Legislative Assembly
Province of Alberta

No. 1

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Fourth Session Thirtieth Legislature

, November 29, 2022

This being the first Day of the Fourth Session of the Thirtieth Legislative Assembly of
the Province of Alberta, for the despatch of business pursuant to a Proclamation of Her
Honour the Honourable Salma Lakhani, AOE, B.Sc., LLD (hon), Lieutenant Governor,
dated the 26th day of October in the Year of our Lord Two Thousand Twenty-two;

The Clerk of the Legislative Assembly read the Proclamation as follows:

[GREAT SEAL]
CANADA SALMA LAKHANI,
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA Lieutenant Governor.

CHARLES THE THIRD, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom, Canada, and
His Other Realms and Territories, KING, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of
the Faith

PROCLAMATION

TO OUR FAITHFUL, the MEMBERS elected to serve in the Legislative Assembly of
Our Province of Alberta and to each and every one of you



GREETING

WHEREAS it is Our will and pleasure by and
with the advice and consent of Our Executive
Council of Our Province of Alberta to prorogue

Frank Bosscha, the Third Session of the Thirtieth Legislature of
Deputy Attorney General Alberta:

WE DO hereby prorogue, effective October 30,
2022, the said Legislature; and

WHEREAS it is deemed expedient for certain
causes and considerations to convene the
Legislative Assembly of Our Province of Alberta
for the Fourth Session of the Thirtieth Legislature,
WE DO WILL that you and each of you, and all
others in this behalf interested, on Tuesday, the
29th day of November, 2022, at the hour of
THREE o’clock in the afternoon, at Our City of
Edmonton, personally be and appear, for the
despatch of business, to treat, act, do and
conclude upon those things which, in the
Legislature of Our Province of Alberta, by the
Common Council of Our said Province, may, by
the favour of God, be ordained.

HEREIN FAIL NOT

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent and
the Great Seal of Our Province of Alberta to be hereunto affixed.

WITNESS: THE HONOURABLE SALMA LAKHANI, Lieutenant Governor of
Our Province of Alberta, this 26th day of October in the Year of Our Lord Two
Thousand Twenty-two and in the First Year of Our Reign.

BY COMMAND: TYLER SHANDRO,
Provincial Secretary.

The Speaker entered the Assembly and took the Chair. After delivering the opening
day prayer, he invited Ariana Whitlow, accompanied by the Royal Canadian Artillery
Band, to lead the Members of the Assembly and guests in singing Canada’s National
Anthem.

Introduction of New Member

The Speaker invited Hon. Mr. Schow, Government House Leader, to proceed to the
main doors of the Chamber and escort Hon. Ms Smith into the Chamber.

The Speaker announced that he had received from the Chief Electoral Officer of
Alberta the report of the Returning Officer for the constituency of Brooks-Medicine
Hat containing the results of the by-election conducted on November 8, 2022, which
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states that a by-election was held in the constituency of Brooks-Medicine Hat and
that the Hon. Ms Danielle Smith was duly elected as the Member for Brooks-
Medicine Hat.

Hon. Ms Smith joined Hon. Mr. Schow and was escorted to the Mace. Hon.
Mr. Schow presented Hon. Ms Smith to the Speaker, and the Hon. Member for
Brooks-Medicine Hat took her seat in the Assembly.

Statement by Her Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor

Good afternoon, everyone. Before I deliver the Speech from the Throne, I would like
to thank all elected official Members of the Assembly for serving our province. Thank
you for what you do, and you know that you are a very important part of our precious
system of government. The decisions you make and what you do in the Assembly, in
the Chamber, make a difference to the lives of all Albertans. So I want to wish you all
a very successful, productive session, and I hope that when you go back to your
constituencies, you will thank all the community leaders in your respective
constituencies for what they do to keep our communities and province moving forward.

Now, before I end, I also want to welcome our new Chief Justice of Alberta, the
Honourable Ritu Khullar. Congratulations, Madam Chief Justice. We all wish you
well in your new role.

