Most importantly, it
provides information on local addiction recovery supports and
services to help ensure that people have the information they need
to find long-term recovery.

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Minister. Given that Aware360 is an
Alberta-based company with a long track record of keeping lone
workers safe in risky environments and given that the company has
had a government contract in Alberta for more than a decade,
including under the previous government, and given that it was the
former government that suggested to the researchers that they use
Aware360 for this program, to the same minister: can you please
highlight why this company was chosen?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Aware360 is a great Alberta-
based technology company that has been keeping people safe for
decades. It’s their technology systems, professional monitoring
platforms, and relationships with STARS, EMS, and other emergency
services that make them a valued partner, and we’re thrilled to have
a company with their experience and their knowledge at the table for
this important issue.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.
AgriStability Program

Ms Sweet: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today there was hope that an
AgriStability deal could be signed to support Alberta farmers, and it
was my sincere hope that the UCP would have put politics aside and
did what was best and listened to the producers who have come
forward with a clear and unified voice of the need for increasing
economic security in agriculture. To the minister of agriculture: why
did the government not listen to these producers, rural Albertans, and
farmers and finally sign on to the whole deal? Why not sign on to the
compensation rate? How much money was left on the table?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry.

Mr. Dreeshen: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker and to the
member opposite for that very important question. The federal
government had $170 million on the table for changes to
AgriStability, something that we, the province of Alberta, fought
very hard to get. We had a vote at the FPT meeting with the majority
of provinces actually signing on, agreeing that that $170 million
should go out to our farmers. Unfortunately, the federal government
decided to take $75 million of that $170 million off the table, but it
is something that we are going to continue to fight for to be able to
get the right compensation rate for our farmers.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.
2:10

Ms Sweet: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that it was because
the provinces didn’t sign on to the compensation rate changes and
given that most involved in AgriStability negotiations believe
longer term changes need to be made and, thankfully, this proposal
only goes until 2023, given that the Ontario minister of agriculture
said that we cannot wait multiple years to make it perfect — I
actually agree with the Ontario minister, who is a Conservative —
and given that this issue should not be partisan anyway and it should
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be doing what’s best for farmers, to the minister: why didn’t the
government cut off the politics, sign on to the full federal proposal
today so producers can have access to all the funding and supports
from the federal government?

The Speaker: The hon. minister of ag.

Mr. Dreeshen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Unfortunately, there are
politics involved. I think the NDP opposite, with the NDP-Trudeau
alliance that seems to be alive and well these days: hopefully, they
could be able to get that $12 million that Alberta was actually owed
for this compensation change that the federal government chose to
take off the table. That is something that we are going to continue
to push, and if the opposition, with their good friends in the Trudeau
Liberals, can try to get that funding for Alberta farmers, that would
be great.

Ms Sweet: Well, given that the money is for farmers and given that
the UCP answer to important questions in agriculture rarely
involves anything beyond name-calling, seven-year-old talking
points, and patting themselves on the back while they fail to create
jobs and diversify our economy and given that producers are tired
of the politics, are done with being taken for granted, and do not
wish to be used as bargaining chips in some sort of power play with
Ottawa, to the minister of agriculture: why are we even still talking
about AgriStability today? How come the UCP took so long not to
sign on to the whole deal? Does this government seriously believe
that political bargaining can be . . .

Mr. Dreeshen: Well, Mr. Speaker, I do like this version of NDP
that actually are standing up for a fair deal for the province of
Alberta. We do transfer about $20 billion net every year from the
province of Alberta to Ottawa. This was $12 million that we could
actually be able to get back. Unfortunately, the federal government
chose not to do that. They took the $75 million of that $170 million
off the table, but it is something that we are going to continue to
fight and advocate for, for business mismanagement reforms for our
farmers and ranchers across the province.

Critical Worker Benefit

Ms Gray: Mr. Speaker, last Friday the portal to apply for the
critical worker benefit closed. Employers had until last night to
finish up applications on behalf of their employees, so by now the
government should have a pretty good idea of how many Albertans
have applied for this benefit, a benefit, I would remind you, that
took the government 287 days to finally launch, 287 days after the
federal funds were first announced, hundreds of days longer than
most provinces. Can the minister explain how many applications
are being processed, and when will Albertans will know if they’ve
been approved or denied?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Labour and Immigration.

Mr. Copping: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the hon.
member for the question. The hon. member is quite right. The
private-sector portal closed last week. We received 12,351
applications in that portal. We’re processing through that right now,
and we expect to have them processed within the next couple of
weeks. [ will add, though, that there is a separate portal set up under
health care because this is being delivered through five different
departments. That portal does not close until the end of this month,
and they will be processed into April. We are on track to be able to
get the money out to Albertans in this important benefit.

Ms Gray: Given that our offices have received hundreds of calls
and e-mails from frustrated Albertans who did not qualify for this
thrown-together benefit and who are looking for answers — that
includes employers who were told their employees did not qualify
simply because of the type of product they sold — and given that this
government is drawing lines between workers who mostly bake
bread versus those who mostly bake pastries, which would be
laughable if it wasn’t so indicative of how badly the government
has bungled this program, to the minister, can you tell us: of those
12,351 applications, how many were then denied the critical worker
benefit by your government? If you aren’t able to tell us, will you
table that information?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Labour and Immigration.

Mr. Copping: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Our government
appreciates all the work that everyone has done during the course of
this pandemic. As the hon. member knows, over 80 per cent of the
workforce continued to work during the pandemic and were deemed
as essential services. Our government chose to focus on those who
played critical roles in supporting health care, social services,
education as well as those who supported our food supply chains,
from grocery store clerks to those working in meat packing plants,
and supporting medicine supply chains. I’1l get to the other answer in
the next . ..

Ms Gray: Given that the minister’s understanding of critical roles
seems to be very far from what’s happened on the ground in the
front lines in our province, given that the workers and employers
trying to apply for the critical worker benefit described it as unfair,
confusing, frustrating, and a host of other terms, some of them
unparliamentary, to the minister: after all this, after the mess that’s
been caused, after needless delay that surely has hurt Alberta local
economies, what do you say to our province’s critical workers who
still don’t have their money, and what do you say to the many
critical workers who, because of your choices, will never get a dime
of this important program?

Mr. Copping: Mr. Speaker, I say thank you to all the Alberta
workers who continue to work during the pandemic, and I say a
special thank you to the critical workers who are identified in this
program. Our province, like other provinces across the entire
country, looked at the federal funding, and given the limited
funding we identified critical workers. We wanted to say thank you
to them, but we’re saying thank you to everyone. We are putting
out nearly half a billion dollars, $465 million, into the pockets of
Albertans, and the details, once we finalize the program, we can
provide to the member opposite.

AgriStability Program
(continued)

Mr. Loewen: Today the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry met
with his federal, provincial, and territorial colleagues to discuss
changes to AgriStability. Leading up to this meeting we saw a lot
of rhetoric from the federal government as they attacked the prairie
provinces for trying to do their due diligence and analyze the deal
on the table. We even hear the members opposite mislead Albertans
by saying that the government refused to sign on to the deal. To the
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry: were you able to reach a deal
on AgriStability?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture and Forestry.
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Mr. Dreeshen: Great. Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, we did get
a good deal for the province of Alberta today at the FPT meeting. We
were trying to get a better deal, but it was something that — the federal
government removed $75 million off the table for compensation for
farmers, so that was something that was obviously very disappointing.
There are lots of provinces that actually had a majority vote, and the
majority of the agriculture production across the country and a
majority of the provinces that partook in the FPT meeting today
actually voted in favour of it. However, the federal government chose
not to do it.

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Minister. Given that the federal
government’s proposal for AgriStability included the removal of
the reference margin limit and an increase in the compensation
rate from 70 to 80 per cent, given that the federal government has
publicly committed $170 million to fund both of the proposed
changes to AgriStability, and given that Alberta’s government
was fighting for the best deal possible for Albertans, can the
minister update the House on how these negotiations went and
what deal was struck for Alberta’s farmers and ranchers?

The Speaker: The minister of agriculture.

Mr. Dreeshen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We did have the RML, or
reference margin limit. It has been removed. That is something that
will help that 3.6 per cent of farmers that currently get benefits from
AgriStability. That will actually increase that number, we hope, and
it is something that — those AgriStability changes of the RML will
actually be retroactive to last year as well. So it is some good news
for farmers, but at the end of the day the federal government left
$75 million off the table for supports for our farmers and ranchers,
and that’s something that we’re going to continue to push for.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Loewen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the
minister for the answer. Given that a deal on AgriStability is good
news for producers in the province as it will help offset large
declines in farm income, especially during a pandemic, but given
that this deal is really only a Band-Aid approach and does nothing
to fix the major problems within AgriStability and given that this
program continually fails to support most producers in the province,
to the same minister: what are you doing to ensure that we have a
strong set of business risk management programs that support all
producers?

The Speaker: The hon. the minister of agriculture.

Mr. Dreeshen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In 2023 is the next CAP
program, or the five-year business risk management program, that
happens, the joint agreement between the provinces and the federal
government. The negotiations for that new deal are well under way
and something that — when we talk to farmers and ranchers when it
comes to income supports, which AgriStability is supposed to be,
they’ve said they want a program that’s bankable, timely, and
predictable. That’s why we’re actually developing a margin-based
insurance program, something that we think will be able to replace
AgriStability in the long term, helping our farmers out when they
actually need support. [interjections]

The Speaker: Order. Order.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

COVID-19 Case Projections and Health Care Planning
(continued)

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Rising case counts,
variant cases spreading, and hospitalization rates are on the rise.
Albertans are rightly concerned about the potential severity of the
third wave of this pandemic. We’re back to new case levels that we
haven’t seen since mid-January, but this Health minister still won’t
come clean with Albertans. It’s been a long year. Albertans deserve
better. The public deserves to know what this government knows.
It’s time for the secrecy to end. We know this Health minister has
got it — he just admitted so today — so why won’t he release his
internal projections for a potential third wave of the pandemic?
Why won’t Albertans get this information?

2:20

Mr. Shandro: Mr. Speaker, none of that is true. This is the false
narrative that the member has been trying to perpetuate, that is
completely false, that we are being secretive.

Ms Gray: Point of order.

Mr. Shandro: We are providing more transparency to Albertans
about our numbers and about our response to the pandemic than other
provinces. We’re going to continue to do that. We’re going to
continue to provide that information to Albertans so they understand
the spread of COVID and variant cases in the community and our
response to the pandemic.

The Speaker: A point of order is noted at 2:20.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Now, given that we had
nearly 700 new cases yesterday and given that hospitals are gearing
up for COVID variant cases and doctors are worried that they don’t
have the resources or capacity to properly prevent the spread of
these more contagious strains and given that many have been
working full out for a year in unimaginable circumstances and yet
the Finance minister had the audacity this week to call on them to
put the health of Albertans first, will either this minister or the
Premier apologize to these very front-line workers, who we will be
relying on to save lives, if they should steer us into a third wave?

Mr. Shandro: Mr. Speaker, we’re going to continue to track the
variants in our community and the spread of the variants in our
community as well as the wild strain, continue to make sure that we
have all of the resources that AHS and our front-line health care
workers have to be able to respond to the pandemic, including our
physicians and other health professionals, that all those folks have
the resources that they need to be able to protect the lives of
Albertans against the spread of COVID in our community.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Now, given that with
these occurrences the COVID-19 vaccine is the best way for us to
end the nightmare that has been this past year and given that we
need all Alberta seniors vaccinated as quickly as possible but given
that I continue to hear from a number of seniors and Albertans who
have mobility issues, who are housebound, who are unable to go to
a clinic to get a vaccine, to the minister: what are we to tell these
Albertans who are housebound? Do you have a plan in place for
vaccinations for those who are housebound and unable to attend an
appointment at a vaccination clinic?
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Mr. Shandro: Well, first, I have a similar frustration with the
vaccines, Mr. Speaker, as those Albertans because we shouldn’t
actually be having to cohort Albertans. A big part of the problem is
that we have been provided a very small amount of vaccines
throughout February and March. It has been frustrating for Albertans
as the federal government has failed to be able to deliver the vaccines
that we needed in February and March. We’re only now starting to
get those vaccines. This is a marathon, and the federal government
has caused us to start the marathon an hour and a half late, but we’ll
continue to make sure those vaccines get out to Albertans as quickly
as possible.

Community Facility Enhancement Program

Ms Goehring: Community leagues are tired of being ignored by
the UCP, so tired that these traditionally nonpartisan groups have
come to us for help. They brought us a letter signed by 150
community leagues across Alberta that decried the 50 per cent cut
to the community facility enhancement program, or CFEP, but
when we brought up their concerns yesterday in question period,
the Premier suggested that it was fear and smear. Mr. Speaker, on
page 64 of the government’s own estimates document you see $18.5
million allocated for CFEP. Under the NDP, CFEP got $38 million.
To the Premier: will you admit that you were wrong and apologize
to these community leagues?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism
and Status of Women.

Mrs. Aheer: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. It always warms my
heart to be able to talk about community associations, community
leagues, the volunteers around the province, and every time we have
this conversation, it just highlights some of the incredible work that
is going on. It especially warms my heart to hear from the Member
for Edmonton-Castle Downs caring so much about stakeholders. |
just wish that she could get her facts right. To say that there’s been a
50 per cent cut is absolutely false. I'm sure that I’'m going to get an
opportunity to answer another question.

