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[The Speaker in the chair]

The Speaker: Hon. members, please be seated.

Government Bills and Orders
Second Reading

Bill 2
Back to School Act

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board and Minister
of Finance.

Mr. Horner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move second reading of
Bill 2, the Back to School Act.

For nearly a month classrooms across our province have stood
empty. For weeks students have gone without their teachers and the
daily structure that gives them stability, security, and the quality
education that every parent expects. Each passing day widens the
learning gap, pushes kids further behind, and makes recovery
harder. That’s what irreparable harm looks like, and that’s why this
legislation is necessary.

This is not a step any government takes lightly, but it’s one we
must take to ensure that no further irreparable harm is done to
Alberta’s students as a result of the ongoing strike by the Alberta
Teachers’ Association. Bill 2 would bring this strike to an end.

If passed, Bill 2 would return Alberta’s teachers and students to
classrooms by Wednesday, October 29. The legislation implements
the memorandum of agreement reached in late September, an
agreement based on the ATA’s own offer and accepted by the
Teachers’ Employer Bargaining Association. It’s fair, it is
reasonable, and it reflects our respect for both teachers and the
collective bargaining process.

Under this agreement teachers will receive a 12 per cent salary
increase over four years plus a market adjustment that will raise
compensation for 95 per cent of teachers even higher, by up to 17
per cent. This bill also secures the hiring of 3,000 additional
teachers to reduce class sizes and strengthen supports for students
still catching up from pandemic disruptions and now from this
strike.

As requested by the ATA, the government is committed to
providing COVID shots for teachers, and to further support our
teachers we’re also committing to the hiring of 1,500 new EAs. It
is a balanced and responsible settlement, one that rewards the work
of teachers while protecting the long-term sustainability of our
education system.

Our government always preferred a negotiated settlement. We
were prepared to accept the March 2025 mediator’s
recommendation endorsed by ATA leadership, but teachers
rejected it. We were prepared to accept the September 2025
memorandum of agreement, again based on the ATA’s own
proposal, but this, too, was rejected. The ATA’s latest offer went
well beyond what is fair or manageable. It proposed an additional
$2 billion bill for Alberta’s taxpayers. That is $2 billion beyond
the $2.6 billion that was required to support the September 2025
memorandum of agreement. It would have imposed rigid
classroom size and complexity rules that would have made it
impossible for school boards to operate effectively and nearly
double the cost of the agreement on the table.

Alberta’s government has proven that we can bargain fairly with
public-sector unions. Nurses, government workers, education

support staff, and postsecondary faculty have all ratified
agreements with similar terms for the same period. But after 18
months of negotiation and mediation, there is no reasonable path to
settlement with teachers in sight.

This legislation is not about the ATA or the government; it’s
about Alberta’s kids. Every day that classrooms remain closed,
students lose ground they may never fully recover. Their right to
learn, to grow, and to prepare for the future has been compromised.
Our government cannot allow that to continue. Bill 2 restores
balance. It respects teachers’ access to fair wages and working
conditions while affirming the fundamental right of students to an
education. This legislation ensures that no further harm is done to
Alberta’s students by immediately ending the strike. It also invokes
the notwithstanding clause to ensure that when classrooms reopen,
they stay open. This is a decisive measure to protect what matters
most, our children’s future.

The bill also establishes clear accountability for compliance.
[interjections]

The Speaker: Order.

Hon. members, everyone will get their turn to speak. Right now,
hon. members, only one person has the floor. I think we all ought
to hear him regardless of whether we like what we’re hearing or
not.

Mr. Horner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The bill also establishes
clear accountability for compliance. The Alberta Labour Relations
Board will oversee enforcement, with penalties of up to $500 per
day for individuals and $500,000 per day for organizations that
refuse to comply. These are not harsh measures; they are safeguards
to ensure Alberta families never again endure this level of
disruption. Parents have missed work. Graduating students have
lost crucial instructional time. Children with additional needs have
been cut off from supports that help them succeed. This cannot go
on one day longer.