I want to finish by wishing each and every one of you and your families, your loved
ones all the very, very best for a peaceful, joyous, happy holiday season, and let us all
look to 2023 and the future with hope and optimism.

Speech From the Throne

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly, and fellow Albertans,
Iopen this Fourth Session of the 30th Legislature as His Majesty the King’s
representative.

I would like to begin by acknowledging the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
Alberta’s and Canada’s longest-serving monarch. Her dedication to duty and service is
an example that all of us in this Chamber should aspire to emulate. Queen Elizabeth
had a great affection for our province, which is shared by His Majesty King Charles III.
I am honoured to open this Legislative Assembly for the first time on His Majesty’s
behalf.

Today we gather on Treaty 6 territory, and I invite all Honourable Members to reflect
upon and acknowledge the traditional territories of Alberta’s First Peoples and their
invaluable contribution to our province and country.

Today’s Speech from the Throne will outline the commitments of His Majesty’s
Government for the people and province of Alberta.
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Honourable Members, this is a challenging time for our province. Rising inflation is
impacting the ability of Albertans to provide for themselves and their families, our
healthcare system is under significant strain, and we are combatting unprecedented
interference and overreach from the federal government in Ottawa. These may be harsh
headwinds, but Albertans are strong.

We have faced difficult challenges before, and not only have we overcome them, we
have grown the stronger for it. We will do so again.
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Affordability

Albertans are an independent and self-reliant people. We do not often ask the
Government to assist us with meeting our needs. However, during times of crisis and
hardship, Albertans expect their Government to use our vast resource wealth to assist
those in need. We must never lose sight of the fact that our natural resources are not
the property of Government. They are the property of the people of Alberta.

And too many Albertans are facing an inflationary crisis that is forcing them to make
choices they should never have to make. Parents are choosing between food and after
school activities for their children, and seniors are choosing between life-saving
medication and heating their homes. Although most Albertans are feeling the financial
pressure of this crisis, low- and middle-income seniors, families with children at home,
and vulnerable Albertans are being hit the hardest.

This crisis is not of Alberta’s making. It has been thrust upon us from elsewhere. It is
the result of supply chain disruptions and war internationally, combined with anti-
energy policies and economic mismanagement by politicians in Ottawa.

But whatever the cause, this Government has a responsibility to take immediate action
to help make life more affordable for all Albertans. The new Ministry of Affordability
and Utilities will lead work across Government to implement a package of targeted
inflation-relief measures, starting with the introduction of the Inflation Relief Act.

Under this legislation, households earning under $180,000 will be provided with a tax-
free payment of $600 over six months, starting this January, for each senior, to parents
for each dependent child under 18, and to each vulnerable Albertan collecting AISH,
PDD, and income support.

The Government will also index for inflation AISH, PDD, income support, the Alberta
Seniors Benefit, and the Alberta Child and Family Benefit, while providing additional
support for food banks and expanding access to low-income transit passes.

Protecting and supporting the most vulnerable among us has and always will be the
Alberta way, and this Government is committed to ensuring that its support for those in
the most need continues to be among the most generous in all of Canada.

Although most of this Government’s affordability measures will target those with the
most need during this inflationary crisis, all Albertans will also benefit.

The majority of Albertans must drive to go to work, buy groceries, and get their families
to appointments and activities. The Government will provide immediate relief at the
gas pumps by suspending the entire provincial fuel tax for at least six months and by
making the current fuel relief program permanent thereafter.
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As temperatures drop and the days shorten, Albertans pay more for electricity and
heating. This Government will provide increased rebates on consumer electricity bills
through the winter months, totalling an additional $200 per household.
The Government will also make the current natural gas rebate program permanent and
is working with providers on a plan to flatten out spikes in winter electricity rates this
winter and permanently thereafter.

And to keep the tax burden on Albertans as low as possible, the Government will index
personal income taxes retroactively to 2022 levels, meaning a larger rebate for each
Alberta taxpayer this spring.

Together, these measures will save Alberta families and businesses more than
$2.4 billion dollars over the next 18 months.