Ms Goehring: Given that the Premier said that “all of the above is
false and misleading” when asked about the 50 per cent cut to
cultural grants but given that the Premier is either deliberately
misleading the House in his horrendous cut or doesn’t actually
understand his own budget — either way it’s deeply concerning —
and given that the Premier then referred to another program in his
answer that community leagues cannot access, will the Premier
admit that he doesn’t actually care about these groups, the vital
work they do in their communities, and pledge to do better by them
and reverse the cuts to the grant program that they rely on?

Mrs. Aheer: Well, I would like to say, first of all, thank you so
much to the communities across this province, the incredible work
all of us have seen, the absolute incredible work that our volunteers
have done, especially during the COVID crisis. Perhaps we should
start first by thanking them.

I am happy to say these numbers again, as many times as you’d
like to ask me. This is great because it elevates community in our
province. My department has committed $37.1 million to the
community initiatives program, which, actually, all communities
can apply for, and there is $18.5 million still in CFEP. I’'m looking
forward to the community leagues applying for those dollars.

Ms Goehring: Given that Alberta’s community leagues have been
ignored by the government — that’s why they turn to us for help —
and given that these organizations are struggling greatly to fund

raise and support their work during the economic downturn and
COVID-19 pandemic and given that when they went public with
their concerns, all this Premier could do was level childish insults
at them and the work that they do and given that this is throwing
salt into the wound, will the Premier grow up, do the right thing,
and restore funding to community grants to what it was under the
NDP government today?

Mrs. Aheer: Mr. Speaker, why would the facts get in the way when
you can just disparage anybody who you feel like casting aspersions
on? How much fun. Well, let’s go back to the facts, actually. We
have temporarily put money into CFEP programs because right
now, when we consulted with the organizations, these programs are
so important to the communities. Actually, right now that is the
most important thing because operations are just as important as
building a roof or putting in a parking lot or any of those things.
Quite frankly, those folks who need those operational dollars: they
came to us, and we delivered.

COVID-19 Related Restrictions in Rural Alberta

Mr. Long: Mr. Speaker, while COVID-19 might not be done with
rural Alberta, rural Alberta is done with COVID-19. In December
our government announced further restrictions to bend the curve to
reduce the R value and help Albertans protect the integrity of the
health care system. Now, almost four months later, my constituents
tell me that a few weeks’ shutdown is becoming extremely
frustrating in communities with little to no COVID cases. To the
Minister of Health: how long will it be until my residents, my
business owners, and my communities can get back to normal?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We know that Albertans are
frustrated, but we also know that they don’t want the roller coaster of
easing and tightening restrictions. We’re much more open here in
Alberta than other provinces are, like B.C., Ontario, and Quebec. The
fact is that we wouldn’t be in this situation, though, if the federal
government had managed to secure enough supply as other countries
did. Alberta is working hard to get all of our doses into the arms of
Albertans, and every dose that’s administered in Alberta means that
we’re closer to getting back to normal. We held up our end of the
bargain. It’s time for the Prime Minister to do the same.

Mr. Long: Mr. Speaker, given that almost two months ago
Albertans were provided with a step-by-step road map to get to the
other side of COVID-19 and given that my constituents are now
asking why this road map appears to be changing and given that the
current uncertainty is leading to more anxiety, stress, despair, and,
yes, even fear and given that most Albertans believe that we will be
dealing with COVID-19 and its variants of concern for years to
come, to the minister: is there still a road map to get our lives back
to normal, or are we going to have to continue with the uncertainty?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To be clear, when the
policy, the path forward, was announced in January, we announced
that hospitalizations must be 300 and declining before we were to
move into step 3. Cases and hospitalizations are rising in every part
of the province. That’s why we had delayed moving into step 3.
Hospitalization benchmarks chart a path forward to carefully restart
businesses and activities that people depend on. The fastest way to
get back to normal is to limit spread and prevent the health system
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from being overwhelmed while we vaccinate Albertans as quickly
as possible.

Mr. Long: Given that tensions are rising in rural Alberta, where even
face coverings are a point of contention, and given that I have told my
constituents that our government has aimed to protect our health care
capacity and given that for the past number of weeks there have been
very few COVID-19 cases in any of my communities and given that
my constituency spans four and a half' hours from one end to the other,
s0 20 cases across such a vast area should not be as concerning as 20
cases within 10 blocks in Edmonton, again to the minister: at what
point will a regional approach be considered which takes into account
the reality that rural Alberta is not burdening our health care system?

The Speaker: The minister.

Mr. Shandro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. COVID is present in all
parts of the province, urban and rural. Currently seven of the 10
areas of the province with the highest number of active cases are
actually in rural areas. Today there are COVID patients in hospital
from every zone in the province. A regional approach could mean
increased measures as well, to point that out to the Chamber,
increased measures in some areas with higher transmission. We’re
exploring the effectiveness of updating restrictions on a regional
basis, and we will continue to update Albertans.

The Speaker: Edmonton-Riverview is next.

2:30 Supervised Drug Consumption Sites

Ms Sigurdson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government’s review
of supervised consumption services last year was never anything
more than a political smear tactic, but now one of the UCP’s hand-
picked panelists, Dr. Rob Tanguay, has published a paper in the
Canadian Journal of Psychiatry. Dr. Tanguay reports that these
services have saved lives and led to more than 10,000 referrals of
Albertans into addiction treatment. Has the associate minister of
health read Dr. Tanguay’s paper, and when will he expand services
to supervised consumption sites?

Mr. Shandro: First of all, Mr. Speaker, his name is Tanguay, and
we will continue to consult with Dr. Tanguay. He has been a helpful
voice for our government. We will continue to make sure — again,
this is the NDP’s ideology in trying to stop recovery from even
being a part of the spectrum of services that are provided to those
who suffer from addiction. We reject that. We see that harm
reduction is one of the tools that’s included in the spectrum of
opportunities to provide care to patients who suffer from addiction,
but we will add a recovery focus as well.

Ms Sigurdson: Given that Dr. Tanguay writes that 75 previous
studies have concluded that supervised consumption saves lives,
reduces the spread of disease, and connects people with treatment
and given that he writes, “Despite this wealth of encouraging
evidence, the utility of Alberta’s SCS has met skepticism from
policymakers, with consequent fears among harm reduction
advocates of SCS funding cuts or program cancelation,” will the
minister listen to his own hand-picked expert and expand access to
supervised consumption in Alberta?

Mr. Shandro: We will continue to do as I just said, Mr. Speaker.
We will have a full spectrum of care for patients who suffer from
addiction, and that means that harm reduction will be one of those
tools but that we will also add recovery-oriented focus to the

spectrum of services to those who suffer from addiction. That was
ignored by the NDP due to their ideology.

Ms Sigurdson: Given that recovery was always part of our plan
and given that overdose deaths have almost doubled under this
minister’s watch, with hundreds upon hundreds of preventable
deaths, and given that Dr. Tanguay’s study found a direct
correlation between the decline in supervised consumption usage in
2020 and the shocking increase in overdose deaths, when will the
Minister of Health put aside the Premier’s personal prejudices and
expand access to these proven services and spare more Alberta
families the preventable death of a loved one?

Mr. Shandro: This is, again, the ideology of the NDP, Mr. Speaker.
In looking at adding recovery to the spectrum when we deal with
those who suffer from addiction, that is somehow zero-sum for them,
that we are somehow taking away. There is still harm reduction, and
it’s going to be available to Albertans who suffer from addiction, but
we will also add a focus to recovery opportunities for Albertans who
suffer from addiction. That’s the threat that they see because of their
ideology.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall.

Adult Learner Supports

Mr. Sabir: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Many Albertans get assistance
to attend colleges such as Bow Valley and Columbia College for
English as a second language and basic skills training upgrades.
Recently these Albertans have gotten tax receipts that include what
the students have received as a living allowance and the fee that the
government paid to the college for students, which adds between
$20,000 to $40,000 to their incomes. This causes many to lose their
low-income benefits like the child benefit. Why is this Minister of
Finance trying to push low-income people off their benefits? Will
he take steps to correct this today?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Advanced Education.

Mr. Nicolaides: Mr. Speaker, thank you for the very important
question. Of course, through student aid the government of Alberta
provides a number of benefits and supports to all Albertans and
primarily low-income Albertans to help them access postsecondary
education, which is critically important. As well, I know the member
commented on ESL programs. We’ve recently announced an
expansion of ESL programs, primarily in partnership with the health
care aide program, at a number of our colleges, which is helping more
Albertans access important postsecondary opportunities.

Mr. Sabir: Given that the question was about learner benefits and
not about postsecondary and given that because of this UCP
government many of these low-income students who are seeking to
learn English or to train or upgrade their skills are now being
deprived access to critical benefits like child care, dental care, and
drug benefits and given that this government claims to support
students seeking to upgrade skills, why does the Minister of Finance
want to make it harder for newcomers and low-income Albertans to
upgrade their skills? Will he stop this horrible policy?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Advanced Education.

Mr. Nicolaides: Well, thank you again. Mr. Speaker, I’m happy to
comment again and just to inform the House of the number of
different programs and grants and bursaries that are available to
support low-income learners. Furthermore, as well, in 2019 changes
to the maintenance grant were made. The maintenance grant was
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previously not income tested. The new iteration is income tested,
and that’s allowing us to reach 6,400 more low-income learners and
help them access postsecondary ...

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall.

Mr. Sabir: Given that this policy will impact many newcomers to
Canada in ESL or skills training and given that these receipts will
result in nothing but depriving these low-income students of access
to drug coverage, child care, dental benefits, just to name a few, and
given that since this wasn’t an issue that the NDP government
addressed, this is something that this UCP government can correct
today, will the Minister of Finance commit that he will undo this
policy to ensure that no students will lose access to their benefits?
Again the question is about . . .

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Advanced Education.

Mr. Nicolaides: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I was mentioning a
moment ago, the previous iteration of the maintenance grant that
was available was not income tested. Of course, our government
recognizes the importance of providing financial assistance to low-
income Albertans to allow them to access postsecondary education.
Income testing the maintenance grant and other changes, as |
mentioned earlier, is allowing us to reach 6,400 more low-income
Albertans and help them to access postsecondary education. As
well, within Alberta 2030 we’re looking at other measures to
support foundational . . .

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Support for Persons Affected by COVID-19

Mr. Neudorf: Mr. Speaker, accessing the most up-to-date COVID-19
information, resources, and guidelines can be a challenging process for
many Albertans. There are a lot of websites full of information and links
to many resources, and I’ve heard from my constituents that the
information overload can make it difficult to access the simple
information they are looking for. To the Minister of Culture,
Multiculturalism and Status of Women: as new COVID information is
released constantly, what resources are available for those in Lethbridge
who have been having difficulties accessing the information they need?

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism
and Status of Women.

Mrs. Aheer: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s absolutely
imperative that Albertans can access information about COVID-19
and vaccines in their language of choice and that there are no
language barriers that limit their access to information. We’ve
actually translated a large number of fact sheets and other materials
in 13 different languages: Arabic, Chinese simplified and traditional,
French, Hindi, Spanish, Somali, Korean, Punjabi, Persian, Tagalog,
Urdu, and Vietnamese. We just recently, actually, added Persian to
our list of languages.

We’ve also hosted several town halls in languages such as
Chinese, Filipino ...

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Mr. Neudorf: Thank you. Given that as part of the government’s
pandemic response they have launched COVID care teams in
Edmonton and Calgary that are providing on-the-ground support
for communities experiencing a high number of COVID-19 cases
and given that these teams distribute care packages with masks,
sanitizers, and resources with information to help people connect

with AHS if they cannot safely isolate at home, to the Minister of
Municipal Affairs: does the government have any plans to extend
this program into other cities or communities if needed?

Mr. Toews: Mr. Speaker, in December we launched the COVID care
teams in at-risk communities to support vulnerable Albertans and
reduce the spread of COVID-19. Residents in those communities face
unique barriers to information and supports. On behalf of the province:
thank you to all community tables and COVID care team members for
distributing tens of thousands of COVID care kits. In that way you’ve
demonstrated Alberta’s hard-working and neighbourly spirit.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Mr. Neudorf: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that my office has
received multiple calls from constituents saying that some people
in workplaces are not isolating or are returning to work with
symptoms and given that many Albertans cannot afford to take time
off work to isolate and also given that our government provides a
hotel room for those who need to isolate away from their household
as well as $625 after their stay, to the Minister of Municipal Affairs:
how can Albertans access this support, and will they have to pay to
use this program?

Mr. Toews: Every Albertan should be able to isolate safely. That’s
why we’ve made it possible for every Albertan who cannot isolate
safely in their own home, whether it’s someone with COVID or their
partner, to stay free of charge at a government of Alberta supplied
hotel room for up to 14 days. All that’s required is a referral by
Alberta Health Services.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat.

Provincial Debt and Fiscal Policy

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Our government ran on the
commitment to balance the budget by 2022-23. Of all the promises
made, this was one of the most important. If we cannot get our fiscal
house in order and control spending, our future will be in servitude
to those whom we borrowed from and interest expense will crowd
out every single important priority we have. To the Minister of
Finance: could you please inform this House if we are still on the
path to balance, and if so, when?

2:40

The Speaker: The hon. the Minister of Finance and President of
Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker and to the member for
this important question. I know that fiscal responsibility is critically
important to the member opposite, and I appreciate him highlighting
this issue. It’s very important for Albertans that we get to a balanced
budget. It’s also very important to this government that we get to a
balanced budget. That’s why Budget 2019 was a four-year fiscal
plan that brought this government to balance in our first term, a
commitment we made to Albertans. COVID-19 and the resulting
economic challenge have resulted in a necessary delay to balance.