Some have asked why government didn’t take another route,
such as a disputes inquiry board, a public emergency tribunal, or
voluntary arbitration. Each was carefully reviewed. Every one of
those paths would have meant more delay and more uncertainty.
Delay means more lost learning and deeper harm to students. That
is something this government simply cannot accept, so we chose
the responsible course, one that ends the strike now, restores
stability, and gives students a fair chance to make up the ground
they’ve lost.

Bill 2 also addresses a structural weakness in the current system:
the cycle of local bargaining that follows central disputes.
Bargaining with teachers is done through a unique model that no
other group of employees in Alberta follow. Each round of
bargaining with teachers activates two separate sets of negotiations,
one provincial bargaining table for central matters and then 61 local
bargaining tables to consider local matters, each set of negotiations
being conducted with strike or lockout as a means for resolving
disputes. We cannot risk the frustrations and concerns over central
negotiations to spill over into local bargaining with a high
likelihood of triggering multiple local strikes over matters no longer
open for negotiations.

For the duration of this agreement, from September 1, 2024,
through August 31, 2028, there will be no formal local bargaining.
This legislation prevents that. It guarantees labour stability until these
contracts expire at the end of the four-year term so that students,
teachers, and families can focus on learning, not labour action.

Our government knows that this is not the easiest path, but it is
the right one. Our primary responsibility at this time is to Alberta
students, to protect their learning, their well-being, and their future.
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We respect our teachers and the important work they do. We
are now at a point where Alberta’s children must come first.
Their classrooms must stay open. Their education cannot be
collateral damage in a prolonged labour dispute. This bill
ensures that schools reopen, learning resumes, and stability
returns to our education system. It is fair, it is reasonable, and it
is necessary.

With that, I move to adjourn the debate of Bill 2, the Back to
School Act, legislation that ends the strike, restores certainty for
families, and protects the future of every Alberta student.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[The voice vote indicated that the motion to adjourn debate carried]

[Several members rose calling for a division. The division bell was
rung at 7:39 p.m.]

[Fifteen minutes having elapsed, the Assembly divided]
[The Speaker in the chair]

For the motion:

Amery Jones Sawyer
Armstrong-Homeniuk LaGrange Schow
Boitchenko Loewen Schulz
Bouchard Long Sigurdson, R.J.
Cyr Lovely Singh

de Jonge Lunty Stephan
Dreeshen McDougall Turton
Dyck Nally van Dijken
Ellis Neudorf Wiebe

Fir Nicolaides Williams
Getson Nixon Wilson
Horner Petrovic Wright, J.
Hunter Pitt Yao

Jean Rowswell Yaseen
Johnson Sawhney

Against the motion:

Al-Guneid Eremenko Miyashiro
Arcand-Paul Ganley Nenshi
Batten Goehring Pancholi
Boparai Gray Renaud
Brar, Gurinder Guthrie Sabir

Brar, Gurtej Haji Schmidt
Calahoo Stonehouse Hayter Shepherd
Ceci Ip Sigurdson, L.
Chapman Irwin Sweet

Dach Kasawski Tejada
Eggen Kayande Wright, P.
Ellingson Metz

Totals: For—44 Against — 35

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

Government Motions

Time Allocation on Bill 2

7. Mr. Schow moved:
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Bill 2, Back
to School Act, is resumed, not more than one hour shall be
allotted to any further consideration of the bill in second
reading, at which time every question necessary for the
disposal of the bill at this stage shall be put forthwith.

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Ms Sweet: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. One hour. It’s an absolute
democratic betrayal in the making. Time allocation is a blunt
instrument and not a shield for constitutional overreach. Time
allocation is not a neutral procedural tool; it is a political weapon
used to silence dissent. When paired with the notwithstanding
clause, it becomes a double blow to our democracy: first by
overriding fundamental rights, then by muzzling the debate around
it. This is not legislative efficiency; it’s legislative authoritarianism.