Again, this is just a start. More affordability measures are in the works — because every
decision this Government makes until this inflation crisis is over will balance
affordability for Albertans with protecting our province’s financial well-being and that
of the next generation.

Health Care

Albertans must have access to world-class health care where and when they need it
most. However, across our province critical surgeries are being delayed. Parents are
waiting hours with their children to receive basic treatment in the emergency room.
Ambulances are taking far too long to arrive when needed. The Government must take
action. More words and platitudes will not shorten wait times or free up hospital beds.

Thankfully, our doctors, nurses, paramedics, and all front-line healthcare professionals
are the best in the world and are heroes in our midst. And they are literally the key to
fixing health care. We need many more of these great Albertans on the front lines caring
for patients.

To our front-line professionals, we thank you. We know you are tired, yet you soldier
on to serve and love and care for all of us. We love and salute you. On behalf of all
Albertans, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

This Government is here for our healthcare workers. That is why it is committed to
supporting our public healthcare system and ensuring resources are directed where they
are needed most — to emergency and operating rooms rather than to boardrooms and
consulting companies.

Although fixing our healthcare challenges will take time, we will see progress on these
issues immediately. The Government’s Health Minister, Jason Copping, along with
AHS Official Administrator Dr. John Cowell have initiated the health reform action
plan. The plan includes instructions to Alberta Health Services to maximize the use of
all surgical facilities across the province while using chartered facilities to deliver more
needed surgeries more quickly for more Albertans.
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The Government’s healthcare reform action plan also includes reforms to decrease
ambulance response times significantly by shortening patient transfer times at
emergency rooms, using specialized non-emergency vehicles for inter-facility transfers,
and empowering our paramedics to provide on-site evaluation and treatment where
medically appropriate.

The Government will also bring additional health professionals into our emergency
rooms to assist with treatment and triage so that those who need a simple prescription
or alternative care get the assistance they need without taking a hospital bed away from
those who truly need one.

And critically, the Government will continue to lead with our world-renowned
treatment-first approach for Albertans with mental health and addictions challenges
while expanding mental health supports for youth and children. The Government
understands that investing significantly in mental health saves thousands of lives and
improves the lives of hundreds of thousands more in our province. It is time to double
down on our success on this issue, and the Government will do so.

Jobs and Economy

The Alberta Government also remains focused on its steadfast commitment to job
creation and economic diversification. To achieve Alberta’s full potential, the
Government will champion innovation while reducing the barriers of entry to
entrepreneurs and innovators who want to invest in new ideas and industries in our
province.

We know Alberta’s greatest asset is its people. This Government is committed to
nurturing the best education and training programs in the world. Training the next
generation will meet the needs of both traditional and emerging industries to attract the
best and brightest from across the nation and around the world to our province.

The Government must also support the economic sectors that have brought so much
continued wealth and prosperity to our great province. Alberta’s foundational industries
of agriculture and energy produce what the world needs most: food and clean,
dependable energy.

As Albertans, we will never be ashamed of feeding and powering the world. In fact,
now more than ever, the world needs more Alberta energy and agriculture, and this
Government is going to make sure that is exactly what happens.

This Government will work to reduce interprovincial trade barriers, work towards new
customs pre-clearance for agricultural exports, and expand and improve Alberta’s
irrigation network.
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It will maintain and greatly expand exportation of our natural resources to world
markets. And it will contribute to lowering emissions by investing in Alberta-based
environmental technology — like carbon capture and hydrogen — while replacing the
world’s reliance on coal and wood with clean and ethical Alberta LNG.

Humankind has not solved its challenges by cutting economic growth and making
people more poor. That is a recipe for environmental disaster and poverty. We
overcome our greatest challenges through innovation, technology, wealth creation, and
economic growth. And that is exactly how Alberta intends to take on the challenge of
lowering our province’s and the world’s emissions. It is time for our federal
government to get on board with that plan and, rather than landlocking our province’s
energy and technology, work with us to take our clean energy and technology to all the
world.