Mr. Barnes: Given that revenue may not be what it was hoped to be
with COVID-19 and now the cancellation of Keystone XL and given
that we are seeing Alberta’s economic opportunity being driven away
at almost every turn and given that the federal government under
Prime Minister Trudeau is perfectly happy to tax our commodity
industries ever more while Alberta families continue to struggle, can
the minister please tell the House what viable options we have for
returning to balance and negating interest costs?
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The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker and to the member for
the question. Budget 2021 is a three-year fiscal plan where we’ve
identified fiscal anchors that will inform our financial decisions
until we can provide a path and timeline to balance. We will ensure
that Alberta’s net debt to GDP remains under 30 per cent, ensuring
a relatively strong balance sheet, which will be critical to returning
to fiscal stability, and we’ve also committed to align our spending
with that of other provinces on a per capita basis.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Barnes: Thank you. Given that our debt is currently costing
Albertan families over $2 billion annually in interest, this paid to
bankers and bondholders, and that we could vastly improve the
quality of their lives for all Albertans in so many ways, either with
enhanced services or lower taxes, instead of paying this interest and
that the more years we pay this interest, the less opportunity we all
have, can the minister please inform this House of what measures
may be taken to ease this deficit in the coming years so that our
interest payments do not continue to escalate?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. We have made a
commitment in Budget 2021 to bring down our costs of delivering
government services on a per capita basis so that we’re delivering
government services at least as efficiently as comparator provinces.
Budget 2021 over the fiscal plan will accomplish that. On top of
that, we are positioning this province for disproportionate economic
recovery and growth, which is critical to our long-term fiscal
sustainability.

The Speaker: Hon. members, this concludes the time allotted for
Oral Question Period.
In 30 seconds or less we will return to Members’ Statements.

[Mr. Milliken in the chair]

Members’ Statements
(continued)

The Acting Speaker: I see the hon. Member for Calgary-Cross has
a member’s statement.

Small Business

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The COVID-19 pandemic
will, without a doubt, go down as a historic time because of all the
tragedies, hardships, and losses experienced throughout the world.
Here at home these losses have not only impacted millions of
individuals but the countless small and family-run businesses as well.
It is the challenges of small-business owners that I rise today to
recognize.

My statement today recognizes the families that have experienced
economic uncertainty throughout this pandemic. I rise to recognize
those families who struggle each and every day to pay their rent, their
employees, and even for their inventory so that they can keep going.
I rise to recognize those business owners who have worked long
hours, often with little reward, during this pandemic, those who have
had to make sacrifices and reduce their margins just to keep their
businesses alive. And, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
sacrifices of those family-run businesses who have in fact succumbed
to the pressures of this pandemic, and I am extremely disheartened to
hear about these stories. The work ethic of all Albertans during this

pandemic has been the true pinnacle of what makes this province truly
great, and I am confident that we will all overcome this pandemic
stronger and better than ever before.

Mr. Speaker, small businesses are the economic backbone of this
province, and they’ve proved it throughout this pandemic. Every
business I know has been quick to adapt not only to meet the
guidelines that are set forth by this government but also to ensure the
safety of their employees and their customers. What we have seen
from the very beginning were countless examples of businesses
stepping up to donate where they could to contribute to this province
in some way, and that generosity has eased the burdens on families in
this province.

[The Speaker in the chair]

I know that this pandemic has been difficult for many, but [ am
grateful for the work ethic and community devotion that small-
business owners have demonstrated in this pandemic.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat.

HALO Medical Rescue Helicopter Funding

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Over the past couple of years
HALO has put out the warning signal that they are facing financial
challenges in providing a crucial service that southern Albertans
have come to rely on. Like STARS air ambulance and HERO to the
north ofus, HALO provides helicopter rescue services for those that
find themselves in need of emergency medical services and
transport in remote areas. Just like the others, HALO comes to the
rescue for highway collisions and even farming accidents. They
have saved so many lives, having completed over 750 missions, and
thus have had an immeasurable positive impact on our communities
and on our province.

Unfortunately, HALO was only given a service fee rather than
actual funding arrangements. However, HALO is no less important
to southern Albertans than HERO is to northern Alberta or STARS
is to the rest of Alberta. HERO receives its agreements because it
acknowledges that STARS cannot service that area without
stopping to refuel, causing potential life-threatening delays in
getting patients to hospitals. The same situation is true when it
comes to STARS servicing southern Alberta; however, the funding
is inconsistent and does not match this reality. Albertans to the
south feel like they are getting second-class treatment from the
government when it comes to funding a vital medical service. Mr.
Speaker, this is not acceptable.

I acknowledge that the government underwent the helicopter
emergency medical service, or HEMS, review recently and that this
report is now complete. Like many other southerners here in
Alberta, I eagerly await the decision from the minister to see what
funding will be recommended and what ultimately will be done.
Will HALO and the residents of southern Alberta be treated
equitably when it comes to life-saving services, or will we continue
to need to fight to fund raise on our own to keep a service that is
clearly deemed necessary for other areas but not southern Alberta?

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-West.

Mr. Ellis: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. In accordance
with Standing Order 99 the Standing Committee on Private Bills
and Private Members’ Public Bills has reviewed the petition for The
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United Church of Canada Amendment Act, 2021, which was
presented on March 23, 2021. I can advise the Assembly that the
petition complies with Standing Orders 90 to 94.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Tabling Returns and Reports

The Speaker: Are there tablings? The hon. Member for Edmonton-
Riverview.

Ms Sigurdson: Yes. I have the requisite copies of a research article
by Dr. Robert Tanguay and others, The Impact of Supervised
Consumption Services on Fentanyl-related Deaths.

The Speaker: Other tablings? The Opposition House Leader has a
tabling.

Ms Gray: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Today I have two
tablings. The first is from Alberta Co-op Taxi Line to whom it may
concern regarding the critical worker benefit compensation and that
their employees did not qualify.

The second is specifically from the general manager of BPS
Protective Services. It’s a compelling letter expressing his
disappointment that his security workers were excluded, despite
the front-line nature of their work, from the critical worker benefit
program.

Thank you.

The Speaker: I do have a tabling today. Today I will be tabling the
appropriate number of copies of the office of the Child and Youth
Advocate of Alberta’s mandatory reviews into child death reports.

Tablings to the Clerk

The Clerk: 1 wish to advise the Assembly that the following
document was deposited with the office of the Clerk: on behalf of
hon. Mr. Kenney, Premier and President of Executive Council and
Minister of Intergovernmental Relations, a supplemental response
to a question raised by Ms Notley, hon. Leader of the Official
Opposition, March 10, 2021, in Ministry of Executive Council
2021-22 main estimates debate.

2:50

The Speaker: Hon. members, points of order.
At 2:20 the Opposition House Leader raised a point of order.

Point of Order
Parliamentary Language

Ms Gray: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, you have provided very, very
strong caution in this House on a number of occasions discouraging
the use of the term “lying,” and you have in the past suggested that
if its use continued in this House, you would be forced to take
further action. I heard the term “lying” no less than four times today
in this session.

Now, in the context of the point of order at 2:20 the Minister of
Health, in responding to a genuine question on the part of the Member
for Edmonton-City Centre, referred to the member’s false narrative,
clearly accusing an individual of lying and using that indirect
language to do that. The government has plenty of ways to try and
argue the facts and to talk about the opposition or the NDP and their
behaviour, but referring to an individual member is inappropriate in
this place, and I raise this as a point of order for your ruling, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: The Government House Leader.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The NDP are lying,
and I will point out to you that the opposition leader and her members
almost every question say that the government is lying, so in the
Official Opposition House Leader’s comments it seems to be a
double standard on which side can refer to a party lying. At this point
the Official Opposition points out when they think the government is
lying, and the government points out that the NDP is lying inside this
Chamber.

That said, I do agree with the Official Opposition House Leader
that it is unparliamentary to refer to an individual member of this
place as lying or to point out to the Chamber when they are lying or
to point out to the Chamber when they are doing false narratives
inside this spot, which would certainly be unparliamentary. From
what I heard from the Minister of Health, he was pointing out that
a member was lying and that he was doing a false narrative, and as
such I would be happy to withdraw and apologize for him.

The Speaker: Thank you. I consider the second half of the point of
order dealt with and concluded.

I would, though, ask the table to provide some information to the
Speaker with respect to “The NDP is lying” or “The government is
lying.” 1 would concur with both of the House leaders in their
accurate assessment that the opposition from time to time this week
has said that the government is lying and that — imagine that — the
government responded in kind by saying the same thing about the
opposition. It’s almost like politics has broken out in the Chamber.

On November 24, 2020, your Speaker provided significant caution
about this particular issue, which can be found on page 3386, and
again on November 26, page 3534, for those following along at home
— hi, Mom — and on December 2, 2020, page 3710, when the
Opposition House Leader quite rightly noted that I said the following:

If this type of language persists from both sides of the House, the
Speaker may take additional steps to ban the use of such words.

On the day of November 24 at some length I spoke about this. I

said:
And this is the important point for all members here today.

And I was quoting then Speaker Kowalski.
... that members [should] speak on policy... and with the
highest [level of] civility and the highest decorum and not bring
in personalities and personal attacks [directed towards] other
members.

The use of the word “lie” may do that, lower the level of decorum.

Then I pointed out two separate occasions where I also spoke on
this very point, where I said that

I would like to point to two separate rulings that your
Speaker made. First, on June 18, 2019:
Here’s what I [would] say. Let us . . . endeavour to raise the
level of decorum and not imply that the government is lying,
that individuals are lying, [and] do our very best to not try
to do indirectly what we can’t do directly.

I went on to say:

My sense is that that will help raise the level of decorum in this
Assembly.
I then continued to say:
On July 9, 2020 — it seems like every six months or so the
Assembly needs [to be reminded].
On June 18, just a little more than one year ago . . .
Then I said:
Here’s what I will say. Let us all endeavour to raise [the
level] ...
And I think you get the point.

Hon. members, if any member of the Assembly accuses the
government, a political party, the opposition, or otherwise, it will
be deemed as out of order going forward, and we will move on to
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additional questions should members persist in such language that
does not raise the level of decorum.

I consider this matter dealt with and concluded.

We are at Ordres du jour.

Orders of the Day

Government Bills and Orders
Third Reading

Bill 60
Appropriation Act, 2021

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance and President of
Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to move
third reading of Bill 60, the Appropriation Act, 2021.

On February 25 I tabled a budget that responds to the immense
challenges facing Alberta while maintaining our commitment to the
responsible use of taxpayer dollars. Mr. Speaker, ensuring Health
is adequately resourced to respond to the pandemic and its related
effects will continue to be priority number one. Budget 2021
provides Health with funding totalling $23 billion. Beyond a $900
million increase to Health’s budget, the government has also
budgeted an additional $1.25 billion contingency specifically for
pandemic-related expenses.

[Mr. Milliken in the chair]

In addition to protecting health, the budget positions the province
for economic recovery and growth. Budget 2021 provides $1.5
billion over three years for strategic investments in key sectors.
Alberta’s government is building on the province’s existing
strengths in energy, agriculture, and forestry while encouraging
diversification in emerging sectors like technology and innovation,
pharmaceuticals, and life sciences.

We’re also increasing capital plan investments by $1.7 billion in
2021-22, and there’s a $500 million contingency for emerging
economic recovery initiatives. The government’s three-year capital
plan, totalling $20.7 billion, will result in 50,000 direct and 40,000
indirect jobs over the course of the fiscal plan. In addition, Mr.
Speaker, the innovation employment grant is supporting small and
medium-sized businesses that invest in research and development,
and we’re developing a framework to protect intellectual property
so that ideas created in Alberta can be commercialized in Alberta,
contributing to additional economic and job opportunities in the
province.

Overall, our investment and growth strategy will support
emerging sectors while building on our existing strengths. As part
of this strategy, the Invest Alberta Corporation will be the business
development arm for the government of Alberta and leverage the
immense reach already existing among Alberta businesses and
financial institutions. Through Invest Alberta Alberta’s government
will provide support and services to drive up investment in Alberta
and demonstrate exactly why Alberta is one of the best places in the
world to do business.

Mr. Speaker, the safety and well-being of children, youth, and
families also remains a top priority. Budget 2021 increases funding
for the Alberta child and family benefit, a cash payment that helps
low-income parents. The budget also provides $16 million to the
rental assistance program in ’21-22, which will help more Albertans
in need of affordable housing. The budget also protects seniors by
ensuring they continue to receive the financial support they need. For
example, low-income seniors who are most in need will continue to
receive among the highest levels of financial assistance in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, it’s also important to note that we’re achieving all of
this without abandoning fiscal responsibility and accountability to
taxpayers. While the government is protecting and necessarily
increasing spending to deal with the pandemic, we’re still bringing
down, overall, per capita program expense over the course of the
fiscal plan. The prudent management of tax dollars will position
Alberta for economic and fiscal recovery. The government will keep
Alberta’s net debt-to-GDP ratio below 30 per cent, bring its spending
in line with other provinces, and re-establish a plan to balance the
budget once the pandemic subsides.

Mr. Speaker, through this difficult time we will remain committed
to protecting the health and jobs of all Albertans and we will do that
in a way that’s fiscally responsible and transparent. I ask that all
members of this House support this bill.

Thank you.