Let’s not forget Ontario’s 2022 debacle. Premier Doug Ford’s
government invoked the notwithstanding clause to force education
workers back to work. Sound familiar? The public backlash was
swift and fierce: mass protests, legal challenges, and humiliating
reversals. The government of Saskatchewan has also used the
notwithstanding clause as recently as 2023 to remove the rights of
transgender youth. It is clear this is becoming a conservative tactic
to slowly remove the rights of its citizens.

Now we see Alberta adopting the same tactic, but we see it worse.
By using time allocation it would deny even the pretense of
democratic deliberation. This action is so severe that even the
Supreme Court of Canada is reviewing the use of this clause. To be
used as carelessly and frequently as the Conservatives have done,
to decide to use it across the country is starting to raise red flags.

The notwithstanding clause is a nuclear option. It suspends core
Charter rights: freedom of association, expression, and peaceful
assembly. To invoke it under the cover of time allocation is to treat
constitutional override like, hmm, I don’t know, a housekeeping
motion. That’s not just undemocratic, it is absolutely reckless.
Every MLA silenced by time allocation represents thousands of
constituents. When the government cuts off debate, it’s not just
shutting down opposition voices, it’s shutting down parents,
teachers, students, and legal scholars who deserve to be heard.

In a province that prides itself on grassroots democracy, this is a
betrayal. It’s strong and free until the government disagrees. The
government claims urgency, but this strike has been months in the
making. If they truly cared about students, they would have acted
sooner and pursued arbitration. Instead, they have chosen the most
extreme legislative tools available, and now they want to ram them
through without scrutiny, recovery, and the ability for any type of
court challenge. No checks, no balances.

8:00

This is not leadership; it’s a government in panic. Time allocation
in this context is not about efficiency. It’s about control. It’s about
streamlining opposition, dodging accountability, and rewriting the
rules of democracy to suit political convenience. As the Alberta
government proceeds down this path, be warned: this will damage
your public trust, and it will stain the province’s democratic legacy.
And don’t worry; Albertans will never forget.

[The voice vote indicated that Government Motion 7 carried]

[Several members rose calling for a division. The division bell was
rung at 8:01 p.m.]

[Fifteen minutes having elapsed, the Assembly divided]
[The Speaker in the chair]

For the motion:

Amery Jones Sawyer
Armstrong-Homeniuk LaGrange Schow
Boitchenko Loewen Schulz
Bouchard Long Sigurdson, R.J.
Cyr Lovely Singh

de Jonge Lunty Stephan
Dreeshen McDougall Turton
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Dyck Nally van Dijken
Ellis Neudorf Wiebe

Fir Nicolaides Williams
Getson Nixon Wilson
Horner Petrovic Wright, J.
Hunter Pitt Yao

Jean Rowswell Yaseen
Johnson Sawhney

Against the motion:

Al-Guneid Elmeligi Metz
Arcand-Paul Eremenko Miyashiro
Batten Ganley Nenshi
Boparai Goehring Pancholi
Brar, Gurinder Gray Renaud
Brar, Gurtej Guthrie Sabir
Calahoo Stonehouse Haji Schmidt
Ceci Hayter Shepherd
Chapman Ip Sigurdson, L.
Dach Irwin Sweet
Eggen Kasawski Tejada
Ellingson Kayande Wright, P.
Totals: For—44 Against — 36

[Government Motion 7 carried]

Government Bills and Orders
Second Reading

Bill 2
Back to School Act
(continued)

The Speaker: Hon. members, pursuant to Government Motion 7,
agreed to earlier this evening, not more than one hour shall be
allotted to any further discussion, consideration of Bill 2, Back to
School Act, in second reading.
The hon. President of Treasury Board and Minister of Finance?
The hon. opposition leader.

Mr. Nenshi: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. What a first day of
work this is. You know, I did not expect — this is not what I
planned .. . [interjections]

The Speaker: Order. Order. Only one person has the floor. That
person will be heard.