And speaking of technology and innovation, this Government will work to diversify
our economy. It will do that through the development of a technology and innovation
strategy, a new digital media tax credit, and the expansion of high-speed rural
broadband services to attract new investment and change-makers to all parts of our
province. This also means continuing to lead the way when it comes to harnessing the
power of our natural resources, such as hydrogen, helium, liquified natural gas, and
geothermal energy, while exploring new economic corridors.

All of these opportunities will help Albertans benefit from the province’s economic
potential, including Indigenous Peoples who have always called these lands home. As
a part of needed economic reconciliation, this Government will strengthen its
partnership with Indigenous Peoples by listening, learning, and ensuring that
Indigenous Peoples are not only participants in our economic growth but partners and
owners of the developments they choose to permit on their treaty lands.

Standing up to Ottawa

It is important to address our province’s relationship with the federal government. As
Albertans, we have individual and provincial rights enshrined in Canada’s constitution
and Charter of Rights and Freedoms. These rights underpin the very foundation of our
nation and who we are as Canadians and Albertans.

These include our freedoms of speech and religion; liberty; equality; the rights of First
Nations, Metis, and Inuit Peoples; the right of provinces to deliver health care, education
and social programs free from federal interference; and, of course, the rights of all
provinces to develop our natural resources for the benefit of our people.

These personal and provincial rights are not something the federal government can
simply supersede when it chooses. Ottawa is not our ruler; Ottawa is our partner. And
it needs to begin acting like it.
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The Canadian Constitution is clear. The federal and provincial governments both have
exclusive and sovereign areas of jurisdiction, and this Government will no longer sit
idly by as Ottawa infringes on our Constitutional rights to develop our resources,
develop our economy, and deliver our social programs in the manner that Albertans see
fit.

That is why the first piece of legislation this Government under our new Premier will
introduce will be the Alberta Sovereignty Within a United Canada Act. This Act is to
be used as a constitutional shield to protect the personal and provincial rights of
Albertans from any unconstitutional or harmful acts by the federal government taken
against our province, our people, or its economy.

Whether it be Ottawa restricting the use of fertilizer by our farmers or attempting to
prevent us from developing the very energy resources that power our provincial and
national economies, whether it be persecuting owners of legal firearms, inappropriately
invoking emergency powers, or intentionally interfering in the delivery of provincial
health care, education or child care, the Government will not enforce any
unconstitutional federal measure or policy within the boundaries of Alberta going
forward.

Let us make no mistake: Albertans are proud Canadians, and we love our country. This
legislation will never be used to undermine the rule of law or the unity of our nation.
Just the opposite, it will be used to uphold and restore the intent of the most foundational
document of our law — the Canadian Constitution and Charter of Rights.

Alberta’s voices will be heard. Albertans’ rights will be respected. And the Alberta
Government invites every one of its fellow provinces to work with the Government in
ensuring that same respect is demonstrated to every single province by our nation’s
capital on a go-forward basis.

In so doing, the Government will ensure Canada becomes stronger and more unified
than ever before.

Overcoming Challenges Together

Honourable Members of this Legislature, whatever your party affiliation, the
Government asks that you work together to overcome the challenges facing this
province. For we are all Albertans, and we love this province deeply.

Our magnificent cities, our breathtaking mountainscapes, our boundless fields of grain
and natural resources, and of course, our greatest treasure of all — the indomitable and

compassionate spirit of our people.

Our nation and the world needs Alberta to lead. And that is what the Government shall
do because that is the Alberta way, and Albertans must never apologize for it.

God save the King, and may God bless Alberta to be forever strong and free.
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Tabling Documents

The Speaker informed the Assembly he had obtained a copy of the Speech of Her
Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor, which was laid on the Table.
Sessional Paper 1/2022

Introduction of Bills (First Reading)

Ordered that Hon. Ms Smith, Premier, President of Executive Council, and Minister of
Intergovernmental Relations, have leave to introduce a Bill entitled “Alberta
Sovereignty Within a United Canada Act.” Hon. Ms Smith accordingly presented the

Bill, and the same was received.

The question being put, the motion for First Reading was agreed to.