3:00

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. minister.
Are there any hon. members looking to join debate? I see the hon.
Member for Calgary-McCall.

Mr. Sabir: Thank you. I rise to speak to the bill. Mr. Speaker, 2020
has been a difficult year because of the global pandemic; 2021 also
poses the same challenges. This pandemic has affected Albertans’
lives, Albertans’ livelihoods, and in fact, Albertans are hurting in
many different ways. In this context Albertans were hoping for a
budget that will prioritize their lives, that will prioritize creating
jobs, but this UCP budget falls short.

This budget doesn’t have a plan to create jobs, and as a Calgary
MLA our city has seen some really high unemployment rates, where
downtown Calgary has seen a 30 per cent vacancy rate. We have seen
company after company carrying money from this government’s
handouts and laying off Albertans. And when this government is
asked to do something about Calgary’s downtown, its vacancy rate
and job situation, their answer is that it’s not their responsibility, so
there is nothing in this budget for Calgary, for Albertans who are
looking for jobs. There’s money from even the previous year in some
programs, which they call the jobs now program, that they haven’t
even rolled out yet. So this budget doesn’t reflect the severity of the
circumstances and the priorities of Albertans.

They are saying that they increased the Health budget. If we take
into account population growth and inflation, since April ’19 this
government has cut $600-plus million from the health care budget.
Throughout this pandemic they have been fighting with doctors in
every sense of that word, even on their driveways. They have been
threatening the public service — nurses, health care workers — to fire
them. In fact, 11,000 of them are waiting for pink slips from this
government. At a time when governments around the globe are
supporting their health care heroes, this UCP government is the
only government that has been fighting with the doctors.

For months now we have been asking this government to release
the updated modelling, to release how variants will play out in the
province, and they continue to hide that information. That’s critical
information for Albertans, individuals, businesses to see so they can
plan the future based on the risk they are facing. Instead of responding
to the job crisis in the private sector, instead of coming up with a plan
to address the job crisis, their plan is to lay off more people from the
public sector. Somehow that’s their job-creation plan. Their own
budget documents indicate that there will be a 7.7 per cent reduction
in the public service.

If we talk about infrastructure spending, and specifically if I talk
about northeast Calgary, this budget doesn’t include a single new
school for Calgary public or Calgary Catholic. In northeast Calgary,
which is a growing area in the city of Calgary, we need a school in
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Skyview. We need a school for people in Cityscape. We need a
school for people in Redstone. This infrastructure budget does
nothing to address that need. It’s failing Calgarians. It’s failing
people in northeast Calgary.

And while I’'m talking about northeast Calgary, I should also
mention that this government abandoned northeast Calgary when
they were hit by the fourth-largest natural disaster in Canadian
history. Residents in northeast Calgary were told that hailstorms are
covered by insurance; that’s why they were not eligible to get support
from the disaster recovery program. Mr. Speaker, that was not
correct. Two months before that hailstorm Fort McMurray flooded,
and the government provided $147 million from the disaster recovery
program to help residents and businesses in Fort McMurray. Let me
say this: that was the right thing to do for the government. That was
an unprecedented situation. But there are 13 companies in Alberta
who provide insurance for floods, just for members’ information.
That’s the information the Insurance Bureau of Canada is providing,
and I personally checked it and verified it. So we were treated
differently than Fort McMurray in northeast Calgary, and that’s
unfair. This budget doesn’t do anything to correct that unfairness.

When it comes to providing for those who are fighting on the front
lines, again this budget falls short. First, the government delayed 287
days to apply for the critical worker benefit program, to get the money
that was waiting for them in Ottawa. When they got that money, they
didn’t let workers apply directly. Rather, they will rely on their
employer to apply on their behalf. That added more costs to the
program. Secondly, they excluded many from accessing that benefit.
That includes cab drivers, many of whom live in my riding and many
of whom live in the ridings of other members, including Calgary-
Falconridge and Calgary-North East. They excluded long-haul truck
drivers. They excluded many who were with SkiptheDishes and
others working with delivery companies.

3:10

This budget doesn’t address the needs of those who are on the
front lines of this pandemic. Instead, what they got from this
government was that they got blamed by the Premier that they are
the ones spreading the virus. By the way, we are still waiting for
this Premier to apologize for that.

If T talk about my portfolio critic role, they are cutting $65 million
from the Justice budget this year alone. At a time when we needed
to address issues of systemic racism, at a time when we are seeing
the rise of Islamophobia, at a time when we are seeing a Muslim
woman’s hijab torn off in the city of Calgary, they are cutting from
the Justice budget and the services those communities need.
They’re cutting from the policing budget. They’re cutting from the
Court of Queen’s Bench budget, Provincial Court budget. They’re
cutting from resolution services. They’re cutting everywhere from
the Justice budget.

That will impact the services that the Justice department
provides, critical services. While we are seeing the rise of racism
and citizens getting victimized on the streets in broad daylight, there
is no support, no specific program to address the rise of racism in
our province. We know that education is one of the best tools to
address racism, but it’s the second year in a row that they have
allocated zero dollars for multiculturalism grants that also address
racism. Zero dollars, Mr. Speaker.

With respect to the economy, they have no plan. Their only plan
was to give $4.7 billion to corporations and wait and see when jobs
would be created. Before the pandemic — I’m not talking about the
pandemic — this government lost 50,000 jobs in Alberta. Not only are
they not spending money on creating jobs, not only does this budget
not have a jobs plan, they’re not doing anything for diversification.
Last year when the Finance minister was asked about diversification,

these were the minister’s words, that diversification is a long-term
luxury.

One of the critical sectors that is helping economies diversify
around the globe, across Canada, is postsecondary institutions, and
that budget has been on the chopping block from day one. They’re
jacking up tuition fees. They’re jacking up student loan interest
fees. The University of Calgary, the University of Alberta, SAIT,
NAIT: everyone is forced to lay off their staff. This goes to show
how serious they are about diversifying our economy.

Mr. Speaker, Albertans deserve a budget that is focused on making
sure that their health and lives are protected, that is focused on making
sure that there is a solid jobs plan, that is focused on making sure that
Calgary downtown vacancy rates are addressed, that is focused on
funding our education and postsecondary education, that is focused
on building infrastructure such as schools in our communities. This
budget clearly falls short.

I urge all members of this House to vote against this budget.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.
Are there any other members looking to join debate on this
matter? I see the hon. Member for Calgary-Klein has risen.

Mr. Jeremy Nixon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this opportunity to
be able to speak on this budget. This last year has been challenging
for so many. It’s been heart-wrenching for others. Many have lost
their jobs, freedoms, businesses, lives, and loved ones. We need hope.
We need hope that tomorrow will be brighter so that we can have the
strength to get there. That is what I was looking for in this budget.
Thankfully, I was not disappointed.

Budget 2021 outlines three priorities: protecting lives, protecting
livelihoods, and fiscal accountability. We can’t put the first two
bullets behind the third and risk those first two bullets for future
generations, which means that we are in a quandary because we also
can’t cut our way out of a recession and a global pandemic. We
instead must ensure that our programs are prudently funded, giving
the services Albertans need at a cost that will not put those same
services out of reach for our children and our grandchildren.

Budget 2021 invests in health care while positioning the province
for economic recovery, with a continued focus on the efficient
delivery of government services. The members opposite constantly
cry that we are cutting funds, that we are starving our health care
system, when the truth could not be further from their statements.
Budget 2021 provides a record investment in health care to fight
COVID-19, including $1.25 billion in new spending specifically for
COVID-19, increased spending to help address surgical backlogs
caused by the pandemic, and $143 million for new health care
facilities. The government’s $152 million investment to increase
access to mental health and addiction services continues.

In dealing with COVID-19 today, we must not also forget to
prepare for tomorrow, and I’'m glad to see that the budget does
exactly that. Budget 2021 paves the way for growth for Alberta’s
postpandemic economy: $21 billion in capital projects to create
jobs; $1.5 billion to support core sectors like agriculture,
technology, energy, tourism; a $500 million contingency to further
economic recovery initiatives.

In addition, this budget puts a focus on diversification and innovation
and our tourism strategy. It removes barriers for entrepreneurs and
small businesses. It implements the province’s investment and growth
strategy, engaging new companies to grow in this province. It expands
venture capital investment into Alberta companies. This budget has a
large focus on technology and innovation as well, with $166 million for
innovation and employment grants.
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The good news is that our efforts to reduce burdens on business
have also been working. I’ve heard in this House from many of the
members opposite that we are not attracting investment, that jobs
are drying up. But the facts speak for themselves, Mr. Speaker. We
see record investment, head offices moving to Alberta. Just a short
list of these includes mCloud Technologies, Petro-Canada, and
most recently Infosys. Examples of increased investment in the tech
sector also are there. Benevity, Eavor, Visionstate, and Jobber are
great examples of growth in this new sector.

Let me return again to the theme of maintaining responsible
spending. The pandemic, global recession, and plummet in oil
prices put our plan to balance off track for 2023. Sticking to strong
fiscal anchors is going to be critical. That’s what we see here in the
budget: keeping debt-to-GDP below 30 per cent, continuing our
plan to bring our spending in line with other provinces so that after
the pandemic we can re-establish a timeline and a path back to
balance. We must spend where we need to in order to provide the
services Albertans need today, but we must also make sure that we
do not spend beyond our needs.

3:20

I’m pleased to say that our government also continues to invest
in compassion. We’re investing more money: $3.5 billion for
continuing care and $736 million for home care and $1.6 billion for
designated supportive living settings and $1.2 billion for long-term
care settings.

I already mentioned this, but I think that it’s worth repeating.
Budget 2021 continues our investment of $152 million to increase
access for mental health and addiction services and the more than
4,000 new publicly funded treatment spaces for Albertans and
create a recovery-orientated system of care. We eliminated user
fees for Albertans accessing publicly funded addiction beds. Prior
to this change there were many Albertans who couldn’t afford to
get the treatment that they needed. Seniors, students, and many
others were faced with the inevitable choice of treatment or
spiralling debt. No Albertan should have to sell their car or get
bogged down in debt to recover and have a better life, and I’m very
happy that this government has made the change and continues to
make changes to help Albertans get the treatment that they need.
Recovery is for everyone.

I wanted to talk a little bit about education as well. Being a father
of four I know that it’s very important. Alberta’s students continue
to benefit from the best funded education system in Canada.
Alberta’s government is maintaining education spending to school
authorities despite the decrease in enrolment. In Budget 2021 more
than $130 million in mitigation funding will be received by the
school boards. In 2021 the budget includes over $1 billion in capital
investment for Education to continue its commitment to fund
schools and infrastructure, despite what we’ve been hearing all day.

Alberta Education will continue to examine the funding under
learning support funding grants in order to ensure that our most
vulnerable students and children are supported. That is why we are
providing an additional $40 million to learning support funding.

At the end of the 2019-2020 school year school boards reported
a total of $384 million in operating reserves. This is an increase in
$21 million during these unprecedented times.

As part of Budget 2020 our government announced a new
funding model for K through 12 education. This new model reduces
red tape and administration costs by reducing the number of
funding envelopes while maintaining the overall funding level and
giving school authorities more autonomy and flexibility to invest in
the classroom based on their student needs.

I wanted to talk a little bit about the learning support funding. We
know that the pandemic has negatively affected learning for some

students, particularly those in vulnerable groups. That is why we
are providing an additional $40 million to learning support funding.
Learning support funding grants support specialized learning needs
or groups of students who may require additional supports for
school authorities. This includes funding for the specialized
learning support grant and program unit funding.

It’s worth talking a little bit about postsecondary education as well,
and members opposite rightly note that a well-funded postsecondary
education is critical for preparing our children and young adults for
the jobs of tomorrow. Alberta is funding postsecondary education in
a responsible way that represents taxpayer dollars, provides students
with greater value for their investment, and ensures that we can
continue to produce a skilled workforce for today and for tomorrow.
We’re moving forward on a number of key priorities that will
enhance postsecondary education. The Alberta 2030 building skills
for jobs initiative will build on a common vision and direction for our
higher education system. Budget 2021 includes $5.8 billion for
Advanced Education, and it supports over 269,000 full- and part-time
students. We have the highest per-student spending when compared
to B.C., Ontario, and Quebec, differences as big as $10,000 per
student.

Funding for seniors. A provincial investment of more than $170
million will help keep residents and staff in long-term care,
designated supportive living facilities, and senior lodges safe from
COVID-19. We know that seniors are most at risk from COVID-
19. Operations are facing rising costs to maintain their facilities,
and we want to make sure that they can comply with provincial
health orders and keep Albertans safe.

Anyway, Budget 2021-2022 provides hope. It invests in
economic recovery. It invests in making sure that we can protect the
lives and livelihoods of Albertans so that we can get through this
pandemic and we can work towards a better future for Albertans. It
provides hope.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you hon. member.
Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available. I see the hon. Member for
Edmonton-City Centre has risen.

Mr. Shepherd: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the opportunity
to respond to some of the comments from the Member for Calgary-
Klein. Now, the member spoke of the investment that is coming into
the province of Alberta and in particular about the tech sector. Now,
he was able to name three companies that were coming to Alberta, at
least one of which I know was under serious discussions long before
this government came into power, with the member to my right, the
Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview, when he was the minister
of economic development and trade. The fact is that indeed we did a
lot of work. We built momentum, and thankfully some of that carried
over even when this government came in and gutted supports for the
technology sector.