Mr. Nenshi: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. You know, these are not the
remarks I had planned for my first remarks rising in the House —
maybe you’ll hear those tomorrow — but this is remarkably
important work.

8:20

I want to address Albertans, parents, teachers, students, but in
particular I’d like to address the members opposite. As I today
speak a little bit about education, a little bit about what got us here,
a little bit about this government, and a little bit about the
egregiously antidemocratic acts that we are about to see, [ hope that
all of us in this Legislature reflect on that. Every one of us — the
Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie and I and the Member for Olds-
Didsbury-Three Hills are the most recent ones — was elected by our
neighbours, by our colleagues because they wanted us to do the
right thing for them.

Every one of us entered this House, as I did just last week, bright
eyed and hopeful and optimistic. Last week I stood up in front of
the Speaker for the first time. I had practised. I knew what was

going to happen. I knew what I was supposed to say. But I felt
myself overwhelmed by the fact that fewer than 1,000 people in the
history of this province have had this remarkable opportunity, the
opportunity for their neighbours to say to them, even for a minute:
“We’re entrusting you. We’re entrusting you with our hopes and
our dreams. We’re entrusting you with our fears. We’re entrusting
you with building a future for ourselves, for our children, and for
our grandchildren.”

So as we go through today and as in the wee hours of the morning
this legislation likely perhaps will finally be jammed through, I will
ask through you, Mr. Speaker, to all my colleagues in the House, to
ask themselves: was it worth it? Is this what we wanted when we
were first elected? And particularly for the members opposite: how
do they feel about forever being tarnished in their own political
legacies by being part of the first government in Alberta’s history
to override the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in advance, to
actually say: “We know that what we’re about to do is blatantly
unconstitutional. We know this. We’re not going to wait for the
courts to rule on it. We’re saying it in advance”? It’s the only reason
one uses the notwithstanding clause pre-emptively. But I’ll come
back to that. The members opposite know full well they’re about to
pass an unconstitutional piece of legislation. That’s why the
notwithstanding clause is in it.

We never had to be here. The Premier and her cabinet did not
need to put the members opposite in this position. There are so
many better ways to have achieved what we are achieving.

You know, the minister, in moving this motion, spoke
beautifully. He really did. He spoke honey-coated words about
respect for teachers and the need to get students back in school
and the irreparable harm of learning loss. We on this side agree
with all of that. But what this government has not done is show
in their actions that respect.

I’ll be blunt. We are in the midst of the largest public-sector
strike in Alberta’s history. It was completely avoidable. When a
government screws up this badly, there are typically only two
reasons, malice or incompetence. | encourage us to think about
how in this case perhaps the government has done something
rare and both of those things are true.

Il steal a little bit from my conversation that I’ll be having with
you tomorrow for a moment here and tell you a little bit about my
story. I grew up poor, sometimes very poor. I didn’t have any
privilege. I grew up in a very working-class neighbourhood in
northeast Calgary. But I also grew up in a community that believed
in me. I grew up in a province that believed that this kid from
northeast Calgary whose parents worked 16, 17, 20 hours a day,
who made change in his family’s laundromat, who cleaned toilets
in his family’s motel in Red Deer county was still worth investing
in. Everything I am and everything I have is because of public
education. Everything I have and everything I am is because Peter
Lougheed made a brash promise the year I was born. That promise
was that here in Alberta, barely 2 million people in the middle of
the often frozen Canadian prairie, we would have the best public
education system in the world. And we did.

I remember when I was a media commentator, I commented on
the minister of primary care’s commentary when she pointed out
that Albertan students in 2018 ranked in the top five in the world in
science and math and reading. How quickly things change. In a
mere six years we have seen the quality of public education in this
province decline substantially, considerably, and terrifyingly. And
again I’'ll come back to the previous question: malice or
incompetence? In a mere six years we’ve gone to the lowest per
capita funding of public education in the country. In a mere six
years we’ve seen class sizes that we have never before seen. We
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have seen complexity beyond anything that we have ever seen
before, and our kids suffer.