Mr. Cooper in the Chair, the names being called for were taken as follows:

For the motion: 55

Allard Loewen Sawhney

Amery Long Schow
Armstrong-Homeniuk Lovely Schulz

Barnes Luan Shandro

Copping Madu Sigurdson gighwood)
Dreeshen Mclver Singh

EHIS Mllllken Smlth (Brooks-Medicine Hat)
Fir Nally Smith (Drayton Valley-Devon)
Getson Neudorf Stephan

Glubish Nicolaides Toews

Gotfried Nixon (CalgaryKicin) Toor

Guthrie Orr Turton

Hanson Pitt van Dijken

Horner Pon Walker

Hunter Reid Williams

Issik Rosin Wilson

Jean Rutherford Yao

Jones Savage Yaseen

LaGrange

Against the motion: 22

Bilous Goehring Phillips

Carson Gray Renaud

Ceci Hoffman Sabir

Dach Irwin Schmidt

Deol Loyola Shepherd

Eggen Nielsen Sigurdson (Edmonton-Riverview)
Feehan Pancholi Sweet

Ganley

10

With Hon.
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Government Motions

1. Moved by Hon. Ms Smith:

Be it resolved that the Speech of Her Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor to this Assembly be taken into consideration Wednesday,
November 30, 2022.

The question being put, the motion was agreed to.

Intersessional Deposits

Pursuant to Standing Order 38.1(3), the following documents were deposited with the
Clerk of the Assembly and are deemed to have been laid before the Assembly:

Hon. Mr. Cooper, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, pursuant to the Ombudsman
Act, cO-8, s28:

Alberta Ombudsman 2021-22 Annual Report, deposited on September 16, 2022
Sessional Paper 190/2022

Hon. Mr. Rutherford, Chair, Standing Committee on Legislative Offices, pursuant to
the Election Act, cE-1, s4(6):

2021 Senate Election and Referendum Vote, a Report of the Chief Electoral
Officer, deposited on September 26, 2022
Sessional Paper 191/2022

Hon. Mr. Cooper, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, pursuant to the Child and
Youth Advocate Act, cC-11.5, s9.1(5):

Office of the Child and Youth Advocate Alberta Mandatory Reviews into Child
Deaths, October 1, 2021, to March 31, 2022, deposited on September 28, 2022
Sessional Paper 192/2022

Mr. Smith, Chair, Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders
and Printing, pursuant to Motion Other Than a Government Motion 518, agreed to as
amended on June 7, 2021:

Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing

Final Report — Review of Standing Order 29.1 (Interventions Rule), Thirtieth

Legislature, Third Session, October 2022, deposited on October 3, 2022
Sessional Paper 193/2022

11
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Hon. Mr. Orr, Minister of Culture, pursuant to the Genocide Remembrance,
Condemnation and Prevention Month Act, cG-5.4, s4(3):

Report, undated, entitled “Report on Strategies and Actions to Implement the
Genocide Remembrance, Condemnation and Prevention Month Act,” prepared by
the Government of Alberta, deposited on October 13, 2022

Sessional Paper 194/2022

Hon. Mr. Cooper, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, pursuant to the Conflicts of
Interest Act, cC-23, s46(2):

Office of the Ethics Commissioner of Alberta Annual Report, April 1, 2021, to
March 31, 2022, deposited on October 26, 2022
Sessional Paper 195/2022

Hon. Mr. Copping, Minister of Health, pursuant to the Health Professions Act, cH-7,
s4(2):

Alberta Dental Association and College Annual Report 2021, deposited on
October 26, 2022
Sessional Paper 196/2022

College of Alberta Dental Assistants Annual Report 2021-22, deposited on
October 26, 2022
Sessional Paper 197/2022

College of Registered Psychiatric Nurses of Alberta Annual Report 2021-2022,
deposited on October 26, 2022
Sessional Paper 198/2022

Adjournment

On motion by Hon. Mr. Schow, Government House Leader, the Assembly adjourned
at 4:13 p.m. until Wednesday, November 30, 2022, at 1:30 p.m.

Hon. Nathan M. Cooper,
Speaker

Title: Tuesday, November 29, 2022
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