The member referred to a company, Jobber, and praised their
growth. Indeed, I’'m very proud to have Jobber here as part of my
constituency for Edmonton-City Centre, but I don’t claim anything
for their growth because that company was founded in 2011, Mr.
Speaker, one of the unicorns, as it were, that without the support of
Conservative governments for so many years still managed to build
a successful technology company here. Any success goes to those
good folks at Jobber and has nothing to do with this government;
indeed, a government that, according to the report of their own
Innovation Capital Working Group, razed and salted the earth in
terms of technology company development in the province of
Alberta. Now, they have restored a small piece of that with their
innovation employment working grant, or whatever they call that,
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which is basically just a reiteration of the SRED, that they also
cancelled, which every other province had, so I think that the
government needs to think twice before it claims that it has done
anything in that area of diversification so far.

I would also note that the member talked about postsecondary
education, and indeed that is a key part if we truly want to grow and
diversify the technology sector. As the member himself said, it’s
essential we prepare for the jobs of the future. This government is
not doing that, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, they have introduced severe
cuts to postsecondary education. They cancelled the programs that
we had put in place to create more seats for technology programs in
the province of Alberta, so this government is not investing to grow
that sector. It is not investing in postsecondary education.

He talks about their plans for 2030. Mr. Speaker, students’ tuition
is going through the roof now. We’re at risk of losing programs at
our universities now. Whatever grand plans the Minister of
Advanced Education may have for 2030, the damage is being done
to Alberta right now in the midst of an economic crisis, so whatever
this member seems to believe his government is doing, we are not
seeing success.

We have lost jobs since this government came into power, long
before COVID ever entered the scene. This government is doing
more damage. It is digging Alberta into a deeper hole, and it’s
failing to make the investments that we need to make. There are
many other recommendations within that Innovation Capital
Working Group report, some very good things. Indeed, we’ve been
hearing similar things as my colleague the Member for Edmonton-
Beverly-Clareview has been consulting with the technology sector.
There is nothing in this budget that advances that work. Indeed, it
undercuts Alberta Innovates, which, by the way, interestingly
enough, was involved in the trial for the service that was being put
forward through AHS. It was cancelled by the minister for mental
health and addictions. Alberta Innovates had a piece of that. That
was going to be done as an actual official study, academic. That’s
been replaced by this government with a corporate pilot campaign
program.

Again what we see, Mr. Speaker, throughout this budget are
incredibly short-sighted cuts based on ideology, based on a lack of
understanding of what’s actually needed here in the province of
Alberta as this Premier tries to backpedal on promises after
promises that he has broken and failed to deliver on for the people
of Alberta. When I hear members of the government stand up to
praise this budget, those words ring hollow, and I think they ring
hollow in the words of many, many Albertans, as the polling shows.

3:30

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.
Are there any members wishing to join debate? I see the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview has risen.

Mr. Bilous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will give a quick shout-out
to my colleague the Member for Edmonton-City Centre for his
words and points when it comes to the track record of this
government and the success that some companies in the province
are having. I do want to speak to this budget and will frame the
budget, quite frankly, as disappointing, disappointing on a number
of fronts. I will comment, you know, primarily around the fact that
or how the budget will and has failed to help stimulate job creation
despite the fact that the government claims that it will.

We can look back now almost two years to an announcement that
this government had to accelerate the corporate tax reduction in a
classic race to the bottom. It should be noted that Alberta already
had the lowest corporate taxes, the lowest overall taxes in Canada

by a mile. In fact, I remember reading report after report that even
with the carbon tax Alberta was still the lowest taxed jurisdiction;
about $7 billion less, Albertans paid in taxes, than Saskatchewan,
which was the second-lowest taxed jurisdiction. Regardless, we
know that Alberta already had an incredibly competitive tax
regime.

What we do know, Mr. Speaker, and why this budget is disappointing
and frustrating, is that we see report after report, whether it’s from
McKinsey or other organizations, we hear from company after company
that talks about: the number one criterion for companies to move to a
new jurisdiction or to set up shop or to grow a local ecosystem is
talent. The global race is for talent, and we know that talent is much
more mobile than it used to be. We also know that more and more
people are working from home due to COVID-19, but the fact of the
matter is that if Alberta wants to compete on the global stage and
continue to have success stories, success stories like Infosys and other
companies — Jobber, as my colleague mentioned — we need to be
investing in talent.

It’s quite frustrating, Mr. Speaker. When you look at this budget, I
mean, the fact of the matter is that where we are today with our
postsecondary investments — the last two years have amounted to
almost $700 million in cuts to our postsecondary compared to the
NDP’s 2018 budget. That is significant. Those cuts to the very
institutions that attract global top talent — they attract the researchers;
they attract students. We know — there’s report after report — that
students who study at postsecondary institutions are likely to stay
once they graduate because they’ve already invested four years of
their time and put down roots.

The fact that we are making our postsecondaries less competitive:
we’re going to lose these incredible researchers because they look
at where they can go. You know, an example that I gave when I
spoke about this budget bill, Mr. Speaker, earlier is the fact that if
we look at why the University of Alberta is home to the Alberta
Machine Intelligence Institute, or AMII, which, of course, is ranked
third in the world — it’s ranked third in the world because of the
researchers that are there. First and foremost, Dr. Rich Sutton is
world-renowned. When he came to the U of A, he had a massive
following. Some of the top students want to study under him and
followed him to AMII, to Edmonton.

Why? Because governments had the foresight, starting back in
the early 2000s, to invest in AMII, not looking for a quick win,
knowing that these kinds of investments take time. Every member
in this Chamber will know that I will always give credit where
credit is due. Absolutely, it was Conservative governments that
started it. Under the NDP we continued it. We actually increased
the funding to AMII to $4.5 million a year. From the early 2000s
until 2015 it was $2 million a year that was budgeted for AMII. We
increased that amount. We saw the opportunity that exists.

Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, one of the most proud moments that
I had in our four years in government was when I stood with the
former Premier to announce $100 million over five years for
technology and artificial intelligence, bringing an AMII campus to
Calgary, expanding our technology accelerators, attracting a
globally recognized technology accelerator like Y Combinator or
Techstars, that, of course, brings with it a vast network of investors,
of wealth, of expertise that are all globally connected. That $100
million would have also contributed to a number of programs that
would continue to support the Alberta ecosystem and to support our
companies.

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, you won’t find that $100 million
in this budget. You didn’t find it in last year’s budget or the previous
budgets tabled by this UCP government. In fact, one of the first
things they did was to cancel that $100 million investment along
with the cancellation of a number of programs, including tax credit
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programs that were working. A 3 to 1 return on investment: anyone
in the market would deem that as a good ROI. That’s what we were
getting for the investor tax credit. For the capital investment tax
credit, $200 million leveraged $2.2 billion of capital investment,
private-sector capital investment into the province, creating
thousands of jobs both in construction and then in permanent long-
term.

Now, in this budget, you know, we do agree with the government
that their capital investments are a positive thing. We did the exact
same thing. In fact, we took advice from the former Bank of Canada
governor David Dodge, who said that in an economic downturn is
when government should be investing in infrastructure. It creates
jobs. You’re going to also get cost savings because of reduced costs
on labour and materials. The government is doing that. Great. That
is good. I would argue that there’s nothing creative about doing that.
Now, what’s interesting, though, is that the minister has baked the
$1.2 billion Keystone XL bungle into the budget as part of the
capital investment. How many jobs is that creating?

It’s frustrating that this government has, since it’s come into
office, continued to gamble not only on the Keystone XL pipeline
but also on claiming that the corporate tax rate reduction would be
the silver bullet to jobs and wealth. You know what’s interesting,
Mr. Speaker? All of the tech companies that the government stands
up and applauds: none of them are successful because of the
corporate tax rate reduction. None have come to Alberta because of
our corporate tax rate. You don’t believe me? Go ask them. They’ll
tell you why they came to Alberta.

Quite frankly, this current budget, with the massive cuts to
postsecondary, with a little bit of money that’s been given back to the
institutions like Alberta Innovates — $89 million was cut last year.
You give them back $30 million. Okay. Well, you’re still short $59
million. Do you want them applauding this budget? No. They say:
well, I guess that’s good; I mean, you didn’t cut us again; you gave
back some money. But investing is restoring what you’ve cut and then
adding to that. We know that there’s incredible opportunity in this
province, but this current budget is not leveraging Alberta’s strengths.
It’s not taking advantage of the incredible ingenuity, innovation,
creativity that we know Albertans have.

3:40

The government has talked about sector strategies, and I agree
with sector strategies. In fact, I agree so much because under our
government we started developing sector strategies. You know, by
all means, pull off the top page that says “NDP government” and
throw on your own cover page. That’s fine. I hope that the
government is looking at a lot of the work the departments did. I
won’t take credit for that. It’s the departments that came up with a
whole suite of programs in everything from agriculture and forestry
to tourism to, obviously, technology. Sector strategies, I think, can
be good, and I’m hopeful. But what’s frustrating is that sector
strategies are the diversification silver bullet the government talks
about, and when we say, “Show us the line item in the budget where
the investment is,” “Well, we don’t know yet; we don’t have it;
we’re still working on it.”

What we do know is that there’s a $500 million contingency fund,
which in estimates I called the slush fund, which essentially it is
except it’s not $500 million; it’s $380 million. There’s $120 million
that’s already been earmarked. But the challenge with this $380
million that’s remaining: if all of that was going towards sector
strategies — okay — that’s a decent amount of money. Now let’s talk
about: which programs? What are the qualifications? How do you
get it into the hands of companies?

The problem is that the contingency is also the contingency fund
for COVID’s third wave. Should we start to fall behind in the race

to vaccinate Albertans and more money be needed to fight COVID,
where does that money come from? It comes from the contingency
fund, that would have been funding sector strategies. See, the
problem is that this pot of money is going to be allocated or used
by a number of different causes, so to say, “Oh, yeah, it’s for sector
strategies™: well, it depends where that ranks on the list of priorities.
Now, we tried to get that information from the government. Of
course, they wouldn’t give it to us. I honestly think that to an extent
the government doesn’t even know.

Again, I mean, we can’t predict COVID. I recognize that it’s the
federal government that’s responsible for procuring vaccinations
and getting them to the province. I get that. However, if we want to
be serious about supporting diversification, which is building on
our strengths in agriculture — I know my colleague the Member for
Edmonton-Manning has been talking about how to enhance our
food-processing abilities here in the province. How do we attract
more investment? How do we grow this sector? I mean, Alberta has
incredible opportunities.

I mean, something that I’ve always found fascinating yet
disappointing is why we aren’t bigger champions of Alberta barley.
I don’t know if members know this, but I had an opportunity, when
I was on a trade mission in Japan, to visit the Sapporo brewery.
They use Alberta barley, and they are the first ones to say: this is
the best in the world. Many different countries and companies use
our raw products. Why aren’t we doing more with them? Why
aren’t we adding value, keeping those high-paying jobs here in the
province, and exporting products for a much higher value?

You know, I think maybe I would characterize this budget as a
budget of missed opportunities, really. Again, when we talk about
postsecondaries, I can’t help — I mean, it’s extremely frustrating that
in the cuts across the board to postsecondaries one university bore
50 per cent of those cuts. One university, the U of A. Right after
they are awarded a Nobel prize, the government says: “Great job.
You know what? You did so well. We’re going to cut your budget
in half. Now try to replicate that.” See how many world-class
scientists will want to come to a university with a budget cut in half.
To me, I look at the actions of this government, and they seem
pretty anti metro Edmonton to me. You look at investments that are
being made. You look at the focus and the priority and of course . . .

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member. Standing Order
29(2)(a) is available for questions and comments.

Seeing none, are there any members wishing to join debate? I see
the hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Devon has risen.

Mr. Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased today to be able
to rise and speak in favour of Bill 60, the Appropriation Act, 2021.
As we all know, this past year — it’s not been an easy one for
Albertans. We continue to see the effects that have been brought on
by the COVID-19 pandemic. We’ve seen a significant drop in the
oil prices over this past year, and we’ve had an economic recession.
Many people are frustrated and rightfully so as there are still many
uncertainties regarding the pandemic and when things are going to
be able to get back to normal.

Mr. Speaker, our government is committed to doing everything
that we can for Albertans during this time, and the 2021 budget
plays a big part in that. Budget 2021 is aimed at protecting the lives
and the livelihoods of all Albertans as we continue to go through
these extremely difficult times. In fact, it provides a historic
investment in order to ensure that our health care system is able to
continue the strong fight. The Health budget for 2021 is set for $23
billion, which is an increase of over $900 million. This government
has committed $1.25 billion in additional funding as we continue to
battle the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Mr. Speaker, on top of helping out the health industry, Budget
2021 is also going to help to create more jobs by and for Albertans
as there will be a $3.1 billion more spent in 2021-22 to continue
supporting strategies in Alberta’s recovery plan. This is a bold
strategy designed to help create jobs and build infrastructure and to
diversify the Alberta economy.

Budget 2021 will provide $1.7 billion more in capital funding in
2021-22, $1.7 billion more in capital than had been planned for
Budget 2020. This government’s three-year capital plan is now
$20.7 billion. It will support more than 50,000 direct and 40,000
indirect jobs through to 2024.

Mr. Speaker, Budget 2021’s responsible approach to spending
will result in more investment in areas of extremely high priority
right now, mainly health care and job creation. This government
remains committed to responsible spending by identifying goals to
get Alberta’s finances back on track. Our first goal is to align
Alberta’s spending with other comparable provinces. The second is
to make sure that the debt that we take on can be paid back by
keeping it below 30 per cent of our gross domestic product. By the
end of this current three-year plan debt will be less than 27 per cent
of GDP.