I’'m not even comparing what students today are going through
to what I went through a million years ago. The Premier and I
graduated in the same year; that was a long time ago. I’'m comparing
the kids today to what their older siblings had three or four years
ago.

You know, the minister has several times today blamed it on this
completely unexpected influx of people, 91,000 new students. Let
me tell you something, Mr. Speaker. It was this government that
offered signing bonuses to come here. It was this Premier who said:
I want Red Deer to be 1 million people. Now, I grew up in Red
Deer, and I think the members for Red Deer-North and Red Deer-
South might agree with me that that’s probably a bit much. It was
this Premier who said: we want Alberta to have 10 million people;
we want to double in population. Did she think no one was
listening? Did she think no one was paying attention? Yet again,
malice or incompetence, this government completely failed to plan.

We’ve heard a lot about the New Democrats’ record on public
education. I’ll remind the House and remind the members opposite
that in four years, when we were in government, that government
built or modernized over 200 schools. Even the minister’s pipe
dream plan is fewer schools than that, and I’ll come back to that.
The UCP cancelled that program. In the six years that they’ve been
in power, not even 70 schools have been built or modernized.

Much as we’ve heard over and over and over again about the $8.6
billion and the 200,000 student spaces, I’ll remind this House that
the 2025 budget with its three-year forecast on construction funding
allocated precisely zero dollars to construction of any of those
schools. Zero dollars. They created an entirely new system of
preplanning. Forget planning; preplanning. Now, in my old job we
worked very hard with joint-use lands in very technical ways with
the school boards to ensure that we could build schools more
quickly. In this government’s estimation it will take up to eight
years, even if the funding is found, for the very first one of the
schools under the school acceleration program to be built. That’s
gaslighting in the extreme. For this government to be able to say,
“We allocated $8.6 billion, but we didn’t budget a penny to actually
do it” is beyond reasonableness, and Albertans deserve to know the
truth.

How did we get here? Let’s be clear. Teachers and parents have
been talking about the issues of class size and complexity for a long
time. This government in 2019 chose to stop reporting on class sizes
because they didn’t want us to know. They didn’t want us to know
how bad things were getting. The brave teachers and brave parents
across the province told us the truth. They told us what was really
happening.
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In fact, I remember that when I was running for this job the
Member for Edmonton-Glenora and I had quite a tiff at one of our
debates on this very issue. She argued that class sizes should be in
collective agreements. I said that they should be in legislation. She
was right. I was wrong. I don’t say that very often. But the point is:
that was two years ago. We knew that this was on the table, and yet
this government chose to ignore that. The teachers were very clear,
and although the government has spent millions of dollars of
taxpayers’ money on misinformation, telling people the teachers
don’t know what they want and the teachers haven’t been clear in
what they’re talking about, the teachers were very clear. They’ve
said from the beginning that issues of class size and complexity
should be baked into the collective agreement. I knew that. I
knew that when I was running for this job. Again, malice or
incompetence: the government either didn’t know that,

incompetence, or they deliberately chose to ignore it, malice. Those
are the only options here.

Even giving them the benefit of the doubt, even assuming that
their thumb-on-the-scale bargaining process, which was never
bargaining in good faith, not from the beginning, even assuming
that they just didn’t know, there was a pretty big clue. The pretty
big clue was when the teachers overwhelmingly rejected the offer
in the spring. That meant that the government had bought itself
some time. The teachers chose not to enact their strike mandate.
The government had all summer to negotiate a better deal. They
didn’t. They didn’t; they took the summer off. They took a summer
vacation. There wasn’t a single negotiating session held during the
summer.

And then what happened? Well, perhaps the government felt they
were playing chicken with the teachers and they would never
actually strike. Perhaps they felt that once school was in session,
things would calm down — that’s incompetence — or, more likely,
they wanted there to be a strike. They engineered a strike. They
thought that this would ruin all public support for the teachers at the
bargaining table, and they went back to the teachers with the same
deal. They went back to the teachers with the same deal except with
a free COVID shot thrown in, a COVID shot that should have been
free for all Albertans anyway, by the way.