3:50

Throughout this entire pandemic this government has acted both
quickly and effectively to address the many problems that this
pandemic has caused. Albertans should expect nothing different
going forward. This government’s COVID-19 response will
continue to be a significant driver of government spending moving
forward as we anticipate having to support many sectors as a result
of the pandemic throughout both this year as well as into 2022.

Another industry Budget 2021 will provide relief to is education.
Despite the many negatives the pandemic has brought on, Alberta’s
students have continued to benefit from one of the best funded
education systems throughout all of Canada. Mr. Speaker, despite a
decrease in enrolment this government is maintaining education
spending to school authorities. There will be more than $130
million received by school boards in mitigation funding as a result
of this Budget 2021. On top of that, it also includes over $1 billion
in capital investment for education to continue its commitment to
fund school infrastructure.

Going forward, Alberta Education will continue examining the
funding under learning support funding grants in order to ensure
that our most vulnerable students and children receive the support
that they deserve. Mr. Speaker, this is why we are providing an
additional $40 million to the learning support funding. Our students
are the future of this great province, and this government along with
Budget 2021 is committed to doing everything in its power to
ensure that they receive the best education possible.

My hope is that Budget 2021 is able to provide relief to Albertans
who have shown great resiliency through these extremely difficult
times. [’m extremely proud of Albertans for the strength that they
have shown throughout this pandemic. I am also very proud of the
hard work of everybody who played a part in the creation of Budget
2021. I am positive that this budget will be great in both the short-
and the long-term success of this incredible province.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.

Seeing none, are there any hon. members looking to join? I see
the hon. member for Edmonton-North West.

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you for this
opportunity to speak on this Budget 2021. There’s been a lot said in

regard to this budget in many different subject areas and different
ministries, but I would like to focus in on the situation regarding
Advanced Education because, of course, I am the critic for the
Official Opposition for Advanced Education, but I’ve also been
seeing it as an Albertan and as an interested citizen, and I’m very
concerned about not just this budget but the last three successive
budgets that have delivered quite significant cuts to Advanced
Education here in the province of Alberta.

1 just want to take a couple of steps back. Perhaps, you know, each
of us can have their own experience in their own way in their own
region across the province. We have 26 colleges and trade schools,
polytechnics, and universities across this province, and we’re
uniquely positioned in this regard compared to other jurisdictions
across the country in that we have these colleges and universities and
polytechnics dispersed across the province in this sort of unique
geographic way. You have facilities, for example, in High Prairie, in
Lac La Biche, in Medicine Hat, in Vermilion, and others — as I say,
26 colleges across the province — and they offer a very unique
opportunity for local young people especially to get an education
close to where they grew up. This helps to increase enrolment rates,
it helps to increase retention rates, and it makes a postsecondary
education more affordable for those students in those regions.
Another benefit, Mr. Speaker, is that these colleges, from the very
smallest ones to the very largest universities, contribute an important
part of the local economy to those towns and cities in which they
reside.

Now, after three successive cutting budgets to our postsecondaries,
we have compromised the integrity of this system that’s taken more
than a hundred years to build, more than a hundred years of investing
in the reputation, in attracting talent, in building the infrastructure for,
as | say, quite a unique postsecondary system here in Alberta
compared to the rest of the country. It takes a hundred years or more
to build something like that up, Mr. Speaker, and it just takes a few
months or three budgets to start it all crashing down.

I think that all Albertans are concerned about this, whether you
live in Calgary, whether you live in High Prairie or in Red Deer. 1
was just at Red Deer College yesterday. Again, after three
successive cutting budgets, students and faculty, indeed the city of
Red Deer, indeed central Alberta are starting to say: “Hey. What
are you doing? Where is the investment that we had been promised
and expected to transform Red Deer College into a university?”” Not
only has that process been stalled, but even five programs that were
already expected to be starting have been sitting somewhere in
limbo on somebody’s desk, five degree programs that they expected
to have at Red Deer College lying in, as they say, limbo from budget
cuts, from a lack of action, a lack of direction from this UCP
government in regard to education.

A city like Red Deer has more than 100,000 people now. It’s not
a small town anymore like it was when Red Deer College started,
and it needs a postsecondary that’s commensurate with the needs
and the population that lives not just in Red Deer but throughout
central Alberta. They’re fed up, quite frankly. I could feel it. There
was a strong sense of not taking Red Deer College seriously, taking
it for granted, and I fear that this same sort of situation is being
replicated in other places across the province here, too.

These colleges and universities make an important economic
contribution to the places in which they reside as well. It is no
coincidence that a place like Lakeland College in Vermilion has
made a significant contribution to the stability of that town and that
region. During an economic downturn you still have a college and
the jobs that are associated with that and the economic opportunities
that are associated with that. That’s not nothing, Mr. Speaker.
That’s a significant something that you can look at by a degree of
exponentially larger contributions to a city like Calgary with Mount
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Royal College, University of Calgary, SAIT, and other institutions
in that city.

I fear that from three successive cutting budgets — and always you
must judge an individual or a government or anybody on what they
do, not what they say, necessarily. Three successive cutting budgets
tells Albertans, tells me that this government is not taking
postsecondary education seriously and doesn’t realize that it’s not
just a liability on the ledger sheet of a budget; it’s an investment
that will pay exponential returns if you make wise choices in regard
to our colleges and universities and polytechnics. The cuts have
added up to more than $690 million since the 2018 budget, the last
budget that our government put down for postsecondary education.

I hear not just the minister but many of the elected officials from
the government side saying: well, you know, we spend too much on
postsecondary education; we spend more than other provinces, and
we need to cut it down to more the mean or the average. You can
do lots of interesting things with figures, Mr. Speaker. It’s a magical
art sometimes. The numbers and the figures that are being most
often quoted from the minister and these MLAs, they’re more than
two and a half years old or three years old. What happened in those
two and a half and three years? We’ve had three years of budget
cuts that have put us not at the top of expenditures for postsecondary
anymore, not even close, in the middle somewhere.

4:00

From the beginning, as well, we have had, as my colleagues have
pointed out, successive Conservative governments and whoever
else, UFA governments, right from the beginning, 1905, saying that
we want to build a world-class postsecondary system here in the
province. That’s the key to developing it. It was the very first bill, I
believe, that was brought forward in this House back in 1905, the
bill that would enact the creation of the University of Alberta, right?
People knew that was the key to the future.

And here we are, a hundred and some years later, and again we’re
at that crossroads where we need a way by which we can diversify
our economy. The very best asset, Mr. Speaker, I would suggest,
that we have at our disposal is our 26 colleges, polytechnics,
universities across this province, that can help us to diversify the
economy, to build partnerships with business, to help us to train and
retrain our population, and to help us to retain our young population
as well.

I’ve heard MLAs across the aisle talking about how we have a
young population, and it’s all true. But, again, these things are only
as good as what you invest in next to ensure the prosperity and the
security that comes with keeping that young population in the
province, working at meaningful jobs and careers and contributing
to our communities and our society. When young people can’t find
a position in a university or a college, they’ll go elsewhere for it,
right? You’re the most mobile when you’re young, and lots of
people go to get an education and a job elsewhere and they don’t
come back.

I’m concerned about that because, as we said, we do have a large
cohort of young people coming through grade school right now.
Lord knows, we needed to build. I think we built more than 200
schools, that filled up immediately, with that cohort of kids coming
through. Well, guess what, Mr. Speaker? They will need university,
college, trade, polytechnic positions in the next few years to carry
on with their studies and carry on with their lives. If we don’t invest
and put more money into postsecondary, not cutting $690 million
but turning that right around, if we don’t do that, we’re not going to
be able to serve that cohort of young people that need those
positions in just a few years’ time. Time is ticking on it. They’re in
grade school right now and junior high, hitting high school.

I believe that the college of university presidents did a study a
couple of years ago which suggests that we need 10,000 or more
positions in our postsecondaries immediately. Start building for
them now. You can’t build 10,000 new positions by cutting $690
million out of the postsecondary budget over the last three
successive UCP budgets. You just can’t do that.

I know that in the city of Calgary, for example, people value and
understand the importance of a strong postsecondary education
system. Lots of people love to talk about Infosys. I believe they
came from Vancouver.

Mr. Bilous: No. Silicon Valley, an Indian company in Silicon
Valley.

Mr. Eggen: Silicon Valley. There you go. Thank you very much.

They cited very clearly their choosing to move to Calgary for
lifestyle and for the interaction that they can have with the
postsecondary institutions that reside not just in that city but right
across this province as well, basing a very important decision — it’s
very useful and helpful for the city of Calgary, at least in part because
of the integrity and the quality of postsecondary that’s available in
that city and across the province.

You’re only as good as the next thing you do, right? Reputation
is fleeting, and while we might have had a Nobel prize winner at
the University of Alberta this last year, you know, you’re only as
good as the next thing you do. Is someone like Michael Houghton,
the next Michael Houghton down the way 10 years from now, going
to make a choice to move to a place like the University of Alberta
if it continues its downward spiral of cuts, a downward spiral to
mediocrity? Probably not. We worked really hard over a long
period of time to build that reputation and to attract different
research capacity and projects that are very successful, things that
we should be very proud of in biomedical fields, in nanotechnology
— for example, artificial intelligence — virology, as Michael Houghton
was working in. But, again, you’re only as good as the next thing you
invest in. This budget is not a reflection of a commitment to
postsecondary that we need at this time.

Combined with those cuts to operational expenses to our
postsecondaries is a dramatic increase in tuition for students; in
other words, making it more expensive to go to school. Removing
the cap and allowing and encouraging a 7 per cent increase in tuition
over the next three years: that’s 21 per cent. Whenever you make
an increase like that, you are losing a certain group of students that
simply will choose not to go to school because it’s too expensive
and they can’t afford it.

Again, I’ve heard the argument: well, our tuition was lower, and
now it’s going to move to the national average. Yeah, well, that’s
partially true, but it’s also partially true that Alberta students carry
more debt load than any other students in provinces and territories
across this country. When that debt load reaches a certain threshold,
then people will choose not to go to school, and we lose that value
in those young people as they move throughout their working
careers and so forth.

So there are lots of things we could have done with our
postsecondary budget over this last year and, as I suggest, over
these last three years as well. People are starting to pick up and
notice, definitely. It’s well known that the University of Alberta and
NAIT in this city, Grant MacEwan as well — you know, we’re a
centre of education. We’re a centre of education excellence, and it’s
reflected in the quality of education and the reputation of the
degrees that come from those institutions, and it’s reflected in the
economy of the city of Edmonton. You can take that same story and
move it down to Lethbridge — right? — with its college. The
University of Lethbridge makes a very important contribution to
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that city and helps to provide a very stable economy in that city,
too.

Don’tlook at postsecondary investment as red ink on your ledger.
Look at it as an investment. It’s an investment that will pay
exponential dividends and create economic diversity and stability
in each of the places in which our universities are.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.
Are there any takers under 29(2)(a) for questions and comments?
Seeing none, are there any members looking to join debate? I see
the hon. Member for Highwood.

Mr. Sigurdson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s getting late on a
Thursday afternoon, but it’s a huge privilege to stand here today
and give my support for Budget 2021. I think the Minister of
Treasury Board and Finance has framed this extremely well in
saying that there have been immense challenges over the last year.
These challenges for Albertans have been extensive. We’ve had
mass uncertainty in our lives. We’ve had mass uncertainty to both
our physical and our mental health and economic uncertainty
through our businesses and labour market. I believe that Albertans
are very eager to get their personal lives and our economy back on
track as we near the end of these troubling times, and that’s why
I’m pleased to support this budget.

This budget is our commitment to the people that we are sticking
to our commitment to protect Alberta lives and livelihoods and
focus on our goal of successfully relaunching Alberta’s economy.
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, global economic recession,
and the instability in the oil and gas market Alberta’s key sources
of revenue have taken a significant hit. Our infrastructure is, in my
personal opinion, starting to stabilize, and our government sees
within this an exceptional opportunity to invest in Alberta’s crucial
infrastructure and, with that, create new opportunities for the province.

This is an outstanding opportunity for rural communities to
receive investment in their local infrastructure to help develop their
economies. Additionally, investing in new rural infrastructure
creates, like I said, this growth, this opportunity for growth to help
the future of Alberta, the future labour market for its citizens, our
youth, by supplying small towns with the ability to participate even
more in a growing economy as we come out of this.

4:10

In Budget 2021 Alberta’s economic infrastructure will receive
more investments as we move forward, and I want to talk about
some of these investments. There have been some statements from
the members opposite, specifically the Member for Calgary-
McCall, that this government has no plan to create jobs. I sit here
staring at this. With my background, coming from construction, I’'m
staring at the capital infrastructure investment plan, which over the
three-year plan has moved to $20.7 billion and will support 50,000
direct and 40,000 indirect jobs through 2024. Now, this capital plan
includes additional funding for 41 projects, totalling $825.8 million,
over three years. Being in construction, it’s important to understand
that these just aren’t construction jobs; these are accountants,
project managers, consultants, architects — it goes on and on — our
suppliers, our trucking, everything. These are great jobs moving
forward.

Now, within these provincial infrastructure upgrades we also have
that $3 billion, of course, over the next three years to extend the life
of key provincial infrastructure. Now, it’s not always glorious when
we talk about the maintenance of our infrastructure, but it’s crucial
for our path out of this, our growth out of this. Our recovery relies on
the fact that we have the infrastructure in place to be able to support
the growth in everything from agrifood production, agriculture, oil
and gas, and every single sector, and these investments that we’re

putting into these areas pre-position Alberta much better to have that
growth and create those jobs.