Did the minister seriously think that the teachers could be bought
off with a $§110 COVID shot? Did he seriously believe that they
would get any different results than the result they got in the spring?
If he believed it, incompetence; if he knew what was going to
happen as we all did, malice. Those are really the only options here,
and both of those look bad.

Now we find ourselves in a situation where the government plays
its last card, and it is so scared of that last card that it used a standing
order under this Legislature that’s been on the books since 1916 and
has never before been used. Why? What are they scared of? What
kind of debate do they not want? They know what’s going to
happen. Why the need to ram this through and silence the voices of
dissent? Is it because they don’t want to hear them? Is it because
they’re scared? Is it because they’re worried that people will
organize?

Well, T hate to tell you this, Mr. Speaker, but people are
organized. People already know, and if any member opposite
actually believes that this is going to end tonight, they are very, very
wrong. In fact, I would argue that every member opposite will rue
this day. They will rue this day because they will say to themselves:
“That was the day we lost the faith of Albertans. That was the day
we massively overplayed our hand. That was the day when we woke
people up.”

The worst part of this, Mr. Speaker, is that they could have got
what they wanted without any of this. In fact, I would say to the
members opposite that you should rue the day that the Premier and
her cabinet put you in this awful position. To be clear, the
government had the power to force the teachers back to work
without any legislation. They can do that under the labour code. The
government had the power, as has been done in the past, to pass
legislation without the notwithstanding clause. Quite frankly, every
single time the government passes a law, they pass the law with the
confidence that it is constitutional, or I hope they would never
present it in front of this House.

As the Premier herself said many, many times, the courts are the
supreme arbiters of people’s rights in what is constitutional. So we are
to take that what we’re at today is very simply an acknowledgement
that the government knows this is unconstitutional, and they don’t care.
Albertans deserve so much better than that. This government had
months to understand the overcrowding of classrooms, of growing
class complexity, of unfit learning conditions for students, but
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instead they engineered this strike, and they made the biggest
mistake of their political careers.

If I may, Mr. Speaker, I’m going to share with you just a few of
the thousands and thousands and thousands of notes that we have
received from parents and teachers across this province.

Gillian from Edmonton: “I’ve been a teacher and principal for 32
years in public education, and I am heartbroken with the current
direction of this government. The intentional dismantling of our
public systems is criminal.”

Kristen from Calgary:

I am extremely concerned about the government’s push to send
teachers back to work this week without any meaningful changes
to teacher working conditions in classrooms. Eighty-five per cent
of my students speak a language other than English at home. It’s
near impossible to plan for a room of 32 kids, many of whom do
not have a full command of English, and yet I am somehow
expected to teach the full curriculum every year.

This one’s from Brian in Calgary, directly contradicting
something that the minister said earlier in question period when he
suggested that class sizes don’t matter above the age of grade 3.

Recent 21st century studies from 2011 to 2024 have found that
students who have had multiple opportunities to learn in smaller
class sizes have improved noncognitive skills in comparison to
students who are consistently in larger class sizes. They have also
found that adults who had smaller class sizes when they were
younger were more likely to complete postsecondary schooling,
have higher wages, have home ownership, and improved quality
of life as adults. And to what effect were these benefits? There
was an 18 to 20 per cent net benefit compared to the money
invested in promoting smaller class sizes.
Yet we had a minister stand up earlier today and say: “Maybe it
works for kindergarten kids if the classes are really small. Beyond
that, it doesn’t really matter.” The evidence is not there. The
evidence is very clear that we are hurting students.

Let’s get to some more. Amy from Calgary:

If you want what’s best for students, properly fund public
education. If you want what’s best for parents, properly fund
public education. If you want what’s best for teachers, properly
fund public education. Here’s what causes real, irreparable harm
to Alberta students, teachers, and families: one, refusing to even
track class size, refusing to discuss ratios; two, threatening back-
to-work legislation and use of the notwithstanding clause; three,
underfunding the system to such a degree that there literally
aren’t even enough physical rooms for a limit of 30 students per
room; four, cutting PUF and FSCD funding for kids with
disabilities.