Within that, I feel as though I should highlight a few of these key
facts that, I think, actually really apply to some of the rural areas all
across Alberta, and specifically being from a rural riding,
representing the rural riding of Highwood, we should talk about the
$343 million for the health facilities to cover costs associated with
repairs, upgrades, and maintenance. This is crucial. We have small
health facilities across our rural communities that need these
upgrades, need these repairs. This is the kind of infrastructure and
attention to infrastructure that we need in order to be able to combat
some of the rural decline that we continue to see in our province,
because we do want to have those great health facilities within our
small rural communities.

As well, with that, we’ve heard from the members opposite that,
you know, we need to kind of look at our prioritization, that we’re not
talking about diversification, that we’re not actually investing in
diversification. But I would say that when you look at the $6 million
for innovation and infrastructure maintenance, which provides
Alberta Innovates, InnoTech Alberta, and the Alberta Centre for
Advanced Microsystems and Nanotechnology Products with the
ability to maintain and renew aging infrastructure and unique testing
facilities for later scaling and commercialization of Alberta-based
technologies, we do feel and we do see the importance of diversification
as we continue to move forward.

With that, we also see the importance of taking care of our seniors
through our continuing care investment, $3.5 billion in continuing
care, an increase of over $200 million, to support our seniors. Now,
when we make these investments, all of these investments that I just
spoke about do exactly that: they create jobs, they pre-position us,
and they create an environment for us to have that growth. The
Premier has said multiple times that many banks like BMO have
said that we are the jurisdiction that’s going to see the quickest,
fastest recovery and growth, and investing in this provides us the
infrastructure to grow beyond what we were even before this while
creating jobs and supporting the province through this.

Now, like I said, doing so will create the opportunity for
Alberta’s largest employing industries to maintain their pathway to
recovery, which will ultimately help Albertans get employed and
will protect their families and their livelihoods. Our province knows
the importance of being prepared and adaptable for unfortunate
situations and sudden economic recessions, the continuation of the
global pandemic, and our instability in oil and gas, and we talk
about this $500 million dedicated to our economic recovery plan as
a contingency to provide a flexible plan for that.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

I hesitate to interrupt the hon. Member for Highwood, but in
accordance with Standing Order 64(5) the chair is required to put
the question on the appropriation bill standing on the Order Paper
for third reading.

[The voice vote indicated that the motion for third reading carried]

[Several members rose calling for a division. The division bell was
rung at 4:15 p.m.]

[Fifteen minutes having elapsed, the Assembly divided]
[Mr. Milliken in the chair]

For the motion:

Aheer Issik Nixon, Jeremy
Allard Jones Panda
Amery Kenney Savage
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Armstrong-Homeniuk Loewen

Barnes
Copping
Dreeshen
Ellis

Fir
Goodridge
Horner

Against the motion:
Bilous

Long

Lovely
Madu

Nally
Neudorf
Nicolaides
Nixon, Jason

Eggen

Schow

Sigurdson, R.J.

Smith
Toews
Toor

van Dijken
Williams
Yaseen

Shepherd

Carson Goehring Sweet
Deol Sabir
Totals: For—33 Against — 8

[Motion carried; Bill 60 read a third time]

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. members. Pursuant to
standing orders 3(6) and 4(2) the Assembly now stands adjourned.

[The Assembly adjourned at 4:33 p.m. to Tuesday, April 6, at 1:30
p-m.]
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Bill 11 — Tenancies Statutes (Emergency Provisions) Amendment Act, 2020 (Glubish)
First Reading — 297 (Mar. 31, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 298-301 (Mar. 31, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 301-03 (Mar. 31, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 303-05 (Mar. 31, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Apr. 2, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2020 c6 ]

Bill 12 — Liabilities Management Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Savage)
First Reading — 297 (Mar. 31, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 320-25 (Apr. 1, 2020 morn.), 344-49 (Apr. 1, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 350-54 (4pr. 1, 2020 aft.), 401-05 (Apr. 2, 2020 morn., passed)
Third Reading — 406 (Apr. 2, 2020 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (4pr. 2, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 c4 ]

Bill 13 — Emergency Management Amendment Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Madu)
First Reading — 431 (Apr. 7, 2020 morn., passed)
Second Reading — 521-26 (Apr. 8, 2020 morn.), 537-51 (Apr. 8, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 583-93 (4pr. 8, 2020 eve.), 619-35 (Apr. 9, 2020 morn.), 648-57 (Apr. 9, 2020 aft.), 673-74 (May 6, 2020 morn.),
688-99 (May 6, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 699-701 (May 6, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (May 12, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force May 12, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 c7 ]
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Bill 14 — Utility Payment Deferral Program Act (Nally)
First Reading — 687 (May 6, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 724-45 (May 7, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 758-86 (May 8, 2020 morn., passed)
Third Reading — 786-90 (May 8, 2020 morn., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (May 12, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force May 12, 2020, with certain provisions having effect as of March 18,
2020; SA 2020 cU-4 ]
Bill 15 — Choice in Education Act, 2020 (LaGrange)
First Reading — 887-88 (May 28, 2020 aft, passed)
Second Reading — 937-54 (Jun. 1, 2020 eve.), 1011-40 (Jun. 2, 2020 eve.), 1058-67 (Jun. 3, 2020 aft.), 1228-38 (Jun. 9, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1375-78 (Jun. 15, 2020 eve.), 1470-79 (Jun. 17, 2020 eve.), 1541-51 (Jun. 22, 2020 eve.), 1575-88 (Jun. 23, 2020
aft.), 1620-25 (Jun. 24, 2020 aft.), 1639-47 (Jun. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1657-59 (Jun. 24, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force September 1, 2020; SA 2020 c11 ]

Bill 16 — Victims of Crime (Strengthening Public Safety) Amendment Act, 2020 (Schweitzer)
First Reading — 888 (May 28, 2020 aft, passed)
Second Reading — 954-70 (Jun. 1, 2020 eve.), 1109-12 (Jun. 3, 2020 eve.), 1127-35 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft.), 1179-81 (Jun. 8, 2020 eve.), 1209-22
(Jun. 9, 2020 aft.), 1285-96 (Jun. 10, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 1428-29 (Jun. 16, 2020 eve.), 1455-59 (Jun. 17, 2020 aft.), 1551-55 (Jun. 22, 2020 eve.), 1588-90 (Jun. 23, 2020
aft.), 1647-50 (Jun. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1676-78 (Jun. 25, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force June 26, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 c18 ]

Bill 17 — Mental Health Amendment Act, 2020 (Shandro)
First Reading — 1125 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1203-09 (Jun. 9, 2020 aft.), 1272-74 (Jun. 10, 2020 aft.), 1316-23 (Jun. 11, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1396-1406 (Jun. 16, 2020 aft.), 1413 (Jun. 16, 2020 eve.), 1461-70 (Jun. 17, 2020 eve.), 1605-08 (Jun. 23, 2020
eve.), 1630-36 (Jun. 24, 2020 aft.), 1650-54 (Jun. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1675-76 (Jun. 25, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; certain sections come into force on
June 26, 2020; SA 2020 c15 ]
Bill 18 — Corrections (Alberta Parole Board) Amendment Act, 2020 (Schweitzer)
First Reading — 912 (Jun. 1, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 989-1004 (Jun. 2, 2020 aft.), 1011 (Jun. 2, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1413-24 (Jun. 16, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1655 (Jun. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 c¢12 ]

Bill 19 — Tobacco and Smoking Reduction Amendment Act, 2020 (Shandro)
First Reading — 989 (Jun. 2, 2020 aft, passed)
Second Reading — 1079-98 (Jun. 3, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1424-28 (Jun. 16, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1495-97 (Jun. 18, 2020 aft.), 1555-56 (Jun. 22, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 c17 ]

Bill 20 — Real Estate Amendment Act, 2020 (Glubish)
First Reading — 1057 (Jun. 3, 2020 aft, passed)
Second Reading — 1125-27 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft.), 1169-79 (Jun. 8, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1185-90 (Jun. 8, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1279-85 (Jun. 10, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 c10 ]



Bill 21* — Provincial Administrative Penalties Act (Schweitzer)
First Reading — 1125 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1181-85 (Jun. 8, 2020 eve.), 1296-97 (Jun. 10, 2020 eve.), 1355-57 (Jun. 15, 2020 aft.), 1442-52 (Jun. 17, 2020 aft.),
1819-22 (Jul. 8, 2020 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1983-99 (Jul. 14, 2020 aft.), 2071-74 (Jul. 15, 2020 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 2264-68 (Jul. 21, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; SA 2020 cP-30.8 ]

Bill 22 — Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2020 (Hunter)
First Reading — 1301-02 (Jun. 11, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1591-95 (Jun. 23, 2020 eve.), 1655-57 (Jun. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1798-1804 (Jul. 7, 2020 eve.), 1879 (Jul. 8, 2020 eve.), 1939-57 (Jul. 13, 2020 eve.), 1965-66 (Jul. 13, 2020 eve.,
passed)
Third Reading — 2050-51 (Jul. 15, 2020 aft.), 2053-59 (Jul. 15, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2020 c25 ]

Bill 23* — Commercial Tenancies Protection Act (Fir)
First Reading — 1392 (Jun. 16, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1529-35 (Jun. 22, 2020 aft.), 1601-05 (Jun. 23, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1879-80 (Jul. 8, 2020 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 2181-83 (Jul. 20, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force July 23, 2020, with certain sections taking effect March 17, 2020; SA 2020 cC-19.5 ]

Bill 24 — COVID-19 Pandemic Response Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Shandro)
First Reading — 1494 (Jun. 18, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1537-39 (Jun. 22, 2020 eve.), 1569-75 (Jun. 23, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1625-30 (Jun. 24, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 1679-81 (Jun. 25, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force June 26, 2020, with certain sections taking effect on earlier dates; SA

2020 c13 ]
Bill 25 — Protecting Alberta Industry From Theft Act, 2020 (Schweitzer)

First Reading — 1494 (Jun. 18, 2020 aft., passed)

Second Reading — 1719-35 (Jul. 6, 2020 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole — 1804-05 (Jul. 7, 2020 eve., passed)

Third Reading — 1904-05 (Jul. 9, 2020 aft.), 2031-32 (Jul. 14, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2020 c24 ]

Bill 26 — Constitutional Referendum Amendment Act, 2020 (Schweitzer)
First Reading — 1568 (Jun. 23, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1735-41 (Jul. 6, 2020 eve.), 1764-72 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft.), 1845-56 (Jul. 8, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1964-65 (Jul. 13, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 2081-86 (Jul. 15, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force July 23, 2020; SA 2020 ¢20 |

Bill 27 — Alberta Senate Election Amendment Act, 2020 (Schweitzer)
First Reading — 1568 (Jun. 23, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1741-47 (Jul. 6, 2020 eve.), 1772-79 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft.), 1822-27 (Jul. 8, 2020 morn.), 1899-1904 (Jul. 9, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1999-2001 (Jul. 14, 2020 aft.), 2074-76 (Jul. 15, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 2076-81 (Jul. 15, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force July 23, 2020; SA 2020 c19 ]

Bill 28 — Vital Statistics (Protecting Albertans from Convicted Sex Offenders) Amendment Act, 2020 (Glubish)
First Reading — 1619 (Jun. 24, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1704-17 (Jul. 6, 2020 aft.), 1779-82 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft.), 1856-60 (Jul. 8, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1880-82 (Jul. 8, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 1896-99 (Jul. 9, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force July 23, 2020; SA 2020 c26 ]



Bill 29 — Local Authorities Election Amendment Act, 2020 (Madu)
First Reading — 1619-20 (Jun. 24, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1784-97 (Jul. 7, 2020 eve.), 1962-63 (Jul. 13, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 2163-81 (Jul. 20, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 2239-64 (Jul. 21, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force September 1, 2020; SA 2020 c22 ]

Bill 30* — Health Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Shandro)
First Reading — 1695 (Jul. 6, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1783-84 (Jul. 7, 2020 eve.), 2032-37 (Jul. 14, 2020 eve.), 2086-2103 (Jul. 15, 2020 eve), 2189-97 (Jul. 20, 2020 eve.),
2210-27 (Jul. 21, 2020 aft.), 2289-96 (Jul. 22, 2020 afi.), 2313-28 (Jul. 22, 2020 eve.), 2360-61 (Jul. 23, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 2432-475 (Jul. 27, 2020 eve.), 2512-20 (Jul. 28, 2020 aft.), 2523-31 (Jul. 28, 2020 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 2539-61 (Jul. 28, 2020 eve.), 2562-69 (Jul. 28, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 29, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force July 29, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 c27 ]

Bill 31 — Environmental Protection Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 1760 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1878 (Jul. 8, 2020 eve.), 2023-31 (Jul. 14, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 2233-39 (Jul. 21, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 2309-12 (Jul. 22, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force July 23, 2020; SA 2020 c21 ]