That’s another thing that this government has become famous for.
Teachers aren’t corrupt, and we’re not greedy. We just want to
talk about class size and proper funding for our students.

From a parent, this is from Chenko.

I’m writing to you for your response to the teachers strike. How
are you going to address your constituents about the issues that
need to be resolved in Alberta education? Students navigating
Alberta’s education system have faced a year and a half of
intermittent learning due to COVID. Teachers have spent the last
four years rebuilding learning communities. Both groups are
discovering and dealing with the new realities of education after
the epidemic. This has created new mental health challenges that
revolve around learning gaps, deficiency in social skills, and a
volatile dependency to screens.

Some of us may have that.

These are new issues. Combine them with the old issues of
Alberta falling behind all other provinces in funding while being
one of the fastest growing provinces. Why do you think it’s
acceptable not to help with the burdens your Alberta students are
dealing with daily?

8:40

With the changing dynamics in the job market, between the
corporate implementation of Al and the shifting fiscal reliability
of working with fossil fuel companies, how do you condone
adding extra barriers to learning by not addressing the
complexities in learning and the overcrowding of learning? Why
do you support being last in provincial funding for an essential
service that feeds the Alberta economic engine? We elect you.
You are our voice. If you are not supporting the needs in
education being spelled out to you, then you are clearly only
holding office to benefit yourself. You do not care about the
educational needs of your constituents. You do not care for the
success of your province. You do not care for the future of your
country.

Let’s pause on that one for a moment and talk about that
provincial funding number. We have gone, from every credible
source, to the last in the country in per-student funding. Once again,
this was obvious, and it was predictable, and the government had
so much time to act. Instead, the government under the previous
minister chose to stop reporting on class sizes. This is the same
government that at the very last minute cancelled the provincial
achievement tests in grade 6 because they were scared of the results,
because they knew their new curriculum would have led to massive
failure among the grade 6 students.

Now, maybe I’'m too new at this, Mr. Speaker, but most
governments, I would hope, would want the information to be out
there so that they could act on it, so that they could do something
about it. This government, uniquely among governments I’ve seen
—and listen, I’ve been a political watcher my whole life. I've been
in political life myself, in elected office for 15 years, and I have
never seen a government like this. I have never seen a government
so unwilling to share data, so unwilling to accept responsibility, so
unwilling to make change. I’ve never seen it.

I ask myself: how did Albertans end up with a government so
unwilling to govern, a government so unwilling to roll up its sleeves
and do the hard work, a govemment that lets problems fester for so
long that they have to use rules that haven’t been used since 1916,
that they have to become the first government in the history of
Alberta to attempt to use the notwithstanding clause pre-emptively,
that they have to jam and ram that through in one night? How did
we get here?

We got here because we’ve had a government for all this time,
for six whole years — you know, they love to stand up over there
and talk about the record of the New Democratic government from
2015 t02019. They’ve been in power for six years. The Premier has
been the Premier for three years. I hope that the members opposite
all ask themselves: is there a single Albertan who is better off today
than they were in 2019? Is the education system better today than it
was in 2019? Is the health care system better than it was in 2019?
Is unemployment better than it was in 2019? Is job creation better
than it was in 20197 Is inflation better than it was in 2019?

Under this government unemployment has risen by three points
in the absence of a global recession. Youth unemployment has
never been higher. Young men face a 1 in 5 unemployment rate.
They don’t know how to manage the economy, they don’t know
how to manage their budget, and they sure as heck don’t know how
to manage public services.

Let’s keep going. This is from a parent in Edmonton who sent a
note to the MLA for Edmonton-McClung.

Dear MLA, I'm tired of seeing the UCP government fail to act to
get a fair deal for kids and their t