Bill 32 — Restoring Balance in Alberta’s Workplaces Act, 2020 (Copping)
First Reading — 1760 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1861-63 (Jul. 8, 2020 eve.), 2003-23 (Jul. 14, 2020 eve.), 2051-53 (Jul. 15, 2020 aft.), 2059-69 (Jul. 15, 2020 aft.), 2147-62
(Jul. 20, 2020 aft.), 2268-73 (Jul. 21, 2020 eve.), 2296-307 (Jul. 22, 2020 aft.), 2328-40 (Jul. 22, 2020 eve.), 2361-63 (Jul. 23, 2020 aft., passed
on division)
Committee of the Whole — 2404-32 (Jul. 27, 2020 eve.), 2475-85 (Jul. 27, 2020 eve.), 2502-12 (Jul. 28, 2020 aft.), 2531-39 (Jul. 28, 2020 eve.,
passed)
Third Reading — 2569-78 (Jul. 28, 2020 eve.), 2579-86 (Jul. 28, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 29, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2020 c28 ]

Bill 33* — Alberta Investment Attraction Act (Fir)
First Reading — 1760-61 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1807-19 (Jul. 8, 2020 morn.), 1927-37 (Jul. 13, 2020 aft.), 2117-27 (Jul. 16, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 2227-31 (Jul. 21, 2020 aft.), 2233 (Jul. 21, 2020 eve.), 2340-44 (Jul. 22, 2020 eve..), 2312-13 (Jul. 22, 2020 eve.),
2363-65 (Jul. 23, 2020 aft., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 2401-04 (Jul. 27, 2020 eve.), 2485-88 (Jul. 27, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 29, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 cA-26.4 ]

Bill 34 — Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 1839 (Jul. 8, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1966-69 (Jul. 13, 2020 eve.), 2116-17 (Jul. 16, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 2117 (Jul. 16, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 2312 (Jul. 22, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jul. 23, 2020 aft.) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2020 ¢23 ]

Bill 35 — Tax Statutes (Creating Jobs and Driving Innovation) Amendment Act, 2020 (Toews)
First Reading — 2616 (Oct. 20, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2666-81 (Oct. 21, 2020 aft.), 2741-55 (Oct. 26, 2020 eve.), 2803-15 (Oct. 27, 2020 eve), 2841-47 (Oct. 28, 2020 aft.),
2860-69 (Oct. 28, 2020 eve.), 2940-43 (Nov. 2, 2020 eve.), 2986-94 (Nov. 3, 2020 eve.), 3072-83 (Nov. 5, 2020 afi), 3126-36 (Nov. 16, 2020
eve.), 3208-12 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve.), 3265-72 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve.), 3361-65 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3834 (Dec. 7, 2020 eve.), 3886-92 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Third Reading — 3900 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3903-09 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020, with certain sections having effect on various
dates; SA 2020 c40 ]



Bill 36 — Geothermal Resource Development Act (Savage)
First Reading — 2616 (Oct. 20, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2696-2706 (Oct. 22, 2020 aft.), 2755-60 (Oct. 26, 2020 eve.), 2925-29 (Nov. 2, 2020 eve.), 2974-78 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft.),
3121-24 (Nov. 16, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3224-32 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft.), 3292-94 (Nov. 19, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3336-42 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 ¢G-5.5 ]

Bill 37* — Builders’ Lien (Prompt Payment) Amendment Act, 2020 (Glubish)
First Reading — 2665 (Oct. 21, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2774-84 (Oct. 27, 2020 aft.), 2828-38 (Oct. 28, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3024-29 (Nov. 4, 2020 aft.), 3031-48 (Nov. 4, 2020 eve.), (Nov. 24, 2020 ), 3398-3401 (Nov. 24, 2020 aft., passed
with amendments)
Third Reading — 3529-30 (Nov. 25, 2020 eve.), 3544-45 (Nov. 26, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 ¢30 ]

Bill 38 — Justice Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Madu)
First Reading — 2665-66 (Oct. 21, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2795-2800 (Oct. 27, 2020 eve.), 2838-41 (Oct. 28, 2020 afi.), 2884-93 (Oct. 29, 2020 aft.), 2960-65 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft.),
3124-26 (Nov. 16, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3232-36 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft.), 3419-24 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve.), 3503-13 (Nov. 25, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3611-14 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020, with exceptions, and with section 6 taking effect
January 1, 2021; SA 2020 ¢37 ]
Bill 39* — Child Care Licensing (Early Learning and Child Care) Amendment Act, 2020 (Schulz)
First Reading — 2827 (Oct. 28, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2883-84 (Oct. 29, 2020 aft.), 2929-40 (Nov. 2, 2020 eve.), 2979-86 (Nov. 3, 2020 eve.), 3206-08 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve.),
3272-76 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3357-61 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve.), 3401-09 (Nov. 24, 2020 aft.), 3411-19 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve.), 3513-25 (Nov. 25, 2020
eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force February 1, 2021; SA 2020 c31 ]

Bill 40 — Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020 (Dreeshen)
First Reading — 2696 (Oct. 22, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2784-93 (Oct. 27, 2020 aft.), 2800-03 (Oct. 27, 2020 eve.), 2849-59 (Oct. 28, 2020 eve.), 2965-74 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft.),
3136-38 (Nov. 16, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3424-27 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3606-11 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force May 1, 2021, with exceptions; SA 2020 c34 ]

Bill 41 — Insurance (Enhancing Driver Affordability and Care) Amendment Act, 2020 (Toews)
First Reading — 2882 (Oct. 29, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 2915-24 (Nov. 2, 2020 eve.), 3011-23 (Nov. 4, 2020 aft.), 3051-58 (Nov. 4, 2020 eve.), 3164-73 (Nov. 17, 2020 aft.),
3255-65 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve.), 3276 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3679-85 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3700-07 (Dec. 2, 2020 morn.), 3753-58 (Dec. 2, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020, except part of section 3, which has effect January
1,2022; SA 2020 c36 ]
Bill 42 — North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 2907 (Nov. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3009-11 (Nov. 4, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3048-51 (Nov. 4, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3072 (Nov. 5, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 cN-3.6 |



Bill 43 — Financing Alberta’s Strategic Transportation Act (Mclver)
First Reading — 2956 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3150-64 (Nov. 17, 2020 aft.), 3276-80 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3594-3605 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve.), 3687-3700 (Dec. 2, 2020 morn.), 3721-33 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft.), 3751-53 (Dec. 2,
2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3784-88 (Dec. 3, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 cF-13.5 ]

Bill 44 — Financial Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Toews)
First Reading — 2956 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3115-21 (Nov. 16, 2020 eve.), 3354-57 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3591-93 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 ¢33 ]

Bill 45 — Local Authorities Election Amendment Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Allard)
First Reading — 3006 (Nov. 4, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3175-79 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3525-29 (Nov. 25, 2020 eve.), 3654-65 (Dec. 1, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force January 1, 2021; SA 2020 c38 ]

Bill 46 — Health Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Shandro)
First Reading — 3071 (Nov. 5, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3176-92 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve.), 3342-54 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve.), 3459-65 (Nov. 25, 2020 morn.), 3614-22 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve.),
3675-76 (Dec. 1, 2020 aft.), 3788-93 (Dec. 3, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 3823-34 (Dec. 7, 2020 eve.), 3853-60 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3869 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3872-79 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 ¢35 ]

Bill 47 — Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020 ($) (Copping)
First Reading — 3070-71 (Nov. 5, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3192-206 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve.), 3236-45 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft.), 3367-73 (Nov. 24, 2020 morn.), 3427-41 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve.),
3445-59 (Nov. 25, 2020 morn.), 3622-28 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve.), 3630-42 (Dec. 1, 2020 morn.), 3743-51 (Dec. 2, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 3763-70 (Dec. 3, 2020 morn.), 3893-3900 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Third Reading — 3901-02 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3910-16 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; SA 2020 c32 ]

Bill 48* — Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Hunter)
First Reading — 3096 (Nov. 16, 2020 aft, passed)
Second Reading — 3247-55 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve.), 3387-98 (Nov. 24, 2020 aft.), 3441-43 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3665-75 (Dec. 1, 2020 aft.), 3733-40 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft.), 3759-62 (Dec. 2, 2020 eve.), 3834-36 (Dec. 7, 2020 eve.),
3861-68 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Third Reading — 3869-70 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3879-86 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on December 9, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 c39 ]

Bill 50 — Appropriation (Supplementary Supply) Act, 2020 ($) (Toews)
First Reading — 3502 (Nov. 25, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3545-52 (Nov. 26, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3587-91 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3677-79 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve.), 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 ¢29 ]



Bill 51 — Citizen Initiative Act (Madu)
First Reading — 4058 (Mar. 16, 2021 aft., passed)

Bill 52 — Recall Act (Madu)
First Reading — 4028-29 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., passed)

Bill 53 — Service Alberta Statutes (Virtual Meetings) Amendment Act, 2021 (Glubish)
First Reading — 3971 (Mar. 9, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4043-44 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4129-30 (Mar. 18, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4245-49 (Mar. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4252-53 (Mar. 24, 2021 eve., passed)

Bill 54 — Irrigation Districts Amendment Act, 2021 (Dreeshen)
First Reading — 3992 (Mar. 10, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4212-14 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 55 — College of Alberta School Superintendents Act (LaGrange)
First Reading — 3979 (Mar. 9, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4044-45 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4107-10 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 56 — Local Measures Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Mclver)
First Reading — 4005 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4045 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 57 — Metis Settlements Amendment Act, 2021 (Wilson)
First Reading — 4005 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4045-46 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 58 — Freedom to Care Act (Aheer)
First Reading — 4180 (Mar. 23, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4214-15 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 59 — Appropriation (Supplementary Supply) Act, 2021 ($) (Toews)
First Reading — 4083 (Mar. 16, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4099-4102 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft.), 4110-15 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4130-38 (Mar. 18, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 4215-20 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft., passed)

Bill 60 — Appropriation Act, 2021 ($) (Toews)
First Reading — 4099 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4180-99 (Mar. 23, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4220-33 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft.), 4249-52 (Mar. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4268-76 (Mar. 25, 2021 aft., passed on division)

Bill 61 — Vital Statistics Amendment Act, 2021 (Glubish)
First Reading — 4150 (Mar. 22, 2021 aft., passed)

Bill 201 — Strategic Aviation Advisory Council Act (Gotfried)
First Reading — 62 (Feb. 27, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 136
(Mar. 5, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly)
Second Reading — 914-26 (Jun. 1, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1156-61 (Jun. 8, 2020 aft.), 1337-47 (Jun. 15, 2020 aft, passed)
Third Reading — 1514-22 (Jun. 22, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 31, 2020; SA 2020 ¢S-19.8 ]



Bill 202 — Contflicts of Interest (Protecting the Rule of Law) Amendment Act, 2020 (Ganley)
First Reading — 136 (Mar. 5, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 1149-56
(Jun. 2, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly;), 1156 (Jun. 8, 2020 aft., not proceeded with on division)

Bill 203 — Pension Protection Act (Gray)
First Reading — 1148 (Jun. 8, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 1839

(Jul. 8, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly,; not proceeded with)

Bill 204 — Voluntary Blood Donations Repeal Act (Yao)
First Reading — 1839 (Jul. 8, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 2288
(Jul. 22, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly)
Second Reading — 2379-93 (Jul. 27, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 2720-33 (Oct. 26, 2020 aft.), 2908-09 (Nov. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3096-3103 (Nov. 16, 2020 aft., passed on divison)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 c41 ]

Bill 205* — Genocide Remembrance, Condemnation and Prevention Month Act (Singh)
First Reading — 2718 (Oct. 26, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 3070
(Nov. 5, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly)
Second Reading — 3103-08 (Nov. 16, 2020 aft.), 3307-14 (Nov. 23, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3813-14 (Dec. 7, 2020 afi.), 3948-59 (Mar. 8, 2021 aft.), 4036-37 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 4158-64 (Mar. 22, 2021 aft., passed on division)

Bill 206 — Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Glasgo)
First Reading — 2827 (Oct. 28, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills),
3223-24 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft, reported to Assembly)
Second Reading — 3314-21 (Nov. 23, 2020 aft.), 4037-42 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 207 — Reservists' Recognition Day Act (Rutherford)
First Reading — 3224 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 3719

(Dec. 2, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly)

Bill 208 — Alberta Investment Management Corporation Amendment Act, 2020 (Phillips)
First Reading — 3782 (Dec. 3, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 4005
(Mar. 11, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly; debate on concurrence motion to take place Monday, March 15, 2021), 4029-36 (Mar. 15, 2021 afi.,
not proceeded with on division)

Bill 209 — Cost of Public Services Transparency Act (Stephan)
First Reading — 3806-07 (Dec. 7, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills),

4005 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly)

Bill 211 — Municipal Government (Firearms) Amendment Act, 2020 (Glasgo)
First Reading — 3849 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed), 3930 (Feb. 25, 2021 aft., moved to Government Bills and Orders)
Second Reading — 4006-15 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft.), 4102-07 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., passed)

Bill 212 — Official Sport of Alberta Act (Yaseen)
First Reading — 3849 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 4088

(Mar. 17, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly;), 4151-58 (Mar. 22, 2021 aft., proceeded with on division)

Bill 213 — Traffic Safety (Maximum Speed Limit for Provincial Freeways) Amendment Act, 2021 (Turton)
First Reading — 3992 (Mar. 10, 2021 aft., passed), 4179 (Mar. 23, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly)

Bill Pr1 — The Sisters of the Precious Blood of Edmonton Repeal Act (Williams)
First Reading — 1125 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 3292
(Nov. 19, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly)
Second Reading — 3629-30 (Dec. 1, 2020 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3740 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3740-41 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 c42 ]
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